
And still for some might mean 
that their goal is for all orthodox 
Lutherans to eventually leave the 
ELCA. Others, many of whom I 
know and respect, would say “I 
don’t know when I will leave, if 
ever.” Or, “There are good and 
faithful and compelling reasons why 
I am still in the ELCA.” 

I also know lots of faithful 
Lutherans who are NALC or LCMC 
or LCMS or…. What unites us is the 
Common Confession, the authority 
of Scripture in its plain reading, the 
Name(s) of our Triune God, and our 
concerned agreement on other 
important things.  

For some, these things have 
necessitated their departures. For 
others, the reasons to stay have been 
compelling and determining. We are 
still together, I believe, in the 
decisions and choices we have 
faithfully made. 

There is another group, most often 
forgotten or missed. It is the people 
who left the ELCA after the 2009 
vote to go… nowhere else. They 
were hurt, disillusioned, frustrated 
and more. They dropped out. 
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After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord forever. (1Th 4:17 NIV) 

Who do you know who is (some 
might say still) in the ELCA? “Lots 
of people” would be the answer of 
many of us. Many of us are ELCA 
members for lots of good reasons. 

A second question might be more 
important. Do you know orthodox, 
confessional people who are still in 
the ELCA? And the answer to that 
would also be solidly “yes” from 
many of us.  

With them are a huge number of 
people who left the Lutheran 
Church and went elsewhere where 
they found faithfulness, but without 
some things we value and believe to 
be important. 

A very faithful person I know 
told me her family left after thirty-
five years in the same ELCA 
church, but they joined a non-
Lutheran congregation. She said she 
loves much of what they found in 
their new church, but misses—most 
of all—confession and forgiveness, 
the Creeds, and the Real Presence in 
Holy Communion. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Still alive and caught up together: 

What unites us is the 
Common Confession, 

the authority of 
Scripture in its plain 

reading, the Name(s) of 
our Triune God, and 

our concerned 
agreement. 

People left the 
Lutheran Church and 
went elsewhere to find 

faithfulness, but 
without some things we 
value and believe to be 

important.  

Unity in Lutheran CORE 
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Pr. Paul Ulring, moderator for  
Lutheran CORE, can be reached at 
pulring@ualc.org.  

Lutheran CORE lives to connect 
faithful, orthodox people to one 
another. We don’t exist to settle the 
“leave or stay” question for people. 
The issues we raise and programs 
we support go beyond that question. 
We just call everyone we can to the 
Word of God, to orthodoxy, to the 
true gifts of Lutheranism, which we 
still have and share together.  

If you want to know and 
experience more; if you want to be 
supported and encouraged in your 
Lutheran faithfulness, you’re going 
to enjoy this summer’s Convocation 

(Continued from page 1) and Theological Conference, “Being 
the Church in These Precarious 
Times,” August 6-7, in Pittsburgh. 

You’re also welcome to use and 
participate in other mission and 
evangelism events we do together  
in many different ways and places. 
Lutheran CORE connects. Who do 
you know who should be invited  
to this connection with you? Let’s 
gather and make each other welcome. 

Watch our website for more 
information on the convocation and 
theological conference, registration 
details, and discounted hotel rates.  

Unity in Lutheran CORE 

Lutheran CORE Convocation 
“A Life Worthy of Our Calling” 

August 6 

Sheraton 
Station Square 

Hotel 
Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania 

North American Lutheran Church Convocation 
August 8-9 

 More information available on lutherancore.org and  thenalc.org or call 888-551-7254. 

Lutheran CORE Theological Conference  
“On Being the Church in  

These Precarious Times” 
August 6-7 

Speakers: 
Carl Braaten James Nestingen 
Frank Senn Stephan Turnbull 
Sarah Hinlicky Wilson David Yeago 

Nathan Howard Yoder  

mailto:pulring@ualc.org�
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Pr. Steve Shipman, director of  
Lutheran CORE, can be reached 
at sshipman@lutherancore.org or 
570-916-7780. 

We don't like getting into the 
middle of denominational 
conflicts, but once they become 
public as this one did, we can see 
how important it is to be the 
Church rather than mere litigators 
of legal disputes. 

Grace Lutheran Church in Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, has been 
embroiled in a lawsuit with the 
ELCA Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin. The condensed version 
is that when a motion for the 
congregation to leave the ELCA 
failed to gain the required two-
thirds majority—although it 
received more than half—the 
congregation council decided to 
join Lutheran Congregations in 
Mission for Christ and also remain 
in the ELCA. A group of members 
reportedly backed by the synod 
sued, and the congregation lost. 

Bishop Duane Pedersen 
responded by informing Pastors 
Rolf Nestingen and David Irgens 
that they were being removed 
from the ELCA clergy roster for 
acting contrary to the ELCA polity 
and constitutions. 

We have no desire to address 
the legalities of the situation or 
even the actions of the various 
parties up to this point. The 
Apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians 
6:1-8, does object to Christians 

suing one another in secular courts, 
and that is probably relevant. 

Bishop Pederson had an 
opportunity to be magnanimous  
in victory and to work for 
reconciliation in an obviously 
divided congregation, but instead 
chose to pursue his legal 
advantage. A denomination that 
claims to know how to reconcile 
warring parties in the Middle East 
should be able to demonstrate by 
example how contending parties in 
its congregations can create peace. 
One would think that all those 
condemnations of bullying would 
lead to second thoughts about 
bullying the majority of a large 
congregation into submission. 

But a neighboring pastor—who 
supports the bishop’s decision and 
was quoted in a newspaper 
article—is correct: There are no 
winners here. As our Moderator 
Paul Ulring asks, how many people 
in this and similar situations have 
simply walked away in disgust—
not just from a troubled congrega-
tion, but from the Lutheran church 
or, most sadly, from Christian 
churches of any kind? 

St. Paul did not object to 
Christians taking one another to 
court because he preferred one side 
or the other. He saw the scandal 
such actions create and the barriers 

they raise to the proclamation of 
the Gospel. 

Lutheran CORE does not 
advocate either staying or leaving 
with regards to the ELCA or 
ELCIC, although we do urge 
caution, prayer, and patience on 
the part of everybody involved. 

For the Northwest Synod of 
Wisconsin, an opportunity to  
work for reconciliation was 
squandered. Maybe it would have 
failed; who knows? But it was 
worth attempting. And even if it 
had failed, is the mission of the 
Gospel not more important than 
keeping control of real estate and 
money? Who benefits by crippling 
an active congregation and 
creating public scandal in our 
increasingly unchurched culture? 

A lost opportunity 

mailto:sshipman@lutherancore.org�
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The final end of humanity and the universe is a subject of perennial 
interest, especially for Christians. What are we promised? How does that 
promised end relate to history? Will anyone finally be left out of God’s 
intentions to bless humanity? What sort of transformation will be needed 
to enter the presence of God?  

You are cordially invited to the annual Pro Ecclesia Conference 
sponsored by the Center for Catholic and Evangelical Theology in 
Baltimore, MD. This year the topic is “Heaven, Hell, . . . and Purgatory?” 
The theme will be explored from a variety of perspectives, representing a 
variety of Christian traditions.  

The conference begins at 7:00 pm EST on Monday evening on the 
campus of Loyola University Maryland in Baltimore and concludes at 
noon on Wednesday, June 12, 2013. A very strong line-up of speakers 
should make for interesting discussion. 

Register online or by mail by printing out a registration form. Each 
registration option gives information about on-campus housing.    
 
We are very interested in bringing students into the conversation and 
are offering a steeply discounted student registration. If you know of 
interested students, please pass this along.  

Conference cost (including banquet): $250 

Retired clergy: $210 

Students: $115 

We hope you can be with us!  

Heaven, Hell,...and Purgatory? 
The Annual Pro Ecclesia Conference for Clergy and Laity 

Sponsored by the Center for Catholic and Evangelical Theology 

(founded by Carl E. Braaten and Robert W. Jenson) 

Speakers include: 

Paul Griffiths – Duke University 
Isabel Moreira – University of 

Utah 
David Yeago – Columbia, SC 
Victor Lee Austin – St. Thomas 

Episcopal Church, NYC 
Jerry Walls – Houston Baptist 

University 
Ralph Wood – Baylor University 
 
 

Banquet Speaker:  

Joseph Small – Office for 
Worship and Theology, 
Presbyterian Church USA 
(retired)  

For more information, 
contact: 

Michael Root 
202-680-9979 

ccet@comcast.net 

CENTER FOR 
CATHOLIC AND 
EVANGELICAL 

THEOLOGY 

June 10 – 12, 2013 

Loyola University, Baltimore, Maryland 

http://www.regonline.com/CCET2013�
http://www.e-ccet.org/sample-page/registration-form-for-2013-conference/�
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MissionConnect: First Lutheran Church  – 
Pontiac, Illinois 

By Pastor Dennis Nelson 

Being excited about ministry and outreach 
comes very naturally and easily for Heidi Punt, 
associate pastor of First Lutheran Church, a 
NALC congregation in Pontiac, Illinois. This is 
the first time that she and her husband, Dieter 
Punt, have served in the same congregation. 
They are both from South Africa and met while 
attending seminary there.   

Pastor Dieter Punt has been serving at First 
Lutheran for twelve years, while his wife, 
Heidi, has been there for only one year. She had 
previously served in other congregations, but 
after the August 2009 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly, she felt that she could no longer stay 
in the ELCA. She could no longer reconcile 
herself with the method of biblical interpreta-
tion that was being employed within the ELCA 
to justify the social statement on human sexuality. 
Her congregation was not in a position to leave the ELCA, 
so she resigned from her call. When First Lutheran in 
Pontiac began looking for a second pastor, both she and the 
congregation proceeded cautiously. They both wanted 
God’s way, not just what was convenient. Pastor Heidi 
commented, “My husband and I were not surprised we 
could work together; we had raised a family together. We 
looked at our strengths and divided up the responsibilities.” 

After coming to First Lutheran a year ago, she began 
holding Bible studies with all the existing ministries. As 
part of the studies, the question, “Why are we doing what 
we are doing?” kept being asked. The Church Council also 
set aside three weekends for considering the question, 
“What is God calling us to do as Christian leaders?” From 
this process the congregation began refocusing on the Great 
Commission and what it means to them. Their concern is to 

The Lutheran CORE Steering Committee seeks to remind congregations of the challenge that Lutheran 
CORE makes to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner. This 
article continues the narrative of congregations that are making this kind of direct mission connection.  

do God’s work, not just good volunteer work. Each of the 
existing ministry teams was invited to send one 
representative to be a part of the Mission and Social 
Outreach Committee.  This committee meets quarterly, 
engages in Bible study, looks at the congregation’s gifts 
and talents, and studies the community’s needs as well as 
the needs of people nationally and internationally. 

First Lutheran very intentionally thinks of their ministry 
as local, national, and international. Even the benevolence 
budget is structured in that way. Benevolence monies are 
committed first, then other dollars are budgeted to pay the 
bills. According to Pastor Heidi Punt, “Benevolence comes 
first. We know that God will provide the rest.” 

(Continued on page 6) 

Confirmation students took an active role in the 2012 Palm Sunday 
worship  at First Lutheran Church, Pontiac, Ill. 
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On the local level, the 
congregation serves an Easter dinner 
to people in the community who have 
nowhere else to go or do not have the 
financial resources for such a meal. 
The dinner is served on a Saturday 
afternoon the weekend after Easter, 
before the Saturday evening worship 
service. Some who attend the meal 
also stay for the service. Two years 
ago the congregation served fifty 
people; last year they fed 125. This 
year an even larger number was 
anticipated. Funding for the meal 
comes from members of the congre-
gation as well as Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans. Transportation is 
provided for those in need. 

On the national level, the congrega-
tion is developing a partnership with 
Life Stream Oromo Evangelical 
Church, a NALC mission congregation 
in Chicago made up of Ethiopian 
immigrants. Members from First 
Lutheran met individuals from Life 
Stream Oromo at a NALC Great 
Rivers Mission District meeting. 

Pastor Heidi said, “People from 
that church [Life Stream Oromo] were 
sharing what they are doing and what 
their needs are. Our members heard 
their presentation and decided they 
wanted to build a mission relationship 
with them.” It has been working for 
them to have a partnership with a 
congregation that is geographically 
close. Pastor Heidi shared, “We can 
get in a van and go there. Their 
Sunday School children can come 

(Continued from page 5) 

here and experience rural living. We 
are just beginning to establish the 
relationship.” 

Also on the national level, several 
of the men from a men’s Bible study 
group will be going to Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, in April, to help St. 
Andrew By the Sea Lutheran Church 
rebuild a house there. After 
Superstorm Sandy, the men contacted 
St. Andrew and sent financial 
resources immediately. In 
coordination with Pastor David 
McGettigan of St. Andrew, they have 
scheduled their volunteer trip for 
April. An article in the March issue of 
CORE Connection newsletter 
describes the work that 
St. Andrew is doing to 
help people in Atlantic 
City rebuild their lives.     

The congregation’s 
Lenten mission campaign 
this past year was entitled 
“Stomp Out Hunger” and 
is an example of the 
congregation’s ongoing 
commitment to mission. 
On the local level, they 
gathered together for a 
twelve-hour famine and 
prayer vigil to pray for 
those who are hungry and 
to collect canned food for 
their local food pantry. 
On the national level, they volunteered 
at the Feed My Starving Children food 
bank, where they packed enough food 
to feed more than one hundred 

children for a whole week. On the 
international level, they became 
involved in the Heifer Project.  

With the Heifer Project, the 
Sunday School children and the 
preschoolers have challenged the 
adults to see who can raise the larger 
amount of money. In the first two 
weeks $2,500 was given towards a 
goal of $5,000. As money is received, 
animals are placed in a Noah’s ark 
display in the Fellowship Hall. When 
the goal of $5,000 has been reached, 
Noah’s ark will be full.   

One weekend a woman from an 
animal shelter brought in two goats to 

show the children. Pastor Heidi 
commented, “It is really fun to have 

(Continued on page 7) 

First Lutheran Church – Pontiac, Illinois 

First Lutheran Church’s Sunday School children pet 
goats brought in as part of the Heifer Project fund-
raising effort. 

According to Pastor Punt, “Benevolence comes first. We know that God will provide the rest.”  
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First Lutheran Church – Pontiac, Illinois 

the children challenge the adults. 
Right now the adults are winning, but 
not for long. The adults’ pockets are 
empty all the time.”   

Also on the international level, the 
congregation is building a partnership 
with Pastor Scott Ryll, a NALC 
missionary in Hungary. First Lutheran 
had contacted the NALC 
headquarters, asking for potential 
international partners. Pastor Heidi 
said, “We looked at the various 
options which the NALC provided to 
see which one would best fit us.” 
They were drawn to Pastor Ryll 
because of his emphasis on feeding 
the hungry, visiting the sick, and 
reaching out to people who are alone 
and lonely. They are beginning to 
make plans for an adult mission trip 

(Continued from page 6) to Hungary in 2015. When I asked 
Pastor Heidi what they will be doing, 
she answered, “It depends upon the 
needs at the time. The core will be 
personal relationship building.” 

Pastor Heidi’s enthusiasm for 
mission, ministry, and outreach is 
exuberant and contagious. She said, 
“Our mission focus is fluid and 
continues to shift and grow as God 
calls and equips.” She concluded our 
conversation by saying, “I am really 
thrilled that the congregation is 
getting excited. It is easy to be 
excited when the Holy Spirit is the 
driving force.” 

To learn more about the ministries 
of First Lutheran in Pontiac, Illinois, 
you can contact them at 815-844-3695 
or info@firstlutheranpontiac.org, or 
visit their website,   

Attention ELCA members of Lutheran CORE: 

Materials available for ELCA synod assemblies 
It soon will be synod assembly season.  Help us spread the word about Lutheran CORE! 

Some synods may permit you to have a Lutheran CORE table, while others may permit Lutheran CORE materials 
on congregational tables. 

Contact our New Brighton office (888-551-7254) for: 

 Lutheran CORE brochures 
 Lutheran CORE buttons and pens 
 Copies of the Word of Counsel on Nascent Life 
 
Please indicate quantity and date needed, and help us be good stewards by ordering reasonable quantities. 
 
You might also want to contact Sola Publishing (888-887-9840) for copies of their most recent catalogs. 
 

“Mobilizing Confessing Lutherans for Evangelical Renewal” 

CORRECTION: In the March 2013 Mission 

Connect feature, we failed to men on that 

Reforma on Lutheran Church in Westminster, 

California, is also affiliated with Lutheran 

Congrega ons in Mission for Christ (LCMC). 

We apologize for this omission. 

Pastor Heidi Punt leads the many mission 
outreach programs at First Lutheran 
Church in Pontiac, Ill.  

mailto:info@firstlutheranpontiac.org�
http://www.firstlutheranpontiac.org./�
mailto:kj.lcore@popp.net�
http://www.solapublishing.org/�
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New worship resource available: Suggested hymns for lectionary  

and three hymns!). The folks didn't 
know many hymns, so with the help 
of one of the matriarchs, I found 
out what they DID know; tried to 
plan a few weeks’ worth of 
selections using them; and 
instituted a “Hymn of the Month 
Club” to help them learn unfamiliar 
hymns over the course of several 
weeks. I gave the girl who was 
playing the hymns the list of 
selections for a month; she and her 
piano teacher would practice them 
in her lesson; and then she could 
help lead them better. Seemed like 
a good idea, so I filed it away for 
future reference!” 

Pr. Ammlung is a long-time 
contributor to Lutheran CORE’s 
free weekly Prayers of the Church 
resource found on the website.  

“Writing intercessory prayers  
of our own at St. Paul’s began 
when the Sundays and Seasons 
offerings just got to be too erratic  
in content or 
quality for regular 
use,” Ammlung 
said. “It became a 
good spiritual 
discipline for me; 
I try to reflect the 
phrasing of the 
Scripture readings 
(or, occasionally, 
hymn selections) 
throughout the 
petitions, and I 

strive to use simple but rather 
stately language as being most 
appropriate for corporate prayer. I 
always read the petitions out loud 
because I don’t want to trip up the 
assisting minister who might be 
responsible for them! Eliminating 
clunky language, long subordinate 
clauses, and “preachy” petitions is 
key. So is extremely explicit and 
clear punctuation, so phrases make 
sense and sound natural,” she said.  

Pr. Ammlung, a graduate of 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Gettysburg, serves as a supply 
pastor in the Atlantic Mission 
District of the NALC and is 
secretary of the Lutheran CORE 
Steering Committee. When she is 
not preparing sermons or keeping 
minutes for Lutheran CORE, she 
breeds, trains and competes her 
Shelties—Kiri, Cordell, Lyta, and 
Gracie—in Westminster, MD.  

Lutheran CORE offers a new 
resource for worship planning, a 
lectionary-based hymn guide 
developed by Pr. Cathy Ammlung. 
The guide lists the lectionary texts 
and suggested hymns from the 
Lutheran Book of Worship, With 
One Voice, or the Lutheran Service 
Book. Worship leaders will find it 
an aid in planning music for the 
liturgical year. The first installment 
begins on the Second Sunday of 
Pentecost (June 2) and runs through 
Christ the King Sunday (November 
24). The resource will be posted as 
a downloadable Rich Text Format 
(RTF) file located on the Sunday 
prayers for each week.  

“I started the hymn suggestion 
list when I was the associate pastor 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Fulton, MD, and we were between 
regular music directors,” says Pr. 
Ammlung. “However, the germ of 
the idea started when I was serving 
as a supply pastor for a very small 
church in central Illinois, three 
hours east of where we lived (near 
St. Louis) after I graduated 
seminary but before I was ordained. 
The regular organist had left, and a 
7th-grader with two years of piano 
lessons was tasked with hymn 
playing for three weeks out of four 
(the “regular” came back once a 
month to play the entire 
Communion liturgy; the other 
weeks, we did Service of the Word 

Pastor Cathy Ammlung and her sheltie, Cordell, train for 
herding trials.  
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Preaching in the digital age 
Have you sensed it? I certainly 

have. I’m referring to the shrinking 
attention span of my congregants on 
Sunday morning. Part of it is the 
glazed-over, pained expression on the 
faces of our youth as they try to get 
through the sermon. But it’s not just 
the youth. And it’s not just about my 
personal shortcomings as a preacher. 
It’s about living at the dawn of the 
digital age. Think about it. Not since 
the introduction of the printing press, 
almost 100 years before Martin Luther, 
has Western civilization seen such a 
major change when it comes to how 
we communicate. 

Consider how the digital age has 
complicated the task of preaching the 
Gospel in the twenty-first century. 
Communication in the digital age 
involves such a wide variety of media 
that the traditional, fifteen- to twenty-
minute monologue sermon can be 
something less than engaging. Much of 
this comes down to worshipers no 

longer accustomed to staying focused 
without continual sensory stimulation. 

Further, the recognition that people 
learn in a variety of ways that requires 
a multi-media approach to learning also 
presents a challenge to the preacher.   
It’s not just about young people’s 
attention span; they are less likely to 
learn without a varied, multi-media 
approach to the way we communicate 
the Gospel. The Gospel is transmitted 
not just by hearing, but by seeing, and 
in some instances, by doing. 

The digital age has also heightened 
the degree to which we have become an 
entertainment-obsessed culture. Part of 
this manifests itself in some worshipers 
attending church with the attitude of 
spoiled, over-stimulated consumers. 

Related to this consumer mentality 
is a growing disconnection between 
what worshipers want to hear from the 
pulpit and what they might need to 
hear. There is less tolerance, in general, 

Pursuing Great 

Commission 

Evangelism  

in Your  

Congregation 

for the imperatives and life challenges 
that are part of the Gospel message. 

Here are some ideas regarding how 
to preach in the digital age: 

It’s more essential than ever to 
teach congregants the importance of 
worship attendance. A higher 
percentage of our people are 
worshiping infrequently. It’s partly 
increased secularism and partly a 
consumer-oriented expectation that 
they deserve to be entertained. We dare 
not cater to this mentality. Our people 
need to be reminded—repeatedly—that 
the New Testament was written with 
the expectation that every follower of 
Jesus Christ would be an active part of 
a faith community. And they need to 
also be told that an important aspect of 
this participation includes regular, 
faithful worship attendance. 

Communicating through story is 
perhaps more effective in our digital 
age than ever before. Didactic 
messages that sound more like lectures 
than inspirational messages should be 
few and far between. Stories are usually 
a preferable way to share the Good 
News; even when that story is shared 
without the benefit of electronic media. 

Brevity is usually a good idea in 
this new age. One of our congrega-
tion’s worship musicians has told me—
on at least three different occasions—
that he has never heard a sermon of 
conventional length (fifteen to twenty 
minutes?) that couldn’t have been 
preached more effectively in ten 

(Continued on page 10) 

Not since the 
introduction of the 

printing press, almost 100 
years before Martin 
Luther, has Western 

civilization seen such a 
major change when it 

comes to how we 
communicate. 
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Preaching in the digital age 

minutes. A great many people would 
probably agree with that view. So be 
careful about sermon length, especially 
when you begin to approach that 
twenty-minute mark. 

If you are not yet set up for video 
projection in your sanctuary, find a 
way to get it done. You might have 
members who would be willing to 
contribute to this above and beyond 
their regular giving. If you already 
have a projection system, don’t hesitate 
to use it. Occasionally using a variety 
of video resources—PowerPoint 
presentations, small-group videos, 
movie and television clips, YouTube 
video clips, still photos, and a variety 
of graphics—as part of your Sunday-
morning sermon can often make a 
sermon message more engaging for 
your congregants. These can be 
especially effective if they are not more 
than three to five minutes in length.  

I’m convinced that humor can 
help engage your worshipers during 
sermons. If you don’t have the 
personal gift of original humor (like 
me), never fear. Tasteful jokes can 
always be found on the internet. A 
good source is The Joyful Newsletter, 
published by the Fellowship of Merry 
Christians. Just search for jokes based 
on your topic. Perhaps you could 
practice on your spouse or children 
when it comes to your delivery. If they 
approve, then go for it.  

If your congregation is relatively 
small, you can occasionally ask for 
verbal feedback during your sermon. 
And when you do this be sure your 

(Continued from page 9) question calls for an opinion, not a 
“right” or “wrong” answer. 

A few times a year, consider 
surveying your congregation on a 
topic you will be preaching on the 
following Sunday. These would be 
written, anonymous surveys worshipers 
could fill out in a couple of minutes and 
drop in the offering plate. Since these 

are not signed you can quote from them 
as part of your upcoming message. 

Consider having an appropriate 
song or hymn sung either before, 
during or after your message. Draw 
the attention of worshipers to the song 
lyrics (either printed out or projected) 
before the song is performed, played 
from a recording, or sung by the 
congregation. Another option is to 
show a music video of the composition 
from YouTube. Incidentally, I have 
found that our members particularly 
like to hear inspirational stories behind 
a familiar hymn’s composition before 
singing that song. There have been 

numerous books published which tell 
these stories. 

Not all of these suggestions pertain 
specifically to “digital” communication. 
However, they all address the increased 
challenge of engaging worshipers when 
preaching. Connecting to our listeners  
is undoubtedly more difficult today than 
just thirty years ago. The bar has been 
raised; their expectations are 
heightened. I believe it would be a 
mistake to ignore this new reality.  

Finally, all of the above suggestions 
assume that your sermons—first and 
foremost—are based on Scripture. That 
will always be our primary task as 
preachers: communicating, clearly and 
faithfully, the Word of God. 

Note: I am working on a list of my 
favorite preaching resources and ideas.  
If you would like to eventually receive 
this list, email me at the address below.  

Pr. Brandt welcomes comments 
and questions. Contact him at 
donb@oursaviorssalem.org 

Connecting to our 
listeners is 

undoubtedly more 
difficult today than just 
thirty years ago. The 
bar has been raised; 
their expectations are 
heightened. I believe it 
would be a mistake to 
ignore this new reality.  
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June 10-12, 2013 Baltimore, Maryland 

“Heaven, Hell,… and Purgatory?” Pro Ecclesia Conference sponsored by the 
Center for Catholic and Evangelical Theology on the campus of Loyola 
University, Baltimore. Register online, print a mail-in registration form, or get 
more information. You can also contact Michael Root (202-680-9979) if you 
have additional questions.  

June 27-30, 2013 St. Louis, Missouri 

IMPACT National Lutheran Youth Event sponsored by Youth Encounter for 
high school students that have completed grades 8-12. Youth will experience 
worship, small groups on life topics, and serving together as they engage in 
Christian fellowship. Additional information available on the Youth Encounter 
website  or  by calling 1-800-659-6884. 

August 6-7, 2013 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Lutheran CORE Convocation, “A Life Worthy of our Calling,” and the CORE/
NALC Theological Conference , “On Being the Church in these Precarious 
Times,”  at the Sheraton Station Square Hotel. Registration details and hotel 
rate information coning soon!  

August 8-9, 2013 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
North American Lutheran Church (NALC) Convocation at the Sheraton 
Station Square Hotel. Registration details and hotel rate information coning 
soon!  

August 12-17 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, “Always Made New: 25 Years Together 
in Christ”. Details available here.  

June 14-16 Pendleton, Oregon 
“Plant Your Flag” Mission Weekend co-sponsored by St Paul Lutheran 
Seminary and Faith Lutheran Church. Details soon! 

April 29, 2013 New Hope, Minnesota 

“Forde Fest 4: The Canon of Scripture—A Guide for the Perplexed.” 
CrossAlone District LCMC is sponsoring this conference on Gerhard Forde, a 
famous theologian and professor of church history at Luther Seminary, from 
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, 3900 Winnetka Ave 
N. To register contact Stew Carlson (651-207-3939), Brad Jenson (218-625-
2430), or Meg Madson (763-475-0577) 

Upcoming events 

mailto:stewcarlson@yahoo.com�
mailto:bcjenson@charter.net�
mailto:mhmadson@comcast.net�
http://www.regonline.com/CCET2013�
http://www.e-ccet.org/sample-page/registration-form-for-2013-conference/�
http://www.e-ccet.org/conferences/�
mailto:ccet@comcast.net?subject=Pro%20Ecclesia%20Conference�
http://www.youthencounter.org/Default.aspx?tabid=383�
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Office-of-the-Secretary/ELCA-Governance/Churchwide-Assembly.aspx�
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