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stimulating and thought-provoking 

discussion of A 16th Century 

Confession for a 21st Century 

Church. Pastor Wendy Berthelsen 

of Call, Inc. will explore ways to 

help you understand God’s 

personal call for you in Ordinary 

People Transforming the World. 

Youth Encounter president Dr. 

Larry Johnson’s session on 

Relating the Christian Message 

to Today’s Youth will focus on 

sexual morality and moral 

relativism and how the church can 

effectively witness to youth in the 

21st century.  

You will have the opportunity 

to choose from three practical 

workshops designed to engage you 

in global missions as Lutheran 

churches increasingly move to 

building direct reciprocal 

relationships between overseas 

ministries and their home 

congregations. Pr. Bill Moberly 

will explore practical and effective 

ways to mobilize your 

congregation for Christ’s Great 

Commission in Igniting a Passion 

for Missions. Calvary Lutheran’s 

missions and Sunday school staff, 

Cindy Engelkes and Dawn Dresser, 

will share ideas and ways they 

2012 Convocation offers exciting opportunities to 

learn, explore and connect 
By Lynn Kickingbird, Chair, 

Lutheran CORE Steering 

Committee 

This year’s Convocation is just 

around the corner! We have out-

standing speakers and worship 

leaders in Rev. Dr. Gemechis 

Buba, Dr. Robert Benne and Pastor 

Kip Tyler. I want to draw your 

attention to the expanded array of 

workshops and breakout sessions 

that will take place the afternoon of 

Tuesday, August 14. Designed to 

appeal to a wide variety of needs 

and interests, you can find 

workshops related to theology, 

discipleship, missions, worship, 

educational resources and benefit 

plans. Keeping Christ’s Great 

Commission front and center 

connects these offerings 

thematically as we mobilize 

confessing Lutherans for 

evangelical renewal.  

Nine Workshops 

There will be nine workshop 

offerings, including two related to 

children and youth! Each 

workshop will be offered twice, 

giving everyone an opportunity to 

attend two workshops. Bishop Ken 

Sauer will lead off with a 

have successfully helped their 

young people get to know their 

congregation’s missionaries and 

mission projects in Making 

Missions Come Alive for Kids.  A 

third offering, Opportunities for 

Global Mission Support: Pitfalls 

to Avoid & Blessings to 

Embrace, will feature Jake Gillard 

of World Mission Prayer League 

and Marshall Gillam, Lutheran 

Bible Translators, in a panel 

discussion and Q & A. 

The three remaining workshops 

highlight important and distinct 

(Continued on page 2) 

Keeping Christ’s 

Great Commission 

front and center 

connects these 

offerings 

thematically as we 

mobilize confessing 
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resources for ministry support. In 

Lutheran Benefits Plan Q & A, 

representatives from the Hahn 

Financial Group will be available 

to answer your questions about 

their benefits plan for pastors and 

church employees. Learn about 

Resources for Congregational 

Renewal and Discipleship from 

Pastor Steve King of Sola 

Publishing and Bill Oehlschlager 

of Lutheran Lay Renewal. In I 

Am Worship Planning Tool, Dan 

Baker from Triune Publishing/

Reclaim will introduce their new, 

cutting edge online tool that can 

help you easily plan and create a 

wide variety of worship services 

and even customizable hymnals.  

Five Breakout Sessions 

Connecting confessing 

Lutherans to each other to 

facilitate growing relationships 

and effective ministries for Christ 

stands at the heart of Lutheran 

CORE’s mission and purpose. 

One way we make these 

connections is by offering 

breakout sessions at the annual 

Convocation where attendees with 

similar histories, questions, needs 

and interests can come together to 

meet, seek answers from available 

resource persons, and fellowship 

together.  This year’s sessions 

include:  

(Continued from page 1)  Staying Faithful in the ELCA, 

ELCA-Specific Task Force, 

Lutheran CORE, leads a 

conversation among pastors and 

congregations who have chosen 

for various reasons to remain in 

the ELCA. 

 North American Lutheran 

Church (NALC), Mark Chavez, 

General Secretary, NALC, 

addresses questions for those in 

the NALC and those seriously 

interested in becoming part of 

that church body. 

 Lutheran Congregations in 

Mission for Christ (LCMC), 

Mark Vander Tuig, Service 

Coordinator, speaks to those 

involved in or wanting to know 

more about LCMC. 

 Alternative Lutheran Synods, 

Tim Swenson, Dean of Chapel 

and Student Life at the Institute 

of Lutheran Theology will 

engage in a conversation 

concerning the various other 

Lutheran groups and options 

available in North America, other 

than the three noted above.   

 Lutheran CORE Outreach to 

Congregations: Transforming 

Challenges into Opportunities. 

Pastors and lay leaders from 

congregations still facing 

challenges related to discerning 

their immediate future can 

discuss and explore options with 

Pastor Don Brandt, Our Savior’s 

Lutheran Church, Salem, OR, 

and leader of Lutheran CORE’s 

consulting services.  

I want to thank all of the 

workshop presenters and breakout 

leaders for sharing their gifts and 

ministries. As you can see, there 

is much for clergy, staff, or lay 

leaders to explore as we journey 

together into the amazing future 

God has prepared for us!  

Although the registration 

deadline has passed, space is still 

available. However, we cannot 

guarantee the availability of on-

site meals for late and walk-in 

registrants, and you may have to 

go off campus for meals. Register 

online or call 888-551-7254. 

I wish you all safe travel, and I 

really look forward to seeing you 

August 14-17 at Calvary 

Lutheran, Golden Valley, MN. 

2012 Convocation offers exciting opportunities  

Lynn Kickingbird serves as 

Lutheran CORE Steering 

Committee Chair; contact her at 

lynn@kickingbirdassociates.com 

http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1089184
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?EventID=1089184
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Orthodox Lutherans of South Carolina 
By Rev. Dennis Nelson 

This article is part of our continuing 

series of features about the various renewal 

movements that are a part of Lutheran 

CORE, written so that we can get to know 

each other better, be encouraged by one 

another, know how to pray better for one 

another, and learn from one another.  

Orthodox Lutherans of South Carolina 

trace themselves back to 2009, when 

seemingly half of the South Carolina Synod 

voting members at the ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly voted in favor of the human 

sexuality social statement, even though the 

South Carolina synod assembly earlier that 

year rejected by a huge majority a 

resolution recommending the social 

statement’s approval.  

Feeling that the will of the Synod had 

been ignored because of the ELCA’s 

structural flaw that instructs members of an 

assembly to vote as individuals rather than 

delegates representing a congregation or 

synod, about 15 ELCA pastors began 

networking and then met to form a group 

which they called Orthodox Lutherans of 

South Carolina. 

They formed a steering committee, 

elected Pastor John Yost of Messiah 

Lutheran Church of Mauldin as their chair, 

and began planning a rally to address what 

had just happened at the August 2009 

Churchwide Assembly. They invited James 

Crumley, former presiding bishop of the 

LCA, to be keynote speaker. More than 500 

people attended and heard Bishop Crumley 

explain how the ELCA had not been true to 

the Lutheran Confessions.  

The group presented five resolutions to 

the 2010 South Carolina Synod Assembly. 

Four resolutions affirming what the 

Confessions say about Scripture passed by 

a large margin. A fifth resolution affirmed 

the traditional view of marriage and asked 

that the ELCA reconsider its social 

statement on sexuality and rescind its 

changes in ministry policies. This 

resolution, which directed the bishop to 

discourage any candidates for ministry who 

were in same-gender relationships, did not 

pass. At the 2011 South Carolina Synod 

Assembly, the group’s resolution to reduce 

the percent of the synod’s benevolence to 

the national church was also defeated.   

The Orthodox Lutherans of South 

Carolina held a number of other synod-

wide gatherings, which dealt with more 

than just sexuality issues. Wanting to 

maintain a trust relationship with the 

bishop, they always notified the bishop of 

every meeting. Either the bishop or some-

one from the synod staff always attended.  

Pastor John Yost, chair of the steering 

committee, was a voting member at the 

2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. He 

reported coming away from the assembly 

feeling discouraged with the direction of 

the ELCA, but also with a strong sense that 

there are many in the ELCA who do not 

agree with the direction in which the 

national leadership wants to take the 

church. 

The Orthodox Lutherans are now 

functioning as a ministerium of pastors 

within South Carolina. There are orthodox 

Lutheran pastors from all size congre-

gations: small, medium, and large. They 

gather to support each other, regardless of 

whether an individual pastor or congre-

gation stays in the ELCA or pulls out and 

joins either the NALC or LCMC. At this 

point only a relatively few South Carolina 

churches have actually left the ELCA.  

The ministerium also supports pastors 

who are in situations where a two-thirds 

vote to leave the ELCA was not achieved. 

Pastor Yost said, “We are sticking together. 

We are tired of doing church politics. We 

are just a ministerium that comes together, 

worships together, prays together, and 

offers encouragement to one another.”  

Yost also shared how the orthodox 

pastors tend to be leaders of more active 

congregations. Their highest priority is the 

local congregation rather than synod- and 

national-level politics. He added, “We are 

not church politicians. We are not gifted at 

going to the microphone and swaying the 

crowd. The other side knows how to do 

church politics much better than we do.”   

The group currently meets about every 

other month. A meeting in February 

featured Pastor Steve Shipman, Director of 

Lutheran CORE. The bishop of the synod 

was invited and attended.  

At their April 2012 meeting Orthodox 

Lutherans of South Carolina voted to join 

Lutheran CORE. They were inspired by 

CORE’s four emphases as shared by  

Pastor Shipman: Christ-Centered, Mission-

Driven, Traditionally-Grounded, and 

Congregationally-Focused. These 

emphases helped direct them away from 

their frustration with synod and ELCA 

politics.  

According to Pastor Yost, the group 

looks to Lutheran CORE for resources, 

guidance, and support. He said, “Lutheran 

CORE is a much larger and wider and 

deeper resource to go to and [to which to] 

refer people.” 

We warmly welcome the Orthodox 

Lutherans of South Carolina to the family 

of Lutheran CORE.  

For more information, contact Pastor 

John Yost at 864-963-4549 or 

jyost@messiahmauldin.org.  

mailto:jyost@messiahmauldin.org


CORE CONNECTION — News from Lutheran CORE  August 2012 — Page 4 

 

MissionConnect: Advent Lutheran Church – Winchester, VA 

Advent Lutheran Church of 

Winchester, Virginia, celebrated its 

second anniversary as a 

congregation on June 24 with 

Bishop Paull Spring as guest 

preacher. Advent Lutheran was the 

first church to join the North 

American Lutheran Church 

(NALC). One of four mission 

churches that were among the 

original 17 congregations to join 

the NALC, Advent Lutheran 

Church was organized as a 

congregation several months 

before the NALC was formed. 

Advent Lutheran grew out of 

the concern that many people 

within the ELCA were feeling 

about what might happen at the 

August 2009 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly. Because several of 

these charter members were active 

in Lutheran CORE, they were well 

aware of the issues. Not being 

allowed to hold a meeting within 

their own ELCA church building, 

they met at another church facility 

and invited Dr. Robert Benne to 

come and describe how the ELCA 

has been moving away from a 

traditional, orthodox, Scripturally-

based faith. Because of the high 

level of interest, a second meeting, 

attended by people from all over 

northern Virginia, was held in a 

fire house. 

After the decisions made at the 

August 2009 ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly to ordain persons in 

same gender relationships and to 

recognize such unions, the group 

held another meeting and decided 

to start a new church. They held 

their first worship service on June 

6, 2010.  

During the early months three 

members of the congregation took 

turns delivering the sermon. 

Wanting to be served by an 

ordained minister, the church then 

found several retired Lutheran 

pastors who were available for 

pulpit supply. After being served 

by 15 different pastors over a 

period of several months, they 

found Pastor Noel Vold, a retired 

Lutheran pastor who was available 

to preach three Sundays a month. 

The congregation enjoys his first 

person presentations by Bible 

characters in costume, as well as 

the music provided by his wife 

Sharon, an accomplished organist 

and pianist.   

 

(Continued on page 5) 

Dr. Gemechis Buba, Lutheran CORE and NALC missions director, likes to remind congregations of the challenge Lutheran CORE 

and the NALC make to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner. MissionConnect, a new 

column in CORE Connection, will seek to introduce worthy mission partners to member congregations, some of which may have 

been redirecting their mission support offerings as a form of protest against the decisions on sexuality approved by the 2009 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly. For other worthy mission ministries to support, see Lutheran CORE’s website under “Mission 

Connect.” 

http://www.lutherancore.org/missionconnect
http://www.lutherancore.org/missionconnect
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According to Roy Schwarz, 

president of the congregation, there 

is a great deal of leadership ability 

and creativity within the Advent 

congregation. Roy Schwarz is the 

father of Ryan Schwarz, former 

member of the Lutheran CORE 

Steering Committee and currently 

treasurer of the NALC. Worship 

attendance generally runs between 

25 and 35 people, and at times is as 

high as 60. They meet in the facility 

of a local Seventh Day Adventist 

Church, and appreciate that 

congregation’s warmth, 

friendliness, and accommodating 

spirit. The congregation gives six 

percent of its offerings to 

benevolence. One percent supports 

a local food bank; one percent is 

given to the Ethiopian Evangelical 

Church Mekane Yesus; and four 

percent is shared with the NALC. 

The congregation recognizes 

three categories of members – 

regular members, associate 

members, and honorary members. 

Associate membership refers to 

those who for some reason need to 

be a member of an ELCA church, 

but who also want an affiliation 

outside the ELCA. The title of 

honorary member is given to those 

who have inspired the congregation. 

When Bishop Paull Spring attended 

the congregation’s second 

anniversary service in June, he and 

(Continued from page 4) 

MissionConnect: Advent Lutheran Church – Winchester, VA 

his wife, Barbara, were given the 

status of honorary members.  

Calling a full-time pastor 

remains the congregation’s single 

biggest goal.. Members would like 

to call a younger pastor with 

children. According to President 

Roy Schwarz, “There are enough 

unchurched people, as well as 

orthodox Lutherans in our area, so 

that there is a role for us in the 

future. Because of the teachings of 

the ELCA, there are enough people 

who will want an option like us.” 

The congregation recognizes the 

disadvantages of not owning their 

own building, such as not having a 

permanent sign or a place for a 

reception after a member’s funeral. 

There are some who would like to 

see them own their own building, 

while others feel that they already 

have their hands full doing what 

they are doing.  

President Schwarz said, “I have 

been a part of somewhere between 

17 and 19 congregations. But I 

have never been a part of a church 

where everyone is so willing to do 

what needs to be done to make the 

church work.” He also stated that 

America is now a mission field.  

He feels that a second Lutheran 

Reformation is beginning. He said, 

“This is the Reformation all over 

again.”      

 

 

Advent photos copyright and courtesy 

of John Westervelt Photography        

Roy Schwarz, president of Advent Lutheran 

Church, Barbara Spring and NALC Bishop 

Emeritus Paull Spring 

Celebratory certificate and cake at Advent’s first worship service 
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By Rev. Don Brandt impacted by evangelical, 

nondenominational Protestant 

groups that were a part of the Jesus 

Movement. Many Christian 

movements had their roots in the 

Jesus Movement, which, in large 

part, came out of this part of the 

country. (I know: It’s a little scary 

when a religious movement traces 

its roots to Southern California.)  

Addressing the tension between ministry style and content in 

congregational outreach  

One of the most challenging 

aspects of congregational outreach 

is considering the relative 

importance of our ministry method 

and/or style on one hand, while 

insuring that we not compromise 

the content of the Gospel we 

proclaim. As we all know, our 

style can undermine or misrepre-

sent our message. So even when 

our motives are appropriate—as 

when we are being innovative and 

creative in our pursuit of the Great 

Commission—our methodology 

can nevertheless potentially 

misrepresent the faith. 

In writing this to a largely 

Lutheran audience, however, I 

sense I’m “preaching to the choir” 

when I say this.  Every denomina-

tional tradition has its blind spots, 

and Lutherans are no exception. In 

our case I’m convinced we are 

more likely to disregard 

innovation, and use our concern 

over compromising the Gospel as a 

cover for our unwillingness to take 

risks in ministry planning. 

I came of age as part of what 

author Lyle Schaller once 

described as the “Southern 

California Religious Subculture.” 

Living in Southern California in 

the 60s and 70s, I was personally 

(and I might add, positively) 

the small-groups movement and 

many models for youth ministry 

have some of their origins in the 

Jesus Movement “subculture.” 

I’ve written before of the  

recent struggles of both mainline 

and evangelical churches when it 

comes to reaching the unchurched. 

The last few years have seen 

accelerated decline among 

mainline denominations. And, for 

the first time in my lifetime, we  

are seeing many evangelical 

movements experiencing increased 

difficulty when it comes to 

achieving growth. Secularism  

is on the rise in North American 

culture, and just about all Christian 

church bodies are being impacted. 

But be careful as you  

digest these trends. The fact is,  

generally speaking, evangelical 

congregations are still doing a far 

(Continued on page 7) 

The list of Jesus Movement 

ministries coming out of California 

would include the Calvary Chapel 

congregations, the Vineyard 

Fellowship churches, and a 

number of mainline charismatic 

movements. Still today we see 

cross-denominational ministry 

models that had, in part, their 

origins among such evangelical 

Protestant groups. Contemporary 

worship music, for example, 

largely originated from such 

groups and ministries. In addition, 

...I’m convinced we are 

more likely to disregard 

innovation, and use our 

concern over 

compromising the Gospel 

as a cover for our 

unwillingness to take 

risks in ministry planning. 

.  

Pursuing Great 

Commission 

Evangelism  

in Your  

Congregation 
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more effective job in reaching the 

unchurched than mainline 

Protestant churches. The two 

primary reasons for this are that 

evangelical Protestants have: 1) 

simply placed a greater emphasis 

on evangelistic outreach, and 2) 

tended to be more innovative in 

their ministry practices.     

As already stated, methodology 

can compromise and distort our 

message. And when considering 

ministry strategies and models 

originating in the evangelical 

subculture, we need to be cautious. 

The two most common heresies 

that sometimes characterize 

evangelical congregations are 

either legalistic fundamentalism or 

the prosperity gospel. However, 

I’m confident most Lutheran 

pastors have a more than adequate 

theological education and can 

discern when either of these false 

teachings is present. 

Here’s the hard truth: When it 

comes to effective, transferable 

ministry models for evangelistic 

outreach, there isn’t much available 

from within the Lutheran sub-

culture. (Some notable exceptions 

include Group and Youth 

Encounter. Group, of Loveland, 

Colorado, which was launched and 

is owned by Lutherans, focuses on 

resources for children’s and youth 

ministries and is probably the 

largest cross-denominational 

provider of children’s ministry 

resources in the country. Youth 

Encounter, with roots in the 

Lutheran tradition, partners with 

Christian communities to 

strengthen their youth ministry. 

Another excellent resource is  

Rev. Dr. Michael Foss’s book, 

PowerSurge.)  

So test the waters! Explore 

what’s happening in the 

evangelical Protestant subculture. 

Check out reputable ministries like 

Willowcreek, Saddleback 

Resources, Youth Specialties, 

Zondervan Publishing, Integrity 

Music, NavPress, etc. As long as 

you factor in that these ministry 

models (too often) assume a large-

church ministry context, you might 

discover ideas and strategies that 

will help your congregation reach 

more people in your community. 

And one more suggestion: Be in 

touch with some of the evangelical 

parish pastors in your local area. 

Discover what they’re finding 

helpful when it comes to ministry 

resources. 

Note: The Lutheran CORE 

website has a list of ministry 

resources. This list includes not 

only Lutheran sources, but also 

nondenominational ministry 

providers and parachurch 

organizations. Also, for 

confessional Lutheran ministry 

resources check out the Sola 

Publishing website.  

Pastor Don Brandt of Our Savior’s 

Lutheran Church in Salem, Ore., 

welcomes your questions and comments 

at donb@oursaviorssalem.org 

The two most 

common heresies 

that sometimes 

characterize 

evangelical 

congregations are 

either legalistic 

fundamentalism or 

the prosperity 

gospel.  

Addressing the tension between ministry style and content in 

congregational outreach  

http://group.com/
http://www.youthencounter.org
http://www.youthencounter.org
http://www.lutherancore.org/resources/links-literature/
http://www.lutherancore.org/resources/links-literature/
http://www.solapublishing.org/
http://www.solapublishing.org/
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