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Caring for our brothers and sisters in Christ
By Pr. Don Brandt

I

’d like to share something
very personal in this
month’s column. It’s about
the importance of “pastoral care” in
the broadest sense of that term. Not
just the pastoral care given by clergy
to their members, but rather the love
and compassion members provide
one another as part of the priesthood
of all believers.
As a pastor I have been, for the
first time in my adult life, on the
receiving end of a tremendous
amount of compassion and
empathy from the members of my
congregation. This experience has
been a profound reminder, to me,
that one of the most important things
we provide in the Body of Christ is
love and support for one another.
And this is especially needed by
those of our brothers and sisters
who are—for any number of
reasons—in crisis.

My 21-month-old
granddaughter
had a brain tumor.

Pursuing Great
Commission
Evangelism
in Your
Congregation

But on that day—the 14th—Mya
had her first CAT scan, was taken by
ambulance to the nearby children’s
hospital, had an MRI of her head,
was diagnosed with a brain tumor,
and was scheduled for surgery the
very next day.
I was able to change my plane
reservation, and arrived at Mya’s
bedside a couple of hours before she
was wheeled away to the operating
room, in her adult-sized bed, held by
her weeping mother. (An absolutely
heartbreaking scene.) Surgery—just
under five hours—went well. A large
brain tumor was removed, and we

Now to my crisis. Some of you
are already aware of this, because my
crisis unfolded during the first day of
the Lutheran CORE
Convocation in
Minnesota this past
August. It was on that
day I learned, by
phone, that my 21month-old
granddaughter Mya
had a brain tumor. It
was all very sudden.
Mya’s symptoms had
only become evident
a few days before,
and her pediatrician
had suspected nothing
more than an
Mya and her grandfather, Pastor Don Brandt of Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church in Salem, Ore.
intestinal flu.

(Continued on page 2)
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Caring for our brothers and sisters in Christ
(Continued from page 1)

Mya had her first CAT
scan, was taken by
ambulance to the nearby
children’s hospital, had an
MRI of her head, was
diagnosed with a brain
tumor, and was scheduled
for surgery the very next
day.
began a five-day wait (vigil?) until
the final pathology report was ready
on the 20th. Only then did we have
final confirmation that Mya’s tumor
was malignant. So my granddaughter
is now enduring a six-month course
of intensive chemotherapy.
Needless to say, as a parish pastor
I have witnessed similar times of
crisis as an outside observer. As you
can probably imagine, being in the
middle of this particular crisis has
caught me completely by surprise.
For days I could not talk to anyone
about my (only) grandchild without
choking up. My wife Susan said it’s
as if we are now living in some kind
of alternate universe—one where our
lives are upended while the rest of
the world continues on, oblivious to
our crisis.

However, there is at least one
conspicuous exception when it
comes to this new “universe” my
wife and I, Mya, her parents, and the
rest of my family currently inhabit.
The exception is the many brothers
and sisters in Christ in my
congregation who have chosen to
walk alongside us during this
difficult journey. Whether it is their
constant prayers, their words of
encouragement, their hugs, or their
financial contributions toward Mya’s
care, all of these expressions of love
have made this journey easier. And
what a profound reminder that
perhaps the greatest expression of
love is our willingness to share in the
suffering of others. I’ve always
appreciated what the Apostle Paul
wrote in 1st Corinthians 12:26: “If
one part [of the Body of Christ]
suffers, every part suffers with it; if
one part is honored, every part
rejoices with it.”
It’s one of the most important
things we do as faith communities:
Mobilizing to provide the love and

Whether it is constant
prayers, words of
encouragement, hugs, or
financial contributions,
all of these expressions of
love have made this
journey easier.

[O]ne of the most
important things we provide
in the Body of Christ is love
and support for one another.
And this is especially
needed by those of our
brothers and sisters who
are—for any number of
reasons—in crisis.
support others need in the most
difficult and tragic circumstances
of life. And fortunately it’s an area
of ministry at which most congregations have traditionally been very
good. The result is often an
overwhelming sense of God’s
loving presence within our faith
communities and a powerful,
potential witness to nonbelievers
regarding the love we share in
Christ Jesus.
Your prayers on Mya’s behalf
would be most appreciated.
“If we love one another, God lives
in us, and his love is made complete
in us.” (1st John 4:12)

Pastor Brandt welcomes your comments
at donb@oursaviorssalem.org.
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Christian leaders cross denominational lines
Ecumenical leadership summit builds working relationships
Reflections on the Dallas
Ecumenical Leadership Summit
By Lynn Kickingbird

I

felt honored and truly blessed
to have been a part of the
Ecumenical Leadership
Summit that met October 22-25 in
Dallas. The summit brought together
thirty-two leaders from thirteen
Lutheran, Anglican, Methodist,
Presbyterian and Reformed churches
and organizations who hold in
common the historic Christian faith.

The purpose of the gathering was to
build relationships and explore the
common ground we have in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ as well as practical
ways to partner together in mission and
ministry. In addition to Steve Shipman
and me, the Lutheran contingent
included Bishop John Bradosky,
Bishop Emeritus Paull Spring, General
Secretary Pr. Mark Chavez, Assistant
to the Bishop for Missions
Dr. Gemechis Buba, and Assistant to
the Bishop for Ministry and
Ecumenism Pr. David Wendel, all
from the NALC, and Dr. Bob Benne.

The four-day agenda was planned
by Pr. Mark Chavez, Fr. Phil Ashey
(chief operating and financial officer,
American Anglican Council), and Mr.
Mark Tooley (president, Institute on
Religion and Democracy) and
consisted of six plenary sessions and
four working groups, as well as a time
for fellowship, prayer and worship.
The three leaders have been active in
the Association for Church Renewal
for many years. Presentation topics
centered on ecumenical relations,
(Continued on page 4)

Top row (from left): Mr. Robert Lundy, Communications Officer, American Anglican Council; Mrs. Carmen Fowler LaBerge, President, Presbyterian Lay
Committee; The Rev. Canon Phil Ashey, Chief Operating Officer, American Anglican Council; The Rev. W. Stevens Shipman, Director, Lutheran CORE;
The Rev. David Wendel, Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry and Ecumenism, North American Lutheran Church; Dr. Robert Benne, Roanoke College; The
Rev. Dr. Roy Taylor, Stated Clerk, Presbyterian Church in America; The Rev. Clark Lowenfield, Anglican Church in North America; The Rev. Kevin
Rudolph, President, The National Covenant Association of Churches.
Middle row: Mr. Brian Walsh, Anglican Church in North America; The Rev. Jim Barnes, National Minister, The Evangelical Association of Reformed and
Congregational Churches; The Rev. Tom Lambrecht, Vice President, Good News; The Rev. Mark Chavez, General Secretary, North American Lutheran
Church; The Rev. Keith Allen, Anglican Church in North America; The Rev. Mike Walker, Board Member, Good News; The Rev. Paul T. Stallsworth,
President, Lifewatch; The Venerable Canon Dr. Jon I. Lumanog, Canon for Provincial and Global Mission, Anglican Church in North America; The Rev.
Dr. Ed McCallum, Stated Clerk, The Evangelical Presbyterian Church.
Bottom row: The Rev. Ryan Barnett, The Confessing Movement within the United Methodist Church; Dr. Alex McFarland, Director of the Center for
Christian Worldview and Apologetics at North Greenville University; The Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, Assistant to the Bishop for Missions, North American
Lutheran Church; Mr. Mark Tooley, President, The Institute on Religion and Democracy; The Rev. Paull Spring, Bishop Emeritus, North American
Lutheran Church; Mr. Alan Wisdom, Fellow, Presbyterians for Faith, Family and Freedom; Mrs. Lynn Kickingbird, Chair of the Steering Committee,
Lutheran CORE; Mrs. Kathryn Kiser, Board member, Good News, United Methodist Church; The Rev. John Bradosky, Bishop, North American
Lutheran Church.
Present but not pictured: Mr. John Lomperis, Institute on Religion and Democracy/United Methodist Action; The Rev. Canon Alan Hawkins, Provincial
Director, Anglican 1000/Anglican Church in North America; Mr. Steve Beard, Editor, Good News Magazine; The Rev. Dr. Dana Allin, President, ECO: a
Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians; The Rt. Rev. Ray Sutton, Reformed Episcopal Church/Anglican Church in North America.
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Ecumenical leadership summit builds working relationships
(Continued from page 3)
theological education, social witness,
engaging culture, and church planting
and mission within the North
American context.
On the summit’s final day, we
affirmed an ecumenical statement that
addresses each of these subjects. In the
statement, titled “Jesus Christ: Our
Common Ground and Common
Cause,” we stated, “Even as we fully
acknowledge the imperfections of
Christian institutions and the broken
nature of our collective witness to the
world, we commit to strive together for
a faithful way of being Church
together. Our hearts are burdened for
the millions of our neighbors who are
estranged from God and the Church.”
The statement includes summaries of
practical ways we will seek to work
together in the areas of engaging
culture, church planting and missions,
and social witness.
For me as a lay person, the
presentations and workgroup
discussions were powerful, often eyeopening, and bolstered my conviction
for the need to mobilize Christians
around the historic Christian
understanding of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and His Great Commission,
especially in North America.
It also gave me a sense of peace
and hope when noted Christian
apologist Dr. Alex McFarland and the
NALC’s Dr. Gemechis Buba made a
compelling case for viewing the
challenges presented by other religions
and our postmodern culture as
opportunities rather than a cause for

despair. Rather, they exhorted us to be
ready to engage joyfully in
conversation about what we believe
with love.

falling behind us and our energies can
go more and more toward that common
ground and common cause of Jesus
Christ in our world.”

Many of those present have made
significant sacrifices to be faithful to
God's Word. “I have long cherished
my relationships across denominational spectrums, as people from many
Christian groups have been instrumental in my personal spiritual
growth,” said Steve Shipman. “What
unites us is much more important than
what divides us, as we seek to call
people to faith in Jesus Christ in this
great mission field called North
America.”

“God is at work powerfully in
North America,” said Shipman. “I
believe that far more significant than
the media reports about the decline of
Protestantism in North America stands
the witness of 21st century ecumenical
leaders as they support each other and
commit to work together in ministry
and mission.”

This gathering refused to wallow in
pessimism and negativity. Dr. Billy
Abraham of Southern Methodist
University, who spoke on “Engaging a
Changing North American Culture
with the Unchanging Gospel of Jesus
Christ,” said he is optimistic about the
future of Christianity in North
America. Buba reminded us that when
our Lord saw that the people were
harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd, He announced
that the fields were ripe for harvest
and commanded the disciples to pray
to the Lord of the harvest to send
forth laborers.
Perhaps the comments of Kevin
Rudolph, a Presbyterian and president
of the National Covenant Association
of Churches (Presbyterian), capture
best the positive and hopeful spirit of
the gathering. “After so many years of
battling within our denomination, it
was wonderful, encouraging, and
uplifting to know those things are

I thank God for the gracious and
loving fellowship we were able to
share in Christ. Both Steve and I look
forward to future meetings of this
group, and to what God will be able to
accomplish as brothers and sisters in
Christ dwell together in unity.

Lynn Kickingbird chairs the Lutheran
CORE Steering Committee. She
welcomes your comments at
lynn@kickingbirdassociates.com
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How big is the tent?

T

So he told me that our November/
December ad will be included, but
“this will be the last time your ad
will appear in L Magazine.”

he ELCA prides itself
on its inclusiveness, and
it has officially pledged
to respect the “bound consciences”
of members who differ on the
sexuality decisions and, one could
expect, on other matters as well.
Hence we are disappointed if not
surprised by a recent action toward
Lutheran CORE.
We were invited to advertise in
L Magazine, the successor to
Lutheran Partners, which is
published for clergy and other
professional leaders of the ELCA
by Logos Productions. Welcoming
this opportunity to offer our
services to ELCA leaders, we
signed up for two advertisements.
After the first ad was published,
I received a very apologetic phone
call from their ad agency representative saying that no further
advertising from Lutheran CORE
would be accepted because we were
“anti-ELCA.” I asked who in the
ELCA made that decision and on
what grounds, because I wanted to
address their concerns. When no
answer came, I sent a second
email asking, “Was the objection
to something in the ad or to
Lutheran CORE as an organization?” and “If Lutheran CORE
has been declared to be anti-ELCA,
on what basis was that decision
made and who made it?”

Pr. Steve Shipman, director of
Lutheran CORE

Steve Truran, the president of
Logos Productions, responded that
“we don’t have any concerns with
the content of your ad” but “we do
not feel Lutheran CORE supports
the specific mission statement of L
Magazine which says ‘Empowering
ELCA Leaders for Vital Ministry.’”

I have offered to meet
with Bp. Hanson to
discuss Lutheran CORE,
and specifically how we
can help people who
dissent from ELCA
decisions stay faithfully
within the denomination.
That offer still holds.

An official I spoke to in the
bishop’s office (whom I prefer not
to identify) shared his
disappointment with the decision,
but evidently the magazine is pretty
much independent of the ELCA (a
strange situation, I would say). So
we are not being given any
opportunity to make our case or
even to know what the accusations
against us might be. On several
occasions, including the
conversation just referenced, I have
offered to meet with Bp. Hanson to
discuss Lutheran CORE, and
specifically how we can help
people who dissent from ELCA
decisions stay faithfully within the
denomination. That offer still holds.
The irony is not lost that
Lutheran CORE—which advertised
discipleship events using materials
prepared by an ELCA pastor who is
normally the primary leader of
those events, including one event in
an ELCA congregation with an
ELCA synodical bishop
participating on the panel—is not
“empowering ELCA leaders for
vital ministry,” but the Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association,
which bought a full-page ad,
evidently is doing so. We love Billy
(Continued on page 6)
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How big is the tent?
(Continued from page 5)

Graham, but how is a Southern
Baptist empowering ELCA leaders
more faithfully than other ELCA
Lutherans?

We love Billy Graham,
but how is a Southern
Baptist empowering
ELCA leaders more
faithfully than other
ELCA Lutherans?
Certainly the ELCA is hurting
following the loss of a significant
number of members and
congregations over the past decade,
with the accompanying financial
constraints. Membership statistics
for 2011 reveal that by next year
there will probably be fewer than 4
million ELCA Lutherans, down
from 5.3 million at the time of the
merger. Even more ominously,
worship attendance last year
declined nearly 6 percent. The
solution to the problem the ELCA
faces is not to circle the wagons and
treat those who want to be “loyal
opposition” as enemies.
Lutheran CORE desires to work
within the ELCA, which is why we
purchased the two advertisements
in L Magazine. I remain on the
ELCA roster by choice and am
active along with my wife in an

ELCA congregation. Lutheran
CORE as an organization is not
counseling congregations to leave
the ELCA, and we often suggest
ways congregations and pastors can
remain and work faithfully within
it. We urge prayerful and patient
discernment when congregations
approach us for help in making
decisions about their affiliation.
We would be gratified if the
ELCA were willing to discuss any
concerns directly with Lutheran
CORE, and we hope that they
intervene on our behalf with Logos
Productions. While Lutheran CORE
certainly disagrees with some
significant decisions the
denomination has made, we also
honor the many faithful ministries
taking place within and through it.
Our desire is to be a partner with
the ELCA as it struggles to discern
how to be faithful in our North

Lutheran CORE as an
organization is not
counseling congregations
to leave the ELCA, and
we often suggest ways
congregations and
pastors can remain and
work faithfully within it.

Our desire is to be a
partner with the ELCA
as it struggles to discern
how to be faithful in our
North American mission
context.
American mission context. Yes, we
have concerns about the ELCA, and
we will not be bashful about
declaring them. But everybody will
be better served if we can have
open and honest conversations
about our differences.
The ELCA regularly decries
those in other realms who use
power to suppress dissent. Maybe it
is time to try another tactic to build
a big, inclusive tent, if the
commitments to respect “bound
conscience” are more than rhetoric.

Pastor Shipman can be reached
at sshipman@lutherancore.org or
570-916-7780.
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ACR: Religious liberty under threat

A

t its October 15, 2012,
meeting in
Washington, DC, the
Association for Church Renewal
heard a presentation given by
William J. Saunders, senior vicepresident and senior counsel for
Americans United for Life (AUL),
the nation’s first pro-life
organization (founded 1971) that
seeks comprehensive legal
protection for human life from
conception to natural death. A
graduate of Harvard Law School
and the University of North
Carolina, Saunders directs AUL’s
international project and writes and
speaks on a variety of life-related
and human rights topics. A regular
columnist for National Catholic
Bioethics Quarterly, he is
frequently quoted by media outlets
such as BBC World News, CNN,
Fox News, Vatican Radio and
National Public Radio.
Saunders stated that religious
liberty is threatened worldwide.
Efforts to redefine “religious
freedom” as “freedom of worship”
only, and misunderstandings of
what constitutes discrimination,
allow governments to exert control
over faith groups who oppose the
current trend toward abortion on
demand, gay marriage, or
mandatory contraception in health
insurance programs.

second example concerned a
“conscience protection” law passed
in Missouri that would allow health
care workers to refuse participating
in abortions if it violated their
conscience. However, the extent to
who is covered by that clause is
being disputed in the courts.

William J. Saunders

He noted that there are two types
of discrimination, “rational” and
“irrational.” Irrational discrimination is represented by slavery and
segregation whereas rational
discrimination would be
exemplified by a ban on same-sex
marriage. This distinction is
increasingly being rejected as samesex marriage becomes more and
more popular and pro-gay marriage
groups equate the ban on gay
marriages with slavery.
Opposition to religious liberty
takes place not just at the federal
level but at the state level as well.
Saunders provided two examples.
The first consisted of a New
Mexico case currently under appeal
in which a photographer, for
religious reasons, refused to
photograph a gay union ceremony
and was subsequently fined. The

Saunders stated that some states
have good conscience protection
laws, but they may not necessarily
extend to pharmacists who are
opposed to dispensing abortifacients (the so-called “morning after
pill”) or contraceptives. Such
contraceptives are required by the
Patient Protection and Affordable
Health Care Act and, although
churches have been given a year to
come up with alternative plans, non
-profits must comply with the law.
“We are grateful to Bill for
providing the Association with an
overview of the issues at stake in
the ongoing struggle for religious
freedom and right-to-life
legislation,” remarked Pr. Mark
Chavez, ACR president and NALC
general secretary.
In other business, attendees
heard reports from member
organizations, including the
Ecumenical Leadership Summit in
Dallas, Texas. [see story on p. 3]
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As we sing, so we believe: Hymnody and liturgy
By Pr. Paul Ulring
Lutheran CORE Moderator

M

y dad taught me
years ago, “You
teach more by what
you do than what you say.” But
there’s a Latin and theological
phrase, lex orandi, lex credenti,
too. Dr. Amy Schifrin ably spoke
about this opportunity and
challenge at the recent Lutheran
CORE/NALC Theological
Conference in August.
Actions may speak louder than
words, but not always. Liturgy,
which is much more than words,
teaches and helps us keep the faith.
In our liturgical words (which are
mostly Scripture arranged and
some of it set to music) we “keep
the faith.” Some criticize the rote
nature of liturgy; it is only so for
those who let it be. We need to
teach not just liturgical words but
unpack them for daily living.
That’s why the Church rightly
wrestles with liturgical changes and
often even fights to keep the faith
in what becomes the “regular” fare
of our worshipping congregations.
The specific words….matter.
I remember the late theologian
Warren Quanbeck saying that a
future generation resisting or
avoiding guilt may struggle with,
“….we are by nature sinful and
unclean” in the old Service Book

and Hymnal Brief Order for
Confession, but it will not be able
to avoid the reality of “bondage to
sin and cannot free ourselves” in an
age of addiction and more.
We care about language; we
must do so, to contend for the faith
delivered by the saints to us…to
keep it and send it forward to new
generations of people who need to
be kept and helped to live in faith.

In our liturgical words
(which are mostly
Scripture arranged
and... set to music) we
“keep the faith.”
I would like to add an additional
piece to this reality and discussion,
however. For Lutherans, liturgy is
not just p. 56 or “What’s in the
front of the book,” or even the
typical Sunday Holy Communion,
which comes from the so-called
Western Rite, with roots in the
Roman Mass.
Lutherans have been more or
less formal and liturgical for most
of our history. And there is more to
liturgy. It is also our hymnody. We
sing the faith. That’s a huge part of
how we keep it. Hymns are our
liturgy, too.

The theology in the words that
we sing in worship together teach
and keep us in correct doctrine……
or not. This doesn’t mean that we
don’t have favorites and the debates
over what’s in the book can
continue, as they have in the past.
Newer books have hymns and
gospel songs that were never
allowed in earlier Lutheran books.
The words of our hymns and
songs matter a great deal to the
faith we have and keep. It’s more
than whether what we sing is old or
new, hymn or gospel, so-called
objective or subjective in nature.
We sing what we believe, and we
believe what we sing. It’s that
important.
I often look to the bottom of the
page to see how old a hymn is and
where it comes from in the
Church’s history. The “older the
better” is not always true, but it can
be said that the older it is the more
often it is very theological. That’s
important.
Many old hymns end with a
Trinitarian doxology. The older the
Christmas carol, the more likely it
is to be theological and not just
European winter culture. None of
this is necessarily wrong; I like “In
the Bleak Midwinter,” especially
the last verse. There are many new
(Continued on page 9)
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As we sing, so we believe: Hymnody and liturgy
(Continued from page 8)

worship songs that absolutely are
solid and will help us keep the faith
to pass on to future generations.
Different times demand new songs.
That could be said of the fourth
century, too, I’m sure.

might have been, but think of the
future. We’ll be fortunate to bring
great theology to those tunes that
have some cultural connection,
unless we’re just having hospice
services for ourselves. I want to be
part of a living future.

There is more to liturgy.
It is also our hymnody.
We sing the faith. That’s
a huge part of how we
keep it. Hymns are our
liturgy, too.

My father required me to take
piano lessons until I could sightread any hymn in the book. By that
time, I loved hymns and moved on
to the organ a bit. I have been
accused of knowing more hymns
than Scripture. I love hymns and
some new songs, too. But they have
to be more than “Jesus, Jesus, la, la,
la.” We believe what we sing. I
want to maximize this reality.

I read and use hymnals
devotionally. There are great hymns
theologically that may not have a
tune we know or can easily sing. I
will not skip a great hymn for its
tune (I know, I’ll get mail now).
The metrics at the bottom of the
page tell us other tunes that can be
used to sing this hymn. We do it
regularly.

As we work to contend for the
faith; as we wrestle with some of
the new things that have come that
threaten Trinitarian language and
theology of God, as we try to find
effective ways to gather our people
for worship and the learning it also
brings……let’s look at what we
sing, too.

The old favorite “What a Friend
We Have in Jesus,” for instance,
can be sung to many other tunes.
Most people would not substitute,
because they like the one we know.
But there are hymns we should
consider, whose tunes may be quite
unusable for most.
I know some believe that
teaching tunes is a good idea. It

Sadly, I can sing many of the
cigarette jingles of my childhood.
Why? Because the music put the
words in my head, if not smoking in
my mouth. What are we putting into
our and our children’s heads by the
tunes we sing? Sure, Martin Luther
adapted a popular tune for “A
Mighty Fortress,” but he made sure
the content was theologically
worthwhile.

The words of our hymns
and songs matter a
great deal to the faith
we have and keep…We
sing what we believe,
and we believe what we
sing. It’s that important.
In our congregation we regularly
write and teach Scripture songs as
part of Vacation Bible School and
Sunday School. You can hear them
playing and being sung around
town all year long, at swimming
pools and super markets. The
children GET IT, effectively sung
into their heads and hearts.
One can ask, where has the
Church’s eschatology, theology,
and language of Heaven gone? I
believe part of it is that we don’t
sing funeral hymns anymore. We
want “Amazing Grace” and “How
Great Thou Art” which were never
in Lutheran books until the LBW.
And they “teach” us little
about……eternity.
Do you ever wonder how so
many Lutherans came to love/want
“The Old Rugged Cross,” which to
my knowledge has never been in a
Lutheran hymn resource? These
may be fine songs for some, but
(Continued on page 10)

CORE CONNECTION — News from Lutheran CORE

November 2012 — Page 10

As we sing, so we believe: Hymnody and liturgy
(Continued from page 9)

how much do they teach about
eternal life theology and
resurrection? By contrast the 17th
century “In Heaven Above” (ELW
630 or LBW 330)—a hymn
virtually unknown to people under
60 years of age—speaks profoundly
of our eternal hope:
In Heav’n above, in Heav’n
above,
No tears of pain are shed;
There nothing e’er shall fade or
die;
Life’s fullness round is spread,
And, like an ocean, joy o’erflows,
And with immortal mercy glows
Our God the Lord of hosts.
Music has power; it is liturgy. It
teaches us ideas and realities. Let’s
make them right and life-giving,
Law and Gospel, nurture for the
faith and life of the Church and the
congregations we seek to lead and
serve.
I don’t want to re-ignite or
merely continue so-called worship
wars. But I do want to urge us to
look at what we sing, as well as
what we speak. In the long run the
last thing someone may remember
is “Jesus loves me, this I know, for
the Bible tells me so.”
But there are many other
important and precious truths that
we want to keep and pay forward to
the future. Let the discussion, even

Music has power; it is
liturgy. It teaches us
ideas and realities. Let’s
make them right and life
-giving, Law and
Gospel, nurture for the
faith and life of the
Church and the
congregations we seek
to lead and serve.
debates, begin and continue, as we
faithfully and respectfully question
and teach each other…the liturgy of
our worship…all of it.

Pr. Paul Ulring, moderator for
Lutheran CORE, can be reached at
pulring@ualc.org.

Help for Hurricane Sandy victims
Please keep the congregations
and families impacted by Hurricane
Sandy in your prayers as they
assess needs and respond to this
devastating disaster. Members of
St. Andrew-by-the-Sea in Atlantic
City, N.J.—a Lutheran CORE and
NALC congregation featured in our
last issue—were particularly hard
hit by this super storm.
A Hurricane Sandy Disaster
Fund has been established for East
Coast congregations and families.
Online donations may be made

here or mailed to NALC/LSS
Disaster Services, 2299 Palmer
Drive Suite 220, New Brighton
MN 55112-2202. If you are able to
volunteer, please contact the
Disaster Coordinator, Mary
Woodward, at 740-509-1132.
Updates are provided on our
website.
Donations can also be made to
the ELCA’s Lutheran Disaster
Response here.
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Upcoming events
November 16-17

November 18

February 3-5,

Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A Discipleship
and Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr. Michael W. Foss.
Contact Pr. Brett Jenkins, Christ Hamilton United Lutheran, at 570992-4085.

(Rural) Waukon, Iowa

25th Ordination anniversary for Pr. Ken Kimball, 2:00-5:00 pm;
special program at 3:00 pm. Old West Paint Creek Lutheran Church,
1306 Maud Road, Waukon, Iowa.

Bloomington, Minnesota

Augustana District LCMC and Institute of Lutheran Theology annual
Theological Conference for pastors will explore the unique Lutheran
voice within the changing culture of church and society. Speakers
include Steve Paulson, Mark Granquist and others. More details
forthcoming in future issues.

San Diego, California

LCMC Ministry Board leadership conference for pastors and
congregational leaders at Penasquitos Lutheran Church, San Diego,
California. The theme of this year's conference is “Leadershift:
Navigating Transitional Waters.”

2013

February 10-12,
2013

April 8-11, 2013

April 12-13, 2013

April 29, 2013

Canmore, Alberta
Canada

“Braaten and Jenson Uncorked!” presented by the Canadian
Theological Conference at the Canmore Radisson. More information
and registration available by emailing Pr. Phil Gagnon or calling 780458-6012. Reserve a room at 1-800-967-9033, promo code CANROC.

Western Pennsylvania

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A Discipleship
and Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr. Michael W. Foss.
Contact Pr. Mark Werner, at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Latrobe
(724-423-2590).

New Hope, Minnesota

“Forde Fest 4: The Canon of Scripture—A Guide for the Perplexed.”
CrossAlone District LCMC is sponsoring this conference on
Gerhard Forde, a famous theologian and professor of church history
at Luther Seminary, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church, 3900 Winnetka Ave N. To register contact Stew
Carlson (651-207-3939), Brad Jenson (218-625-2430), or Meg
Madson (763-475-0577)
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