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We who planned the events were 

very pleased with the number of folks 

who joined us in Minnesota, and with 

the variety of Lutheran and other 

Christian groups represented. Those 

who missed the speakers and 

preachers will want to watch the 

videos that have been posted on our 

website, and also to buy the book 

from the Theological Conference 

when the American Lutheran 

Publicity Bureau publishes it (early 

next year). 

Next year‟s events will be held a 

week earlier so as not to interfere with 

the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, so 

mark the week of August 6-9, 2013, in 

your calendars now. Final plans are 

still in progress, but we expect to 

gather in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

area, probably on a schedule similar to 

this year‟s. And before anybody asks, 

we didn‟t realize when we made our 

plans that the ELCA had also chosen 

Pittsburgh for its Assembly next year. 

If you plan to attend that event, you 

now have the opportunity to sample 

the delights of Pittsburgh for two 

weeks if you want! 

Many thanks to our gracious hosts 

at Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden 

Valley, to Carl Braaten and Bob 

Benne who worked so hard on the 

Theological Conference and the 

Younger Theologians gathering, to all 

presenters and participants, to our 

Rich week in Golden Valley 
What a glorious week many of us 

spent in Golden Valley, Minnesota, 

last month! So many events clustered 

around our Lutheran CORE 

Convocation, Theological Conference, 

and North American Lutheran Church 

Convocation. “Younger 

theologians” (with some of us 

enjoying the definition of “younger”) 

gathered, the CORE Steering 

Committee met, as did the Seven 

Marks Society, the Joint Commission 

on Theology and Doctrine, and other 

groups in conjunction with the “big 

three.” 

Many participants remarked that 

the spirit (or should I say, Spirit?) of 

the week is refreshing for us who have 

spent much of our lives in politicized 

gatherings whose agendas seem to be 

other than our Lord's Great 

Commission. While healthy 

disagreements arose—especially 

among the theologians—all 

participants acknowledge the basics of 

the Christian faith as summarized in 

the Lutheran Confessions and most 

recently in the Common Confession. 

Partners filled several rooms with 

resources for faithful ministry, and 

many personal connections were 

made. It was good to enjoy hearty 

singing of both familiar and newer 

hymns and spiritual songs, and to sit 

at the feet of inspiring preachers and 

teachers. 

dedicated office staffs, and to all who 

volunteered or helped in any way. 

And of course, without the 

prayerful participation of so many 

faithful Lutherans, these events would 

never be so successful. God indeed is 

good, and there was a “sweet, sweet 

Spirit in [that] place.” 

Lutheran CORE continues to work 

to “mobilize confessing Lutherans for 

evangelical renewal.” Those who 

gathered in Golden Valley were 

inspired and equipped in new ways to 

build up a Lutheran witness that is 

Christ-centered, mission-driven, 

traditionally-grounded, and 

congregationally-focused. 

Next year in Pittsburgh! 

 

Pastor Steve Shipman is the director of 

Lutheran CORE. He can be reached at 

sshipman@lutherancore.org. 

http://www.lutherancore.org/news/watch-convocation-and-theological-conference-videos
http://www.alpb.org/
http://www.alpb.org/
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The 2012 Lutheran CORE 

Convocation met August 14 on  

the campus of Calvary Lutheran 

Church, an independent Lutheran 

congregation. The event brought 

together over 300 orthodox Lutherans 

from a variety of denominations for 

evangelical renewal through worship, 

inspirational speakers, workshops, 

intentional fellowship and business 

deliberations that included election of 

officers. The convocation was 

followed by a theological conference, 

featured in a separate article. 

Moderator, Director and Steering 

Committee Chair Reports 

The convocation began with 

reports from Moderator Paul Ulring, 

Director Steve Shipman and Steering 

Committee Chair Lynn Kickingbird, 

all of whose presentations addressed 

issues of Lutheran CORE‟s identity, 

necessity, and future. 

Since the organization‟s decision 

to redefine itself in 2009 from a 

COalition for REform in the ELCA to 

a pan-Lutheran COalition for 

REnewal, questions of the group‟s 

purpose and nature have arisen. 

“It is only three years since we 

gathered in Fishers, Indiana, which 

began a new day for Lutheran CORE,” 

said Moderator Paul Ulring. “It was at 

this time we became a coalition for 

renewal, not reform. We quit fighting 

and politicking; we wanted rather to 

connect orthodox Lutherans of all 

kinds…and help them live faithfully in 

the future we have together.” 

The leaders acknowledge that it 

takes time for people to understand 

Lutheran CORE‟s new vision and 

mission of mobilizing confessing 

Lutherans for evangelical renewal. 

“Many of the questions people ask 

me assume that we are like church 

organizations they know,” stated 

Director Shipman at the Convocation. 

“I have received telephone calls and 

emails from around the world asking 

for money. I get asked what our 

position is on this issue or that. My 

favorite was when I was asked to 

translate a Ghanaian hymn somebody 

liked—I was able, with the help of a 

friend, to refer the questioner to the 

church in Ghana!” 

Shipman identified several areas in 

which Lutheran CORE will concentrate 

for the coming year. 

“I would hope that we can rebuild 

local and regional renewal groups this 

year, no longer to engage in political 

action within the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA), but 

[instead] to connect faithful Lutherans 

so we can support one another no 

matter what part of the alphabet soup 

of Lutheranism we inhabit.” 

Some Lutherans who have left the 

ELCA for other Lutheran church 

bodies—such as Lutheran 

Congregations in Mission for Christ 

(LCMC), the North American 

Lutheran Church (NALC) or the 

Augsburg Lutheran Churches (ALC)

—have questioned the further need for 

the organization. Yet Lutheran CORE 

continues to be a ministry that 

includes ELCA members, even though 

it assisted with the formation of the 

North American Lutheran Church. 

 “We have many ELCA people in 

CORE. There are many, many faithful 

ELCA members; they need support in 

lots of ways,” remarked Ulring in his 

presentation. “And they respond to 

Lutheran CORE. Last year 40% of the 

theological conference attendance was 

made up of ELCA people. They are 

not alone. Lutheran CORE is here and 

plans to be for quite a while to come. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Convocation report 

Steve Shipman 

Paul Ulring  
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Convocation report 

 “Not everyone understands this or 

even wants this, but it is who Lutheran 

CORE is: an umbrella organization, not 

a denomination at all. We connect 

conservative, orthodox Lutherans in 

North America and beyond,” he said. 

 “Even if some may think they no 

longer need Lutheran CORE because 

they have moved on, there are many 

pastors and congregations in every 

Lutheran group who need them,” 

Shipman told the convocation. Some 

are in hostile ecclesiastical 

environments, and some are 

geographically isolated. But all of us 

need one another for „the conversation 

and consolation of the brothers and 

sisters‟ (to paraphrase Luther).” 

In her address, Steering Committee 

Chair Lynn Kickingbird outlined the 

many ways that Lutheran CORE works 

to fulfill its newly adopted mission 

statement that echoes the change in 

focus from reform to renewal—

“mobilizing confessing Lutherans for 

evangelical renewal.” She noted how 

Lutheran CORE members had moved 

from “feelings of anger, abandonment, 

desperation and hurt” in 2009 to “an 

(Continued from page 2) eagerness to proclaim the authority of 

Scripture and the truth of the historic 

Christian faith.”   

Kickingbird reflected on the 

meaning of renewal and how that might 

be embodied in Lutheran CORE. 

Dictionary definitions vary, from “an 

instance of resuming an activity or state 

after an interruption” to “make like 

new” to “restore, revive, to make 

extensive changes, to rebuild.” Each of 

these definitions, Kickingbird said, 

assumes “an underlying characteristic 

of weakness or decay.” Lutheran 

CORE‟s renewal efforts seek to make 

“well-trained disciples of Jesus Christ 

who have a heart for the Great 

Commission,” she remarked. 

Lutheran CORE‟s present challenge, 

she noted, is to keep the renewal focus 

on the formation of Christian disciples 

committed to following Jesus into the 

world. “Lutheran CORE,” Kickingbird 

said, “Is committed to keeping the 

Great Commission the main thing.” 

This focus is maintained through the 

connecting, training and information 

sharing activities of Lutheran CORE.  

These include: discipleship and 

renewal training workshops and events 

like the ones using material developed 

by Pr. Mike Foss; the Canadian 

theological conference; mission and 

church planting events led by Dr. 

Gemechis Buba; the annual convocation 

and theological conference; regional 

renewal groups; and website resources 

at lutherancore.org and thenalc.org. She 

also noted the congregational consulting 

service Dr. Don Brandt offers 

congregations, as well as speaking and 

preaching engagements given by the 

director, Pr. Steve Shipman. 

Kickingbird mentioned that the 

Great Give-Away Challenge is another 

means of renewal.  This program 

encourages every Lutheran CORE 

congregation to support at least one 

local and one international mission 

ministry. 

Asking both lay and clergy to get 

involved, Kickingbird said that 

Lutheran CORE needs volunteers to 

write articles, host local events, be 

active in regional renewal organizations 

and missions. 

Kickingbird ended by saying, “We 

are „In Christ‟ people, which should 

make us contagious with the love of 

Christ for others.  We need to spread it 

around.” 

Keynote Presenters 

The convocation heard keynote 

presentations from two speakers: The 

Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba and Dr. 

Robert Benne. 

Dr. Buba, Assistant to the Bishop 

for Mission for the NALC, presented a 

Bible study on the first chapter of 

Paul‟s Letter to the Galatians. In that 

letter, Paul speaks of his astonishment 

at how quickly the Galatians rejected 

not just Paul‟s Christ-appointed 

apostleship, but the Gospel as well. 

Instead, the Galatians had taken up a 

“different gospel.” 

Buba‟s presentation outlined the 

difference between the Gospel of God 

(Continued on page 4) 

Lynn Kickingbird 

http://lutherancore.org
http://thenalc.org
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and this different gospel, the “Gospel 

of Man.” The “Gospel of Man” is no 

gospel at all, and makes no call for 

repentance. It is empty, a perversion 

of God‟s gospel and outside the 

apostolic preaching, he said. The 

“Gospel of Man” has to be taught, is 

people-pleasing, and an artificial, 

human-made creation. 

According to Buba, that the 

faithful should come together around 

the “Gospel of Man is the single most 

dangerous teaching against the Gospel 

of Christ.” 

The orthodox pastor is called to 

preach against such a man-made 

gospel, he said. 

“But if you preach this way, you 

will be labeled „homophobic, out of 

date, a biblical fundamentalist and 

intolerant,” preached Buba. “We must 

preach the Gospel of God without fear 

but with love.” 

Dr. Benne, Jordan Trexler 

Professor Emeritus and Research 

Associate at Roanoke College, 

(Continued from page 3) 

delivered a presentation on why 

Lutheran CORE is essential and 

significant. 

“The opportunity to gather in a 

yearly conference like this is a 

godsend. This gathering is an oasis, a 

movable feast, and a rich fellowship 

whose members are pretty much on 

the same page. I love gathering every 

year to see many friends and 

colleagues, meet new ones and others 

who help to shore up my conscience 

and morale to do battle for authentic 

Lutheranism,” he said. 

Although many in Lutheran CORE 

left the ELCA following the 2009 

Churchwide Assembly, Benne noted 

that, “We need a place of church-wide 

proportions to gather, hear good 

theology, meet new friends, support 

friendships, worship together, and 

gather strength for the struggle ahead. 

Though Lutheran CORE is a 

parachurch ministry, to a large extent 

it provides that function. 

“For many years to come, there 

will be an intense need for us 

orthodox Lutherans—ELCA, LCMC, 

NALC, Missourians, and other smaller 

groups—to have our cups filled in a 

gathering like the Lutheran CORE 

Theological Conference. The Lutheran 

Core gatherings provide a necessary 

oasis for many of us who simply 

cannot belong to NALC [and other] 

churches.”   

Benne believes Lutheran CORE‟s 

significance can also be found in the 

annual theological conference, which 

he describes as “the major Lutheran 

theological—perhaps protestant—

game in town.” 

“We have a challenge of 

communicating the Lutheran themes 

and language to a new generation and 

that means theologizing, encountering 

new challenges and doing creative 

theology,” said Benne. He described 

how the Judeo-Christian culture that 

had previously provided guidance and 

stability to society is increasingly 

being challenged by a militant atheist 

secular culture. This culture struggle 

requires the kind of theological 

leadership Lutheran CORE offers. 

Benne sees Lutheran CORE‟s role 

as providing a neutral ground for 

confessional Lutherans to come 

together and reflect theologically. 

Lutheran CORE “has offered the best 

theological reflection we have heard 

in many, many years. It has been rare 

in the history of the ALC, LCA, and 

ELCA that we have had six to seven 

hundred clergy and lay folks gather 

from many Lutheran traditions. We 

(Continued on page 5) 

Gemechis Buba 

Robert Benne 
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continue to need a free theological 

conference sponsored by Lutheran 

CORE,” Benne said. 

“Right now, this is the place where 

the guidance system of centrist 

Lutheran theology is being expressed 

and communicated to a new generation. 

It will provide a meeting ground for 

Lutherans from a variety of traditions 

to hear creative, confessional theology 

in the making. It will sustain and 

strengthen the great Lutheran themes 

that make up the Lutheran tradition but 

have enriched all theological and 

religious traditions.” 

One way Lutheran CORE 

accomplishes this communication 

between the generations is through the 

new younger theologians‟ conference, 

in which Benne defines “younger” as 

anything less than 75! The conference, 

which ran concurrently with the 

convocation, brought together 16 

theologians who, Benne says, “are 

doing theology for the Church. They 

represent different traditions of 

Lutheranism but are unified in their 

desire to work out of the centrist 

tradition.” 

“I have seen the future and it is very 

heartening,” Benne said.  “Most of 

those theologians are parish pastors 

with very little likelihood of getting 

academic jobs. The church must find 

ways to support them. We must pass 

the torch to the next generation, and 

this [conference] is the first step in that 

process. Only [Lutheran] CORE can 

provide this [support] because it alone 

(Continued from page 4) 

Convocation report 

can offer a safe place for younger 

theologians to ply their trade,” he said. 

Closing Worship  

Pr. Kip Tyler of Lutheran Church 

of the Master in Omaha, Nebraska, 

gave the closing worship sermon 

entitled, “Back to the Future.” Tyler 

described a scene in the movie of the 

same title, in which Doc Brown asks 

Michael J. Fox‟s character who is the 

president in Fox‟s future. Fox tells him 

it is Ronald Reagan. “Reagan? The 

actor?” Doc Brown incredulously 

replies. Tyler used the analogy of 

Fox‟s movie to illustrate the way in 

which the future is beyond our 

comprehension. 

Pr. Tyler marveled at the way in 

which God has similarly surprised him 

with the events of the last ten years in 

his life. He would never have dreamed 

that he would become the senior pastor 

of the largest Lutheran church in the 

state of Nebraska, following the 

previous pastor‟s 30-year ministry. 

Nor that he would leave his 

denomination and started a new 

denomination and seminary, launch a 

dual-site ministry, enter into a 9-

million dollar building and restoration 

project. His father was diagnosed with 

a brain tumor and died four months 

later. And he adopted two children he 

and his wife had fostered for three 

years, to join their other three. His 

church staff would face a particularly 

difficult staffing trauma, and he would 

make a mission trip to Ethiopia. 

Speaking from Jeremiah 29:11, 

Tyler said, “The Lord is in charge of 

the future…God wants to give you a 

future that has a time and a place and a 

hope.”   

He noted that the Jeremiah passage 

speaks of God‟s restoration promise 

following 70 years of exile, which is a 

lifetime. Some may think that leaving 

the ELCA was the end of their 

theological exile, he said, but the exile 

God says we live in is the world. We 

will not be free from that until Christ 

returns. In the meantime, we are called 

by God to do what God commands 

through the prophet, “Seek the peace 

and the prosperity of the city to which 

I have called you.” (Jeremiah 29:7) 

In our exile we are not supposed to 

get up in arms and take on Babylon 

and bring it to its knees. We are to 

plant gardens, build houses, invite the 

neighborhood over for a barbeque, 

teach our sons and daughters, and raise 

them so they can have sons and 

daughters. We are to be about 

speaking the truth to one another, not 

being influenced by the lies…hold to 

the truth. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Kip Tyler 
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We are in exile until the day Jesus 

comes back and in the meantime we 

are called to make disciples, he said. 

More workshops offered 

This year the convocation offered 

nine congregational ministry and 

discipleship workshops, as well as  

five breakout sessions for 

congregations and individuals who 

had with questions about the ELCA, 

NALC, LCMC and alternative 

Lutheran synods. Each workshop  

was offered twice so that more people 

could attend the session of their 

choice. 

Elections 

In elections this year, the 

Convocation re-elected Prs. Karl 

Johnsen and Eddy F. Perez as 

members of the Steering Committee 

and re-appointed Pr. Paul Ulring as 

moderator. A new secretary and two 

new Steering Committee members 

were elected: Pr. Cathy Ammlung, Pr. 

Wendy A.W. Berthelsen, and Rod 

Hackman, respectively. 

Pr. Cathy 

Ammlung has 

served interims 

and supply 

pastorates in 

Illinois, New 

England and 

the Delaware-

Maryland 

Synods of the 

ELCA and as pastor and associate 

pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church in 

Sykesville, Maryland, and St. Paul‟s 

(Continued from page 5) 

Convocation report 
Lutheran Church in Fulton, Maryland, 

respectively. She was received into the 

NALC July 2012. A member of the 

Society of the Holy Trinity and of the 

Seven Marks Society‟s Steering 

Committee, she served on the New 

England Synod ELCA‟s Stewardship 

Commission and was head of a task 

force for responding to allegations of 

clergy sexual misconduct. Pr. 

Ammlung was a voting member to the 

2009 ELA Churchwide Assembly. 

She and her husband Richard raise 

their four Shelties—Lyta, Kiri, 

Cordell and Gracie—at their home in 

Sykesville, Maryland. 

Pr. Wendy Berthelsen serves as  

president of Call, Inc., a non-profit 

Christian 

teaching 

ministry, 

 and Pastor of 

Ministry in Daily 

Life at Hope 

Lutheran Church 

(NALC) in Cedar 

Hill, Texas. She 

has served as an adult discipleship 

director, a youth and lay ministry 

mobilization Associate in Ministry, 

and was a member of an international 

youth ministry mission team to West 

Africa. Prior to ordination she was a 

senior biomedical research engineer 

for Medtronic, Inc. of Minneapolis. 

Her passions include discipleship, 

mission, mobilization of ordinary 

people in Jesus‟ call, and life 

stewardship. She and her husband Joel 

live in Midlothian, Texas. 

Mr. Rod Hackman is a graduate 

of Purdue University and the 

University of Charleston, West 

Virginia. A professional engineer, his 

work at Rod Hackman LLC of 

Charleston 

provides process 

improvement 

and safety 

engineering 

consultation. He 

has provided 

such consultation 

internationally, 

including work in Russia, Saudi 

Arabia, The Netherlands, Morocco, 

and Alberta, Canada. Prior to forming 

his own business he worked for 

DuPont Chemical Company. Raised in 

the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, 

Rod has facilitated the Lutheran 

CORE/NALC leadership process to 

more clearly define and move forward 

on the “Great Give-Away Challenge” 

mission program. He is an active 

member of St. Timothy Lutheran 

Church (NALC), of Charleston, West 

Virginia, and has served as an elder, 

VBS teacher, and bible study leader. 

In the LCMS he served as a Sunday 

School superintendent. He and his 

wife Elaine live in Charleston, and are 

the parents of four children and two 

grandchildren. 

 Next year in Pittsburgh! 

The 2013 Lutheran CORE 

Convocation will be held August 6 in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The 

convocation will be the week before 

the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, so 

Lutheran CORE‟s ELCA members 

can attend both events easily. Mark 

your calendars now! 
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“Martin Luther made it clear 

that the two go together; we 

cannot get either one right without 

the other,” Braaten said. 

He noted how for 500 years the 

Lutheran church has struggled 

between these two principles, 

becoming either legalistic in 

regard to works or permissive in 

regard to morality (antinomian). 

Lutheran theologians have 

“confessed to the wider Christian 

world that the main purpose of 

rightly distinguishing law and 

gospel is to lift high the cross of 

Jesus Christ for the salvation of 

the world,” and this confession 

depends on a proper understanding 

of law and gospel. 

Ecumenical Panel 

A panel of three scholars on 

Luther—the Rev. Dr. Michael S. 

Horton (Presbyterian), the Rev. 

Dr. Steven D. Paulson (Lutheran), 

and the Rev. Dr. Jared Wicks, 

Society of Jesus (Roman Catholic)

—gave lectures on how the 

Lutheran understanding of law and 

gospel is reflected in their 

denominations. 

A Lutheran view 

“Distinguishing between law 

and gospel is very hard, for it  

goes against our desire,” said 

Theological conference 

examines law and gospel 
“The theme of this theological 

conference is „preaching and 

teaching the law and gospel of 

God,‟” said Rev. Carl E. Braaten 

at the third Lutheran CORE 

Theological Conference, held this 

year at Calvary Lutheran Church 

in Golden Valley, Minnesota.  

“The wording is important. It says 

that we are dealing not so much 

with a classical doctrine for 

theologians to retrieve and debate. 

Rather, our theme is about what 

preachers are called and ordained 

to do, week after week—to 

proclaim the gospel of salvation in 

such a way as not to confuse it 

with the law.” 

Law and Gospel: The Hallmark 

of Classical Lutheranism  

In his presentation, “Hallmarks 

of Classical 

Lutheranism,” 

Braaten 

declared  

the need for  

the Church to 

properly 

understand  

the distinction 

between law and gospel. He also 

gave an introduction of the 

speakers and the subjects of their 

lectures.  

Dr. Steven Paulson, in his 

presentation. “[this task] kills both 

the preacher and the hearer, and 

who wants to die?” Paulson said. 

“Because of this truth,” Paulson 

said, “Luther 

remarked that 

the soul, 

church 

tradition, and 

the devil all 

conspire to 

prevent one 

from making 

this distinction.”  

“No sooner had law and gospel 

appeared, than Lutherans made a 

mess of it!” he stated in regard to 

what he called a “fault line” in 

Lutheranism and the whole 

catholic church‟s understanding  

of the gospel. This fault line 

consisted of transforming 

repentance from “a violent,  

cosmic withdrawal from yourself 

into Christ” into a psychological 

state of acceptance.  

“The law produces terror,” said 

Paulson. “Terror must give over to 

another psychological state called 

comfort that comes from the 

Gospel‟s promises alone. Soon 

faith became nothing more than an 

assent to God‟s plan of using law 

(Continued on page 8) 

Carl E. Braaten 

Steven Paulson 
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and gospel together to move you 

from terror to comfort—a 

psychological conclusion,” he said.   

“If I can get rid of my feelings 

of terror [at my sin], then I can get 

rid of God‟s wrath,” Paulson said 

of 20th century Lutheran theology‟s 

reasoning. Preaching of the law, 

especially in the 20th century, gave 

way to comforting people who are 

feeling “restless, anxious, alone…

feeling like they are being judged 

by others and not affirmed.” 

Justification became redefined as 

acceptance and self-acceptance, 

thereby removing the proper 

understanding of law and gospel 

from Lutheran theology.  

A Presbyterian view 

Dr. Michael Horton remarked 

that John Calvin saw himself as a 

student of Martin Luther because 

their under-

standing of the 

law and gospel 

principles was 

the same. 

“Whether Luther 

would own him 

or not is another 

question…

Calvinism asks, as Lutherans do, 

“What shall sinners do to be saved 

by a holy God?”—and comes up 

with the same answer,” he said.  

(Continued from page 7) “Though Calvin may have 

objected to some of Luther‟s 

teaching, they had no disagreement 

here on law and gospel,” Horton 

said.  

“When it comes to the basis of 

salvation, Calvin is a Lutheran,” 

said Horton. “The law‟s purpose 

according to Calvin is not to 

incline our hearts to godliness but 

to reveal our misery so we would 

flee to Christ. Moses had no other 

intention than to invite all men to 

go straight to Christ.”  

By citing theologians from 

Bucer to Barth, Dr. Horton then 

outlined how throughout 

Presbyterianism‟s history the 

distinction between law and gospel 

has been maintained. Much as with 

Lutheranism, however, there were 

controversies about the fine points 

of that distinction.  

A Roman Catholic view 

Dr. Jared Wicks reflected on 

how “the Lutheran legacy” has 

informed his teaching and research 

since the early 1960s. He said 

there are some aspects of the law/

gospel principle found in Catholic 

theological education. For 

example, Ignatius of Loyola‟s 

spiritual exercises, for which the 

Jesuits are known, place an 

emphasis on the “fallen-ness” of 

humanity and the graciousness of 

 

God. These exercises are a 

common part of Catholic seminary 

education.  

Dr. 

Wicks 

noted that 

Luther, just 

as the 

Catholics, 

emphasized 

the link 

between 

sanctif-

cation and the sacraments and the 

work of the church, which is the 

forgiveness of sins given in 

baptism and the Office of the 

Keys.  

“Luther‟s catechetical materials 

brought a significant new 

component with the Holy Spirit 

looming large as the Sanctifier,” 

and tying that work to the 

sacraments, Wicks said.  

Wicks stated that Catholic 

theologians can be frustrated by 

the complicated theological 

debates among Lutheran 

theologians, making it difficult for 

non-Lutherans to participate in that 

dialogue.  

“I have to note that Lutheran 

thought and life leaves the 

impression that [the law and 

gospel principle] gets isolated from 

(Continued on page 9) 

Law and gospel examined 

Jared Wicks, S.J. 

Michael Horton 
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other concerns given us in 

scripture and sound Christian 

teaching. Catholic theology wants 

to address those concerns [of 

spiritual development past 

conversion],” Wicks said.  

Did Luther Get Paul Right on 

the Doctrine of Justification by 

Faith? 

Some Pauline scholars today 

believe Luther misunderstood 

Paul‟s meaning of justification, 

among them Anglican Bishop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

N.T. Wright. Using the text 

of Galatians 2:16, Dr. Stephen 

Westerholm took the audience 

through a study of the word 

justified to argue that “Wright got 

it wrong that Luther wasn‟t right.”  

N.T. Wright and other scholars 

deny that Paul‟s use of the term 

(Continued from page 8) “justified” refers, as Luther 

believed, to God‟s declaration of 

righteousness by faith apart from 

works of the law. Instead, they 

argue that Paul meant only the 

inclusion of Gentiles into God‟s 

covenant and their exemption from 

circumcision and other distinctly 

Jewish rituals. Wright believes that 

even though “justified” is a legal 

term, in Galatians the context was 

a question of table fellowship 

between Jew and Gentile. So for 

Wright, “justify” means “entitled 

to table fellowship,” stated 

Dr.Westerholm. 

Tzadik, the Hebrew word for 

the adjective “righteous” or 

“justified,” and its Greek 

translation dikaiosune, “belong to 

the basic moral vocabulary of the 

Hebrew and Greek languages. 

Righteousness is an abstract term 

for what one is morally obligated 

to do,” he said.  

Through careful referencing, 

Westerholm showed how the Old 

Testament‟s use of the word 

included instances of 

non-Jews being tzadik or righteous 

(the saved from Sodom, Noah, 

etc.). Paul followed the Old 

Testament‟s usage of tzadik as 

referring to doing the morally right 

thing, Westerholm said. Thus  

the word tzadik or dikaiosune 

could not refer to inclusion at the 

table nor into the covenant with 

God‟s people.   

Law, Gospel and the Beloved 

Community  

According to Dr. Paul Hinlicky, 

a “fresh take” on law and gospel 

and its relationship to the life of 

the church is needed. This new 

take can be found in Dietrich 

Bonheoffer‟s early writings, which 

described salvation not just as an 

individual experience, but also as 

inclusion in the Church as a 

“beloved community.”  

 “Christ—the Man for Others—

makes us disciples and keeps us as 

his Body in the world, through the 

Spirit‟s purposeful proclamation  

of law and gospel. Right proclaim-

ation of law and gospel leads to 

right being in Christ,” he said.  

Using Luther‟s 1545 last 

lecture, Hinlicky referred to 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Luther‟s commentary on Genesis 

and the Joseph story to illustrate 

the law and gospel dynamic and its 

significance for the communal 

nature of salvation. The brothers‟ 

knowledge of their sin in selling 

Joseph into slavery (law) makes 

them unable to accept Joseph‟s 

mercy (gospel). Joseph, then,  

is a type of Christ, suffering 

sacrificially for his family. 

Reflecting on the final article  

of the Formula of Concord,  

Hinlicky spoke of predestination as 

a comfort to God‟s beloved 

community, the Church. “This is 

no longer the individual alone—

the redeemed individual is 

correlated with the beloved 

community; [that is] personal and 

yet incorporation in Trinitarian 

community,” he said 

Bonheoffer, then, provides the 

“new take” by emphasizing 

salvation as more than an 

individual reality; it is a corporate 

one. Salvation apart from the 

Church is not possible for the 

Christian, because Christ exists in 

the world as community through 

the Church. 

The Third Use of the Law: 

Freedom and Obedience in the 

Christian Life 

Though we may be tempted to 

critique our present society as 

(Continued from page 9) permissive (what theologians  

call “antinomian”), Dr. Piotr 

Malysz thinks the real problem is 

not so much antinomianism as it is 

more law—societal notions of the 

necessity of figuring out one‟s 

identity.  

“We live in a society whose 

creed, to be sure, is unconditional 

acceptance, a celebration of 

diversity, difference, and freedom 

from artificially imposed 

constraints that stifle our 

individuality,” said Malysz. 

“People are yearning for a self-

creation that can only be found in 

the gospel, yet they are inundated 

in the culture by a law that says, 

„Be yourself!‟ when in actuality 

that self is subject to cultural 

conformity,” he said. This search 

for authenticity makes it difficult 

to hear the gospel.  

For Christians the problem 

proves even more challenging, 

says Malysz. When law and gospel 

are taken together, salvation is 

properly experienced. The law 

accuses of sin, and the gospel 

proclaims undeserving sinners 

righteous, he said. Christians can 

also fall into this trap, “like 

Facebook users who want to be 

unique but liked at the same time,” 

Malysz said. People become 

“trapped between self-assertion, 

from which we cannot withdraw 

and self-constitution, of which we 

are incapable.” 

“What we yearn for is the 

gospel; but what we are able to 

find is only law, more law, and 

more subtle law…What then is to 

be done? The answer, I believe, is 

neither more law, nor a legalistic 

pseudo-gospel of our own 

devising,” said Malysz. “The 

answer, even 

here and now, 

must be the 

gospel, the real 

gospel, God‟s 

own gospel. This 

means that 

Christians, as 

this Gospel‟s 

bearers, have a 

unique social role 

to play,” he said.  

Applying the Law-Gospel 

Distinction in Preaching and 

Worship 

 “The regular weekly setting for 

the structured interface between a 

Christian, especially laity, and the 

law and gospel paradigm is 

worship, particularly preaching,” 

said Dr. Larry Yoder of Lenoir- 

Rhyne College.  

But Yoder pointed out that when 

preaching, a pastor needs to  

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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(Continued from page 10)  

clarify to which dimension of law 

he or she is referring. In addition to 

such laws of creation as gravity or 

thermodynamics, God also made 

natural law, which Paul refers to in 

Romans 2 as being written on 

Gentile hearts, Yoder said. 

He noted that both society and 

contemporary scholarship argue 

against natural law because it 

makes truth claims that are 

objective, universal, absolute, and 

authoritative. They are revealed in 

the natural order and show God‟s 

goodness. All human moral 

decisions and action are guided by 

such natural law, through reason 

and the conscience, stated Yoder. 

Yoder believes that legalism in 

the church is less of a problem 

than what he calls “an addiction to 

a new species 

of cheap 

grace” he calls 

autonom-

iansim. 

Whereas 

antinomians 

deny the 

necessity of 

the law, autonomians redefine the 

law altogether according to their 

own individual desires, he said.  

“There is much in our present 

circumstances that erodes or 

obscures what is important. What 

is ultimately important is our 

relationship with God who himself 

has addressed and accomplished 

what we cannot do [by the law]. 

He has brought us to himself  

from our sin and estrangement,” 

Yoder said.  

A Resurrection Hermeneutic: 

Law and Gospel in Preaching 

and Worship 

In a poetic lecture, the Rev. Dr. 

Amy Schifrin argued that law and 

gospel are best understood in 

worship that includes both 

preaching and communion 

(Eucharist).  

“Preaching itself is a form of 

worship whose home is in the 

Eucharistic liturgy,” said Schifrin. 

“Preaching and Eucharist are but a 

single Word, a living Word who 

draws us into his life by his 

sacrifice, and through his life into 

the full embrace of the Holy 

Trinity,” she said.  

Schifrin stated preaching can 

twist the gospel into law by 

requiring one to “do something” 

before God will act. This takes 

many forms, from requiring a 

person to pray the sinner‟s prayer, 

to change their way of life, or to 

work for “justice.” Such 

requirements force the believer to 

trust themselves, their decisions, 

their willpower, rather than our 

God‟s power to save. Most of  

 

 

the systems of interpretation 

(hermeneutics) and preaching in 

the 20th century fit this description, 

she said.  

Instead, congregations can 

“trust that even as we read [the 

Scripture] God is reading us,” she 

said. “In the liturgy, reflection on 

scripture brings us to the center of 

a holy and truly faithful conver-

sation between God and his 

people. A true law-gospel 

distinction can only be made 

manifest in this hermeneutic (text 

interpretation) of trust,” Schifrin 

said. 

 

Our regular columns on member 

renewal groups, MissionConnect,  

and Great Commission evangelism 

will return in the next issue of 

Lutheran CORE Connection.  

Law and gospel examined 

J. Larry Yoder  

Amy Schifrin 
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