
country will be affected by the locust 
plague by September 2013 if no 
action is taken. 

In view of the deteriorating 
situation, the Ministry of Agriculture 
of Madagascar declared a national 
disaster on November 27, 2012. In 
December 2012, they requested 
technical and financial assistance 
from FAO to address the current 
locust plague, ensure the mobiliza-
tion of funds, as well as the 
coordination and implementation  
of an emergency response. 

The $22 million in emergency 
funding that is needed by June will 
allow FAO, together with the 
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Locusts: We usually only think of 
them as one of the ancient plagues 
that afflicted Pharaoh in Exodus 
10:1-20. But locusts are a very real 
and present-day threat to agriculture 
and human survival in other parts of 
the world, especially to thirteen 
million people in Madagascar, nine 
million of whom earn a living from 
agriculture. Locust infestations, if 
untreated, could wipe out food crops 
and livestock grazing lands—and 
with it a family’s ability to provide 
for itself. The plague not only 
threatens agriculture and humans, but 
also Madagascar’s famed and 
endangered wildlife.  

The heart of the locust plague is in 
the country’s southwestern region, an 
area prone to drought and cyclones, 
where more than eighty percent of the 
people live below the poverty line. In 
February, Cyclone Haruna flooded 
rice fields in the region’s coastal 
areas—rice production is central to 
Madagascar’s economy—causing 
significant damage while also 
creating ideal breeding conditions for 
locust swarms. Currently, about half 
the country is infested by hoppers 
(immature insects) and flying swarms 
made up of billions of plant-
devouring insects.  

The Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) estimates that 
about two-thirds of the island 

Ministry of Agriculture, to launch a 
full-scale spraying campaign for the 
first year. 

Nearly sixty percent of the 
island’s more than twenty-two 
million people could be threatened by 
a significant worsening of hunger in a 
country that already has extremely 
high rates of food insecurity and 
malnutrition. In the poorest southern 
regions, where the plague started, 
around seventy percent of households 
are food insecure. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Locust plague attacks Madagascar 

A locust plague in southwestern Madagascar threatens food crops and the livelihood of 
nine million Malagasy farmers, as well as the country’s wildlife.  

http://www.fao.org/emergencies/countries/detail/en/c/161541/�
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Madagascar locust plague 

The plague now threatens sixty 
percent of the country’s rice 
production. Rice is the main staple in 
Madagascar, where eighty percent of 
the population lives on less than a 
dollar per day. The locust swarms 
would also consume most green 
vegetation that might normally serve 
as pasture for livestock. 

“We know from experience that 
this plague will require three years of 
anti-locust campaigns. We need 
funds now to procure supplies and to 
timely set up the aerial survey and 
control operations,” said Annie 
Monard, FAO senior officer and 
coordinator of the locust response. 

“Failure to respond now will lead 
to massive food aid requirements 
later on,” said Dominique Burgeon, 
director of the FAO Emergency and 
Rehabilitation Division.  

“Campaigns in past years were 
underfunded, and unfortunately it 
means that not all locust infestations 

(Continued from page 1) were controlled,” said Monard. She 
compared it to not uprooting the 
roots of a weed, in which case even 
more weeds come back. 

The national Locust Control 
Centre has thus far treated 30,000 
hectares of farmland since the six-
month rainy season began in October 
2012, but some 100,000 hectares that 
need to be treated haven’t been, due 
to the government’s limited capacity. 
In late February 2013, the situation 
was made even worse by Cyclone 
Haruna, which not only damaged 
crops and homes but also provided 
optimal conditions for one more 
generation of locusts to breed. 

The first year of the FAO locust 
control strategy would rely on large-
scale aerial pesticide operations. Some 
1.5 million hectares will be treated in 
2013-14, which declines to 500,000 
hectares in the second year and 
150,000 hectares in the third and last 
year of the strategy. All the operations 
will be implemented in respect of 
human health and the environment. 

The strategy also includes: 

 establishment and training of a 
Locust Watch Unit inside the  
Plant Protection Directorate, for 
monitoring and analysis of the 
locust situation over the whole 
invasion area; 

 aerial and ground survey 
operations; 

 monitoring and mitigation of 
locust control operations to 
preserve human health and protect 
the environment; 

 training in pesticide and spraying 
operations management. 

An impact assessment of the locust 
crisis on crops and pasture will be 
conducted each year to determine the 
type of support needed by farming 
households whose livelihoods have 
been affected. 

 

 

This report comes to us from Friends 
of Madagascar Mission, a Lutheran 
CORE partner ministry that seeks to 
bring Malagasy peoples to Christ 
through prison ministry, evangelism, 
and nutrition ministry at Ejeda 
Hospital. Concerned individuals or 
congregations can donate to Friends 
of Madagascar Mission, which will 
administer the funds through the 
Nutrition Program at Ejeda Hospital, 
located in the heart of the area 
damaged by Cyclone Haruna and the 
locust infestation. 

Billions of plant-devouring locusts darken the skies of Madagascar. 

http://www.madagascarmission.org/�
http://www.madagascarmission.org/�
http://www.madagascarmission.org/�
http://www.madagascarmission.org/�
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“I, therefore, a prisoner for the 
Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy 
of the calling to which you have 
been called,…making every effort 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit  
in the bond of peace.”  
(Ephesians 4:1, 3) 

 

“Journeying Together Faithfully” 
was the slogan intended to keep all 
the factions in the ELCA together in 
spite of disagreements over 
sexuality. It didn’t work, in large 
part because of unresolved issues 
from the ELCA merger. So we 
have separated into three major 
denominations and a host of 
smaller groups. 

The vision of Lutheran CORE is 
to connect all orthodox, traditional 
Lutherans. But that has been easier 
said than done. 

Many who have left the ELCA 
nurse wounds from that experience, 
and their decision often came at 
great personal pain and cost. Many 
who have stayed feel pressured by 
former colleagues to follow them 
out the door. 

While LCMC and NALC seem 
largely to have moved on, the 
ELCA still smarts from the losses. 
Its income is less than at its 
founding twenty-five years ago, 
seminaries are struggling, its 
membership and clergy roster are 
aging, and worship attendance 
continues its free-fall. So there are 
various expressions of anger — 
pastors disciplined for agreeing to 
supply in congregations that have 
left, Lutheran CORE banned from 
advertising in “L” Magazine, and 
pastors removed from the 
unofficial ELCA Clergy group on 
Facebook merely for mentioning 
Lutheran CORE. 

The Apostle Paul addressed a 
divided church in Ephesus, since 
even the New Testament church 
was made up of sinners. And his 
challenge resonates with Lutherans 
in North America today, as we seek 
to call this unchurched culture to 
faith in Jesus. 

The Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, 
Assistant to the Bishop of the North 
American Lutheran Church, will be 
our keynote speaker in the morning 

session of this year’s Lutheran 
CORE Convocation, which will 
begin promptly at 9:00 am 
Tuesday, August 6.  

The Rev. Steven K. Gjerde, 
Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) in Wausau, Wisc., wrote 
an article in the Fall 2012 issue of 
Lutheran Forum addressing our 
relationships as traditional 
Lutherans in and out of the ELCA. 
We have invited him to speak on 
Tuesday afternoon and then to 
participate in a panel discussion 
moderated by Pr. Paul Ulring that 
includes Pr. Mark Chavez of the 
NALC, Pr. Scott Grorud from 
LCMC, and an ELCA pastor. 

There will be a brief business 
meeting in the morning to elect 
Steering Committee members and 
approve a budget. Various 
workshops will be offered in the 
afternoon, uplifting opportunities 
for mission, as well as providing 
occasions for those in different 
Lutheran groups to interact with 
others from the same body. 

Just as the separation of Paul 
and Barnabas after “no small 
dissension and debate” resulted in 
an even greater expansion of the 
early Church, is it possible that our 
separations can be a blessing and 
not a barrier going forward? What 
is the Holy Spirit leading us to 
explore in order for this unity in 
mission to become a reality? 

Lutheran CORE Convocation– “A Life Worthy of Our Calling” 

By the time you read this, 
registration information will be 
posted on lutherancore.org for 
the August 6‐9, 2013, Lutheran 
CORE Convocation, Theological 
Conference, and the NALC 
Convocation in Pittsburgh, 
Penn. Please note the 

discounted hotel rates. The 
Sheraton Station Square Hotel is 
near a transit stop, and there is 

reasonably‐priced parking 
nearby for commuters. (If you 
have a Medicare card, you ride 
for free on Pittsburgh buses, 

inclines, and rail). 

http://www.lutherancore.org�
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“On Being the Church in These 
Precarious Times” is the theme of 
the annual Theological Conference 
sponsored by Lutheran CORE and 
the North American Lutheran 
Church on August 6-7, 2013. 

 “Churches are badly divided in 
spite of the efforts of the 
ecumenical movement to achieve 
church unity. Lutherans, for their 
part, have a lot of work to do to 
reach agreement on the doctrine of 
the Church. Our hope is that this 
conference will make a solid 
contribution to that end,” explained 
conference organizer, the Rev. Dr. 
Carl E. Braaten.  

Together with many Christian 
denominations, Lutherans have 
experienced significant division and 
disunity in recent years. Issues that 
have caused such turmoil are the 
authority and understanding of 
Scripture, the name of the Triune 
God, human sexuality and 
marriage, as well as abortion and 
the value of human life. In light of 
this turmoil, Lutheran CORE and 
the NALC are committed to the 
renewal of Lutheranism and 
Christianity in North America. 

In addition to Dr. Braaten, 
presenters at the conference include 
the Rev. Dr. James A. Nestingen, 
professor emeritus of church 
history at Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, Minn.; the Rev. Dr. Frank 
Senn, liturgical scholar and pastor 

of Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Evanston, Ill., as well as Senior of 
the Society of the Holy Trinity; the 
Rev. Dr. Stephan Turnbull, senior 
pastor of First Lutheran Church in 
White Bear Lake, Minn.; the  
Rev. Dr. Sarah Hinlicky Wilson, 
editor of Lutheran Forum and 
assistant research professor at the 
Institute for Ecumenical Research 
in Strasbourg, France; Dr. David 
Yeago, professor of systematic 
theology in the Department of 
Lutheran Studies at Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary in 
Charlotte, N.C.; and the Rev. Dr. 
Nathan Howard Yoder, pastor of  
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, 
Maiden, N.C. 

“Precarious is an appropriate 
word choice to describe these times 
and our culture,” said NALC 
Bishop John Bradosky. “When the 
church as institution merely follows 
the ‘times’ and absorbs the culture, 
it also finds itself in a precarious 
position. The presenters at this 
year’s theological conference will 
certainly deal with the real and 
present dangers we face, but will 
provide us with powerful insight, 
direction and encouragement, 
renewing the hope that is ours in 
Christ Jesus.” 

“We are excited to offer solid 
theological reflection for both 
pastors and laity on such a timely 
topic,” said the Rev. W. Stevens 

Shipman, Jr., director of Lutheran 
CORE. “There is probably no event 
like this for Lutherans in North 
America, maybe even the world, 
which packs so much content into a 
day and a half.” 

This is the fourth Theological 
Conference sponsored by Lutheran 
CORE and the NALC. The 
presentations from the previous 
conferences are available in book 
format from the American Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau (www.alpb.org).  

The conference begins at 7:00 
PM on Tuesday, August 6, and 
concludes the evening of August 7. 

Lutheran CORE/NALC Theological Conference  

The Rev. Dr. Carl E. Braaten at the 2012 
Lutheran CORE/NALC Theological 
Conference, “Preaching and Teaching 
the Law and Gospel of God.” 

http://www.alpb.org�
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By Pastor Steve Shipman, Director 

My mother stressed the 
importance of keeping promises. 
That may be why I react so strongly 
regarding the recent pension issues  
of the ELCA and its publishing 
house, Augsburg Fortress. 

In its 1999 social statement 
Economic Life: Sufficient, 
Sustainable Livelihood for All,  
the ELCA promises: 

We commit ourselves as a church 
to…compensate all people we call or 
employ at an amount sufficient  
for them to live in dignity; provide 
adequate pension and health 
benefits, safe and healthy work 
conditions, sufficient periods of rest, 
vacation, and sabbatical and family-
friendly work schedules. (p. 10) 

It was known for a number of 
years that the “defined benefit” 
pension plan of Augsburg Fortress, 
wholly owned and controlled by the 
ELCA, was seriously underfunded, 
with less than $9 million to cover 
$24 million in obligations. But no 

In spite of its 1999 promise 
and its oft-stated commitment 

to social justice, the ELCA 
took no action to help those 

who had lost assets they were 
depending upon for a 

comfortable retirement.  

action was taken until 2010, when 
the nearly 500 employees and 
retirees were notified that the plan 
was being liquidated and the assets 
distributed among the members. 

AF had accepted an exemption 
from the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974 
(ERISA) on the basis that it was a 
church plan. Hence it was not 
required to file many mandated 
reports, and workers were not 
covered by federal insurance. 

In spite of its 1999 promise and 
its oft-stated commitment to social 
justice, the ELCA essentially 
responded, “Not our problem,” and 
took no action to help those who had 
lost assets they were depending 
upon for a comfortable retirement. 
There was essentially no comment 
on the issue until some AF 
employees filed a lawsuit against the 
publishing house and the ELCA. 

At about the same time, retired 
clergy of the ELCA were notified by 
its Board of Pensions (now Portico) 
that they should expect a reduction 
of 9% annually for three years in 
their annuitized pensions. While the 
recovering economy mitigated some 
of this, retired pastors and bene-
ficiaries endured a major cut in 
income. Again, in spite of its 
promise, the silence from Higgins 
Road was deafening. 

Several of us tried to have our 
synod  address these cuts at its 2010 

assembly, but any discussions of the 
matter, and even a memorial 
presented by the Reference and 
Counsel Committee, were ruled 
unconstitutional and out of order. 

A legal firm accepted the case for 
AF retirees on a contingency basis 
and secured a $4.5 million settle-
ment. It will cover perhaps a quarter 
of what was promised to retirees, 
after fees and costs (quite reasonable 
in this case) are deducted. 

As to the retired pastors, Portico 
has increased considerably the size 
of the “fine print” and prominence 
of notices warning pensioners that 
the income is not guaranteed. 

The “church plan” exemption 
seems to be premised on the 
expectation that religious groups 
will follow their expressed values, 
so given the commitment of the 
ELCA to “provide adequate pension 
and health benefits,” why were there 
no attempts to alleviate especially 
the situation of AF employees and 
retirees? The ELCA acted in this 
matter exactly the same as the 
greedy capitalist organizations they 
promise not to emulate. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Action could clearly 
have been taken much 
sooner in dealing with 

the underfunding. 

Broken promises: The Augsburg Fortress Pension Fund  
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Granted, there were many factors 
involved, most outside the control of 
the ELCA and Augsburg Fortress, 
including a general economic 
decline and the strains upon most 
religious publishing houses. Yet 
action could clearly have been taken 
much sooner in dealing with the 
underfunding, and pastors could 
have been informed more clearly  
not to rely on the estimates provided 
by the Board of Pensions. 

Members might even have 
welcomed the opportunity to 
contribute to a special fund to 
assist those in need, but that choice 
was never given. It didn’t help that 

(Continued from page 5) while this was happening the 
ELCA was dealing with fallout 
from its 2009 sexuality decisions 
that severely impacted its own 
financial well-being. 

The ELCA economic justice 
document states,  

“God stands in judgment of those 
in authority who fall short of their 
responsibility, and is moved with 
compassion to deliver the 
impoverished from all that 
oppresses them: ‘Give justice to 
the weak and the orphan; 
maintain the right of the lowly 
and the destitute’ (Psalm 82:3). 
The rich are expected to use 
wealth to benefit their neighbors 

Lutheran CORE Convocation 
“A Life Worthy of Our Calling” 

August 6 

Sheraton 
Station Square 

Hotel 
Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania 

North American Lutheran Church Convocation 
“Come to the Water of Life!” 

August 8-9 

Information and registration available on lutherancore.org and  thenalc.org or call 888-551-7254. 

Lutheran CORE/NALC Theological Conference  
“On Being the Church in These Precarious Times” 

August 6-7 
Speakers: 

Carl Braaten James Nestingen 
Frank Senn Stephan Turnbull 
Sarah Hinlicky Wilson David Yeago 

Nathan Howard Yoder  

who live in poverty here and 
throughout the world.”  

Would that the Church had done 
the same with the AF beneficiaries.  

 

Pr. Steve Shipman, director of  
Lutheran CORE, can be reached 
at sshipman@lutherancore.org 
or 570-916-7780. 

Broken promises 

mailto:sshipman@lutherancore.org�
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Attention ELCA members of Lutheran CORE: 

Materials available for ELCA synod assemblies 
It’s synod assembly season.  Help us spread the word about Lutheran CORE! 

Some synods may permit you to have a Lutheran CORE table, while others may permit Lutheran CORE materials on 
congregational tables. 

Contact our New Brighton office (888-551-7254) for: 

 Lutheran CORE brochures 
 Lutheran CORE buttons and pens 
 Copies of the Word of Counsel on Nascent Life 
 
Please indicate quantity and date needed, and help us be good stewards by ordering reasonable quantities. 
 
You might also want to contact Sola Publishing (888-887-9840) for copies of their most recent catalogs. 
 

ELCA asked to set aside “Time for Reflection and 
Self-Examination” as part of 25th Anniversary  
By Pastor Cori Johnson 

The ELCA-Specific Task Force of Lutheran CORE 
and the Lutheran CORE Steering Committee have sent an 
open letter to Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson and all 
synodical bishops requesting that the ELCA set aside one 
month in the year of our 25th Anniversary as a “Time for 
Reflection and Self-Examination.” We believe that it is 
important for our denomination to face its shortcomings 
and confess its failures. As Lutheran theologians of the 
cross, we believe in calling a thing what it is. 

In our twenty-five years as a church body, certainly 
our denomination has made some significant accomplish-
ments. We will be hearing about them throughout this 
year at synod assemblies and Churchwide Assembly. We 
are calling upon our Churchwide offices, synods, and 
congregations to recognize and come to terms with our 
deficiencies as well. 

We are concerned with our low rate of planting 
congregations. We are dismayed by the reduction in 
sending missionaries compared with our predecessor 
bodies’ rates. We are also deeply aware of the 
congregations who have left the ELCA, especially due to 

the sexuality votes at the 2009 Churchwide Assembly. Having 
served on the ELCA Task Force for Studies on Sexuality, I can 
remember receiving many letters from church people, pastors, 
and congregations advising us that they would be leaving the 
ELCA if there were to be revisions in our understanding of 
marriage and ministry standards. Many have followed through 
on their warnings. Yet these individuals and congregations 
often have been labeled as schismatic or troublemakers.  
Hurtful things have been thought, said, and done. Helpful 
things have been left undone. Pain exists on all sides. It would 
behoove us to acknowledge this pain and our failings to keep 
our denomination together. 

Lutheran CORE is poised to assist in developing resources 
for a month of this 25th Anniversary year to be dedicated to true 
acknowledgement of our denominational failures, and even sins. 
Corporate Confession and Forgiveness would be most 
appropriate. We ask Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson to lead our 
denomination in this effort. 

Pr. Cori Johnson serves as chair of Lutheran CORE’s ELCA-
Specific Task Force and was a member of the ELCA Task Force 
for Studies on Sexuality. She is pastor of Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church in Wallace, Mich., and St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in 
Stephenson, Mich. 

mailto:kj.lcore@popp.net�
http://www.solapublishing.org/�
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MissionConnect: Hands-on and face-to-face in Colorado 
and Ecuador – Black Forest Lutheran Church  

By Pastor Dennis Nelson  

Black Forest Lutheran Church is located on the 
north side of Colorado Springs and is a charter 
member of the North American Lutheran Church 
(NALC). Pastor Ken Hohag has served and led the 
congregation since 1990 and shares that it was their 
sense of mission that first drew him there. Of the 
various missions and ministries that the congregation 
supports, many are relationships of twenty years or 
more. A few of those relationships are newer. The 
congregation has mission connections that are both 
local and global. 

Locally, the congregation houses a food pantry 
that serves people in their Zip Code, which covers an 
area of more than one hundred square miles. They 
also participate in an interfaith hospitality network, 
which houses the homeless, and they support Food 
for the Poor, an international organization that 
provides food, housing, and other necessities for 
people living in some of the world’s poorest 
countries. But, according to Pastor Hohag, the 
congregation’s biggest growing edge is the way in 
which they have been working to build more hands-
on, face-to-face connections with the people and 
organizations with which they are in partnership.   

One of these people is Pastor Diedone (Didi) 
Panzo, who is originally from Angola, Africa, but 
now serves in Ecuador as a missionary with the 
World Mission Prayer League. When Pastor Hohag 
met Didi at a Lutheran conference a few years ago, 
he realized that he did not know even one missionary 
by name. He knew that needed to change.  

The Lutheran CORE Steering Committee seeks to remind congregations of the challenge that Lutheran 
CORE makes to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner. This 
article continues the narrative of congregations that are making this kind of direct mission connection.  

Pastor Panzo was a medical missionary and pastor in 
Angola, in charge of a very large health ministry for the 
Angola Council of Churches. Because of the civil war 
there—and because he refused to cooperate with the 
corrupt government—his life was in danger, and he and 
his family fled to the United States.  

At first Black Forest Lutheran Church sent only 
financial support to Pastor Panzo, but did not have a real 
relationship with him. Again, Pastor Hohag knew that 
needed to change. So the congregation began by learning 
about and responding to specific needs that Didi and his 

(Continued on page 9) 

 "These Ecuadoran children are among the many people Pr. Didi 
Panzo's ministry at Paz y Esperanza (Peace and Hope) seeks to 
reach with the Gospel by partnering with Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, World Mission Prayer League, and others. 
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family have. Last year they found 
out that he needed a car; they raised 
funds so that he could buy a used 
one. This year they are responding 
to the financial need of the cost of 
his daughter’s schooling. The 
congregation has committed itself 
to providing half of the funds, and 
is working with the World Mission 
Prayer League to contact potential 
supporters to raise the other half.  

The congregation’s website 
contains a link to Pastor Panzo’s 
blog, so visitors can learn what is 
happening directly. A member of 
the congregation is in regular email 
communication with Pastor Panzo, 
to learn of his latest joys and 
challenges, prayer needs, and 
practical needs, which this member 
then shares with the entire 
congregation. Another personal 
connection just beginning is an 
effort to match up the Sunday 

(Continued from page 8) school children with Didi’s 
elementary-school-aged daughter, 
Sarah. Already, one of the Sunday 
school girls is in regular email 
communication with her. 

Pastor Panzo was able to visit 
and meet the congregation in 
November, 2011, and is coming 
back to Colorado Springs this 
spring to preach and lead a Sunday 
morning class, so that the people 
will hear more from him first hand. 
A major aspect of his work is 
called Paz y Esperanza (Peace and 
Hope), which provides assistance 
for victims of family violence and 
human trafficking and also 
includes an outreach to prisoners. 
Didi’s wife, Serafina, assists him 
in that ministry. 

One of Didi’s most interesting 
experiences happened on a day 
when he was walking to his office 
in Guayaquil, Ecuador. Being 
African, he was approached by 
another African, who asked him if 

he was from 
Nigeria. First 
thinking that the 
woman meant the 
country of 
Nigeria, he later 
learned that 
Nigeria is also the 
name of a nearby 
community of 
descendants of 
black slaves 

brought to South America in the 
mid-1800s. He agreed to go and 
speak to them. When Didi told 
some of his friends about the 
invitation, they warned him about 
the dangers. But he responded, 
“When the Lord calls you, you 
must go.” He went, was received 
very warmly, and has started a 
bible study there. 

During the 2012 Lenten season, 
Pastor Hohag decided to do a 
sermon series on the congregation’s 
various ministry partners. Each 
Sunday he used the sermon time to 
introduce one of the partners and 
then wove their story into the 
message. One Sunday the sermon 
was about Didi Panzo and his work 
in Ecuador. Another Sunday the 
sermon was about Iglesia 
Evangelica Luterana San Pedro in 
Miami, Florida, and the story of 
their pastor, Eddy Perez. Pastor 
Perez serves on the Lutheran CORE 
Steering Committee. An article 
about Iglesia Luterana San Pedro 

(Continued on page 10) 

Black Forest Lutheran Church  

Peru 

Pastor Didi Panzo and his wife, Serafina, at a ceremony 
announcing Paz y Esperanza’s campaign for the prevention of  
child sexual abuse. Serafina received a certificate  for her work. 

http://www.wmpl.org/blogs/dspanzo�
http://www.wmpl.org/blogs/dspanzo�
http://www.wmpl.org/blogs/dspanzo�
http://www.wmpl.org/blogs/dspanzo�
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appeared in the February 2012 issue 
of the Lutheran CORE Connection 
newsletter and can be accessed on 
the Lutheran CORE website.  

The congregation also has 
partnerships with an Ethiopian 
Oromo congregation in Denver and 
with Cristo Rey (Christ the King) 
Lutheran Church, an ELCA 
congregation in El Paso, Texas. 
Pastor Hohag had mentored Gudeta 
Burka, the Oromo pastor in Denver 
who was ordained in December. 
Black Forest Lutheran Church has 
been partners with Cristo Rey 

(Continued from page 9) congregation for twenty-two years.  
Every summer they send a group to 
El Paso to do various kinds of work. 
They hope to have a youth mission 
trip to Iglesia Luterana San Pedro in 
Miami next summer.  

Speaking of these partnerships, 
Pastor Hohag said, “I love to 
connect people of this congregation 
with people in other countries who 
have so much to offer us. They have 
a marvelous witness to Jesus Christ, 
a strong sense of evangelism, a 
deep respect for the authority of 
Scripture, a vibrant life of prayer, 
and a deep trust in the Lord. We 
have been blessed over and over 

again by these partners praying for 
us and our praying for them.” 

You can learn more about the 
ministries and mission connections 
of Black Forest Lutheran Church, 
including a link to Didi Panzo’s 
blog and pictures from the 
congregation’s annual work party 
trip to the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, by going to their 
website, www.bflchurch.org.     

Black Forest Lutheran Church  

http://www.lutherancore.org/mission-connect/stories-of-missionconnect�
http://www.bflchurch.org�
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Hurricane Sandy relief — Putting faces on a disaster 

By Pastor David McGettigan 

The work of the Atlantic City Long 
Term Recovery Group (ACLTRG) and 
St. Andrew By The Sea Lutheran 
Church, a NALC congregation in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, might not 
have progressed as far and as 
fast as it has were it not for 
the generosity of individuals 
and congregations across the 
country — both in volunteer 
efforts and in financial 
support. 

St. Andrew is a founding 
member of the ACLTRG and 
has been blessed to welcome 
volunteers to labor in 
rebuilding damaged homes, 
as well as to receive funds 
through NALC Disaster 
Response both to support the 
ACLTRG but, most 
importantly, to restore 
afflicted residents to safe and 
secure homes. To date more 
than $93,000 in generous 
donations has been expended for the 
recovery and rebuilding efforts, and 
additional funds are waiting to be 
turned into loving action. 

Who has been helped? Let’s put a 
face on the pain we seek to soothe. 
Names have been changed, but the 
stories are true. 

Mary is a fifty-six-year-old school 
crossing guard with an income of 
barely $1,160 a month during the 
school year; she receives unemploy-
ment compensation in the summer. 
With not nearly enough income to 
cover all her bills, Mary works at odd 

jobs but also rents the lower level of 
her old home to a low income friend at 
a reasonable monthly rent. Damage to 
her home was assessed at $22,200, but 
with no savings or assets in reserve — 
and unable to afford expensive flood 
insurance — Mary turned to FEMA.  

FEMA was not permitted to assist 
beyond $1,000 for repairs and $1,888 
in rental assistance while Mary was out 
of her home because regulations 
classify her home as “investment 
property.” Thus, she does not qualify 
for further restoration assistance. The 
ACLTRG intervened, obtaining an 
$8,800 grant for heating and appliances 
and a Robin Hood Foundation grant of 
$4,000. The balance of $9,400 was 
provided by a NALC Disaster 
Response grant through St. Andrew By 
The Sea Lutheran Church. 

Sixty-four-year-old Sophie has a 
daughter and two grandchildren living 

with her. She and her daughter are on 
disability, with a monthly household 
income of $3,663 and savings of 
$3,500. Her roof was damaged, and the 
first floor living space had two feet of 
water in Sandy’s wake. Flood 
insurance was an unaffordable luxury. 

Sophie received $4,707 
from FEMA, but the total 
repair cost is estimated at 
$25,450. ACLTRG 
assisted in obtaining an 
$11,000 grant for the roof 
and appliances, a Robin 
Hood Foundation grant of 
$4,000, and an additional 
outside grant of $1,450. 
The work is being 
finished thanks to $9,000 
provided by a NALC 
Disaster Response grant 
through St. Andrew. 

Dr. Harry Wendt of 
Crossways International, 
Inc., calls the money God 
has blessed us with “love 

in potency” — love that is 
“warehoused” when we hold on to it 
but active in love when we let it go. 
The warehouse doors have been flung 
open, and so much love is being 
transformed into action by the 
wonderful financial response of 
individuals and churches.  

Your volunteer labor is welcome.  
If you wish to volunteer, contact St. 
Andrew By The Sea (609-344-7333; 
standrewbythesea@verizon.net), and 
we will put you in touch with the 
ACLTRG. Thank you for your love! 

1 2 

4 

1) Volunteers from First Lutheran Church, Pontiac, Ill., outside a home 
they repaired in Atlantic City. 2) Before and 3) after the damaged floor 
was removed and renovated. 4) The home’s thankful resident and 
Pastor Dieter Punt of First Lutheran. 

3 
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Moving from membership to discipleship 

I recently read an opinion piece 
in the New York Times regarding 
the increasing acrimony in 
American culture between non-
believers and people of faith. The 
columnist even introduced readers 
to the anthropological term 
schismogenesis. This refers to 
people with opposing viewpoints 
debating their differences and, as  
a result, becoming that much 
angrier with one another. 

I couldn’t agree more with this 
assessment. We have been 
witnesses—especially in the last ten 
to fifteen years—to growing levels 
of not just political, but religious 
schismogenesis in American society. 

It’s certainly not like it was in 
the years of my youth in the 1950s 
and 60s. Catholic writer George 
Weigel, quoted in the March 25th 
issue of Time magazine, explained 
what things used to be like back 
then from a Catholic perspective. 
“You could ‘learn Catholic’ by 
breathing the air in… the 1950s 

Baltimore in which I grew up. No 
more. The air has become chilly; 
even toxic…” Weigel insists that the 
way to respond to this is not to 
retreat, or in some sense throw in the 
towel. “The Gospel has to be boldly 
proposed and radically embodied if 
the church is to grow and the 
wounds of a culture of self-
absorption are going to be healed.” 

As for an evangelical Protestant 
perspective on this, authors David 
Platt and Francis Chan both seem to 
agree that the appropriate response 
to the current culture is not to try to 
maintain or re-create nominal 
Christianity, but rather advocate  
for a more radical kind of Christian 
discipleship. Platt goes so far as to 
say, “One of the greatest enemies of 
disciple-making is good things in  
the Church.” In other words, 
disciple-making and institutional 
success do not always go hand in 
hand. He  also says, “Scores of 

Pursuing Great 

Commission 

Evangelism  

in Your  

Congregation 

people culturally think they are 
Christians [when] biblically they  
are not followers of Christ.” 

Chan claims that we shouldn’t  
be able to distinguish between 
“disciples” and “Christians.” 
Referencing Acts 11:26—“The 
disciples were called Christians first 
at Antioch”—he says, “How can  
you have two different categories?  
It doesn’t make any sense.” 

So let’s assume that we are all 
advocates for disciple-making, and 
we acknowledge that all Christians 
should be aspiring to be faithful 
disciples of Jesus Christ. The New 
Testament, as you probably know, 
doesn’t use the word member, at  
least not in the sense of formal 
membership in an institution. But 
how do we begin to focus on 
discipleship instead of membership?  

In the March/April issue of 
Outreach Magazine, Ed Stetzer 
shares what he considers to be 
common mistakes made by 

(Continued on page 13) 

One of the greatest 
enemies of disciple-making 

is good things in the 
Church. In other words, 

disciple-making and 
institutional success do not 

always go hand in hand.  

One mistake is to equate 
discipleship with religious 
knowledge. The priority is 

not information, but 
Christ-like transformation.  
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Moving from membership to discipleship 

Christian leaders as they attempt to 
model discipleship. One mistake, 
according to Stetzer, is to “equate 
discipleship with religious 
knowledge.” He explains that the 
priority is not information, but 
“Christ-like transformation.” I 
agree. We sometimes give the 
impression in our congregations  
that knowing more necessarily 
leads to a life of faithfulness. 

Another example of what Stetzer 
describes as a broken model for 
discipleship is thinking we can 
somehow “program” for it. (Guilty  
as charged.) I used to equate congre-
gational programs as almost always 
leading to greater faithfulness. Not 
true. There are plenty of examples  
of very busy, growing churches 
preaching a false gospel. Besides, 
growth in discipleship is something 
that we will not always be able to 
measure. And growing disciples  
will sometimes require the kind of 
individualized, one-to-one mentoring 
that will not necessarily be reflected 
in congregational statistics. 

(Continued from page 12) Stetzer also warns readers that 
discipleship does not typically 
happen without a concerted effort on 
the part of Christian leaders. There 
are no shortcuts to helping our 
people become faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The challenge never 
ends, and progress tends to occur 
incrementally over time. 

Since nominal, membership-
focused Christianity seems to have 
lost its popular, cultural appeal over 
the last few decades, we are not just 
faced with new challenges; we also 
have a new opportunity. My sense is 
that the key might just be a Christian 
witness that focuses on the call to  
and implications of radical Christian 
discipleship. As to the decline of 
institutional Christianity in our 
culture, consider the words of 
Richard Mouw: “Christ breathes  
new life and new forms into being  
in response to institutional decay.”  

As to our appropriate response in 
the face of this challenge, a recent 
editorial in Christianity Today 
(March, 2013), written by Mark Galli 
and Andy Crouch, said it well:  

There will always be Christian 
fundamentalisms—strident calls to 
flee the world and purify the church 
—and Christian liberalisms—
misguided attempts to align the 
church with the world’s agenda. But 
as the past century shows, both are 
self-limiting movements. They are 
unable to retain their children or 
persuade a wider public. But only 
evangelical faith—immersed in the 
Word, animated by the Gospel, 
waiting in hope, and empowered by 
the Spirit—can offer news that is 
good enough to pass on to our 
children’s children and to engage a 
wary, weary world. 
 

Pr. Brandt welcomes comments 
and questions. Contact him at 
donb@oursaviorssalem.org 

There are no shortcuts to 
helping our people 

become faithful disciples 
of Jesus Christ. The 

challenge never ends, and 
progress tends to occur 
incrementally over time. 

Only evangelical faith—
immersed in the Word, 

animated by the gospel, 
waiting in hope, and 
empowered by the 

Spirit—can offer news 
that is good enough to 

pass on to our children’s 
children and to engage a 

wary, weary world. 
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Social media and the Gospel 
Pr. Eric Swensson, our social 
media consultant, offers some 
insights on leveraging social 
media for the Gospel. 
 
 

Most people have heard this, 
and I will verify it: Not only is 
there such a thing as spending 
too much time online, for some 
people it is not just a bad habit 
but a real addiction. Noticing the 
behavior of some of my online 
connections, I wonder if they sit 
in front of their computer 
screens clicking the “share” 
button somewhat like a 
compulsive gambler inserts 
coins in slot machines. They get 
some kind of reward for doing 
it, but it probably isn’t as 
rewarding to others as it is to 
them. There is already so much 
stuff out there on social media 
that most normal people get 
exhausted trying to wade 
through it.  

So what does this mean for 
the rest of us? How much time 
can we spend online and how 
many posts can we make before 
we turn into a bother to others 
and perhaps cause a problem for 
ourselves? One way to look at it 
is to ask yourself why you are 

online. Set both goals for what 
you want to accomplish and 
limits for how much time you 
spend and how often you post.  

Remember, if you are a 
Christian whatever you do 
online is a reflection on you, 
your family, your congregation, 
and even your faith. Never be 
rude—and there are ever so 
many ways one can be rude, 
including sharing too much. As 
with everything, it is good to set 
goals and strive to be consistent. 
Be winsome online, and you will 
invite people into the life of your 
congregation and the ministries 
you support. 

One last tip: If you find there 
is so much on your Facebook 
page that you can’t read it all in 
one sitting, there is a way to pare 
it down. People who post too 
much and share every cute 
picture they run across can be 
removed from your news feed. 
Simply go to their page, hover 
over the button that says 
“Friends,” and unclick “Show in 
News Feed.” They remain your 
Facebook Friend and if you 
suddenly find yourself with 
more time—or you actually miss 
being bombarded with kitten 

photos—you can get them back 
the same way. You can also try 
using an app to log stories you 
want to read later (just Google 
the app). Thanks!   

Rev. Eric Jonas Swensson works with 
the Institute of Lutheran Theology in 
marketing, development and interna-
tional theological education. The 
owner of Sound Shore Media, a social 
media marketing business, he has been 
using the web to connect with people 
evangelistically for fifteen years. A 
historian and a writer, Pr. Swensson 
can be reached at 914.235.0361 or 
ejswensson@gmail.com. 
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June 10-12, 2013 Baltimore, Maryland 

“Heaven, Hell,… and Purgatory?” Pro Ecclesia Conference sponsored by the 
Center for Catholic and Evangelical Theology on the campus of Loyola 
University, Baltimore. Register online, print a mail-in registration form, or get 
more information. You can also contact Michael Root (202-680-9979) if you 
have additional questions.  

June 14-16 Pendleton, Oregon 

“Plant Your Flag” Mission Weekend, co-sponsored by St. Paul Lutheran 
Seminary and Faith Lutheran Church, features speakers James Nestingen, 
Belete Demmesaw, and Gordon Huesby. Conference is free and will be held at 
Red Lion Inn and Conference Center, I-84 Hilltop, Pendleton. Details available 
on the St. Paul Lutheran Seminary website. 

June 27-30, 2013 St. Louis, Missouri 

IMPACT National Lutheran Youth Event sponsored by Youth Encounter for 
high school students that have completed grades 8-12. Youth will experience 
worship, small groups on life topics, and serving together as they engage in 
Christian fellowship. Additional information available on the Youth Encounter 
website  or  by calling 1-800-659-6884. 

August 6-7, 2013 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Lutheran CORE/NALC Theological Conference, “On Being the Church in 
These Precarious Times,” at the Sheraton Station Square Hotel. Registration 
fee is $115 and includes lunch on August 7. Hotel rate information and 
registration details are available at www.lutherancore.org. 

August 8-9, 2013 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

North American Lutheran Church (NALC) Convocation, “Come to the Water 
of Life!” at the Sheraton Station Square Hotel. Registration fee is $95.00 and 
includes lunch and dinner on August 8. Hotel rate information and registration 
details are available at www.thenalc.org.   

August 12-17 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, “Always Made New: 25 Years Together 
in Christ.” Details available here.  

August 6, 2013 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Lutheran CORE Convocation, “A Life Worthy of Our Calling,” at the Sheraton 
Station Square Hotel. Registration fee is $70.00 and includes lunch. Hotel rate 
information and registration details available at www.lutherancore.org. 

Upcoming events 

http://www.regonline.com/CCET2013�
http://www.e-ccet.org/sample-page/registration-form-for-2013-conference/�
http://www.e-ccet.org/conferences/�
mailto:ccet@comcast.net?subject=Pro%20Ecclesia%20Conference�
http://www.semlc.org/resources/conference-registration�
http://www.youthencounter.org/Default.aspx?tabid=383�
http://www.lutherancore.org/�
http://www.lutherancore.org/�
http://www.thenalc.org�
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Office-of-the-Secretary/ELCA-Governance/Churchwide-Assembly.aspx�
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