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This year’s convocation includes great 

speakers, and a broad range of useful 

workshops and breakout sessions for 

information and theological reflection. 

Between those key parts we will have 

brief reports, a little business and 

elections. And the worship and singing 

will once again lift our hearts together. 

I am grateful for the service of the 

Steering Committee that guides the life 

and work of Lutheran CORE all year long. 

Several are “retiring” and several are 

willing to serve again. Continuity is so 

important in our kind of organization, as 

we continue to adapt and change with the 

challenges faced by confessing Lutherans 

in North America that Lutheran CORE 

tries to meet and address. 

We are not afraid of the future. These 

are great days for orthodox, faithful 

Lutherans. There is so much opportunity; 

so many good things are happening. More 

than a hundred times the Scripture records 

God’s call to “fear not.” We 

enthusiastically embrace it and welcome 

what is happening. God is both good and 

faithful. He has brought us this far 

already. He will help us move wisely into 

the future together. 

Gathering to embrace God’s future for us 

It’s time to gather together for 

Lutheran CORE’s fourth convocation, 

this time in Golden Valley, Minnesota. 

What a wonderful opportunity we have, 

and the program looks excellent. 

This year’s convocation’s theme is 

“God’s future for us” and features 

Gemechis Buba, Robert Benne, and Kip 

Tyler. The 2012 Theological Conference 

topic, “Preaching and Teaching the Law 

and Gospel of God” will feature an 

ecumenical lineup of scholars, including 

Carl E. Braaten, Stephen Westerholm, 

Paul Hinlicky, Piotr Malysz, Amy 

Schifrin and Larry Yoder, among others. 

Lutheran CORE lives to connect and 

resource faithful, orthodox Lutherans 

from all over the continent… and even 

the world. We are not alone. And while 

we plan our yearly convocation prior to 

the Theological Conference that is 

followed by NALC’s gathering, we 

expect lots of different Lutherans to join 

us as they have in the past. 

We hope ELCA, LCMC, LC-MS and 

other denominations will feel welcome 

and drawn to these important days 

together. Last year’s Theological 

Conference was at least 40% ELCA 

registrants.  

Because Lutheran CORE lives to 

gather and connect,  many activities and 

offerings happen throughout the year in 

locations across North America, but the 

yearly convocation is the single event 

that brings us all together in one place 

for worship and connection. 

Yes, these are great days. Lutheran 

CORE wants to be faithful and effective 

as we continue to mobilize confessing 

Lutherans for evangelical renewal. Your 

continued prayers and financial support 

are vital to this work we do together. 

Thank you for both. 

I hope you will join us in Golden 

Valley in August. Your presence there is 

very important. Calvary Lutheran is a 

great location and facility, ready to serve 

and gather us. So, make plans to come 

together!  

Tell others you know; bring them with 

you; encourage the faithful and reach out 

to people who are struggling with the 

controversies that are still very much a 

part of our Lutheran life. We need 

Lutheran CORE, because we need each 

other. See you in August—it’s going to 

be great! 

We are not afraid of the 

future. There is so much 

opportunity; so many good 

things are happening. More 

than a hundred times the 

Scripture records God’s call 

to “fear not.”  

Pastor Paul Ulring, the moderator of 

Lutheran CORE, serves as senior pastor 

at Upper Arlington Lutheran Church in 

Columbus, Ohio. He can be reached at 

pulring@ualc.org. 

By Paul Ulring 
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Why I am a member of Lutheran CORE 

I cannot answer the question, “Why 

are you a member of Lutheran CORE?” 

without first telling my story. I grew up 

in the Southern Ohio Synod of the 

ELCA. I went to seminary at Trinity 

Lutheran Seminary in Columbus and 

was called to serve a congregation that 

developed into a two-point parish in the 

Southern Ohio Synod.  

When it became more and more 

apparent that the ELCA was heading 

toward changing its policies to allow 

persons who are in publicly accountable 

lifelong monogamous same-gendered 

relationships to be ordained, I chose to 

take a more active role on the synodical 

level. I submitted three of the Lutheran 

CORE resolutions to the 2009 Southern 

Ohio Synod Assembly. Much like in 

other synods, after the 2009 ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly decision, 

colleagues and congregations began to 

depart. Friendships were strained, 

sometimes broken. Some colleagues 

didn’t see what the fuss was about 

while others struggled to keep their 

congregations together. 

Nothing about my story thus far is 

terribly different from what many other 

pastors experienced in the lead-up to 

and the aftermath of the 2009 ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly. I struggled with 

what to do as an individual. I struggled 

with what to do as a pastor of an ELCA 

congregation. Again, there is nothing 

particularly unusual about my story. 

What makes my story different is my 

age — I am 32. 

Why does that matter? Because for 

many pastors, watching the ELCA 

make the change was like watching a 

beloved child make a horrible mistake. 

Many of my colleagues served in the 

ALC or the LCA. They were invested 

in the merger in a way I could never be, 

because they had seen the birth and the 

maturation of the ELCA. But for some-

one my age, the ELCA is all I had ever 

known. At the risk of causing some 

readers pain, the day the ELCA was 

officially constituted (January 1, 1988) 

was the same day I turned 8 years old.  

Because the ELCA is the only 

denomination I had ever really known, 

watching the ELCA make the change 

was like watching parents who had 

raised and nurtured a child—showed 

that child right from wrong, brought 

that child into adulthood—make the 

same decisions against which they 

warned their child. The dynamic is 

different, but the pain is no less. As a 

relatively inexperienced pastor (I was 

ordained in 2006), I needed the support 

of friends and colleagues to deal with 

what it meant to do ministry in an 

ELCA that had dramatically changed. 

I was invited to attend a gathering of 

the Association of Confessing 

Lutherans in Ohio, now associated with 

Lutheran CORE. I attended the 

Lutheran CORE gathering in Fishers, 

Ind., and in Columbus, Ohio. I took 

almost every opportunity offered within 

driving distance to gather with other 

traditional-orthodox pastors. Those 

larger gatherings offered insight and 

helped support ministry at a local level.  

When my first call to a congregation 

began in July of 2006, there were eight 

ELCA congregations in our small town/

rural county in west central Ohio. There 

was not a congregation that was, in 

some way, shape or form, unrelated to 

another. Families, neighbors, friends, 

and co-workers stretched across 

multiple congregations. What happened 

in one congregation almost inevitably 

affected the others. By the time God 

called me to another congregation in  

the summer of 2011, there were five 

ELCA congregations, one LCMC and 

one NALC, and another ELCA 

congregation had closed. Aided by our 

connections through Lutheran CORE, 

my congregation and I were able to 

maintain healthy relationships with the 

congregations and pastors who had left. 

When God called me to serve Peace 

Lutheran Church in Edmond, Okla-

homa, my professional world changed 

drastically. Not only were the congre-

gational and community dynamics quite 

a bit different from where I had 

previously served, not only did I go 

from a relatively Lutheran-populated 

state to a state where Lutherans are few 

and far between, but I became a pastor 

of the NALC serving the only NALC 

congregation in the entire state. It 

would have been very easy at that point 

to let go of Lutheran CORE. After all, I 

left the ELCA, so why stay connected 

with Lutheran CORE? 

I firmly believe that Lutheran CORE 

is a part of the connective tissue that 

(Continued on page 3) 

By Keith Falk 

...through Lutheran CORE, 

my congregation and I 

were able to maintain 

healthy relationships with 

the congregations and 

pastors who had left. 
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can hold congregations together despite 

denominational affiliation. My 

belonging to Lutheran CORE is a sign 

that I recognize my connectedness to 

other Lutherans. To paraphrase St. Paul, 

one part of the body cannot say to 

another “I have no need of you!” I still 

have countless faithful brothers and 

sisters in the pews and pulpits of ELCA 

congregations. They need my prayers 

and support, just as I need theirs. 

Lutheran CORE provides an 

opportunity for Lutherans of all stripes 

and letters to come together and explore 

what it means to be faithful to our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ in the current 

North American landscape. 

With a renewal group like Lutheran 

CORE, there is always a temptation to 

make the renewal group an escape 

tunnel from whatever organization it 

seeks to renew. Rather, Lutheran CORE 

looks to prayerfully consider how we 

might come together despite the 

denominational alphabet soup of 

American Lutheranism. Or, to put it a 

bit differently, Lutheran CORE must 

exist to be other than a group to shuffle 

people out of the ELCA and into other 

church bodies.  

Unfortunately, it is all too easy for 

us to find what is wrong with a church 

body. While striving to be faithful by 

enumerating all that is wrong with 

staying in the ELCA, some have 

inadvertently harmed the ministry of 

faithful congregations, pastors and laity 

of the ELCA. Is the ELCA in error? 

Absolutely. Is the NALC, LCMC, 

LCMS or any other Lutheran church 

body in error? Absolutely. All—not a 

few, some, or even many—ALL have 

(Continued from page 2) 

Why I am a member of Lutheran CORE 

sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God. I not only pray that God will turn 

and lead the ELCA back to faithfulness, 

I also have the same prayer on my lips 

for my own church body (NALC) and 

every other Christian institution in 

creation. 

What we need to keep in mind is that 

it is possible to speak the truth in love 

(Ephesians 4:15) and do so in a way that 

builds up the body of Christ (Ephesians 

4:16), speaking well of our neighbor 

and putting the best construction on 

their actions (Small Catechism, 

Explanation of the 8th Commandment). 

Lutheran CORE must exist as an 

organization to bring faithful, 

traditional, orthodox North American 

Lutherans of all stripes together. God 

has called some congregations, pastors, 

and laity to stay and bear witness. 

Staying may be a faithful decision. 

Remember that Elijah and Elisha were 

called to stay in a hostile situation, to 

bear witness to God. Those prophets 

were successful—not because the 

Northern Kingdom (Israel) turned from 

its apostasy—but because they remained 

faithful to the call God had given them 

to remain and proclaim His truth. 

By virtue of my membership in 

Lutheran CORE, I am expected to pray 

for and support my brothers and sisters 

in any and all Lutheran denominations 

—including the ELCA. I will not tell 

them what they need to do if they 

remain, nor will I urge them to leave; 

instead, I will ask them how I can 

support them in their ministry of faith-

fulness. It may be that their ministry of 

faithfulness does lead us to converse 

about the process of leaving. If that is 

the case, I will answer any and all 

questions I can. It may be that their 

ministry of faithfulness leads us to 

converse about how to stay connected 

despite our different denominations. Or 

it may lead to conversation about how 

to dissent in place. If that is the case, 

again, I will answer any and all 

questions I can. 

I belong to Lutheran CORE because 

I need my brothers and sisters in Christ 

and they need me. I need them to pray 

for me, help me, support me, and hold 

me accountable to the faith once 

delivered; and I need to do the same for 

them. I pray that Lutheran CORE 

continues to be an organization seeking 

the renewal of congregations according 

to Holy Scripture and the Lutheran 

Confessions, bringing those 

congregations and leaders together for 

care, learning, and support. 

Keith Falk is pastor at Peace 

Lutheran Church in Edmond, Okla. 

He can be reached by email at 

pastorkeithfalk@hotmail.com or at 

405-341-3205. 
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Lutheran CORE – North Carolina  

By Rev. Dennis Nelson 

This article is part of a series  

of features about the various renewal 

movements that are a part of Lutheran 

CORE, written so that we can get to 

know each other better, be 

encouraged by one another, know how 

to pray better for one another, and 

learn from one another. 

Lutheran CORE – North Carolina 

had its beginnings in 2003 at a 

meeting called by pastors, lay people, 

and congregations who were 

concerned about the ELCA’s 

theological direction, especially 

regarding issues of human sexuality. 

First calling themselves LASTing 

Word (Lutherans Affirming Scriptural 

Truth as God’s Word), the group held 

quarterly meetings with attendance 

sometimes as high as 500 people.  

During the early days, LASTing 

Word submitted nominees for synod 

councils, participated in study groups 

on the ELCA sexuality statement, 

prepared people to speak at synod 

assemblies, and presented resolutions 

countering the direction the ELCA 

was taking. At quarterly meetings they 

listened to presentations by such 

orthodox Lutheran theologians as Dr. 

Larry Yoder, Dr. Carl Braaten, and 

Dr. Robert Benne. 

In October 2009, following the 

changes in ministry policies approved 

by the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, 

LASTing Word members met and 

voted to become Lutheran CORE – 

North Carolina. Some of the members 

of Lutheran CORE – North Carolina 

are still affiliated with the ELCA. 

Others are members of congregations 

that have left the ELCA and joined 

either the North American Lutheran 

Church (NALC) or Lutheran Congre-

gations in Mission for Christ (LCMC). 

There are also some who are part of a 

congregation that is affiliated with the 

Missouri Synod. 

Lutheran CORE – North Carolina 

is led by a steering committee made 

up of pastors and laypeople, both men 

and women. One person serves on the 

executive council of the NALC. The 

steering committee consists of both 

retired and younger pastors, all of 

whom are well-known and well-

respected across North Carolina.  

The group now holds two to three 

assemblies a year. The May meeting 

was held in conjunction with the 

NALC Carolinas Mission District, 

which consists of both North and 

South Carolina. Presentations at this 

two-day meeting were made by 

Pr. Steve Shipman, Director of 

Lutheran CORE, and Bishop John 

Bradosky of the NALC. The July 

meeting will include a presentation by 

Pastor Mark Vander Tuig, LCMC 

Service Coordinator.  

A meeting towards the end of the 

year in South Carolina is being 

considered, to help people in that state 

become more aware of what is 

happening. According to Alan Beaver, 

acting chair of the steering committee, 

the churches in South Carolina are at a 

different stage in their journey. Many 

more churches have voted to leave the 

ELCA in North Carolina than in South 

Carolina.  

Lutheran CORE – North Carolina 

has a mailing list of 930 names, 

representing many different 

congregations in the Carolinas. They 

continually invite people to be added 

to the mailing list. Whenever they 

have an assembly, they send 

notification to each person on their 

mailing list, as well as to the NALC 

and LCMC congregations.    

Members of the steering committee 

have also spoken to various congrega-

tions and councils. Acting Chair Alan 

Beaver said, “We are continually 

discovering Lutheran congregations 

that do not understand what is going 

on with the ELCA.” They have found 

that some pastors and councils refuse 

to let the people talk about issues 

within the ELCA and about leaving 

the ELCA. The steering committee 

wants to be a resource to help people 

understand what is happening within 

the Lutheran community.  

Beaver estimates that Lutheran 

CORE – North Carolina will need to 

exist for at least five more years. The 

group wants to make sure that all 

interested congregations have a source 

of information. He said, “Everybody 

has to go at their own speed and work 

through it in their own way.” After 

five years he anticipates that the 

steering committee will evaluate 

whether they will continue to exist, 

(Continued on page 5) 
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and if they do continue, what their 

role will be.      

Acting Chair Alan Beaver spoke 

very highly of the work of the former 

chairperson, Pastor Carl M. Haynes, 

who is now Dean of the Carolinas 

Mission District of the NALC. He 

also spoke very highly of the work of 

Pastor William Ketchie of St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church in Salisbury, North 

Carolina. Pastor Ketchie was the one 

who in 2003 first called together a 

meeting of like-minded people 

(Continued from page 4) concerned about the direction the 

ELCA was taking. 

More information is available  

at www.lutherancorenc.org or  

by contacting Alan Beaver at 704-633

-6776 or albeaver@bellsouth.net. 

Rev. Dennis Nelson is pastor of 

Christ Lutheran Church in West 

Covina, California, and a member of 

the Lutheran CORE Steering 

Committee.  

 

 

Lutheran CORE – North Carolina  

New from the ALPB! 

No Other Name: 

Salvation through Christ Alone 
edited by Carl E. Braaten 

The lectures contained in this book were first presented at the second 

Theological Conference sponsored by Lutheran C O R E  and the North 

Amer ican Lutheran Church in  Co lu mbus ,  Oh io ,  in  Augus t  2011.  As  Carl 

Braaten writes in his introduction, “We are attending a theological conference on 

salvation because God created the church to be about the salvation of the world 

through the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. We cannot pass the 

buck to anyone else. It is our primary calling. But why a theological 

conference? Won’t that amount to just more talk, the  occupat ional hazard of  

theologians?  There is  reason for  that  suspicion, but we do face some 

crucial  theological problems on the biblical-Christian doctrine of salvation. 

If anyone here thinks theology is not important, bear in mind that you would 

not be here except for a major theological faux pas  of our church, the ELCA. 

You would possibly instead be on a vacation camping or  f ishing, or  better 

yet,  playing another round on your favorite golf course. Bad theology, like 

poisoned food, always makes the body sick, and that goes as well for the 

church, the body of Christ.”  

Conference Presenters: Robert Benne, Carl E. Braaten, Gerald McDermott,  James A. Nestingen,  

Berhanu Ofga’a, Joseph D. Small,  Ray R. Sutton, and Sarah Hinlicky Wilson  

Call (607) 746-7511 or visit  www.alpb.org 

North Carolina 

mailto:albeaver@bellsouth.net
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Lutheran CORE’s Consulting Ministry  

Did You Know... 

 That over 240 ELCA congregations failed to 

achieve a two-thirds majority in their first vote to 

end their denominational affiliation? 

 That many additional congregations, while 

achieving two-thirds at their first vote, fell short of 

the required two-thirds at their second vote? 

 That a few congregations achieved the necessary 

two-thirds at both votes but, for a variety of 

reasons, were still initially denied the right to leave 

the ELCA by their synod Council? 

 That many congregations have moved ahead to 

schedule congregational votes assuming passage, 

but ended up being surprised (in some cases 

shocked) by the actual vote outcome? 

 That, for many churches, this process can end up 

becoming the most divisive time in their 

congregation’s history?  

 

This entire discernment process is unprecedented for 

most congregations. There were never any seminary classes 

to prepare pastors for this and no synod-sponsored church 

council workshops to equip lay leaders to deal with this 

controversy. 

The challenge is to avoid making ill-informed decisions 

that will make an already-challenging discernment process 

even more difficult. While some of your congregation’s 

challenges will be unique to your ministry context, you can 

learn from both the successes and mistakes of 

congregations that have “gone” before you. 

Lutheran CORE wants to help. 

We want to help you discern the best way forward with 

the goal that your congregation will ultimately come 

through this not only intact and viable, but even stronger 

and more united. We want to help you discern God’s will 

for your ministry: 

 Whether you are leaving the ELCA or staying;  

 Whether you are in the middle of all this, looking 

ahead to it, or trying to regroup at the end of it. 

 

Here are some specific scenarios where we can help: 

1. Congregations where the pastor and council have 

decided to leave the ELCA and have not yet had a 

congregational vote. 

2. Congregations that have decided not to vote, but want 

to find meaningful ways to be faithful and “in protest” 

while remaining in the ELCA. 

3. Congregations pursuing a dual-congregational-

membership strategy (i.e., joining another Lutheran 

body while remaining in the ELCA) and don’t know 

how to proceed. 

4. Congregations that have no idea how to proceed and 

find that their membership is completely divided over 

these issues;  

5. Congregations that have already left and need an 

answer to questions like “What now?” and “How do 

we move forward?”  

6. Congregations falling short of the two-thirds vote 

where your more confessional/traditional members 

have left their church and are now starting over.  

 

In most cases we can provide the assistance you need by 

mail or phone conversation. This, of course, would be free of 

charge. If you decide you need an in-person consultation the 

only cost to you would be your consultant’s travel expenses. 

Our commitment to you is that your consultation will be: 

 Customized to your specific needs; 

 Provide practical assistance; and 

 Be as long-term as you feel is necessary. 

 

Help us help you through these difficult and trying times 

in the life of your congregation. 

For more information contact:  

 

Dr. Don Brandt 

donb@oursaviorssalem.org  

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

Salem, Oregon 

503-399-8601 

mailto:donb@oursaviorssalem.org
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By “Jane Jones” 

When my husband and I were 

married we were both morally chaste 

and sexually pure. The first few years 

of our marriage went as most 

probably do, a lot of discovery and 

realization that perhaps our 

expectations of married life were 

founded on unrealistic ideas from the 

media and social pressures. This 

caused some disappointment for my 

husband, and he began to have deep 

resentments about it. His frustrations 

ultimately led him to experiment with 

pornography, something to which he 

had previously had very little 

exposure. It was a gradual descent, 

but over the period of a few years his 

behavior became compulsive, and 

despite wanting to stop himself, he 

was overcome by feelings—both 

emotional and physical—that 

prevented him from doing so. 

About one year ago I realized that 

this was a problem. The addiction to 

pornography, lust, and self-

gratification affected me in many 

ways. My self-esteem was hurt; I felt 

inadequate. I felt betrayed by his 

behavior and by his lack of honesty 

regarding it. I was incredibly lonely, 

afraid to share our secret and seek 

support. I felt stupid for being blind 

to signs of his behavior. I lived in 

fear and anxiety about the future, and 

I took responsibility for his addiction 

and began making rules for him and 

trying to manage his choices.  

After a few months of continued 

relapses and depression, we both 

began to seek help. We found a 

support group, one for addicts and 

one for family members. I joined an 

online forum for wives of 

pornography addicts. The 12-step 

program allowed me to turn this over 

to God, to trust in His love. With the 

help of my Savior I can forgive; I can 

have faith in his divine plan for me, 

and I can see my husband with 

Christ's love. 

It is easy for my husband to hide 

behind his spirituality. Many people 

assume that such good men are 

immune to temptation or addiction. 

At first it was embarrassing for me 

because I held him to such high 

standards. He still continues to feel 

ashamed. Gaining an understanding 

of addiction helped me 

tremendously. Many times I asked, 

“If he loves me, why does he do 

this?” But learning the science of 

addiction helped me to separate his 

behavior from his personal feelings 

about me. I will not go into detail on 

the subject, but there is significant 

research that can be found online. 

Additionally, I have learned that 

my husband's addiction is not my 

fault. I did not cause it. It was his 

choice and his agency. I cannot 

control him. I do not need to use my 

energy worrying about what he is 

doing each hour of the day. I can 

love him and, with the help of Jesus, 

I can forgive him. I have learned to 

turn my will over to the Lord; I have 

learned to accept that even if the 

worst case scenario were to take 

place, I would be okay. God will not 

abandon me should my husband 

choose to continue to relapse or 

perpetuate his addiction. Having said 

that, I have hope that the Savior can 

heal my husband as well, in His time 

and with my husband's willingness. 

(Continued on page 8) 

I was incredibly lonely, 

afraid to share our secret 

and seek support. I felt 

stupid for being blind to 

signs of his behavior. I lived 

in fear and anxiety about 

the future, and I took 

responsibility for his 

addiction and began 

making rules for him and 

trying to manage his 

choices.  

Struggling with pornography addiction 

©
 V

ib
e Im

age
s - Fo

to
lia.co

m
 



CORE CONNECTION — News from Lutheran CORE  July 2012 — Page 8 

 

Ultimately I have learned that no 

matter what the circumstances in my 

life may be, I am responsible for my 

own happiness, and peace from God 

is always available to me regardless 

of the choices of another individual. 

I can choose to control the one thing 

I have control over in this life, and 

that is the way I will respond to the 

trials that come my way. God may 

not remove difficulty from my path, 

but through Jesus Christ I can have 

the strength I need to endure such 

difficulty. 

Because of this experience I have 

had opportunities that I would not 

have otherwise had. I have met some 

inspiring women who have helped 

me in my journey. I feel more 

prepared as a mother to educate and 

guide my children. I am more 

forgiving as a friend and wife, 

daughter, sister, mother. I have 

learned to be less judgmental of 

others, and that there is much silent 

suffering in the hearts of those 

around me. My heart is full of love 

and compassion for all. In short, I 

have learned a better way to live. 

Interestingly, I have found that 

the more I reach out, the more aware 

I am of the prevalence of this 

problem, as people respond in fervor. 

I know there are other men out there 

ashamed and suffering in their 

addiction. I know many of them are 

married, and where the wives are 

privy to the problem I am sure they 

too are experiencing anguish. I 

(Continued from page 7) believe all addictions are progressive 

in nature, and I have met women 

whose husbands have ventured 

further down this road than my own. 

So I am anxious to offer help where I 

can, to lift the heads that hang down 

and strengthen the feeble knees, to 

fight in this war against evil. If you 

are struggling, if you feel alone, 

please reach out and get help. There 

is reason to hope. 

 

“Jane Jones” is a pseudonym for the 

wife of a Lutheran pastor. We are 

withholding her identity at her request 

to avoid creating problems for her 

husband and family as they deal with 

this addiction, and we thank her for her 

candor. We believe this article will help 

many who struggle with sexual 

addictions or whose spouse is caught in 

this trap. Further information is 

available from 

hisstrugglemystruggle@gmail.com 

The following websites offer resources 

for dealing with pornography 

addiction:  

http://www.sa.org/ - The equivalent to 

Alcoholics Anonymous with a 12-step 

program modeled after the SA/AA 

format.  

http://salifeline.org/ - A  comprehensive 

website that includes helpful articles 

and resources for the addict, spouse of 

the addict, or parents of an addict.  

http://www.fightthenewdrug.org/ - 

Their message is based on science and 

facts that explain why porn is harmful 

by educating people about the negative 

psychological and physical reactions it 

causes. No affiliation with any religious 

groups or political agendas. 

http://lifestarnetwork.org/index.html -

Website of a national recovery program. 

http://www.pornharms.com/ 

(Additional site reference: http://

pornharmsresearch.com/) - A focus on 

the harms of pornography, but lacking 

in recovery and solutions.  

http://www.socialcostsofpornography. 

com/index.php - More about awareness, 

less about solutions. 

Struggling with pornography addiction 

I have learned that my 

husband's addiction is not 

my fault. I did not cause it. 

It was his choice and his 

agency. I cannot control 

him. I do not need to use 

my energy worrying about 

what he is doing each 

hour of the day. I can love 

him, and, with the help of 

Jesus, I can forgive him.  

http://www.sa.org/
http://salifeline.org/
http://www.fightthenewdrug.org/
http://lifestarnetwork.org/index.html
http://www.pornharms.com/
http://pornharmsresearch.com/
http://pornharmsresearch.com/
http://www.socialcostsofpornography.com/index.php
http://www.socialcostsofpornography.com/index.php
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Lutheran CORE congratulates the 

Reverend Timothy J. Swenson, who 

has accepted a call to become Dean 

of Chapel and Student Life for the 

Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT) 

in Brookings, South Dakota. 

“Joining a school like the Institute 

of Lutheran Theology with its deep 

commitment to Lutheran biblical and 

confessional integrity means I can 

practice my passion—Lutheran 

theology straight up and undiluted,” 

says Swenson.  

“It [also] means leaving the 

communities of Arnegard and 

Alexander, and Wilmington and 

Trinity Lutheran Churches. The 

people there have been deeply 

supportive of maintaining Lutheran 

biblical and confessional integrity. 

The Institute is committed to such 

integrity. These are exciting times in 

North American Lutheranism, and 

ILT is right in the middle. This is an 

opportunity for a remarkably 

authentic means of pastoral 

formation: Pastors are made right in 

the crucible of congregational life as 

their theological education is 

delivered to them.” 

As Dean of Chapel and Student 

Life, Pr. Swenson will supervise the 

online chapel services provided by 

the Institute and expand its offerings 

there. His work also includes the 

Institute’s embedded ministry 

program of pastoral formation. As he 

has for three semesters, he’ll teach a 

course on Lutheran worship. 

Pr. Swenson, a graduate of the 

University of North Dakota, earned 

the M.Div. from Luther Northwestern 

Seminary and was 

ordained to the 

pastorate in 1990.  

He has served a 

number of churches in  

North Dakota. 

Two years ago Pr. 

Swenson took an 

official stand of protest against the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA) that he articulated in 

Stand and Confess, a book available 

from SOLA Publishing, 

Pr. Swenson has requested transfer 

of his clergy status from the ELCA to 

the Augsburg Lutheran Churches. He 

and his wife, Dale Ann, are members 

of Lutheran CORE. Pr. Swenson can 

be reached at tswenson@ilt.org or by 

phone at ILT (605-692-9337).  

Swenson named ILT Chapel dean  

Upcoming events 

August 14-17 
Golden Valley (Minneapolis), 

Minnesota 

Lutheran CORE Convocation, Lutheran CORE Theological Conference 

and NALC Convocation at Calvary Lutheran Church,  7520 Golden 

Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN. Information and online registration 

available on the Lutheran CORE website 

September 14-15 Pontiac, Illinois 

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A Discipleship and 

Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba. Contact 

Pastors Dieter and Heidi Punt, First Lutheran Church, at 815-844-3695. 

October 12-13 West Des Moines, Iowa 

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A Discipleship and 

Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr. Michael W. Foss at St Mark’s 

Lutheran Church. Contact Pr. Ken Kimball at 563-535-7698.   

October 26-27 Mansfield, Ohio 

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A Discipleship and 

Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr. Michael W. Foss. Contact Pr. 

Paul Larson, First English Evangelical Lutheran, at 419-522-0662. 

Pr. Timothy 

 Swenson 

http://www.solapublishing.org/q-1050-stand-and-confess/
http://www.solapublishing.org/
mailto:tswenson@ilt.org
http://www.lutherancore.org/news/register-online-for-convocation-and-theological-conference/
mailto:punt@firstlutheranpontiac.org
mailto:mailtopastordam@iowatelecom.net
mailto:%20plarson001@neo.rr.com
mailto:%20plarson001@neo.rr.com
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By Rev. Don Brandt 
concentrate, and lead all church 

activities toward God’s vision for 

that congregation…” Included 

with this visionary leadership are 

pastors who “recognize the 

potential of their laity.” This is so 

crucial. When the laity are denied 

an opportunity to share in the 

leadership of our ministries, we 

cannot expect them to be 

enthusiastic participants in 

congregational life. 

Characteristics of effective, growing churches  

A great many of you are 

probably members of congregations 

that are in numerical decline. And 

my guess is that many of your 

congregations have lost members 

because of the ELCA policy 

changes of August, 2009. For some 

of you these losses are because you 

left the ELCA, and for others 

because you have chosen to remain 

in the ELCA. 

The purpose of this column is to 

help you—and your congregation—

regroup and move forward, 

focusing on reaching new people 

for Jesus Christ. As I have written 

before, the best single strategy for 

moving beyond congregational 

conflict is to discern and 

proactively pursue God’s mission 

for your congregation. 

I recently came across one of the 

most succinct and helpful articles I 

have ever read on the subject of 

congregational outreach. The 

article, by Daniel J. Rode, D.Miss., 

is entitled  “Why Do Some 

Churches Grow and Others Don’t?” 

Dr. Rode writes that growing 

congregations often share the 

following ministry priorities. 

The first is “having a trained 

and visionary leadership.” These 

congregational leaders are 

“optimists who precipitate, 

in consonance with their spiritual 

gifts they do not work, by their 

own efforts…the Spirit of God 

works in them.” 

A third characteristic of 

growing churches, according to 

Rode, is that they “follow 

biblically based priorities.” Dr. 

Rode quotes authors Roger Finke 

and Rodney Stark, who claim that, 

historically, U.S. churches stop 

growing when they “reject 

traditional doctrines and stop 

making serious demands on their 

followers.” Rode also writes that 

growing congregations typically 

make evangelism a greater priority 

than social involvement.  

A fourth initiative taken by 

growing churches is they “plan 

inspiring worship services.” I 

encourage you to evaluate your 

own worship services, giving 

special attention to not only 

sermons, but your worship music. 

The key question in song/hymn 

selection should be how 

participatory they are. Also 

consider the use of multimedia and 

drama to enhance the quality of 

your worship celebrations.  

A fifth ministry priority 

mentioned by Dr. Rode is an 

emphasis on cell (small) groups. 

If you want an in-depth look at the 

“nuts and bolts” of a small group 

(Continued on page 11) 

A second priority for many 

growing churches is they 

“develop ministries according to 

gifts, and evangelism according 

to needs.” Rode quotes Christian 

writer Christian Schwarz, who 

states that the leader’s role is “to 

help church members discover and 

recognize the gifts God has given 

them, and to find a service 

(ministry opportunity) according 

to those gifts. When believers live 

Pursuing Great 

Commission 

Evangelism  

in Your  

Congregation 

http://dialogue.adventist.org/articles/13_1_rode_ep.htm
http://dialogue.adventist.org/articles/13_1_rode_ep.htm
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ministry, e-mail me. I’ll send you  

a previous Connection column on 

this subject. 

A sixth priority for growing 

congregations is that, while 

emphasizing Bible-based traditions, 

they avoid traditionalism. This is 

such an important distinction. It’s 

imperative that faithfulness to 

Christian orthodoxy not be 

confused with a ministry style and 

structure that appears—to 

outsiders—as parochial and 

legalistic. This is especially 

significant when it comes to our 

ability to connect with people who 

have little if any church 

background. 

(Continued from page 10) A seventh initiative among 

growing churches is making 

disciples. Rode writes, “It doesn’t 

matter which method is used in 

making disciples, so long as it is 

motivated out of love and service 

to create new ministries…” As I 

have written in previous columns, 

the best overall ministry paradigm 

is the creation of new groups and 

ministries for new people.  

And now the concluding 

paragraph of Rode’s article: 

“Growing churches know that only 

God produces true growth (1 

Corinthians 3:6). Natural church 

growth will continue to be a 

supernatural work. Human 

planning and activity have their 

place, but the decisive factor will 

Characteristics of effective, growing churches  

Don Brandt is co-pastor of Our Savior 

Lutheran Church in Salem, Oregon.  

He welcomes comments at 

donb@oursaviourssalem.org. 

continue to be the mysterious and 

powerful work of the Holy Spirit. 

‘Not by might, nor by power, but 

by my Spirit, says the Lord of 

hosts.’ (Zechariah 4:6)” 
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