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Connection 
Mobilizing confessing Lutherans for evangelical renewal 

By Pastor W. Stevens Shipman, 

Lutheran CORE Director 

Lutheran CORE is aware that 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America is unlikely at present to 

revisit its decisions to allow 

ordination of persons in same-sex 

relationships. But we would call 

upon the ELCA and its new 

leadership to do everything that the 

Churchwide Assembly voted upon 

in 2009. Specifically, it mandated: 

…that the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America make provi-

sion in its policies to recognize 

the conviction of members who 

believe that this church should 

not call or roster people in a 

publicly accountable, lifelong, 

monogamous, same-gender 

relationship. 

Unless we have missed some-

thing, we are aware of absolutely 

nothing that has been done to 

enact such provisions, and we 

have heard many stories of what 

can only be called bullying of 

those whose convictions the CWA 

promised to protect. This has 

happened in synodical examining 

committees of pastoral candidates, 

in call processes, and now in the 

election of a partnered gay bishop 

 

in California. And “bullying” is a 

gracious description of how some 

synods and bishops have acted 

toward pastors and congregations 

considering withdrawing from the 

ELCA. 

We therefore call upon Bishop 

Eaton and the ELCA Church 

Council to develop policies that will 

protect us who dissent from the 

2009 actions. Certainly this could 

stop the coercion and, in a number 

of cases, the exclusion of some of 

those most vulnerable to pressure: 

seminarians and others seeking 

admission to the clergy roster. It 

would involve finding ways that 

congregations, especially those 

serving ethnic communities, could 

be placed under the authority of a 

bishop who is not in what is called a 

PALMS (publicly accountable, 

lifelong, monogamous, same-

gender) relationship. There are 

several such congregations in the 

Southwest California Synod, and 

many of us are watching to see 

Unfinished business 

whether the ELCA will adhere to 

the actions of 2009 with reference to 

them. 

These are questions of integrity 

and credibility. If the ELCA as an 

institution wants to rebuild trust 

among us who dissent, it will need 

to carry out those actions that it 

promised even as it changed its 

ministry policies. Congregations in 

economically-disadvantaged 

communities and seminarians 

especially need reassurance and 

protection, along with a process for 

appealing decisions that do not 

respect their “bound consciences.” 

Of the almost four million ELCA 

members, we are confident that a 

sizable minority still believe that the 

ELCA should not have made the 

changes it did in 2009. While many 

of us remain in the ELCA, even if 

under protest, the failure to institute 

all the policies enacted four years 

(Continued on page 4) 

If the ELCA as an institution wants to rebuild trust among 

us who dissent, it will need to carry out those actions that 

it promised even as it changed its ministry policies.  
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By Pastor Lauren R. Ley, D.Min. 

Growing congregations 

consistently exhibit eight quality 

characteristics that have been 

proven through empirical research 

regardless of the culture or country 

in which such growing churches are 

located, whether they be in Ethiopia, 

Madagascar, North America or 

Asia.  These quality characteristics 

include: 

 Passionate spirituality  

 Holistic small groups 

 Inspiring worship service  

 Loving relationships 

 Empowering leadership  

 Gift-based ministry 

 Effective structures 

 Need-oriented evangelism 

I recall them with the acronym 

PHILEGEN (literally, “lover of new 

birth” in Greek). 

These qualities are present in 

every congregation, to one extent  

or another, and were identified by 

an international renewal ministry 

known as Natural Church 

Development (www.ncd-

international.org). The ministry 

helps both newly-called and 

seasoned pastors answer the 

question, “Where do we begin our 

renewal efforts?”   

The Natural Church Develop-

ment Institute began with the 

publication in 1996 of its research 

under the leadership of Christian 

Schwarz, the son of a German 

Evangelical Church bishop. The 

original study was based in testing 

observations from one thousand 

congregations in thirty-two 

countries across six continents. 

Presently, over 70,000 

congregational surveys are in its 

research data base. 

NCD has developed a survey 

measuring the quality factors (see list 

above) of churches that are growing 

numerically across cultures. The 

NCD survey shows each church what 

its members perceive about their 

congregation. Its results provide a 

strategic way forward for positive, 

effective change that is unique to the 

local church. 

Why use a scientific tool like a 

survey for measuring the quality of 

church life? NCD chose a scientific 

approach to aid in sifting through all 

the church growth literature.i This 

commitment to an objective testing 

of church realities is a laudable form 

of pragmatic theology. Schwarz has 

written a serious proposal correlat-

ing theology and the sociological 

dimensions of church life.ii 

The quality factor for which a 

church measures the lowest is called 

a “minimum quality” and becomes 

the priority for change and strategic 

planning. That “minimum quality” 

is the quality factor holding back the 

growth in numbers. Those 

congregations that have worked 

Natural Church Development 
through three surveys in 31 months 

increased their growth rate by 51%.  

The stave bucket (above) 

illustrates this strategy for growth in 

terms of worship attendance, a key 

form of numerical growth; it shows 

that the quality holding back growth 

is “effective structures.” Until that 

quality improves the congregation 

will not be able to sustain numerical 

growth, no matter how vital its 

worship life or evangelism!   

Integral to developing a dynamic 

ministry program to enhance a 

quality is the recognition of “biotic” 

principles of growth God has built 

into the congregational organism. 

The term “biotic” refers to 

biological forces God has created 

for natural growth of organisms, 

including human beings, and yes, 

the body of Christ as an incarnate 

reality. In the exercise of these 

principles, God’s Spirit will be 

allowed to enter more fully into 

communal life. 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.ncd-international.org/
http://www.ncd-international.org/
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The six biotic principles are: 

 Interdependence—acting on one 

element affects all other 

elements (1 Cor. 12:26-27) 

 Multiplication—the fruit of a 

leader is not a follower but a 

new leader (Matt. 28:19-20) 

 Energy transformation—hostile 

energy is transformed into holy 

energy (Rom. 8:28) 

 Sustainability—results of work 

are transformed into energy that 

sustains the ongoing work (Luke 

10, sending of the 70; e.g., co-

leadership) 

 Symbiosis—dissimilarity of 

groups, diversity, offers more 

“win-win” possibilities than 

monocultures or competitive 

groups (Luke 10:27) 

 Yielding fruit or fruitfulness—

all living things bear fruit; so 

should the Church’s work be 

useful, edifying (1 Cor. 10:23) 

I recall them with the acronym 

IMESSY. Here is the wisdom of 

doing things in alignment with 

God’s plans for growing churches.  

We can either aid or ignore 

God’s “biotic” growth forces as we 

“seed” and “water” the “soil” of the 

church. In Matthew 6:28 Jesus 

teaches, “See the lilies of the field, 

how they grow.” In Natural Church 

Development, this means to 

diligently learn, observe, and 

research the growth mechanisms of 

the local congregation.iii 

In this approach the power of the 

Spirit is not put against structures or 

programs. For example, to think we 

have to de-program evangelism in 

(Continued from page 2) order to achieve it is a false 

dichotomy. The Spirit always brings 

order, especially if we are willing to 

diligently study how churches 

actually grow! 

The major points of NCD are: 

1. It rejects merely pragmatic and 

non-theological approaches, 

using instead a principle-

oriented approach. 

2. It is not a quantitative approach 

but looks at the quality of 

church life as the key to church 

development. 

3. It doesn’t attempt to “make” 

growth happen, but seeks to 

release the growth forces with 

which God builds the Church.iv 

 

At this point it may help to make 

several theological observations. 

The  Lutheran Reformers were 

committed to “re-forming” the 

Christian Church according to its 

true nature—to better reflect its 

biblical foundation in Christ’s 

express command and his 

commandments, e.g., the rock in 

Matthew 16:18-20 and his teachings 

highlighted in Matthew 28:18-20. In 

other words, they believed 

something could be  

done by members and disciples  

of our Lord without slipping into 

works righteousness. 

NCD rightly claims there is 

much we can do by removing 

obstacles to God’s way of growing 

the Church “all by itself.” 

The Reformers confessed the true 

Church could be identified even 

with unbelievers in its midst. Article 

VII of the Augsburg Confession 

(1530) describes it as the assembly 

of believers where: 

1. the Gospel is taught purely;  

2. the sacraments are administered 

rightly. 

In 1539, Luther expanded this to 

seven marks to indicate to the 

confused person the public signs 

whereby the sancta catholica 

Christiana, that is, “a Christian holy 

people who believe in Christ”v is 

identified. He added more in 1541.  

To claim, as NCD does, that 

members of the Church so defined 

can discern qualities of its life 

together that impact growth is a 

modest corollary to the marks of 

the Church.  

We can act with confidence and 

wisdom to do what is required of us 

to aid the growth of God’s reign 

through congregational life. Paul 

writes, “I planted, Apollos watered, 

but God gave the growth…For we 

are God’s servants, working together; 

you are God’s field, God’s 

building.” (1 Cor. 3:6, 9 NRSV) 

Finally, the key aspect of the 

Great Commission is not to 

emphasize the return of Christ. It is 

not even about preaching as much 

as the sending, making of disciples 

and keeping his commandments as 

the sent community of God’s people. 

Matthew’s witness to the living 

Christ is that he must be known 

through his earthly ministry and 

(Continued on page 4) 

Natural Church Development 
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Pr. Steve Shipman, director of  

Lutheran CORE, can be reached 

at sshipman@lutherancore.org or 

570-916-7780. 

 Unfinished business 

ago makes us less enthusiastic than 

we would otherwise be about active 

involvement beyond the congrega-

tion. And that grieves us who have 

cherished our relationships in 

synods and beyond. 

We are looking for concrete, 

practical steps by the ELCA to 

protect those of us who hold to the 

first two of the four positions toward 

(Continued from page 1) same-sex relationships that were 

delineated in the social statement 

“Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust.” 

Until that happens, the slow but 

steady erosion of trust and 

participation by ELCA members 

who feel alienated from our 

denomination will continue. We 

hope for better, and we ask for 

better. Is anybody listening? 

We are looking for concrete, practical steps by the ELCA to protect those of us who hold to 

the first two of the four positions toward same-sex relationships that were delineated in the 

social statement “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust.” 

teachings, exemplified in the 

believing community. We are to 

“example” him to others.vi This is 

largely done through, with and in 

the local congregation.  

Lutherans and other mainline 

churches need to change the “Great 

Omission” into the Great 

Commission through discipleship. 

But perhaps a good word is needed 

at this time regarding membership. 

Being a member of the body is prior 

to discipleship, always. It is the 

source of the daily renewal of our 

love, our service and our 

discipleship through baptism. The 

local church is God’s greatest 

evangelism structure. Discipleship 

(Continued from page 3) disconnected from it may lose its 

confessional identity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Lauren R. Ley, D. Min.,  

is pastor at St. Paul Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (NALC) in 

Metropolis, IL. He welcomes 

questions and concerns at 

laurenley49@gmail.com. 
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Reflections on Presiding Bishop Eaton’s Installation  

By Mike Bennett 

As I drove to Hyde Park on 

October 5 for Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton’s installation as the 

ELCA’s fourth Presiding Bishop, 

two concerns nagged at me. One 

was the violent storms due to 

begin at 2:00; the other was what 

would be done with all the 

musical instruments I had read of 

in the pre-installation publicity. 

Would there be a din? Would 

musician elbow musician for the 

limelight, as in certain church 

gatherings that will go unnamed 

here? Would the reception tent fly 

away in a Chicago autumn gale? 

Fortunately, both concerns 

were unnecessary.  

Guitar, piano, drums of various 

sorts, and bagpipes were all heard 

tastefully and in good order, along with 

the Rockefeller Chapel organ and carillon, 

a brass octet, handbells, and an 80-voice 

choir that included nearly 50 vocalists 

from Augustana College in Rock Island. 

The musical mix was fine, even for this 

Bach-hugging fogey. The Holy Trinity 

was present in much of the liturgy. The 

Rev. Jessica Christ, Bishop of the 

Montana Synod, preached clearly on the 

Parable of the Sower, to a nearly full 

chapel. Our work is to sow. The sower 

didn’t mind that not all the seed grew, nor 

did Jesus. That’s the Holy Spirit’s task. 

Ours is to sow. Keep on sowing. 

Of course the service was not free 

from random error and decisions I 

wouldn’t have made. I was mystified that 

heirs of Luther, with his concern for the 

Word in the language of the worshippers, 

would hear the first lesson in Mandarin and 

the second in Arabic. The prayers of the 

people were introduced by some harmonica-

like  music, and the petitions, offered in a 

succession of foreign tongues, were 

separated by the sounding of a gong. And 

there were a dozen or more 10-foot-long 

sticks with red and gold streamers, waved 

on various occasions, which I didn’t quite 

understand. Based on his sheepish grin, I 

think the young seminarian waving the one 

nearest me didn’t quite get it either. On the 

random error front, Presiding Bishop 

Hanson’s wireless microphone sporadically 

failed during his near-final duty, greeting 

Presiding Bishop Eaton at the west door 

before leading her to the front in procession. 

Technology – can’t live with or without it. 

All in all, I thought the service was well 

and carefully planned and done. God’s 

Word was clearly proclaimed, the new 

Presiding Bishop promised to serve 

Mike Bennett serves on the Lutheran CORE 

Steering Committee as treasurer. He is a 

member of St. James Lutheran Church 

(ELCA) in Lake Forest, Illinois. (St. James 

Lutheran Church is not a member 

congregation of Lutheran CORE. ) 

faithfully, and we all promised to 

pray faithfully for her. 

While many rushed for the 

cookies in the tent, I was able to 

greet the new Presiding Bishop on 

behalf of the Lutheran CORE 

Steering Committee, to tell her 

that our prayers for her had begun 

before the day’s promises, and that 

they will continue. 

And that storm? As I walked 

the four blocks to the parking 

garage, a gentle rain fell, with 

no wind to menace my 

umbrella. The skies didn’t truly 

open until my drive home. 
Elizabeth A. Eaton is formally presented as ELCA presiding 

bishop. Also pictured: the Rev. Mark S. Hanson (left); 

Presiding Bishop Eaton; Yolanda Tanner, vice president of 

the ELCA Delaware-Maryland Synod. Photo courtesy of 

ELCA News Service.  
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By Pastor Dennis Nelson 

Pastor Mandy Grimmer first went 

to Ethiopia in February 2011. Her 

purpose was to attend a conference of 

the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 

Mekane Yesus (EECMY) and to 

witness firsthand this African church’s  

vitality. (The EECMY and the North 

American Lutheran Church entered 

into a full communion agreement in 

August 2011, which was ratified by 

NALC congregations in 2012.)  

“I was floored by what I learned,” 

she said. “At one time, Christian 

people were murdered by the 

communists every Tuesday morning in 

an effort to wipe out Christianity in the 

country. I had never heard anything 

about the kind of persecution that was 

going on in the 1970s,” she shared, 

“nor had anyone else on the bus.” 

The second time a trip to Ethiopia 

was offered—in April 2012—she 

signed up with the express purpose of 

finding a congregation that her 

congregation, Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church of Abington, Pennsylvania, 

could relate to one on one. In the 

interval between trips she had tried to 

find a potential partner congregation, 

but no one could show her how. 

On this second trip pastors were 

given the opportunity to preach in a 

local church. As a woman, Pastor 

Grimmer did not want to travel alone, 

so she joined with Pastor Carl 

Rasmussen of First Lutheran Church 

in Kirkland, Illinois. She had brought 

a number of dresses that members of 

her congregation had made for the 

women in Africa. Pastor Rasmussen 

had brought along a communion set to 

give to the congregation. The story of 

their visit to Nifas Silk congregation 

in Addis Ababa turned out to be, as 

she described it, “an adventure to top 

all adventures.” 

Their van driver had no idea where 

he was going. He stopped a number of 

times to ask people where the church 

was located and finally asked a 

MissionConnect: Holy Trinity NALC and 

Nifas Silk Mekane Yesus (part 2) 
The Lutheran CORE Steering Committee seeks to remind congregations of the challenge that Lutheran 

CORE makes to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner. This 

article continues the narrative of congregations that are making this kind of direct mission connection.  

woman, who got into the van and led 

them to the church. After dropping 

them off, the van driver drove away, 

leaving Pastors Grimmer and 

Rasmussen with no confidence that he 

would know how to find them again. 

“We have no idea where we are,” they 

told each other, “but God knows.” 

They walked into the compound 

and were warmly welcomed. One of 

the things that Pastor Grimmer found 

most interesting about the worship 

service was that even though it was in 

a language they could not 

understand—Amharic—the two of 

them could tell when the people were 

(Continued on page 7) 

The sign for Nifas Silk EECMY congregation. All photos courtesy of Pastor N. Amanda 

Grimmer. 
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Holy Trinity NALC and Nifas Silk Mekane Yesus 

praying the Lord’s Prayer and 

confessing the Apostles’ Creed. “You 

could just tell by the rhythm,” she said.  

“Your body knows the rhythm.” 

When the service was over, they 

were wondering what to do next. They 

were certain that the people would not 

just lock up and leave them there. 

When they were asked, “Are you 

going to be picked up?” they replied, 

“We do not know. We are not sure if 

the van driver knows where we are.” 

A man by the name of Dr. Telahun, 

a medical doctor and president of the 

congregation, invited them to his home 

for lunch and later drove them back to 

their hotel. Pastor Grimmer later 

learned that in Ethiopia people have 

only one name—the name given to 

them at birth. Only in relating to 

westerners do they also use a second 

name, which is their father’s name.  

Pastors Grimmer and Rasmussen 

told Dr. Telahun that their congrega-

tions would like to enter into a 

(Continued from page 6) 

partnership with his congregation. 

Before they returned to the United 

States, they had a breakfast meeting, 

where they were joined by officials 

from the local EECMY synod, Pastor 

Mark Chavez representing the NALC, 

two members of the Ethiopian 

congregation (Dr. Telahun as president 

and the treasurer of the congregation), 

and Mr. Jim Gale, a member of Holy 

Trinity. Although he acted as a Holy 

Trinity member and not its attorney, 

Mr. Gale is a lawyer whose legal 

background proved helpful. Pastor 

Grimmer commented, “We knew we 

might need an attorney to help hammer 

this out, and it turned out we did.” 

Jim Gale coordinated the drafting 

of a Covenant of Understanding 

(download here) which was signed by 

members of all three congregations, 

one in Ethiopia and two in the United 

States. In this document all three 

congregations promise to pray for one 

another and to spiritually support one 

another, but this agreement has nothing 

to do with giving and receiving money.  

Pastor Grimmer is very grateful to 

Mr. Jim Gale and also to another Holy 

Trinity member with legal training, 

Mr. Ryan Schwarz, who is also the 

treasurer of the North American 

(Continued on page 8) 
Council members admire dresses made by members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Abington, Pennsylvania, for the women and children of Nifas Silk.  

Pastor Carl Rasmussen presented a gift of communion ware from his congregation, First 

Lutheran Church in Kirkland, Illinois, to the congregation of Nifas Silk.  

http://www.lutherancore.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Memorandum+of+Understanding+-+Covenant+Draft.doc
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Holy Trinity NALC and Nifas Silk Mekane Yesus  

Lutheran Church, for doing the 

research into IRS regulations and 

developing the necessary forms. These 

forms are the already-mentioned 

Covenant of Understanding, as well as 

the Foreign Donation Protocol and 

Form (download here).  

Gale and Schwarz found that if 

congregations in the United States 

wish to receive tax-deductible 

contributions on behalf of foreign 

churches, then these congregations 

must be able to show the IRS that 

they have adequate control over the 

funds that are sent. Leaders of both 

the American and Ethiopian 

congregations must sign the Foreign 

Donation Protocol and Form, 

indicating that both groups know how 

the funds will be used. In addition, 

the receiving congregation must 

commit itself to giving regular 

reports, including sending pictures, of 

how the money is being used, and to 

return the money if it is not used in 

the intended way.  

Another thing Pastor Grimmer 

learned is that Americans and 

Ethiopians have a different way of 

looking at forms. For Americans, 

forms are to be filled out the way 

they are written, while Ethiopians 

consider it permissible to edit forms. 

“We had to explain to them that they 

could not just edit the form” and 

meet the IRS standards. 

This year, Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church sent the money to the Central 

Ethiopia  Synod in Addis Ababa. The 

Central Synod then sent the entire 

amount to the Nifas Silk congregation. 

In the future, Holy Trinity will wire all 

(Continued from page 7) 

contributions directly to Nifas Silk. 

Wiring the money directly makes it 

easier to comply with IRS regulations.  

It should be noted that while this 

partnership involves three congrega-

tions (two in the United States and one 

in Ethiopia), the expectation is that 

other partnerships would involve only 

two congregations – one in each 

country. A partnership of three 

congregations was allowed in this 

instance because of Pastor Grimmer’s 

desire not to travel alone.  

Pastor Grimmer is very grateful to 

Dr. Gemechis Buba, Assistant to the 

Bishop for Missions for the NALC, 

for all his work in helping set up this 

partnership. She also wishes to thank 

Dr. Telahun, president of Nifas Silk 

congregation, for making sure that all 

the forms got filled out correctly. She 

also commented that the Central 

Ethiopia Synod knows how to help 

facilitate this kind of ministry partner 

relationship and is ready to help other 

American congregations do the same. 

If congregations in the United States wish to receive tax-

deductible contributions on behalf of foreign churches, then 

these congregations must be able to show the IRS that they 

have adequate control over the funds that are sent. 

“Jim Gale and Gemechis Buba are 

the real heroes in this,” she concluded. 

“This has been wonderful, but it has 

taken forever. It will not take forever 

for the next congregation. We can 

show you how. If you walk in these 

steps, it will not take you two trips to 

Ethiopia and two years to figure out 

how to do it.” 

If you have any questions about the 

forms or how they might apply to you, 

please contact Pastor Mandy Grimmer 

at NAGrimmer1@msn.com. 

Many thanks to Pastors Mandy 

Grimmer and Carl Rasmussen, Dr. 

Gemechis Buba, Jim Gale, Ryan 

Schwarz, Dr. Telahun, and the 

congregations of Holy Trinity, First 

Lutheran, and Nifas Silk for paving 

the way and helping show other 

congregations how to enter into 

ministry and mission partnerships 

with congregations in other parts of 

the world. 

Considering making an international mission connection? 

Use this memorandum of understanding to help you 

form your own relationship with an overseas mission. 

Interested in giving money to an overseas church? The 

foreign donation protocol and form helps ensure that 

donations meet IRS regulations for tax deductibility. 

http://www.lutherancore.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Foreign+Donation+Protocol++Form.doc
mailto:NAGrimmer1@msn.com
http://www.lutherancore.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Memorandum+of+Understanding+-+Covenant+Draft.doc
http://www.lutherancore.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Foreign+Donation+Protocol++Form.doc
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Standing against error to stand for Gospel truth   

By Pastor Karl Johnsen 

When I started seminary in 1988 in 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, everybody 

was abuzz about the United Church of 

Canada’s recent decision to sanction 

homosexual ordination. Critics of this 

move sounded the alarm. Those who 

supported the move said that the 

alarmists were being... well... alarmist.  

And it turns out that the supporters 

of the move were right about the roof 

not caving in. There was no sudden 

calamitous destruction. The furor of 

protest abated, and eventually ceased 

altogether. People left the church, but 

there was no sudden mass exodus. 

There was, however, a steady trickle, so 

that now—25 years later—the UCC is a 

shadow of its former self, having lost 

close to 50% of its membership since 

1988. The average age of its members is 

65. And their influence in Canadian 

society has been greatly muted. 

Margaret Wente wrote in the Toronto 

Globe and Mail in July of 2012 about 

the recent UCC General Council: “The 

top item on its agenda is a resolution 

calling for a boycott of products from 

Israeli settlements. Fortunately, nobody 

cares what the United Church thinks 

about Israeli settlements, or anything 

else for that matter, because the United 

Church doesn’t matter anymore.” 

I joined Lutheran CORE in 2009, 

after the ELCA decision to sanction 

same-sex relationships. Up to that 

point, I had belonged to a variety of 

organizations dedicated to the renewal 

of Lutheranism through various 

means, such as prayer, worship, 

mission work, and, of course, by 

working within the political processes 

of the various Lutheran church bodies 

that seemed determined to tread the 

same path as the United Church of 

Canada. Of course, this is precisely 

what has happened. The roof did not 

cave in, although when the tornado 

toppled the steeple on the church close 

to where the 2009 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly was gathered, we all 

wondered there for moment.  

The furor has already begun to die 

down, albeit with a few flare-ups, such 

as the election of R. Guy Erwin as the 

Bishop of the Southwest California 

Synod of the ELCA. Whether the 

decline in membership and revenue in 

those church bodies is greater or less 

than was the case in the UCC is 

another question. But it does seem to 

me that many of the opponents of 

these revisions to the theology and 

practice of the ELCIC and the ELCA 

have to some degree settled with the 

new normal, even if they don’t agree 

with it.  

To be sure, many have left for the 

new denominational expressions of 

Lutheranism in North America (NALC 

and LCMC being the two most 

obvious examples), while others joined 

existing Lutheran bodies such as the 

LCMS and the LCC. But significant 

numbers have, for a variety of reasons, 

stayed in the ELCA or ELCIC.  

At the historic Lutheran CORE 

convocation in Fishers, Indiana, in 

2009, Pastor Paul Ulring made the 

point that Lutheran CORE recognized 

that the decision to leave, or the 

decision to stay, could both be faithful 

decisions. But the task of working for 

the renewal of Lutheranism is one that 

both “stayers” and “leavers” must 

undertake together. This is what 

Lutheran CORE is called to do.  

I have to admit, though, that I am 

somewhat worried about what seems 

to be a tendency to want to back away 

from the church struggle of our times. 

I do understand the need to be pro 

something, lest all we know how to be 

is contra. After all, nobody wants to 

be seen as a grumpy old naysayer. 

Most of us would rather build up than 

tear down. And people have accused 

those of us who contend for confes-

sional Lutheranism in the face of 

revisionism of simply and always 

being against things—being solely 

contra. This criticism stings. We don’t 

like to wear it. And we should not 

wear it, because it is neither accurate, 

nor fair, or even particularly well 

thought out, for that matter. 

We have always sought to advance 

the cause of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. And along the way we have 

always had to contend against 

something. We have always had to be 

contra to whatever teaching, 

movement, organization, or person 

that has stood against the historic 

(Continued on page 10) 

Pro being contra:  
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biblical confession of the Christian 

Church, as handed on to us by 

apostolic witness. We all know that 

issues of sexuality have been the face 

of the Church’s struggle of our time. 

But the problem is not the sexuality 

debate per se. The problem is 

theological revisionism.  

So what is “revisionism?” What 

does it mean? On the surface it simply 

means to revise the theology, and by 

extension, the practice of the Church. 

We have certainly seen this happen in 

the ELCA and ELCIC in the 

movement to sanction homosexual 

marriage and ordination. But we must 

look at the underlying beliefs that 

would allow intelligent people to 

suppose that, with a simple majority 

vote, they could legislate away a two-

thousand-year teaching tradition of the 

whole Christian church. The 

underlying belief at work here is one 

that was influenced by something 

called “historical revisionism.” 

Historical revisionism simply 

means to change the accepted view of 

the history of a particular time or 

event. And this, of course, must be 

done if the evidence warrants it. For 

example, for years the accepted 

history was that the raid by the 2nd 

Canadian Division on the port of 

Dieppe in the Second World War 

should never have been undertaken, 

because it had no real purpose. We 

were all taught that the raid had been 

poorly planned and was a humiliating 

failure. Most of the soldiers who took 

part in the raid went to their graves 

thinking that it had all been for no 

good purpose.  

(Continued from page 9) 

However, recently declassified 

documents reveal that the Dieppe raid 

was actually a “pinch raid,” so called 

because the real (and top secret) reason 

for the raid was to steal something of 

vital importance from the enemy, 

namely, one of Nazi Germany’s new 

“Four Rotor” Enigma encryption 

machines. Interestingly enough, the 

raid was planned by a Naval 

Intelligence officer named Ian 

Fleming, who would later go on to 

write the James Bond books. The 

evidence is not all in—and apparently 

the Enigma machine was not 

obtained—but it seems that there was a 

sound strategic reason to risk the raid. 

Given the objective, previously 

bewildering tactical decisions now 

seem to make sense. More evidence is 

in, and the history is being revised. 

But history has not always been 

revised for such good reasons. In the 

1980s and 90s a movement of 

historical revisionism became popular 

in many universities, where the 

accepted history was being challenged 

not so much on the basis of better 

evidence, but on the basis of the notion 

that the history is written by the 

victors. Winston Churchill famously 

quipped “History will be kind to me, 

for I intend to write it.”  

But this principle was increasingly 

used to revise history because of a 

supposed patriarchal and “Eurocentric” 

bias on the part of those who recorded 

it. Historical events began to be looked 

at through the lenses of Marxism, or 

feminism, or according to the dictates 

of a particular theory of race. White 

supremacist revisionists, for instance, 

rejected the history of the Holocaust 

on the faulty premise that it was 

history written by Jews in order to gain 

sympathy and to keep the white man 

down.  

Meanwhile, on the progressive,  

left-wing side of the fence, much of 

the history of Western Civilization was 

rejected because it was written by 

“dead white European males.” I 

wonder if it ever occurred to anyone 

that these two radically opposed 

ideologies were using essentially the 

same methodology to propagate their 

respective ends. Irony deficiency is a 

terrible thing. 

In any case, this way of thinking 

eventually found its way into theology. 

Long accepted church doctrine, and 

even the Bible itself, were held to be 

suspect because they had been written, 

propagated, and interpreted by 

heterosexual men. It was the product, 

so the revision version goes, of the 

heterosexist patriarchy (fancy talk for 

“straight men who controlled every-

thing”), and therefore needed to be 

rejected in favor of new 

interpretations. We needed to “queer 

the Bible.” We needed to “re-imagine” 

God as someone other than Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. Hand in hand 

with this new thinking came the 

pressure to revise the church’s doctrine 

and practice accordingly. So here we 

are. Some have set aside a two-

thousand-year tradition in favor of 

(Continued on page 13) 

Part of Lutheran CORE’s mandate is to challenge 

these revisionist views. We must not suppose that 

same-gender marriage will be the end of it. 

Pro being contra 
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Suggestions for your annual stewardship campaign 

This month’s column is about 

your congregation’s annual steward-

ship campaign. Specifically, I am 

focusing on financial stewardship. 

I came across an article from RSI 

Stewardship, the largest Christian 

fundraising ministry in North 

America. The article is entitled, 

Twelve Tips for Better Annual Fund 

Campaign Results, and was written 

by Joel Mikell and Bill McMillan. 

Before sharing highlights from this 

article, I want to mention that my 

congregation used RSI for a major 

capital campaign in 2005. We were 

very pleased with the campaign they 

organized for us. However, this 

particular article focuses not on 

capital campaigns, but on a 

congregation’s general budget 

annual stewardship campaign, 

something most Lutheran pastors 

probably deal with when preparing 

for a new budget year.  

The key thematic statement in the 

article’s introduction was this: 

“When people know the vision and 

needs of the church, they are much 

more likely to invest their time, 

talent, and resources.”  

One of my personal short-

comings in ministry has been to 

approach financial stewardship 

from two perspectives: “Our bills 

and obligations” as a congregation, 

and focusing on the need for 

members to be growing in their 

tithe as responsible, committed 

disciples of Jesus Christ. Both are 

appropriate reasons to give.  

However, what I have not done 

often enough is to also emphasize how 

financial contributions are necessary 

for achieving a shared vision or 

ministry goal. This might include, in 

the words of Mikell and McMillan, 

“…an annual plan that details the bulk 

of your ministry objectives.”  

Another tip from the article: In 

sharing your vision and plans, 

remember that “few people are 

motivated by numbers. Most 

people respond to the stories 

behind the numbers…  Today’s 

churchgoers are donating to 

In Pursuit 

of the Great 

Commission 

organizations that are making a 

difference in the community.”  

Next tip: “People respond more 

generously when they know how 

their giving will make a measurable 

difference.” Obviously a very 

different emphasis from the usual 

plea, “People, we have bills to pay!” 

The authors also stress the 

importance of ministry plans where 

it’s clear to your members how these 

ministries will reach people who are 

outside the church. 

One suggestion is to change the 

term “pledge card” to “promise 

card.” This is a minor point, but 

worth considering. 

Another tip is to be sure you are 

keeping up with the changing 

landscape when it comes to online 

giving. This might be nothing more 

than regular reminders to your 

members that bank “bill pay” 

systems can be used for regular 

contributions to church. This is 

especially helpful when it comes to 

members who do not worship on a 

regular basis. 

Next suggestion: “Public displays 

of enthusiasm around the response 

of your members are a great way to 

build momentum.”  Also, in the 

course of the year, “Celebrate 

incremental achievements.”   

(Continued on page 12) 

“When people know the vision and needs of the church, 

they are much more likely to invest their time, talent, 

and resources.”  
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Pr. Brandt welcomes comments and 
questions. Contact him at 
donb@oursaviorssalem.org 

Progress reports are a great way to demonstrate 

movement toward larger ministry goals that the annual 

campaign intends to fund…and report back not just 

numbers but stories of life change through your ministries. 

Annual stewardship campaign 

Another point: “Never under-

estimate the power of saying thank 

you.” Express your thanks not just to 

the congregation as a whole, but to 

individuals on a more personal level. 

“When givers recognize the 

significance of their contributions, 

they will be encouraged to keep 

giving…” A more personal 

confession on my part: I have been 

far more diligent in the “ask” than  

I have been when it comes to 

celebrating and thanking members 

for their generosity.  

A final tip: “Progress reports are 

a great way to demonstrate 

(Continued from page 11) 

movement toward larger ministry 

goals that the annual campaign 

intends to fund…and report back not 

just numbers but stories of life 

change through your ministries.”  

I hope you have found this 

helpful. RSI regularly makes articles 

like this available to pastors on their 

mailing list. You might want to 

check out their website, 

www.rsistewardship.com/. 

Social media and the Gospel 

Well?... Well 

Four or five years ago many 

people heard the message about 

social media and how it was going to 

be a significant means of 

communication. In fact, many 

believed that it would fundamentally 

change the way we communicate. 

Therefore many of us jumped into it, 

including those who began their 

accounts more out of a fear of being 

left behind than an ardent desire to 

learn everything they could about 

social media.  

Therefore, the first use of the 

word “well” here has a question 

mark, perhaps better stated as “Well, 

if you say so…” And here is my first 

point: In the past just being a user of 

social media put you ahead of the 

curve. After all, everyone was in the 

same boat trying to figure out what it 

was and what it is actually good for. 

That is not the situation now. 

Whether you are a business, a 

nonprofit or an individual, you need 

to use social media well today. It is 

easy to find articles on best practices, 

and I provide tips each month, but 

today I just want to drive home one 

point: do it well. You can go old 

school and stick to shoe leather, 

cards, letters, and the telephone. You 

do not have to use social media. But 

if you do use it, use it well. 

In the December issue, I'll share 

with you examples of ways to do 

social media well.  

Rev. Eric Jonas Swensson works with 
the Institute of Lutheran Theology in 

marketing, development and interna-
tional theological education. The owner 

of Sound Shore Media, a social media 

marketing business, he has been using the 
web to connect evangelistically with 

people for fifteen years. A historian and 

a writer, Pr. Swensson can be reached 
at ejswensson@gmail.com or 

914-235-0361.  

Pr. Eric Swensson, our social media consultant, offers some insights on leveraging social media for the Gospel. 

mailto:dbrandt@oursaviorssalem.org
http://www.rsistewardship.com/
mailto:ejswensson@gmail.com
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will be the end of it. There are all sorts 

of strange teachings on the horizon.  

I was not surprised with the 

election of R. Guy Erwin as Bishop of 

the Southwest California Synod of the 

ELCA. The more cynical among us 

(your humble scribe included) had 

considered starting a betting pool 

about who would be the first openly 

gay Lutheran bishop, and how long it 

would take. Were we being negative? 

Perhaps, but it turns out that our 

cynicism was well founded. I admit, 

though, that I was surprised to hear 

that some people in that synod were 

surprised to hear that this could 

actually happen to them.  

I know of another case where a 

congregation has just found out that 

the seminarian assigned to them for 

her internship is in a same-gender 

sexual relationship. I have not heard if 

they are married or not, but it is in 

Canada, so they could be. In any case, 

the ELCIC sanctioned such unions in 

2011. Members of the congregation 

are surprised and dismayed that this 

has come right into their congregation. 

I share their dismay but not their 

surprise. Those of us who have been 

fighting this fight for two decades 

always said that we must never 

suppose that decisions made at 

convention would never affect us in 

our synods, our congregations, and 

even in our own homes.  

It is obvious to me that someone 

needs to continue to sound the alarm. 

Someone needs to continue being 

contra. And the issue is much bigger 

than homosexuality. The underlying 

issue is this: How could the ELCA, 

the ELCIC, and other Lutheran 

bodies around the world so quickly 

revise an historic and scriptural 

something that seems better to them. 

The wisdom of ages has been 

supplanted by the whims of our time. 

This revisionism is so pervasive 

now, that every time some news story 

comes up saying that Jesus had a wife, 

or that his bones have been found, or 

that he was actually a woman, some 

people will believe it. They believe it 

without thinking very much about it 

because, to one degree or another, they 

have accepted revisionism’s 

underlying premise, namely that the 

“official” history must be wrong and 

that the church has suppressed the 

truth in order to preserve the power of 

a few men (and, yes, it is always men) 

who could not bear the radical truth of 

Jesus, the original hippie. 

Such an idea might make for a 

cracking good read in a book like The 

Da Vinci Code, but it is a terrible way 

to do theology. If left unchallenged, it 

can and will lead us down all sorts of 

strange paths. Part of Lutheran 

CORE’s mandate is to challenge these 

revisionist views. We must not 

suppose that same-gender marriage 

(Continued from page 10) 

Those of us who have been 

fighting this fight for two 

decades always said that 

we must never suppose 

that decisions made at 

convention would never 

affect us in our synods, our 

congregations, and even in 

our own homes. 

Pro being contra 

understanding of sex that is at least 

four thousand years old? What has 

changed in our understanding of 

scripture, tradition, and the Church 

that would have allowed us to even 

contemplate such a thing, let alone 

put it into action?  

Even the revisionists have largely 

given up on the project of justifying 

such actions on biblical grounds. The 

argument has shifted from “The 

prohibition on blessing homosexual 

unions is based upon the Church’s 

historic misunderstanding of the texts 

of Holy Scripture” to “The 

prohibition on blessing same-sex 

unions is based upon the erroneous 

understandings of sex within the 

Scriptures themselves.” This gets 

expressed in a variety of glib ways, 

such as “The Scriptures are the 

manger in which Christ is laid, but 

there is a lot of straw in there that we 

have to throw out.”  

A real danger for the Christian 

church today is that Lutherans will no 

longer champion the idea that Scripture 

alone is the final authority in matters of 

faith and life. We do not critique 

Scripture. Scripture critiques us. The 

(Continued on page 14) 

The underlying issue is this: 

How could the ELCA, the 

ELCIC, and other Lutheran 

bodies around the world so 

quickly revise an historic 

and scriptural understanding 

of sex that is at least four 

thousand years old?  
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“Mobilizing Confessing Lutherans 

for Evangelical Renewal” 

ELCA, the ELCIC, and other Lutheran 

denomination bodies, by their actions to 

sanction same-sex marriages, have set 

themselves over and against the 

Scriptures. It has now been established 

that a vote in a church assembly is all 

that is needed to overturn what is 

plainly taught in Holy Scripture. This 

undercuts the very foundations upon 

which we are built. It places our house 

upon the shifting sands of human 

opinions instead of the solid rock of 

God’s word.  

And whether we have left our 

church body or stayed within it, our 

task remains. We must confess Christ 

before whomever or whatever 

threatens his Church. This is a task 

that requires constant vigilance, 

because there is no end to the 

possibilities for theological 

revisionism. In my opinion, the most 

serious damage that has been done by 

the decision to sanction same-sex 

marriage is that we have now 

established that a majority vote in 

convention can revise the doctrine and 

practice in our churches, even if the 

(Continued from page 13) 

Bible and apostolic witness would 

clearly not allow it. Today it is 

homosexuality. What next? 

Perhaps another look at the United 

Church of Canada will give us a glimpse 

at what is coming down the pike. In 

2011 there was a fair bit of buzz in UCC 

circles over the fact that a number of 

congregations are now describing 

themselves as “post–theistic.” Not the 

same as atheism, which denies the 

existence of God. Not even really like 

agnosticism, which does not know 

whether there is a God. “Post-theists 

don’t reject God… but rather take a 

neutral view: God takes a back seat to 

spiritual questing and community 

building.” (United Church Observer, 

2011/02) 

“Post-theism” probably deserves an 

article of its own. And perhaps I will 

write one in order to continue 

sounding the alarm. Suffice it to say, a 

lot of the stuff the post-theists in  

the UCC are talking about has a 

disquieting ring of familiarity about it. 

I am not saying the Lutherans are 

there… yet. But when I entered 

seminary in 1988, people scoffed at 

the notion that we Lutherans would 

ever follow the UCC in sanctioning 

homosexuality.  

“So you, son of man, I have made a 

watchman for the house of Israel. 

Whenever you hear a word from my 

mouth, you shall give them warning 

from me. If I say to the wicked, ‘O 

wicked one, you shall surely die,’ and 

you do not speak to warn the wicked 

to turn from his way, that wicked 

person shall die in his iniquity, but his 

blood I will require at your hand. But 

if you warn the wicked to turn from 

his way, and he does not turn from his 

way, that person shall die in his 

iniquity, but you will have delivered 

your soul.” (Ezekiel 33: 7-9, ESV) 

 

It has now been established that a vote in a church 

assembly is all that is needed to overturn what is 

plainly taught in Holy Scripture. This undercuts the 

very foundations upon which we are built.  

Pro being contra 

A real danger for the 

Christian church today is 

that Lutherans will no 

longer champion the idea 

that Scripture alone is the 

final authority in matters 

of faith and life. We do not 

critique Scripture. 

Scripture critiques us. 

The Rev. Karl Johnsen is a member 

of the Lutheran CORE Steering 

Committee and pastor at Calvary 

Lutheran Church (NALC) in 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. He 

may be reached by email at 

karl@calvarylutheran.ca. 

mailto:karl@calvarylutheran.ca
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Upcoming events 

November 7-9, 2013 
Hilliard (Columbus), 

Ohio 

2013 Lutheran CORE/NALC Mission Festival, “Discipleship: It takes one to 

make one.” at Upper Arlington Lutheran Church. Speakers include NALC Bp. 

John Bradosky, World Mission Prayer League's Pr. Charles Lindquist, The 

Navigator's Bill Mowery and more! Download the festival flyer and 

registration form. Online registration available at http://

events.signup4.com/2013missionfestival. 

November 16, 2013 
Oakmont (Pittsburgh), 

Pennsylvania 

“The Gospel for Today: God’s People in Mission,” an E3 (Evangelism 

Equipping Event) at Redeemer Lutheran Church. This evangelism training 

event will feature two keynote speakers and half-a-dozen workshop presenters 

representing the ELCA, NALC, LCMS, and the Anglican Church. Cost is 

$30.00 per person and includes lunch. Informal gathering time/registration is at 

9:00 AM. Event runs from 9:30 AM to 4:15 PM. A brochure with registration 

form is available on the Lutheran CORE website. For more information, 

contact Rebecka Andrea at 724-787-7780 or rebeckaandrae@yahoo.com. 

December 2-3, 2013 

STS Retreat House, 

Buffalo, Minnesota 

Minnesota Chapter, Society of the Holy Trinity Retreat, from Noon on 

December 2nd through Noon, December 3rd. The Rev. Dr. Paul Westermeyer, 

Professor Emeritus of Church Music at Luther Seminary, is the teaching 

theologian. His topic is in response to Frank Senn’s recent De Trinitate article. 

For more details on the event, contact the Minnesota Chapter Dean, Pr. Trevor 

Bailey, at (507) 859-2168 or tbail65@gmail.com.  

March 11-12, 2014 
San Pedro Center, 

Orlando, Florida 

Florida Chapter, Society of the Holy Trinity Retreat.  Speaker is The Rev. Dr. 

Wollom A. Jensen, STS CAPT, CHC, USN (Ret), Executive Office to the 

Bishop for Armed Services and Federal Ministries Office of the Presiding 

Bishop, The Episcopal Church. For further information contact Rev. Larry 

Recla, Dean of the Florida Chapter, STS at larryrecla@comcast.net.  

March 14-16, 2014  
Three Bears Lodge, 

Warrens, Wisconsin  

2014 Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) Youth Event. 

David Scherer-Agape, musician; Eric Samuel Timm, speaker and artist. 

Contact: Lisa McCormick, ministries@gloriadeitomah.com for more 

information. 

May 5-8, 2014 
Canmore, Alberta 

Canada 

Canadian Rockies Theological Conference at the Radisson Hotel and 

Conference Center. Featured speaker is Dr. Uwe Siemon-Netto, with Dr. 

Walter Sundberg, Professor of Church History at Luther Seminary, as 

respondent. This year’s theme is “The Lutheran Doctrine of Vocation as an 

Antidote to Today’s Lethal Me-Culture.” Registration fee of $300.00 includes 

breakfast and lunch on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. A special room 

rate (approximately $95.00/night plus 12% tax) is available at the Radisson. Be 

sure to quote promo code CANROC when making your room reservation. The 

special room rate will apply for several days before and after the conference. 

(Please note: Be sure to let Pr. Phil Gagnon know if you cancel your room 

because you cannot make the conference. Conference registration/cancellation 

is handled separately from room reservations.) For more information, contact 

Pr. Phil Gagnon at 780-953-3412 or email:  pastorphil@me.com.  

http://www.lutherancore.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/2013-Mission-Festival-flyer-FINAL-v2-08-01-2013.pdf
http://www.lutherancore.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/2013-Mission-Festival-registration-form-FINAL-08-01-2013.pdf
http://events.signup4.com/2013missionfestival
http://events.signup4.com/2013missionfestival
http://www.lutherancore.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/E3-brochure-fall-2013.pdf
mailto:rebeckaandrae@yahoo.com?subject=Evanglism%20Event
mailto:tbail65@gmail.com?subject=STS%20Retreat
mailto:larryrecla@comcast.net?subject=STS%20Retreat
mailto:ministries@gloriadeitomah.com
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