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Discipleship events strengthen
congregations’ mission

L

utheran CORE offers a
number of ministries to
help congregations in their
Christian call to share the Gospel in
mission and witness.
These ministries include Clergy
Connect, a listing of congregations
seeking confessional pastors;
MissionConnect, a program to
connect congregations with local and
international mission congregations
and ministries; weekly Prayers of the
Church; and the annual Convocation
and Theological Conference.

live faithfully,” said Director Steve
Shipman.
“That kind of learning is essential
to evangelical renewal and Great
Commission evangelism. So we have
gathered an excellent team of leaders
to encourage people to live a life of
Christian discipleship,” he said.

The events are designed to be a
cooperative venture between pastors
and congregations in which pastors
make a three-year commitment to
monthly meetings that explore how
discipleship relates
to the Great
MissionConnect [is] Commission. The
a program to connect pastors will then
have a teaching
congregations with opportunity with
their congregations
local and
on discipleship.

But Lutheran CORE
also offers discipleship
events that seek to educate
pastors and lay people
about training in Christian
discipleship. They are
offered at various
international mission
locations throughout the
congregations and “Discipleship is a
year and feature such
skill learned,” says
noteworthy speakers as the
ministries
Pr. Paul Borg, a
Rev. Dr. Michael Foss, the
leader of the
Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, and the
seminars. “It is a process that involves
Rev. Paul Borg. A listing of
considerable change in our
discipleship events can be found on
perspective, and change does not
the Lutheran CORE website’s
come easy.”
calendar.
Deaconess Marybeth Howe, who
“Lutheran CORE recognizes that
attended a discipleship event recently,
the Christian life is a vocation, a
likened it to her niece’s braces. “[She]
lifelong process of learning how to
was so excited to get braces for her

teeth. After her
appointment she
came home,
where her
excitement
quickly turned
to pain. With
each visit her
braces are
adjusted until
the teeth are
Deaconess Marybeth
straightened.
Howe
Reaching out to
others in discipleship is not something
that always comes easy. Change takes
time; patience is needed, and
discomfort can occur.”
“Discipleship is about Christians—
and the church as a community of
Christians—living in mission,” writes
Rev. Dr. Michael Foss in his book,
Power Surge: Six Marks of
Discipleship for a Changing Church.
Foss has participated in many of the
events, often co-leading them with
Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, assistant to
the bishop for missions for the NALC.
Foss’s materials are used in the
program. Foss seeks to encourage
churches to “move from membership
to discipleship,” from the church as a

(Continued on page 3)
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The “priesthood of all believers”

T

he need for Lutheran
CORE was impressed
upon me again. As I write
this, I have just returned home from
the General Retreat of the Society of
the Holy Trinity—a magnificent time
of prayer and reflection with a group
that for 15 years has been helping
pastors serve faithfully in a
challenging environment.
When we began, our Society was
almost completely composed of
pastors from the ELCA (about twothirds) and the Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod. This week in our
prayers we mentioned the bishop or
president of every Lutheran group
represented. The list included about a
dozen names, two of whom were
among the 200 of us at the retreat.

God, but clergy are not the Church
any more than a coach is a football
team.
God has poured out many gifts
through the Holy Spirit. I experienced
some of God’s pastoral gifts this week
in the outstanding preaching and
teaching and the caring fellowship.
But since most Christians are not
called to be pastors, far more gifts of
the Spirit have been distributed to the
laity than to us who are ordained. A
key role of pastors is to help the other
baptized priests to discover, develop,
and use their gifts in service to Christ
and to the neighbor.

I also heard many pastors speak of
a deep loneliness and of exhaustion
from decades of parish ministry.
Pastors need to pray and speak
together to support each other, and
In this time of fragmentation, we
they need for their members to hear
confessing Lutherans need each other
from lay folk in other congregations
more than we ever have. We need to
what is working for them in their
work together in reaching out to this
outreach. It’s easy to complain and not
vast North American mission field.
hard to find things to
We need to create and
complain about, but
connect one another with
resources that we once
We need to create negativity saps the
spirit (and therefore
expected our denominations
and
connect
one
Spirit) of any group
or publishing houses to
including a
provide. And this is a
another with
blessing, not a problem!
resources that we congregation.
Lutheran CORE
“The Priesthood of All
once expected our exists to provide
Believers” simply means
denominations or positive interactions
that every Christian has
and resources.
been claimed by God and
publishing houses
We can no longer
called to use his or her gifts
to
provide.
afford to create
to help fulfill the Great
religious “shops”
Commission to make
competing against one another for
disciples of all nations. Pastors have a
“business” (members). The world out
unique and necessary role given by

Pastor Steve Shipman, Director of
Lutheran CORE

there needs to know Jesus, and the
diversity of our Lutheran family in the
twenty-first century can be a blessing
and an opportunity. Each congregation
and each of the thirty-some Lutheran
church bodies in North America have
a unique combination of gifts from the
one Spirit. Lutheran CORE offers a
“safe space” where Lutherans of every
group can work together without
giving up their unique identities. As
we do so, we enrich one another by
sharing God’s inexhaustible
generosity to each of us.
During the period of recent church
conflict, a great amount of energy was
channeled into renewal groups. Since
many leaders from that era have
joined other Lutheran groups, much of
that energy is rightly being redirected
into new arenas of ministry. Just so,
we need to pray for God to raise up
new leaders around North America
who will have the energy to rebuild
regional and local groups that will

(Continued on page 3)
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Strengthening congregations’ mission
(Continued from page 1)
club providing services to the church
to an active participant in mission.

Lutheran CORE
recognizes that the
Christian life is a
vocation, a lifelong
process of learning how
to live faithfully.

Pr. Tim Hubert, a participant in one
of the Discipleship Events, remarked,
“As an ELCA pastor I know I was
at some risk
bringing seven
members from
my two little
congregations
to the DeProgramming
Discipleship
Conference in
Pontiac, Illinois.
Seeing the joy on
Rev. Dr. Tim Hubert
those members’

faces, hearing their excitement and
determination, filled me with a sense
of real gratitude we have such
opportunities.”
“Making and mobilizing disciples
of Jesus is the unique duty of the
Church,” says Dr. Buba. “If we don’t
do discipleship, who would do it?
There are myriads of organizations
and agencies to feed the hungry and
fight for justice, but making disciples
for Jesus is the church’s calling.
Therefore in obedience to Jesus we
joyfully provide opportunities around
the nation to bring Lutherans to learn
how to be disciples. May God bless
this effort,” said Buba.

The “priesthood of all believers”
(Continued from page 2)
help us strengthen and support one
another.
We have gotten rave reviews of the
regional Discipleship Events that have
been held around the country (see
page 1). Keep checking the schedule
to see if one is being held near you. If
your congregation would like to host
one of these events, contact Pr. Paul
Borg for details. The intent is that
these not be one-time events, but that
regional groups will be created to
continue helping each congregation
carry out what they have learned.
Lutheran CORE is not and will not
become a massive top-down
bureaucracy. You who are Lutheran
CORE locally have the primary
responsibility for how effectively
Lutherans connect and support one
another. Lutheran CORE is a catalyst

for these local and regional initiatives
and offers a vehicle for confessing
Lutherans to connect with one
another. To a large extent, our future
will depend on those who hear the call

“The Priesthood of All
Believers” simply means
that every Christian has
been claimed by God and
called to use his or her gifts
to help fulfill the Great
Commission to make
disciples of all nations.
of God to connect and work together
in mission across our continent.
On our part, we continue to offer
our website, our Facebook group, our

annual gatherings, regional
Discipleship Events, and partnership
with such events as the Rocky
Mountain Theological Conference in
Canada. We also interface with
leaders of other renewal movements
in North American Christianity and
share what we learn from them.
God is at work in North America.
These may very well be the “good old
days” future generations will
remember. This is an exciting time to
follow Jesus Christ, as God’s Spirit is
poured out in new and wonderful
ways. Lutheran CORE enjoys the
privilege of working to “mobilize
confessing Lutherans for evangelical
renewal.”
Pastor Shipman can be reached
at sshipman@lutherancore.org or
570-916-7780.
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MissionConnect:
St. Andrew-by-the-Sea – Atlantic City, NJ
Dr. Gemechis Buba, Lutheran CORE and NALC missions director, likes to remind congregations of the challenge Lutheran
CORE and the NALC make to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner. MissionConnect
seeks to introduce worthy mission partners to member congregations, some of which may have been redirecting their mission
support offerings as a form of protest against the decisions on sexuality approved by the 2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. For
other worthy mission ministries to support, see Lutheran CORE’s website under “Mission Connect.”

By Pr. Dennis Nelson

S

t. Andrew-by-the-Sea
Lutheran Church is proud
of 123 years of
continuous preaching and ministry
in Atlantic City, New Jersey. At one
time it was a premier congregation
in the area, but beginning in the
1950s it went into decline along
with the city of Atlantic City. With
the advent of casino gambling in the
late ‘70s, a time of economic
revitalization dawned. In 1997, after
ministering at the same prime
location for 109 years, the
congregation decided to sell its
property to a casino and re-establish
itself, despite the threat of potential
decline. Inspired by the
congregation’s faithfulness and
vision, Pastor David McGettigan
accepted a call to serve as their
pastor in 2004. Both he and the
congregation knew that St. Andrew
would need to grow as a multiethnic congregation. He told the
people, “I may be the last pastor of
St. Andrew who looks like me!”
Atlantic City, while
predominantly African-American

also enjoys an influx of people of
other cultural backgrounds,
including Hispanic, because of the
opportunities to work in the
hospitality industry. Noticing that

who would visit, but it did not have
a plan for ministry to them and with
them. Pastor McGettigan relates
that, presuming this was God’s will
for St. Andrew’s rebirth, “We were
still clueless
how to
faithfully move
forward, so we
prayed.”

Pastor
McGettigan
shared, “The
answer to our
prayers came
in November
2006 when I
tripped over
Pastor Joel
Pastors David McGettigan and Joel DeSouza of St. Andrew-by-the-Sea (DeSouza).”
Lutheran Church in Atlantic City, New Jersey.
St. Andrew
belonged to the
there was already much vibrant
Atlantic City Area Fellowship of
African American ministry in the
Churches. Feeling guilty about
city, St. Andrew identified Hispanic
missing several of their monthly
immigrants as the largest new
meetings, and despite a very busy
cultural group who may both need
schedule, Pastor David felt a
and desire a church from which to
nudging that he ought to go to the
receive and proclaim the Gospel. So
November meeting. He did not
they began to pray, “Lord, show us
know why. He sat towards the back
the way.” The church was already
very welcoming to Hispanic people
(Continued on page 5)
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MissionConnect: St. Andrew-by-the-Sea
(Continued from page 4)
of the room so that he would be
able to sneak out the door after a
“cameo” appearance. The leader
introduced Pastor Joel DeSouza,
who had recently returned to
Atlantic City from Spain because
he felt called by God to do ministry
there.
Hearing Pastor Joel speak,
Pastor David found him articulating
a vision for ministry practically
identical to his own. Rushing out
but bowing to God’s rather strange
sense of humor and amazing
unfolding purpose “even amid my
personal agenda,” Pastor David
scribbled down his cell phone
number and suggested that Pastor
Joel call him some day. Pastor Joel
called that same afternoon, and
God’s plan indeed began to take on
shape and clarity! It was fun
interviewing the two of them and
hearing their separate stories of
what it was like for each of them
when they met.
Even though they owned vacant
land on which to build a new
church facility—to that point quite
unsuccessfully—St. Andrew had
been led to purchase an additional
property with a partially completed
church building. A year before,
when Pastor Joel was in Atlantic
City, he noticed that this very
property was apparently abandoned

with an unfinished building.
Knowing none of its history, he
began moving around the property,
placing his hands on the
construction fence, and asking God
to bless the building and the
congregation, which was then
struggling. After returning to
Atlantic City about a year later,
Pastor Joel saw that construction
had resumed. He did not know that
St. Andrew had recently purchased
the property or anything about St.
Andrew. But he thanked God for
the resumption of the work, and he
prayed that he might someday have
the opportunity to preach there.
When he met Pastor David at the
Fellowship of Churches meeting,
he had no idea that he was speaking
to the pastor of the congregation
that was now completing the
construction of a new facility on
the property that he had been
blessing and in whose pulpit he had
felt led to proclaim the Gospel.
Pastor Joel began developing a
Hispanic ministry at St. Andrew
soon after this meeting in
November 2006. In May 2007, the
Anglo and Hispanic ministries
moved together into the new
facility. In August 2007, Joel was
installed as associate pastor. Pastor
Joel is pursuing becoming fluent in
English, which will allow him to
take the requisite Lutheran
theological studies that will lead to

certification and a call to St.
Andrew.
St. Andrew-by-the-Sea joined
the North American Lutheran
Church (NALC) in May 2011 and
is now in the process of joining the
Augustana District of LCMC
(Lutheran Congregations in
Mission for Christ). As Pastor
David said, “We are the only
congregation of 190 in the New
Jersey Synod that has left the
ELCA. In our area NALC and
LCMC churches are few and far
between, so dual membership
(NALC and LCMC) is important to
us. Otherwise we would be quite
alone.” He then added, “In our area
NALC and LCMC congregations
simply need each other.”
At St. Andrew, the Hispanic
ministry is not a tenant who pays
rent, but a full outreach of the
congregation, contributing to its
rebirth, growth, and bright future
for the Gospel. The Hispanic
ministry goes by the name of Rios
de Agua Viva (Rivers of Living
Water). Additionally, Resurrection
Ministries, a non-denominational
predominantly African-American
ministry, does rent space and is
completely centered at St. Andrew.
Pastor David said, “All three
pastors feel that God is leading us
one day to celebrate as one
community on this corner. So we

(Continued on page 6)
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MissionConnect: St. Andrew-by-the-Sea
(Continued

from page 5)

have begun to find ways to do
outreach together, care for one
another, and periodically have
worship together. It will take time,
but we are content to wait upon
God’s time.”
Ministering in a tourist area
from Memorial Day weekend
through Columbus Day weekend,
St. Andrew celebrates a less formal
and very popular service of Holy
Communion on Sunday mornings
at 7: 30 AM on the beach of a
nearby island. A weekly traditional
Anglo Holy Communion service at
10 AM is followed by Resurrection
Ministries’ Gospel service at 11:30
AM. On Sunday evenings at 7:00

PM Rios de Agua Viva (Rivers of
Living Water) holds a spirit-filled,
Pentecostal style service in
Spanish. Both the Resurrection
Ministries and Rios de Agua Viva
hold additional services on
Wednesday afternoons and
evenings. The size of the facility
makes it possible to accommodate
all these gatherings and more. The
goal for 2013 is to take additional
steps to bring these three
communities more closely together
while still allowing for distinctive
worship styles.

individual prayers. Second, St.
Andrew’s pastors, leadership, and
membership have an amazing
attitude about their building.
According to Pastor David, St.
Andrew-by-the-Sea has always had
a heart for outreach. Having been
blessed with this new very large
facility, while still being a rather
small congregation, he senses that
God is telling the congregation, “I
am giving you this space to steward
it for me. It is my house. It is more
than you need because it is not just
for you. It is for all my people.”

Two things impressed me most
during my conversation with
Pastors David and Joel. First, God
brought the two pastors together in
an amazing way in response to their

Pastors David McGettigan and
Joel DeSouza can be contacted at:
standrewbythesea@verizon.net or
telephone the church office at 609344-1333.

Former Steering Committee member ordained

C

halla Baro, a former
member of the Lutheran
CORE Steering
Committee, and two other Oromo
leaders were ordained into the office
of public ministry on September 30,
2012 at Ebenezer Oromo Evangelical
Church in Minneapolis, Minn.
Officiating at the ordinations were
Rev. Paul Spaulding of LCMC and
Bishop John Bradosky of the NALC.
Dr. Gemechis Buba introduced church
leaders, including Rev. Dr. Debela
Birri, president of the Ethopian
Graduate School of the Mekane Yesus

Seminary; Dr.
Gemechu Olana,
world-wide
president of the
United Oromo
Evangelical
Churches; and
many other
Oromo, Lutheran
CORE, LCMC
Newly-ordained Pastors Kafyalew Amente, Fikru Eticha and
and NALC leaders Challa Baro (left to right)
in attendance.
Latino congregation, as well as
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
numerous outreach ministries to the
Church, the site of the ordination,
community.
hosts both Ebenezer Oromo and a
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Association of Confessing Lutherans of Ohio
The association meets every two to
three months, with a typical turnout of
30-50 people. Pr. Ness describes it as a
group that embodies and honors
different pieties and styles. He said,
“Without this group at times I would
have felt separated.” Pr. Paul Ulring,
Moderator of Lutheran CORE, said,
“Early on, we kept the door wide
open. We are open and accepting of
one another’s situations.” Then he
added, “Almost everybody that
otherwise I would miss comes to this.”

By Pastor Dennis Nelson

T

he Association of
Confessing Lutherans of
Ohio was organized in
response to the decisions made at the
2009 ELCA Churchwide Assembly.
Pr. Dan Powell of Grace Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Springfield
gathered a group of like-minded
persons to talk, share, and find
camaraderie and support as they
dealt with the changes that had been
made in ELCA ministry standards
and policies. After the NALC (North
American Lutheran Church) was
formed in 2010, some of the pastors
started talking about the process for
those who wanted to disaffiliate from
the ELCA, while others intended to
remain faithful while staying within
the ELCA. As they continued to
meet, they formalized with a
constitution and became a renewal
movement within Lutheran CORE.
According to Pr. Scott Ness, a
member of the association’s steering
committee, “We embody what
Lutheran CORE seeks to do. We
include ELCA folks, NALC folks,
and some LCMC folks.”
As time has passed, the issues of
whether to leave the ELCA—and
how to leave the ELCA—have
become less and less a part of the
meetings. Instead the focus has been
on how to be confessional and
orthodox in our world today.
Presenters have included
Dr. Gemechis Buba, Assistant to the

Pastor Scott Ness

Bishop for Missions of the NALC;
Pr. Beverly DeBord of Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Springfield, who spoke on teaching
the confessions; and Pr. Pete
Rudowski, consultant to pastors and
churches, who addressed the
relevance of the Augsburg Confession
to the issues of our day.
Pr. Ness shared, “Many significant
players in the ELCA, both bishops
and former bishops, have also given
presentations.” These speakers have
included Bishop Cal Holloway of the
Southern Ohio Synod and Dr. Ron
Warren, former Bishop of the
Southeastern Synod. Last fall Ken
Sauer, former Bishop of the Southern
Ohio Synod and former chair of the
ELCA Conference of Bishops, spoke
on “A 16th Century Confession for a
21st Century Church.” Bishop Sauer
also gave the same presentation in a
workshop at the recent Lutheran
CORE Convocation.

The group’s steering committee, as
well as the group of people who attend
the gatherings, are made up of both

Pr. Kenneth Sauer

ELCA and NALC pastors. According
to Pr. Ness, “When we gather, we
support one another. We don’t get
caught up in our alphabet soup. Part of
the joy of the association is that
denominations are not a part of our
gatherings. The core of our identity is
our being in Jesus together, not
denominational affiliation.”
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ILT’s Fall 2102 Theological Conference

Conference $75.00
(includes lunches and snacks)

Pre-conference $30.00
(includes lunch and dinner)

Banquet $25.00
(with speaker Jaynan Clark)

Institute of Lutheran Theology
910 4th Street
Brookings, SD 57006
Phone: 605-692-9337
Fax: 605-692-0884
Email: admin@ilt.org
http://www.ilt.org
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Upcoming events
October 22-24

Brookings, South Dakota

“The Ruins of Christendom: Institute for Lutheran Theology 2012
Fall Theological Conference” featuring Jack Kilcrease, Jonathan
Sorum, Mark Hilmer, Dennis Bielfeldt, George Tsakiridis, Jaynan
Clark, and others. Contact the Institute at 605-692-9337 for more
information. The event will be held at the Old Sanctuary at the ILT
campus in Brooking, SD.

October 26-30

Arroyo Grande, San Jose,
Fresno, West Covina,
Westminster, CA

Lutheran CORE Presentations: Director Steve Shipman will be
making several presentation in California. For further information
contact Pr. Dennis Nelson at tensachi@earthlink .or 626-331-5309.

Mansfield, Ohio

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A Discipleship
and Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr. Michael W. Foss.
Contact Pr. Paul Larson, First English Evangelical Lutheran, at 419522-0662.

October 26-27

November 7-9

November 10

November 16-17

April 8-11, 2013

April 12-13, 2013

Hilliard (Columbus), Ohio

“Authentic Discipleship for Congregational Renewal and Growth:
2012 Congregational Renewal Conference” at Upper Arlington
Lutheran Church. Cost is $100 per person or $75 per person for teams
of three or more. Begins at 5:00 PM on Wednesday and concludes
Friday at 12:30 PM. Information and registration available on the
NALC website or contact Rachel Sosebee at 614-777-5709.

Butler, PA

“Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Theology in the Church Today,” a conference
sponsored by Western Pennsylvania Lutheran CORE Fellowship at
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Butler from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm. Preregistration cost is $18.00 ($20.00 walk-in) and includes lunch. For
more information, contact Pr. Roger Keller at St. Luke’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church at 724-352-2333.

Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A Discipleship
and Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr. Michael W. Foss.
Contact Pr. Brett Jenkins, Christ Hamilton United Lutheran, at 570992-4085.

Canmore, Alberta, Canada

“Braaten and Jenson Uncorked!” presented by The Canadian Rockies
Theological Conference at the Canmore Radisson. Organizers report,
"Join us in the Great White North for an amazing theological jam
session!" Register for the conference by emailing Pr. Phil Gagnon at
prphil@me.com or call, 780-458-6012. Reserve a room by calling 1-

Western Pennsylvania

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A Discipleship
and Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr. Michael W. Foss.
Contact Pr. Mark Werner, at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Latrobe
(724-423-2590).
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Five ministries making a difference in effective congregational
outreach
By Rev. Don Brandt

T

hrivent Financial recently
wrote about characteristics
of effective congregations
based on a survey project from the
Hartford Institute for Religion
Research. Five characteristics—and
the percentage of surveyed
congregations that claimed these as
ministry priorities—were mentioned in
the article.
Using four or five technologies
(Twitter, Facebook, blogs, email and
more) to serve existing members and
connect with new ones (57% of
churches surveyed). Perhaps, like me,
you have experienced that
condescending look from more techsavvy young adults, especially when
you’ve exposed yourself as
technologically illiterate. This is, in
part, a generational issue. And like it
or not, social media ministries are a
crucial way to connect with younger
generations. Over two-thirds now have
a website, and over 40% use
Facebook. Think of it: Facebook only
came into general use starting four
years before this 2010 survey; i.e., in
2006! Too old or out of touch to know
where to begin? Then get help! Sit
down with someone younger than you
and confess your ignorance. I bet

[L]ike it or not, social
media ministries are a
crucial way to connect with
younger generations.

there’s someone out there who will be
happy to help. A couple of the
younger adults in my congregation
have dragged me (“kicking and
screaming”) into the digital age. As a
result, Our Savior’s recently
established a Facebook site. Read the

Pursuing Great
Commission
Evangelism
in Your
Congregation
Hartford Institute study “Virtually
Religious,” by Scott Thumma.
For 64% of the churches surveyed,
offering parenting events that they
consider a specialty of the
congregation was a ministry priority.
As I’ve stated in previous columns,
unchurched adults are never more
motivated to consider church
involvement than when they are
raising their children. Can your
congregation make a name for itself in
your community as a church that has
made the needs of nesting-stage
families a top ministry priority? This
includes supporting parents and
ministering to their children and
youth.

[U]nchurched adults
are never more
motivated to consider
church involvement
than when they are
raising their children.
Holding special events once a
month or more to attract people
from outside the congregation (44%
of churches surveyed). This is so
basic yet so important. Our default
ministry strategy tends to be
organizing events based primarily on
what our members will
enthusiastically support. What about
nonmembers, especially nesting-stage
nonmembers? The type of events
offered will vary based on the needs
and interests of your local
community. But get to work! Make it
happen! Publicize it, and tell your
members to invite their friends.
Always having children or youth
read, speak or perform during
worship (45%). At my congregation
we are now doing this monthly for
our children and youth. That means,
for us, that our “First Sunday Family
Worship Celebration” will have
children (preschool through 5th grade)
as readers, singers, ushers, greeters
and communion assistants. Then, on
the third Sunday of each month, our
middle and high school youth fill
similar roles, as well providing an

(Continued on page 11)
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Making a difference in effective congregational outreach
(Continued from page 10)
occasional worship drama skit that
ties into the sermon message for that
day.

[Have] children [and
youth]… as readers,
singers, ushers, greeters,
and communion assistants.
Emphasizing prayer groups
which they consider a “specialty”
of the congregation (47%). Gather
those members who have a particular
passion for prayer. Brainstorm about
ways to encourage and make more
public the role of prayer in
congregational life. Create a social
media prayer network. (Be sure to
honor confidentiality concerns.) What
about an adult class series on prayer
where participants will, at the end of

the series, help you implement a
congregational prayer strategy? Can
you encourage current small group
leaders to give prayer a more
prominent role in their group time?
Do you provide an opportunity for
individual prayer, during worship,
immediately after your members are
served communion?

membership. Then gather a group of
people around you, pray, discuss and
plan. Who knows what God might
have in store for your congregation?
Note: Check out Faith
Communities Today. What a
goldmine! The studies and articles on
the site are free.

[F]ocus on one ministry
priority which builds on
the strengths of your
current membership.
Then... gather a group of
people around you, pray,
discuss and plan.
I know: It all sounds so
exhausting! So don’t do it all; focus
on the one ministry priority which
builds on the strengths of your current

Pr. Brandt welcomes comments
and questions. Contact him at
dbrandt@oursaviorssalem.org

ANNNOUNCING Lutheran Benefits
HEALTH PLAN RENEWAL UPDATES PERIOD
To all participants enrolled in the Lutheran Benefits health plan: The
renewal update period at the end of the year is fast approaching. Look
for the Renewal Updates email from Hahn Financial Group at the
end of October with information and instructions for making changes
and updates to your current health enrollment. Please pay special
attention to the deadline dates that will be included in the email!
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