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Some thoughts on marriage
Recently the President of the
United States announced that his
views on gay marriage have
“evolved.” Now he believes that
“same-sex couples should be able
to get married.” Mr. Obama
claimed that his change of view
was due in part from “prodding by
friends who are gay and by
conversations with his wife and
daughters.” His announcement
came shortly after Vice-President
Biden expressed his support for
same-sex unions in a television
interview.
Polls and media report
increasing support for same-sex
marriage across society, especially
among the under thirty-somethings,
and even among Republicans.
“Republican voters, unlike
most of the politicans vying for
their support, largely support
gay rights,” wrote Log Cabin
Republican David Lampo in a
May 4th opinion article for the
Washington Post entitled, “Stop
pandering, Romney: The religious
right may be anti-gay but GOP
voters aren’t.”
Other branches of government are
also “evolving.” At the end of May,
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
First Circuit ruled that part of the

Defense of Marriage Act
that denies benefits to same-sex
couples is unconstitutional. This
case will move to the Supreme
Court. This spring, at the state
legislative level (California), a bill
was introduced that would prohibit
mental health providers from
engaging in sexual orientation
change efforts with patients
under 18.
Yes, America is “evolving”
on this issue and Orthodox
Christians would be wise to learn
from these events. While news and
entertainment outlets present gay
marriage in a favorable light, they
also portray those who oppose
same-sex marriage as nasties.
“Bigoted” is the word my local
newspaper used to describe us.
But we can’t blame the media.
We have failed to make our case
for marriage, especially to the
young. And while we seek to
advocate biblical teachings about
marriage in the public square, we
ought to realize that our personal
example in speech and action often
contradicts our arguments.
There are some people who
may be in agreement with Lutheran
CORE on opposition to same-sex
marriage but are extremist and

don’t help our cause by their
example. According to a recent
Facebook discussion, “Rush
Limbaugh says gay marriage
destroys families. His first, second,
third, and fourth wives were not
available for comment.” Ouch!
Nor is our case helped by
preachers who advocated placing
an electric fence around all the
world’s gays and lesbians or the
one who told parents to hit their
effeminate boys to make them
straight.
No, the confessing Church
needs to make a case for marriage
as more than the definition proposed by those in favor of
same-sex marriage.
Many years ago, before the
gay marriage issue came to the
forefront, I enjoyed a lunch
conversation with Jim Burtness,
a now-sainted theologian who
was solidly orthodox. He noted
that if heterosexuals are permitted
to do anything we want, it violates
social justice to deny homosexuals
(the language we used then) the
same freedom.
We need to make the case for
the reasons marriage as a life-long
union of a man and a woman is
(Continued on page 2)
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Some thoughts on marriage
(Continued from page 1)
important, and why the sexual
relationship is to be understood
not simply as entertainment but as
creating and exemplifying a sacred
oneness that in some way bears
the image of the Triune God’s
Oneness. (Check out Genesis 1;
the “image of God” is the male
and female, not the male alone).

We must be careful not to
give credence to the
portrayal of us as nasty and
bigoted fanatics. No matter
what government eventually
decides, we Christians can
live as the Bible teaches us.
Our example may be a more
effective argument than all
the words we speak.
One of the great lies of our
day is that marriage is a 50-50
proposition. Love never says, “I've
given my share; now it's up to you
to match it.” Christian marriage is
not about getting but about giving.
It is the “mutual submission” of
Ephesians 5 (where the radical
feminists fail to note that the
onus is on the man to treat his wife
with sacrificial love). Sex is not
giving expression to my urges or
enjoying my body while hoping
my partner enjoys theirs. It is

about giving myself totally to
another person, in a relationship
that in a profound way models the
eternal self-giving love of God.
We have no case against gay
marriage if our own attitudes and
actions are self-centered and if we
only use another person for our own
pleasure. We have no case if we
walk away from solemn vows
before God and Christ’s Body
because we think we have found
somebody else who will make us
happier. We have no case if as
older adults we engage in sexual
relationships apart from marriage,
for financial or companionship
reasons.
There is something almost
sacramental about God’s good gift
of sexuality. The oneness of a man
and a woman sharing their lives
completely, including their bodies,
is caught in Adam’s joyful cry (with
many sexual overtones), “This at
last is bone of my bones and flesh
of my flesh!”
As our Lord notes (Matt. 19:46), God created us male and female
so we can enjoy this level of
oneness. And those who by choice
or chance are single also have a
special vocation in which they
can honor God’s good gift. Jesus,
Paul, and Jeremiah served God in
singleness, as have countless others,
and our Lord speaks of singleness
as a gift. In Heaven, our Lord tells
us, there will be no marriage and

giving in marriage, because our
oneness will be perfected. (Matt.
22:30)
Here on earth, let us strive to
uphold God’s gift of marriage first
of all by our own chastity, which
means faithfulness in marriage and
abstention in singleness. Yes, even
we seniors who still influence the
young need to watch our behavior!
And in these divisive debates,
we must be careful not to give
credence to the portrayal of us as
nasty and bigoted fanatics. No
matter what government eventually
decides, we Christians can live as
the Bible teaches us. Our example
may be a more effective argument
than all the words we speak.

The Rev. W. Stevens Shipman

Pastor Steve Shipman, director of
Lutheran CORE, can be reached
at sshipman@lutherancore.org.
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I AM Worship Planning Tool: A worship resource from Reclaim
By Gracia Grindal, Professor of
Rhetoric, Luther Seminary

Over the years we Lutherans
have indulged in our favorite indoor
sport of theological debate about
things centered in the Lutheran
Confessions, many of which we
apply to the way we worship. Since
the coming of the Service Book
and Hymnal (SBH) in 1958, the
consensus about what should be in a
Lutheran service has broken up into
several theological streams caused
by the liturgical revival, the
ecumenical movement, and
contemporary worship, all of which
were prompted by Vatican II.
Each stream has developed its
own understanding of what is
necessary for confessionally sound
Lutheran worship. While each
possesses integrity within the bounds
of its understanding of the Lutheran
Confessions, none is large enough to
fund an institution that can provide
materials consistent with its
theological commitments.
I recognized this early on when
WordAlone and then ReClaim began
to plan a new hymnal. Our little
niche of Lutherans included the
traditionalists who valued the SBH
and three hundred or so Protestant
hymns that make up the “American”
hymnal, and others who valued
contemporary worship as much for
its musical style as its words.

Just putting together a hymnal,
a collection of hymns, was a
daunting undertaking because I
could see that what was acceptable
to one theological stream would
be anathema to another. Because
the battle was about music, not
texts or the substance of worship,
the hymnal project did not
produce much clarity about the
theology of worship.

styles and worship menus that would
be consistent with their traditions
and practices.

When the ReClaim project
finished its revisions to the
Common Service from 1888,
Screenshot of I Am Worship Planning Tool
along with other services that
needed revision—baptism,
marriage, funeral, morning and
With such a tool, ReClaim
evening services—and began to
would be able to help the thousands
compile a collection of hymns, it
of congregations whose pastors,
became obvious that our theological
worship teams, and secretaries
purity was limiting our market.
have had to put together bulletins
using resources that tended to be
As we spoke with those who had
thoroughly revisionist.
a sense for what was coming in the
future technologically, we began to
The tool will have several portals
imagine a tool for the production of
for every tradition and theological
everything from a weekly bulletin,
stream. Some looking for ReClaim
either printable or digitalized enough
materials will be able to access
to be projected on a screen, to a
worship services and an online
complete hymnal.
hymnal, to which they can add
hymns and songs. They will also be
To that end we engaged the firm
able to print a hard copy hymnal for
DNT BLNK, led by Eric Berg, to
general congregational use.
design a worship tool, which we are
calling, “I Am Worship Planning
Those wanting to add a
Tool,” that could be used by many
Eucharistic prayer will be able to
groups of people, from Pentecostals
do so along with selecting from
to Catholics. Worship teams at the
a variety of Confession and
congregational level would simply
Absolution options. Those wanting a
be able to select from a variety of
(Continued on page 4)
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I AM Worship Planning Tool: A worship resource from Reclaim
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Planning Desk screenshot

contemporary service projected
on a screen with only basic
elements, like the Apostles’ Creed
or the Lord’s Prayer, will be able
to use the tool for that. This
is a tool that will help each
congregation or church body
prepare what it deems appropriate to its theological bent.

theological debates to partner with us
in the development of I AM Worship
Planning Tool. To that
end we have created a
corporation, Triune
Publishing, to manage
the tool productively
rather than rehashing
old liturgical
arguments. A website
is being developed
that is currently
being tested in
select congregations.
A launch is planned
for August. As more
funds become
available, we will be
able to expand the content to reach
an even wider worship audience.

accessible tool to help bring the
Gospel to those who have not yet
heard. And, second, to realize that
our past disagreements on various
and sundry theological issues, while
important and fundamental, may
have hindered us from at least
pooling our resources to bring the
Word to a world that is dying to hear
that Word.

It would be wonderful if all of us
disgruntled and dispersed Lutherans
could agree on two things. The first
is the necessity of having such an

If you are interested in supporting
the development of I AM Worship
Planning Tool, contact Dan Baker at
Triune Publishing at:
danbaker@iamtriune.com
(507) 402-0226
For more general questions:
info@IAmWorshipPlanningTool.com

Behind the I AM Worship
Planning Tool will be a
continually expandable content
database of worship elements
(hymns, services, prayers, etc.).
If a tradition finds something
missing from the database,
ReClaim can help make it
available. The database can
grow to be as large as our
customers want.
We invite all Lutherans with
whom we may have had

Sample Service Builder screenshot

For ReClaim:
dan@reclaimresources.org
info@reclaimresources.org
www.reclaimresources.org
(800) 590-6001(customer service)
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Convocation, Theological Conference
to feature engaging speakers
Attendees of the August 14,
2012, Lutheran Convocation will
hear keynote presentations from
noted pastors and theologians: the
Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, director
of missions for Lutheran CORE and
Assistant to the Bishop for Missions
(NALC), and Dr. Robert Benne,
retired director of the Robert D.
Benne Center for the Study of
Religion and Society at Roanoke
College. The convocation sermon
will be presented by the Rev.
Kip Tyler, senior pastor of
Lutheran Church of the Master
in Omaha, Neb., and chair of the
Lutheran Congregations in Mission
for Christ Board of Trustees.
The event, “God’s Future for
Us,” will examine ways Lutheran
CORE can look ahead to serve
Christ. The Lutheran CORE
Convocation, the Theological
Conference and the NALC
Convocation will all be held at
Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden
Valley, Minn. Registration can be
completed
online.
The Rev. Dr.
Gemechis
Buba will give
the morning
keynote
presentation on August 14. Dr.
Buba serves as the director of
missions for Lutheran CORE and
the North American Lutheran
Church. Ordained in 2001 by the

ELCA, Dr. Buba worked as the
director of African National
Ministries, vice-president of the
Southeastern Black Lutheran
Pastors’ Conference, assistant to the
bishop of the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Synod and as
president of the world-wide Union
of Oromo Evangelical Churches,
Inc. He also served as pastor of St.
Stephen Evangelical Lutheran
Church and the African/Oromo
Lutheran Church in Atlanta, GA.
Known for his lively preaching
style, he was featured on the Day 1
Protestant Hour program and was a
featured preacher for the 2009
Lutheran Reformation Service held
at the National Cathedral. He
continues to be active in
international revivals, leadership
development conventions, and
missions conferences. Dr. Buba
lives in Columbus Ohio, with his
wife Nassisse
Baro Tumsa
and their son.
Dr. Robert
Benne will
present the
afternoon
keynote
address on August 14. He was the
Jordan-Trexler Professor of
Religion and chair of the religion
and philosophy department for 18
years at Roanoke College, where he
founded and directed the Center for
Religion and Society. Prior to 1982,
he taught at the Lutheran School of

Theology in Chicago for seventeen
years. The Center, which Dr. Benne
founded in1982, sponsors speakers
and programs to bring Christian
religious and moral perspectives,
especially in their Lutheran
construal, to contemporary
challenges. It was renamed the
Robert D. Benne Center for
Religion and Society in his honor
this year. A leading figure in
Lutheran ethics and social thought,
Dr. Benne is the author of 200
articles and ten books, including:
The Ethic of Democratic
Capitalism: A Moral Reassessment;
Ordinary Saints: An Introduction to
the Christian Life; The Paradoxical
Vision: A Public Theology for the
Twenty-first Century; Reasonable
Ethics - A Christian Approach to
Society, Economics, and Politics. In
January of 2009 a Festschrift
(celebratory volume) in honor of
Benne's 70th birthday was
published by Eerdmans. Entitled A
Report from the Front Lines Conversations on Public Theology,
it was edited by Michael Shahan. It
includes contributions by thirteen
distinguished scholars who engage
the themes that have interested
Benne for many
years.
The Rev. Kip
Tyler will give
the convocation
sermon on
Jeremiah 29:11-

(Continued on page 6)
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Convocation, Theological Conference
to feature engaging speakers
(Continued from page 5)
14 entitled, “Back to the Future.”
Kip Tyler is Senior Pastor of
Lutheran Church of the Master in
Omaha, which is a charter member
of LCMC. Raised in Creighton,
Nebraska, he was active in the
WordAlone Network on a local
level. He serves as chair of the
LCMC Board of Trustees and on
the Institute of Lutheran Theology
Board of Directors. He recently
spoke at a conference in Ethiopia
where he enjoyed getting to know
representatives of the NALC and
the Mekane Yesus Ethiopians.
Pr. Tyler has a passion for
discipleship and servantleadership development. An
amateur archeologist, Pr. Tyler
has a special interest in the Tall
el-Hammam excavation in Jordan.
The Theological Conference on
August 15-16 will bring together
nine ecumenical scholars to reflect
on “Preaching and Teaching the
Law and Gospel of God.” The
featured
speakers
include:
The Rev. Dr.
Carl E.
Braaten,
a leading
theologian and
teacher in the Lutheran church for
the past 50 years, will give the
keynote lecture on August 15 on the

topic, “Law and Gospel: The
Hallmark of Classical
Lutheranism.”
Dr. Braaten has authored 240
theological papers and 20 books
and edited 30 books. He is most
known for Principles of Lutheran
Theology, Mother Church:
Ecclesiology and Ecumenism, and
In One Body Through the Cross:
The Princeton Proposal for
Christian Unity. His Christian
Dogmatics, co-edited with Dr.
Robert Jenson, has been a standard
text book in Lutheran seminaries
for the past 35 years. An influential
figure in developing and restoring
the catholic roots of Lutheranism at
the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago, Dr. Braaten, with Dr.
Jenson, founded the Center for
Catholic and Evangelical Theology.
At Harvard University, he studied
under Paul Tillich. Dr. Braaten was
ordained by the Evangelical
Lutheran
Church in
1958.
The Rev.
Dr. Paul
Hinlicky,
Tise
Professor of
Lutheran Studies at Roanoke
College, will deliver a lecture
entitled, “Law, Gospel, and the
Beloved Community” on August
15. He came to Roanoke College

after six years of service in postcommunist Slovakia as a
missionary professor of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, of which he is an
ordained minister. His background
is in classical theology and modern
continental philosophy. Committed
to the tradition of Lutheran
confessional theology, he is
interested in developing an
ecumenically-oriented Christian
systematic theology and ethics. His
work seeks to meet varied
contemporary challenges,
preeminently the scientific view of
the history of the cosmos, the
dangers of cultural nihilism, and the
disunity of the churches. His books
include Luther and the Beloved
Community: A Path for Christian
Theology after Christendom, The
Substance of Faith: Luther’s
Doctrinal Theology for Today,
Preaching God’s Word According
to Luther’s Doctrine in America
Today, and Divine Complexity: The
Rise of Creedal
Christianity.
Dr. Michael S.
Horton will
represent the
Reformed view of
the Law and
Gospel debate in a
panel discussion August 15. The J.
Gresham Machen Professor of

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)
Systematic Theology and
Apologetics at Westminster
Theological Seminary, Dr. Horton
has taught apologetics and
theology at Westminster since
1998. Host of the White Horse Inn
nationally syndicated broadcast and
editor-in-chief of Modern
Reformation magazine, he has
written many books, including The
Christian Faith: A Systematic
Theology for Pilgrims on the Way.
He was formerly the president of
Christians United for Reformation
(CURE), which later merged to
become the Alliance of Confessing
Evangelicals (ACE). From 2001 to
2004 Horton served as the
president of ACE, but is now no
longer affiliated with the
organization. Both Modern
Reformation magazine and The
White Horse Inn radio broadcast
are now entities under the umbrella
of White Horse Media located at
Westminster
Seminary
California.
The Rev. Dr.
Piotyr Malysz
will lecture in
the evening of
August 15 on
“The Third Use of the Law:
Freedom and Obedience in
Christian Life.” Dr. Malysz teaches
systematic theology and the history

of Christian thought at the Divinity
School of Samford University in
Birmingham, Alabama. Prior to
joining the Samford faculty, he
was a Lilly Fellow and Lecturer in
Theology and Humanities at
Valparaiso University in
Valparaiso, Indiana. His
professional interests lie in
systematic theology, Reformation
studies, continental philosophy,
social theory, and, more generally,
European intellectual history from
early modernity onwards. He is the
author of several articles, including
“Polish Lutherans Facing their
Communist Past” in Lutheran
Forum, and “Beyond Mere
Negations: Luther and Dionysius”
in Rethinking Dionysius the
Areopagite. His first book —
Trinity, Freedom and Love: An
Engagement with the Theology of
Eberhard Jüngel—is forthcoming
from T&T Clark
this year.
The Rev. Dr.
Steven D.
Paulson,
professor of
systematic
theology at
Luther Seminary, will represent
the Lutheran view of the Law and
Gospel debate in a panel
discussion on August 15. Ordained
in the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America in 1990,
Paulson has served as a parish

pastor, a psychiatric counselor,
and a research librarian. He serves
on the editorial boards of Word and
World, the Lutheran Quarterly and
Dialog and has written articles in
both journals. He is the author of
Luther for Armchair Theologians
and editor of A More Radical
Gospel, The Captivation of the Will,
and The Preached God, all written
by Gerhard Forde.
The Rev. Dr.
Amy Schifrin,
STS, will speak on
“Applying the
Law/Gospel
Distinction in
Preaching and
Worship” with the Rev. Dr. J. Larry
Yoder on August 16. She currently
serves as pastor at Mission in Christ
and Faith Lutheran Churches
(NALC) in Strawberry Point and
Monona, Iowa. Dr. Schifrin has
served as a campus pastor, a
seminary pastor, and Dean of the
Pacific Lutheran Theological
Seminary Chapel, and she has been
a frequent guest at Lenoir-Rhyne
University, lecturing in their
Luther/Aquinas series. She is the
author of Give Us Lips to Sing Thy
Glory: The Performative Exegesis
of the Word through Preaching and
Hymnody as well as numerous
articles in Currents, Word and
World, Dialog, The Lutheran,
Lutheran Forum, Sacramental Life

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)
and Worship. She is also a composer of hymns and liturgical music.
Dr. Stephen Westerholm will
give a lecture
entitled, “Did
Luther Get Paul
Right on the
Doctrine of
Justification?” He
is an associate
professor in the Department of
Religious Studies at McMaster
University in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada. His research has focused
primarily on the synoptic gospels
(including issues surrounding the
“historical Jesus”) and the Pauline
literature of the New Testament, as
well as the Septuagint. One topic he
has explored in a variety of contexts
is the understanding and role of
Torah in Second Temple Judaism,
in various early Christian writings,
and in modern scholarship devoted
to the period. He is currently
rewriting and updating his
monograph, Israel's Law and the
Church's Faith: Paul and His
Recent Interpreters.
The Rev. Dr. Jared Wicks,
S.J., will give
the Catholic
view of the
Law and Gospel
debate as part
of a panel
discussion shared
with Drs.

Michael Horton and Steven
Paulson. A member of the ChicagoDetroit Province of the Jesuit order,
Fr. Wicks wrote his doctoral
dissertation on Luther and taught at
Jesuit School of Theology in
Chicago, 1967-79. He moved to the
Gregorian University for teaching
from 1979 to 2004, which included
work as dean of the Theology
Faculty, 1991-97. He served on the
world-level Catholic–Lutheran
dialogues on church and
justification and on the church’s
apostolicity. Upon moving to John
Carroll University in 2004, he
joined the US Catholic–Lutheran
dialogue that produced the
consensus document, The Hope of
Eternal Life, completed in 2011.
This past May, he took part in the
second meeting of Round XII of
that dialogue, which is now treating
the “teaching ministries” of the
churches. Late in 2011, Fr. Wicks
moved back to his home town of
Columbus, Ohio, to become scholar
-in-residence at the Josephinum
Seminary, where his research and
publications are concentrated on
theological themes of the Second
Vatican Council.
The Rev. Dr. J.
Larry Yoder
will present,
along with Dr.
Amy Schifrin, a
presentation on
“Applying the
Law/Gospel

Distinction in Preaching and
Worship.” Dr. Yoder is Professor
of Religion at Lenoir-Rhyne
University and pastor of Grace
Lutheran Church in Newton, North
Carolina. The founding director of
the Center for Theology at LenoirRhyne, Yoder is a member of the
Society of the Holy Trinity. His
research interests include
Lutheranism in America, the
interface of religion and culture,
contemporary ethics, contemporary
theology, and Lutheran theology.
He is working on compiling for
publication 25 years of
presentations from the annual
Aquinas/Luther Conference
sponsored by the Center for
Religion. Dr. Yoder is the author of
an article on Natural Law in
Natural Law: A Lutheran
Reappraisal, forthcoming from
Concordia Publishing House.
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Upcoming events
June 23

York, Pennsylvania

LCMC Regional Gathering featuring Mark Vander Tuig, LCMC
Service Coordinator, at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 250 Trinity Rd.,
York, PA 17408. Scheduled 10 am to 3:30 pm; lunch and snacks
provided. Cost is $5. Clergy, lay persons and visitors welcome.
For registration brochure, click here.

July 5-8

Franklin (Nashville),
Tennessee

IMPACT! National Youth Event sponsored by Youth Encounter at
the Franklin Marriott Cool Springs; 700 Cool Springs Blvd. ·
Franklin, Tennessee 37067 (map)

Golden Valley
(Minneapolis), Minnesota

Lutheran CORE Convocation, Lutheran CORE Theological
Conference and NALC Convocation at Calvary Lutheran Church,
7520 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN. Information and
online registration available on the Lutheran CORE website.

August 14-17

September 14-15

Pontiac, Illinois

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A
Discipleship and Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr.
Gemechis Buba. Contact Pastors Dieter and Heidi Punt, First
Lutheran Church, at 815-844-3695.

Connect with ClergyConnect!
Are you a pastor looking for a
confessing church?
Are you a member of a
congregation looking for a
confessing pastor?
Find listings of pastoral vacancies or post your congregation's
search at www.lutherancore.org
and select the blue button labeled
“ClergyConnect” to find vacancy

listings arranged alphabetically
by state. Vacancies are posted
for six months unless we are
otherwise notified.
Congregational search
committees are asked to
submit church name, location,
description of the position and
the congregation, and contact
information. Vacancies can be
emailed to info@lutherancore.org.

ClergyConnect was begun by
the WordAlone Network and
developed for their website by
Jerry Youngquist in 2002. As
WordAlone has sharpened its focus
in ministry on the development of
Sola Publishing, ClergyConnect is
now being passed to Lutheran
CORE, to continue this important
ministry by which confessing
Lutherans are able to support
one another.
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Your ministry to Boomers
By Rev. Don Brandt
Perhaps you’ve heard the one
about the two elderly couples who
were visiting over coffee:
One husband asked the other,
“John, I understand you’ve been to
a memory clinic. How did that go?”
John responded enthusiastically,
“It was fantastic! I learned all the
latest memory techniques, including
visualization and association.”
“Sounds great. What was the
name of that clinic?”
John thought and thought, but
couldn’t think of the clinic’s name.
Finally he asked his friend, “Tell
me, what is the name of that
flower…usually one flower on the
end of a stem with thorns?”
His friend responded, “You
mean a rose?”
“That’s it!” John then turned to
his wife. “Rose, what was the name
of that clinic?”
To be honest, I don’t enjoy jokes
about aging as much as I did when I
was younger. When it comes to my
generation, let’s face it: We’re not
babies anymore. I’m referring to the
over 75 million Baby Boomers out
there, born from 1946 to 1964.
Granted, it’s never been easier
growing older given the
developments in modern medicine.
But as a member of the famous

(or infamous) Baby Boomer
generation, this aging has been
tough! After all, Boomers prided
themselves on being the original
youth-oriented generation. A not
uncommon saying, back in the late
1960s and early 70s, was “Never
trust anyone over 30.” And here
we are, long past 30 and, in many
cases, still in denial when it comes
to our age and mortality.

Pursuing Great
Commission
Evangelism
in Your
Congregation
But enough about me. In this
month’s column I’d like to explore
the ministry opportunities for
congregations seeking to reach
this particular generation. (And
don’t delay…time is limited!)
Here are some ideas for your
congregation to consider.
1. First, the really good news:
Even with the recent economic
downturn, a tremendous number
of Boomers are currently retired,
healthy, and financially solvent.

This means that many congregations have the opportunity to
utilize the talents and energy of
retired Boomers as potential
volunteers. Don’t waste time; they
won’t be healthy forever. However, for now there are millions of
active, healthy Boomers ready to
make a difference in their
communities. Congregations
would be wise to tap into their
altruism and recruit them for
events such as Habitat for
Humanity work days, or ministries
for the homeless. Many Boomers
have, since their youth, prided
themselves on being socially
aware and committed to
addressing community needs. Tap
into that. And don’t just provide
these volunteer opportunities for
your Boomer members; invite your
members to recruit their
unchurched Boomer friends to join
them. Also consider the appeal of
short-term mission trip
opportunities.
2. Many Boomers are obsessed
with their health. They are
desperate to stay active and be
intellectually engaged. Partly
because of watching their parents
age and struggle with their health
and memory, Boomers are looking
for ways to slow down the aging
process. Congregations would be
wise to offer classes and activities
for active, motivated Boomers.
(Continued on page 11)
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Your ministry to Boomers
(Continued from page 10)
(Caution: Don’t use the word
“senior” to describe these
opportunities. It’s that matter of
being in denial about their age
again.) Consider exercise classes/
outings or sports activities for
those “over forty.”
3. Boomers are often looking for
a community or group of peers to
which they can belong. Many
unchurched, active Boomers are
interested in groups and activities
involving other Boomers. Peer
relationships, of course, are
important to every generation. But
remember that Boomers are a more
homogenous generation than most,
so they are especially motivated to
connect with their generational
peers. Also, many Boomers have
entered their retirement years very
much alone. Over the last twenty
years the divorce rate among
Boomers has increased by more
than 50%! (And this has happened
as the overall U.S. divorce rate has
actually stabilized.) Imagine how
important meaningful peer
relationships must be for some of
those entering retirement without a
“significant other” in their lives.
You might want to recruit a few of
your Boomer members to lead and
launch a new small group for those
of their generation; e.g., an “active
retired” group. This group could
organize for regular Bible and/or

topical studies, and occasional
outings.

help addressing issues like aging
and mortality.

4. Many Boomers are caring for
a parent. As of 2009, 19% of the
overall U.S. population was
involved in caring for an older
adult. And in only 10% of cases
does a son handle the care.
Typically it’s a daughter, granddaughter, or niece who takes on
this responsibility. This means that
some congregations have an
opportunity to organize respite
care for caregivers. In some cases
this could mean providing
volunteer respite care for caregivers. In other cases the congregation could help with finding
quality, trustworthy employees to
assist caregivers. Finally, consider
offering a support group for
caregivers.

One more thing: This generation experienced, back in the
1970s, the “Jesus Movement.”
Millions of Boomers in that decade
“came to Christ” through
evangelical and mainline youth
groups and campus ministries. And
many of these young Christians
later left “organized Christianity”
once they began focusing on their
careers. My guess is that a good
number of them are ready to now
return to the faith of their youth
and reconnect with the Body of
Christ.

In early retirement, every
generation includes those who are
searching for a new purpose in life.
Boomers are certainly no
exception. Demographically, this
surge in Baby Boom retirements
provides an unprecedented
opportunity for evangelism and
ministry. The Baby Boom
generation is by far the largest in
American history to ever reach
retirement. Most of them still want
to make a difference. They want
their unique gifts and abilities to be
valued, recognized and utilized.
And this once youth-obsessed
generation could also use some

Pastor Don Brandt of Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church in Salem, Ore.,
welcomes comments at
donb@oursaviorssalem.org
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