
As Bishop Eaton takes the 
helm of the ELCA, she has her 
work cut out for her. We urge all 
to pray for her in the important 
decisions she will make about 
staffing, especially since the last 
restructuring placed so much of 
the organization directly under the 
presiding bishop’s supervision. No 
doubt she will face many 
pressures to continue the status 
quo in regard to those of us who 
have significant objections to 
many of the directions the ELCA 
has taken in its first quarter-
century. 

She would do well to take a 
clue from Pope Francis. While 
faithfully holding to the traditional 
positions of the Roman Catholic 
Church (in spite of media reports 
to the contrary), Francis is more 
concerned about reaching out with 
the message of salvation to those 
who are alienated from God and 
their true selves. In almost 
Lutheran fashion, he identified 
himself by saying, “I am a sinner,” 
and he confessed that in his earlier 
years he was much too 
authoritarian. The ELCA needs a 
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pastor, not a politician, if it is to 
move beyond the alienation that 
has limited its effectiveness in 
mission. 

As part of the attitude that 
needs changing, one need look no 
further than the August issue of 
The Lutheran, in which the Chair 
of the Conference of Bishops, 
Jessica Crist, is quoted regarding 
the losses of congregations and 
people: “We are healthier and 
happy now. We are of one mind 
that we will be together in the 
mission of the church, even if we 
have different opinions on some 
things.” She adds that the 
membership losses were 
“analogous to cleaning the rolls [of 
a congregation].” But then a corpse 
is always a lot calmer and more 
peaceful than a living body. 

The article is peppered with 
statistical comparisons between the 
ELCA when it was formed in 1988 

On presiding bishops, popes, and 
new directions…. 

and now. There are about 300 
fewer clergy, 1,500 fewer 
congregations, and mission support 
as a percent of congregational 
giving dropped in half. It doesn't 
mention that twenty-five percent of 
the membership is gone (5.3 
million to fewer than 4 million and 
falling). The latest Portico (ELCA 
benefit program) mailing showed a 
major drop in assets of the pension 
fund, which may be in part a result 
of Portico cancelling the health 
insurance of NALC congregations 
on short notice, leading many 
NALC pastors to withdraw their 
pension fund accounts.  

A list of the twenty largest 
congregations in 1988 reveals that 
four of them are no longer in the 
ELCA. The list of remaining 
congregations includes Grace in 
Eau Claire, Wisc., which is now a 

(Continued on page 2) 

The ELCA needs a pastor, not a politician, 
if it is to move beyond the alienation that has 

limited its effectiveness in mission. 

http://www.grace-church.org/�
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Pr. Steve Shipman, director of  
Lutheran CORE, can be reached 
at sshipman@lutherancore.org or 
570-916-7780. 

On presiding bishops, popes, and new directions…. 

shadow of its former self because 
the synod effectively excommuni-
cated a majority of the members 
(as reported here). I checked 
current statistics on the top six, and 
only Mount Olivet in Minneapolis, 
Minn., (number one) reported a 
small attendance increase. The 
others show sharp declines. 

Dr. Vigi George, president of 
Concordia College in New York, 
wrote a perceptive blog article, “A 
Word of Caution to Lutherans.” 
Noting that his Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod and the ELCA 
have chosen different paths, he 
writes, “There is little magnanimity 
for the political, ideological, or 
theological positions that did not 
carry the day with the electorate. 
This tendency to exclude the 
dissenting voices, question their 
allegiance and faithfulness to the 
cause—un-American, un-Christian 
and the like—misses the 
opportunity to build community. 
Instead, we polarize the 
community where the faithful 
wage pitched battles in the public 

(Continued from page 1) square and others become 
disillusioned enough to stand at the 
sidelines not wanting to have any 
part of a process that does not build 
on our collective interest but [is] 
intent on vanquishing the other.” 

He concludes, “We as 
Lutherans have so much to offer 
the world that is in dire need of 
hope, healing and salvation. Let’s 
not be about street fighting, house 
cleaning and prideful prancing, but 
instead, keep our eye on the prize: 
Bearing the Good News!” 

Bishop Eaton was elected, 
most observers agree, because she 
addressed “the elephant in the 
room” and promised to reach out to 
dissenters who have remained. 
Many of us believe the ELCA is 
our denomination, too, and we 
would ask to have our voices heard 
and respected. If the new 
leadership chooses to “clean the 
rolls” of troublemakers in order to 
have peace and contentment, the 
precipitous decline will continue. 
All one has to do is look at the 
average age of the denominational 
membership and clergy to see what 
the future holds. 

It is much easier to exclude 
than to include. We have seen how 
“inclusiveness” can exclude many. 
We are greatly encouraged by 
Bishop Eaton’s election and the 
mandate she received from the 
voting members in Pittsburgh.  

We Lutherans indeed are 
blessed with Good News that the 
world needs. Will they hear that 
from us? That is the task for all of 
us going forward, and Lutheran 
CORE will do our best to mobilize 
confessing Lutherans for 
evangelical renewal. 

There are about 300 fewer clergy, 1,500 fewer 
congregations, and mission support as a percent of 
congregational giving dropped in half. ...twenty-five 

percent of the membership is gone (5.3 million to 
fewer than 4 million and falling). 

Many of us believe the 
ELCA is our denomination, 

too, and we would ask to 
have our voices heard and 

respected. 

mailto:sshipman@lutherancore.org�
http://www.mtolivet.org/�
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Connect with the call at ClergyConnect 
By Pastor Carter Askren 

There’s a reason Lutheran CORE’s newsletter is 
named CORE Connection. Connections are what 
Lutheran CORE is all about, as we seek to mobilize 
confessing Lutherans for evangelical renewal. Those 
connections are made in many ways, through the annual 
theological conference and convocation, discipleship 
events, daily devotions and prayers of the church on the 
website, and through MissionConnect. But there is 
another way that Lutheran CORE makes those 
connections that mobilize confessing Lutherans, and that 
is through the call listing on the website known as 
ClergyConnect.  

One of the large blue buttons on the right side of the 
home page, ClergyConnect connects congregations to 
pastors and church lay staff who are seeking a call. The 
positions are listed  by state and include the position title, 
work schedule, job description, congregation 

information, and contact information. The postings are listed 
for six months, and there is no fee charged for this 
international listing of vacancies.  

“ClergyConnect began as a service of the WordAlone 
Network, when dissenting churches were looking for clergy 
who shared their convictions. When WordAlone closed its 
operation, the listing was carried on by Sola Publishing and 
then transferred to Lutheran CORE,” said Pr. Steve Shipman, 
director of Lutheran CORE.   

The listing has been an asset to Lutheran church bodies 
without a central synodical placement service, allowing congre-
gations to directly link to interested clergy or lay church staff.  

 “It’s a new and different day for the call process for 
orthodox Lutherans,” said Lutheran CORE Moderator, Pr. 
Paul Ulring. “CORE is about connection. ClergyConnect is 

(Continued on page 4) 
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By Pastor Mark Braaten, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 
Tyler, Texas 

One of the wonderful things that Lutheran CORE and 
the NALC are doing is sponsoring Discipleship Events 
across North America. Eleven such events have been held 
in the past few years, and we are looking forward to 
holding many more in the future.  

The events focus on discipleship and mission. They are 
generally held in a local congregation and last one or two 
days. (Most events have been Friday night through 
Saturday.) A main speaker leads the event; past speakers 
have included Bishop John Bradosky, the Rev. Dr. 
Gemechis Buba, and the Rev. Dr. Michael Foss. In 
addition, individuals from the local congregation have led 
a variety of workshops at most of the events. And, of 
course, the celebration of worship is central.  

It is vital that we lift up and do discipleship and 
mission. The Discipleship Events are a practical way to 
grow into that. In addition, a point is made to network 
pastors and congregations at these events. If we are to 

grow into deeper discipleship, we have to do it together. The 
events are fun and a great place to join in this networking.  

Discipleship Events have already been hosted in North 
Carolina, Texas, Indiana, Oregon, Florida, Arizona, Illinois, 
Ohio, and Pennsylvania. Our hope and prayer is to talk about 
and share discipleship in local events across North America. 
And we hope to go even further as we look to network these 
events with the exciting work being done in places like 
Ethiopia and Tanzania! 

Written materials to guide you in hosting a Discipleship 
Event are available, and we will work with you to plan and 
host your event. Funds are available to help underwrite the 
costs.  

If you are interested in hosting a Discipleship Event, or if 
you just have questions, please contact either Rev. Paul Borg 
at paul@lutheran.com or Rev. Mark Braaten at 
mbraaten@oslctyler.org  

What a joy and opportunity to lift up discipleship across 
this vast mission field that we share! 

Regional events train for discipleship and mission 

Connect with ClergyConnect 

CORE’s part of this new day to assist 
pastors and congregations to connect 
on their own or with other existing 
mobility structures.” 

Keith Falk, pastor of Peace 
Lutheran Church (NALC) in 
Edmond, Oklahoma, is one pastor 
who found the ClergyConnect service 
helpful. “ClergyConnect was a God-
send,” said Falk. “It helped me (I was 
ELCA at the time) begin the process 
of finding congregations that had a 
similar theological foundation. 
Unfortunately, denominational 
affiliation isn’t enough of a bench-

(Continued from page 3) mark any more, and ClergyConnect 
opens doors to pastors and congrega-
tions with more of a similar starting 
point/foundation to find one another,”   
he said.  

“Peace Lutheran Church was 
going through trying times several 
years ago, as we withdrew from the 
ELCA to join the NALC. In addition, 
a call committee was formed during 
all of these changes to call a new 
pastor,” commented Jim Smith, who 
served on Peace NALC’s call 
committee. “One process that helped 
greatly was the use of electronic 
media and ClergyConnect. We 
received multiple applications in 

response to our announcement 
seeking a new pastor, and were able 
to identify several excellent 
candidates. God led us to the person 
who was ultimately called to serve as 
our new pastor, and Peace has been 
moving forward. Thanks be to God!,” 
said Smith. 

If you are a congregation seeking a 
confessing, orthodox pastor or lay 
staff member, or if you are a pastor  
or lay church professional seeking a 
call, consider making a connection…. 
with ClergyConnect. Only at 
www.lutherancore.org! 

mailto:%20paul@lutheran.com?subject=discipleship%20events�
mailto:mbraaten@oslctyler.org�
http://www.lutherancore.org�
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By Pastor Dennis Nelson 

Pastor Mandy Grimmer went to 
Ethiopia for the first time in February, 
2011. Her purpose was to attend a 
conference of the Ethiopian 
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus 
(EECMY) and to witness first-hand the 
vitality of this African church with 
which the North American Lutheran 
Church had recently established a full 
communion partnership. Her second 
visit was in April 2012, when she went 
with the express purpose of finding an 
EECMY congregation that her 
congregation, Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Abington, Pennsylvania, 
could relate to one-on-one.  

On this second trip pastors were 
given the opportunity to preach in a 
local congregation. As a woman, 
Pastor Grimmer did not want to travel 
alone, so she joined with Pastor Carl 
Rasmussen of First Lutheran Church in 
Kirkland, Illinois. The story of their 
visit to Nifas Silk congregation in 
Addis Ababa turned out to be, as she 
described it, “an adventure to top all 
adventures.” This story will be further 
told in an article in the November issue 
of CORE Connection. 

But the unique contribution that 
Pastor Grimmer and Holy Trinity are 
making to other congregations seeking 

to establish global mission partner-
ships is the work they have done to 
develop a way for congregations in 
the United States to receive contri-
butions that they then pass on to 
churches in other countries, while 
meeting IRS requirements for tax-
deductible contributions. This way is 
provided in the Memorandum of 
Understanding and the Foreign 
Donation Protocol and Form, which 
also will be described in the next issue 
of CORE Connection. 

Pastor Grimmer is grateful to Jim 
Gale, an attorney and a member of 

MissionConnect: Holy Trinity NALC and 
Nifas Silk Mekane Yesus (part 1) 

The Lutheran CORE Steering Committee seeks to remind congregations of the challenge that Lutheran 
CORE makes to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner. This 
article continues the narrative of congregations that are making this kind of direct mission connection.  

Holy Trinity—who also went on the 
trip to Ethiopia—and Ryan Schwarz, 
himself a lawyer and the Treasurer of 
the North American Lutheran Church. 
These two men did the research into 
IRS regulations and developed the 
forms. She is also grateful to NALC 
Assistant to the Bishop for Missions 
the Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba for all his 
work in helping set up this partnership.   

Pastor Grimmer said, “We can 
show you how.  If you walk in these 
steps, it will not take you two trips to 
Ethiopia and two years to figure out 
how to do it!”  

Pr. Carl Rasmussen at the pulpit of Nifas Silk EECMY with  Pr. Amanda Grimmer & Dr. 
Telahun Teka. Dr. Telahun is the Mekane Yesus equivalent of the council president of 
Nifas Silk. He shepherded  Prs. Rasmussen and Grimmer, graciously fed them lunch in his 
own home, and saw them safely back to their hotel. Photos courtesy of Pr. Amanda 
Grimmer. 
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Pr. Carl Rasmussen in nave of Nifas 
Silk's sanctuary. 

Singers in the chancel of Nifas Silk 
practice for the afternoon Oromo-
language worship service. 

The courtyard of the Nifas 
Silk compound. Note the 
razor wire on top of the 
gate. 
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Studies—sponsored by the 
Carolinas Mission District of the 
NALC— has been created at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, with the Rev. Dr. Mary 
Havens serving as its director. 
New Houses of Studies will be 
located as needed throughout 
North America — in the west, for 
example, as well as in Canada. 

“This seminary design is an 
exciting prospect for our church,” 
says Spring. “For the renewal and 
mission outreach of the church, 

qualified and orthodox pastors are an essential element.” 

A search committee, comprised of Bishop Spring, the Rev. Dr. 
Ben Johnson, and the Rev. Dr. Robert Benne, is presently seeking 
to secure a director for the NALS. The hope is to have the 
seminary director in place in January, 2014. 

Bishop Spring to coordinate NALC theological education 
The North American Lutheran Church’s Executive Council 

has approved the appointment of Bishop Emeritus Paull Spring 
to serve as interim coordinator for theological education. His 
responsibilities will include developing administrative and 
organizational plans for the new North American Lutheran 
Seminary (NALS) and will conclude upon completion of the 
call process for a seminary director, at which time Bp. Spring 
will provide briefings to assist the seminary director in 
transitioning to the position. 

 The development of a seminary was approved at the 
NALC’s recent convocation held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
The NALS will be an integrative, flexible plan for theological 
education that will serve the NALC well into the twenty-first 
century. The new seminary will consist of a Seminary Center 
and Houses of Studies. Many have pictured it as a hub-and-
spokes design—a wheel of sorts. The Houses of Studies will be 
located at existing seminaries and theological schools, 
providing ready infrastructure and theological libraries.  

The new Seminary Center will be located at Trinity School 
for Ministry in Ambridge, Pennsylvania. The first House of 

Social media and the Gospel 
Pr. Eric Swensson, our social media 
consultant, offers some insights on 
leveraging social media for the Gospel. 
 

How Does Your Congregation Use the 
Internet for Evangelism? 

There was very little change in 
communication from the invention of 
papyrus and parchment as a means of 
writing all the way up to Mr. 
Gutenberg’s invention of movable type. 
Many of us are completely stuck in the 
Gutenberg era even though the Digital 
Age is making the telling of the old, old 
story very appealing and engaging. I 
think Luther would tell us that 
Gutenberg was good, but this Google 
thing is great. Luther would definitely 
invite you to be his Facebook friend and 
ask you to follow him on Twitter. 

Seriously, we are told to make 
disciples. We need to do “job one.” How 
are we going to do that? By all means 
necessary, including using the Internet—
perhaps especially using the Internet. 

Of course, it would be a big mistake 
to think that digital will ever replace oral 
and personal interactions. Our homes, 
neighbors, co-workers—even your fellow 
church members— need to hear from 
your own lips what is your hope for 
everlasting life (or simply how you get 
through each week). 

My suggestion for church workers 
is that they train themselves how to use 
this media, do an audit of how their 
congregation is currently using it, 
adopt best practices, and begin to train 
their membership to use it as a means 
of evangelism. 

Rev. Eric Jonas Swensson works with the 
Institute of Lutheran Theology in 
marketing, development and international 
theological education. The owner of 
Sound Shore Media, a social media 
marketing business, he has been using the 
web to connect evangelistically with 
people for fifteen years. A historian and a 
writer, Pr. Swensson can be reached at 
ejswensson@gmail.com or 914-235-0361.  

It might sound self-evident, but many 
congregations are still putting it off or not 
using the Internet effectively. I would be 
glad to look at what you are doing and 
offer advice. I post excerpts and links 
from good articles at my website, 
www.soundshoremedia.com.  

Bishop Paull Spring 

mailto:ejswensson@gmail.com�
http://www.soundshoremedia.com/�
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The art of congregational singing 
I have just enough musical 

training in my background (mostly 
choral work and piano) to have 
strong opinions regarding 
congregational singing. One of 
those strong viewpoints is my 
conviction that pastors and worship 
leaders do not always appreciate 
the importance of congregational 
singing in maintaining a healthy, 
inspiring worship dynamic. 

Before diving into some 
practical suggestions on this topic, 
understand that these guidelines 
hold true whether the hymns/songs 
are traditional or more contempo-
rary in style. One theological point 
I want to make—to set the 
framework for the following 
guidelines—is that the more 
participatory our worship music, 
the better. When worship music is 
more about performance than 
participation, we are neglecting a 
very important part of our 
Lutheran heritage.  

So, when it comes to partici-
patory congregational singing, 
here are some guidelines I urge 
you to consider: 

First, generally speaking, the 
more familiar a musical selection, 

the more participation you will have 
by your worshipers. This sounds 
self-evident; however, many pastors 
and worship leaders too often select 
new and unfamiliar hymns and 
songs. Why would they do this, 
knowing the participation level of 
worshipers will be negatively 
impacted? Sometimes the motive is 
the conviction that the congregation 
needs something new—either to 
“broaden their horizons” or to 
prevent boredom. On other 
occasions the unfamiliar 
composition will be chosen for the 
lyrics, in total disregard of the 
difficulty of the music. (Trust me: If 
worshipers are struggling with the 
music, they are probably not 
appreciating the lyrics.)  

Those who select hymns and 
musical liturgies often have more 

In Pursuit 

of the Great 

Commission 

musical training than the great 
majority of their worshipers. As a 
result they can grow bored with 
more familiar hymns long before 
most of the congregation. Or, a 
completely unfamiliar hymn or song 
might be chosen because of a 
particular season or feast day of the 
church year, or to fit the sermon 
theme for a given Sunday. Maybe 
those selecting the hymns know how 
to sight-read new music and forget 
that most members do not. In other 
words, they may be thinking, “This 
new song isn’t all that difficult; 
they’ll catch on soon enough.”  

When an entirely unfamiliar 
hymn/song is needed, my 
recommendation is to take the time 
to teach this new composition to 
your members. “Teaching” often 
requires nothing more than a 
soloist, ensemble or choir singing 
through the first verse before the 
congregation then joins them in 
singing that same verse. Or, if you 
want to ease your people into a 
new song—and it has a chorus/
refrain—just teach them the refrain 
the first Sunday. Your music 
leader(s) will then sing the verses 
alone, with the congregation 
joining them for the refrain. Then, 
the next Sunday, the congregation 
can sing the entire hymn.  

(Continued on page 9) 

One theological point I want to make is that the 
more participatory our worship music, the better. 
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If worshipers are struggling with the music, they are 
probably not appreciating the lyrics. 

Congregational singing 

Second, the more musically 
complex a composition, the less 
participatory it will be. Some of 
those with musical training might 
balk at this, perhaps considering 
easy” music to be a classic case of 
“dumbing down” our worship 
music. Or they will point out that 
members quickly grow bored or 
inattentive with overly-familiar 
music. I would agree with this 
concern when it comes to liturgical 
music that is sung weekly. 
However, you must factor in that 
most of our hymns and songs are 
sung perhaps four to six times each 
year and that not all active members 
might be in attendance on one or 
more of those Sundays. Given these 
realities, it is important that your 
worshipers are familiar enough with 
the selected hymns—even on an 
occasional basis—to still sing these 
compositions with confidence.  

Complicating this complex issue 
is that some worship leaders/pastors 
are convinced that only they—and 
not their congregants—know what 
constitutes “quality” music. Even if 
that were true, I would encourage 
them to have particularly complex 
compositions performed (e.g., as an 
anthem or a portion of the liturgy) 

(Continued from page 8)  rather than force the congregation 
to struggle to sing them. A final 
point on this matter of complexity: 
If you use contemporary songs, be 
careful not to use songs that—based 
on their complexity, rhythm or 
range—were composed for 
performance, not worship. 

Third, pay attention to the 
number of worshipers in attendance 
at any given service. The general 
rule is that, the lower your 
attendance, the more familiar your 
musical selections need to be. I 
have found that, in most sanctuaries 
(acoustics can vary) fewer than fifty 
to seventy-five in attendance 
requires a certain degree of caution 
in hymn selection. The sad truth is 
that many of our worshipers are 
extremely insecure and self-
conscious when it comes to singing 
in public. And the smaller the 
group, the more self-conscious they 
tend to be. As a matter of fact, if 
your regular worship attendance is 
below fifty, you might want to 
contemplate having less worship 

music overall. Consider a “service 
of the word” for most of your 
liturgy, limiting the total number of 
(familiar!) hymns to two or three 
per service. Few experiences in 
worship are more emotionally and 
physically exhausting than being 
one of twenty-five worshipers 
singing hymns composed and 
intended for groups of a hundred or 
more. (A good example of this is 
some German chorales.)  

Fourth, consider the musical 
range of the melody line. Speaking 
for treble clef singers (female 
voices, with men’s voices/bass clef 
being an octave below this), I have 
found that the best range for a hymn/
song melody is one that  is not any 
lower than a B natural below middle 
C, and not higher than a D natural, 
eight notes above middle C. That 
means a range of ten notes.  

Obviously, you don’t want to be 
legalistic about this, because a 
number of familiar and popular 
traditional hymns exceed this range. 
And sometimes a new composition 

(Continued on page 10) 

The general rule is that, the lower your attendance, the 
more familiar your musical selections need to be... If 

your regular worship attendance is below fifty, you might 
want to contemplate having less worship music overall. 
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Congregational singing 

is so good that it needs to be one of 
the exceptions to any such “rule.” 
But be cautious, because too wide a 
range—especially when it is too 
high—negatively impacts 
congregational participation.  

In looking at musical ranges in 
the Lutheran Book of Worship 
(green hymnal), there are numerous 
cases where the voice range of a 
frequently chosen hymn is too 
high. Examples include “Open 
Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (#252), 
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead 
Us” (#481), and “He Leadeth 
Me” (#501). These hymn keys are 
in contrast to the singing range of 
“Amazing Grace” (#448), “Love 
Divine, All Loves 
Excelling” (315), and “Beautiful 
Savior” (#518). When you find a 
particular key is too high, search 
out a lower key for your organist/
pianist. But when that isn’t 
possible, be cautious about too 
often selecting hymn keys that 
might be problematic for some of 
your members. And something 
else: Generally speaking, the older 
the worshiper, the more limited his/
her musical range. 

Finally, err on the side of too 
much “up front” vocal support for 
congregational singing. This is far 
better than too little. (But don’t  
over-amplify!) Strong vocal 
leadership—whether by individuals, 

(Continued from page 9) 

vocal teams, or choirs—helps your 
congregants sing with more 
confidence and enthusiasm. And that 
up-front support needs to include a 
clear melody line; especially when a 
selection is unfamiliar. Too much 
harmony when the song is 
unfamiliar will only confuse your 
congregation. 

Hymn selection is a case where 
the opinions and recommendations 
of your members are especially 
crucial. The two best ways to 
measure their opinions are 1) their 
volume when they sing a particular 
hymn, and 2) asking them. “Asking 
them” might involve a 
congregational survey, perhaps 
annually or every other year. Simply 
ask them to identify a few hymns 
they wish they could sing “more 
often,” and a couple of hymns they’d 
prefer to sing “less often.”  

The most spiritually and 
emotionally intense moments I 
experience in worship are when my 
congregation sings with confidence 
and enthusiasm. Perhaps the single 
most important way we can increase 
the frequency of these moments is 

by being more thoughtful and 
careful in our selection and 
presentation of hymns and songs. 

And what does any of this have 
to do with the Great Commission? 
Your worship music dynamic is not 
only important to your members; it 
makes a crucial first impression on 
your visitors and guests. The more 
enthusiastic your congregational 
singing, the more likely those first-
time visitors will return.  

Pr. Brandt welcomes comments and 
questions. Contact him at 
donb@oursaviorssalem.org 

Your worship music dynamic is not only important to your 
members; it makes a crucial first impression on your visitors 

and guests. The more enthusiastic your congregational 
singing, the more likely those first-time visitors will return.  

mailto:dbrandt@oursaviorssalem.org�
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Upcoming events 

November 7-9, 2013 
Hilliard (Columbus), 

Ohio 

2013 Lutheran CORE/NALC Mission Festival, “Discipleship: It takes one 
to make one.” at Upper Arlington Lutheran Church. Speakers include 
NALC Bp. John Bradosky, World Mission Prayer League's Pr. Charles 
Lindquist, The Navigator's Bill Mowery and more! Download the festival 
flyer and registration form. Online registration coming soon! 

November 16, 2013 
Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania 

E3 — “The Gospel for Today: God’s People in Mission.” at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church (Oakmont). This evangelism training event will feature 
two keynote speakers and half-a-dozen workshop presenters representing 
the ELCA, NALC, LCMS, and the Anglican Church. Informal gathering 
time/registration is at 9:00 AM. Event runs from 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM. 
Details forthcoming. 

May 5-8, 2014 
Canmore, Alberta 

Canada 

Canadian Rockies Theological Conference at the Radisson Hotel and 
Conference Center. Featured speaker is Dr. Uwe Siemon-Netto, with Dr. 
Walter Sundberg, Chicago LTS Professor of Church History, as respondent.
This year’s theme is “The Lutheran Doctrine of Vocation as an Antidote to 
Today’s Lethal Me-Culture.” Registration fee of $300.00 includes breakfast 
and lunch on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  A special room rate 
(approximately $95.00/night plus 12% tax) is available at the Radisson. Be 
sure to quote promo code CANROC when making your room reservation. 
The special room rate will apply for several days before and after the 
conference. (Please note: Be sure to let Pr. Phil Gagnon know if you cancel 
your room because you cannot make the conference. Conference 
registration/cancellation is handled separately from room reservations.) For 
more information, contact Pr. Phil Gagnon at 780-953-3412 or email: 
pastorphil@me.com.  

October 31, 2013 
Charlotte, North 

Carolina 

Ecclesia Plantanda,” a Reformation Conference sponsored by the 
Department of Lutheran Studies at Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary,. Speakers include the Rev. Dr. J. Larry Yoder and Dr. David 
Yeago. Reformation worship preacher will be Bp. John Bradosky of the 
NALC, with the Rev. Dr. Scott Suskovic presiding. Registration due date is 
October 15, 2013. For further information, download the Reformation 
Conference 2013 brochure here 

 
CORRECTION:  In  a  previous  version  of  the  August‐September  CORE  Connec on, Mar n  Chemnitz  was 
misiden fied as Philipp Melancthon's opponent  in the Adiaphorist Controversy  (see p. 21, column 2). The 
correct name is Ma hias Flacius. We regret the error and have corrected it on the website copy. 
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