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Lutheran CORE: Unity in essentials
“How very good and pleasant it
is when kindred live together in
unity!” Several of us were moved
to quote Psalm 133 (often in more
familiar translations) at the recent
Rocky Mountain Theological
Conference in Canada.
At least six different Lutheran
denominations or associations were
represented at the event, and
leaders from several spoke to us.
Yet the overwhelming impression
was unity and shared faith,
although we disagree over many
important matters. The organizers
at the last minute even decided to
replace the closing Communion
service with Morning Prayer in
order to honor the disciplines of
some of the groups represented.
The difference between that
event and so many church meetings
I have experienced is that because
we agreed on what is essential, we
could enjoy fellowship in Christ
with one another while respecting
our disagreements on other matters.
It is not that our disagreements are
trivial or can easily be overlooked.
But we will only be able to discuss
them constructively as we
recognize the oneness God has
given us.

Lutheran CORE identifies the
essential truths that unite us in the
Common Confession and in the
four emphases of “Christ-centered,
mission-driven, traditionallygrounded, and congregationallyfocused.” Our goal is not to create
a monolithic organization but to
“mobilize confessing Lutherans for
evangelical renewal.” The event in
Canada offers a marvelous model
of how to accomplish this.
The great century of church
mergers ended in abject failure,
with the major denominations
largely hijacked by activists intent
on other agendas than the Great
Commission our Lord gave us. The
implosion of the denominations
(which, while calling themselves
mainline, represent only about 15%
of the population of the United
States and Canada) may be God’s
opportunity to renew congregations
in His Spirit and call people to
discipleship, not just church
membership.
Participants have noted the
wonderful, positive spirit at our
Lutheran CORE convocations and
regional gatherings. Most of us
have moved beyond anger at the
directions our denominations have
taken and instead are focusing on

Lutheran CORE
identifies the essential
truths that unite us in the
Common Confession and
in the four emphases of
“Christ-centered,
mission-driven,
traditionally-grounded,
and congregationallyfocused.”
the future. We are discovering
fellowship and spiritual support
across the denominational
boundaries that once divided us.
I am excited that this August we
will be moving our convocation to
the Twin Cities area, giving people
in the upper Midwest a more
convenient way to experience
God’s Spirit at work in our midst.
Our key speakers — Gemechis
Buba, Robert Benne, and Kip
Tyler — come from three different
parts of our Lutheran family in
North America, and together they
will uplift and inspire us. And we
(Continued on page 2)
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Lutheran CORE: Unity in essentials
(Continued from page 1)
promise to sing together many
familiar hymns that will unite our
voices as well as our hearts.
I encourage those who could
drive to our past convocations to
consider carpooling, van pooling,
or even chartering buses or
seeking group airline fares to
come to Golden Valley. It will be
worth your investment. Local
renewal groups may want to
organize some of these.

God is at work among Lutherans
in North America. I experience His
Spirit at work as I travel to many
places. I urge all of you to make
every effort to join us at Calvary
Lutheran Church in Golden Valley,
Minnesota, in August. You will be
blessed by the unity we share in
Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen
Lord.

The Rev. W. Stevens
Shipman

Pastor Steve Shipman, director of
Lutheran CORE, can be reached
at sshipman@lutherancore.org.

Lutheran CORE Convocation
“God’s Future for Us”

August 14
Hosted by

Calvary
Lutheran Church
Golden Valley,
Minnesota

Lutheran CORE Theological Conference
“Preaching and Teaching the
Law and Gospel of God”

August 15-16
Speakers:
Carl Braaten
Paul Hinlicky
Michael Horton
Piotr Malysz
Steven Paulson
Amy Schifrin
Stephen Westerholm
Jared Wicks
J. Larry Yoder

North American Lutheran Church
Convocation

August 16-17
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MissionConnect: Two worthy missions...
Iglesia Luterana San Pedro – Miami, FL
Dr. Gemechis Buba, Lutheran CORE and NALC missions director, likes to remind congregations of the challenge Lutheran CORE
and the NALC make to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner. MissionConnect, a new
column in Lutheran CORE Connection, will seek to introduce worthy mission partners to member congregations. This month’s
column focuses on a Hispanic mission in Miami, Fla. and an Oromo Ethiopian mission in Minneapolis, Minn. For other worthy
mission ministries to support, see Lutheran CORE’s website under “Mission Connect.”

Iglesia Luterana San Pedro
traces its history to the 1930s when
it was out in the country. Because
of rapid growth in population, the
same location is now in the inner
city of Miami. In 1958, two
congregations came together – St.
Paul Lutheran and Holy Trinity
Lutheran – to form St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church. They built a
large facility and continued
working in the area.
Beginning in 1959, there was a
huge immigration of Cuban people
to South Florida. The surrounding
community soon became almost
100% Hispanic, so the congregation began a Spanish-speaking
ministry. In 1991, after many of
the Anglo members had moved out
of the area, the English-speaking
group left San Pedro, leaving the
building to the Hispanics.
In 2008, after the pastor retired,
Eddy Perez came to serve as a parttime interim, and then in May of
2009 was installed as pastor. At the
time of his coming the synod was
thinking of selling the property,
because only ten to fifteen people

were attending worship services in
a building that seats 900. But the
members did not want to close.
After coming to Iglesia San
Pedro, one of the first things that
Pastor Eddy Perez did was to make
changes in the worship service. He

...the synod was thinking of
selling the property, because
only ten to fifteen people were
attending worship services in a
building that seats 900.
But...In the last two years the
attendance has tripled.
knew that a heavily liturgical
service would not appeal to
Spanish-speaking people, so he
simplified the service and made it
more contemporary in style. He
started a system of small groups
and began training leaders to make
disciples. He based his strategy
upon 2 Timothy 2: 2, where Paul
tells Timothy, “What you have
heard from me in front of many
witnesses, encourage men and
women to do the same.” He began

instructing leaders with the aim
that they would then be able to lead
small groups and train other
leaders. In the last two years the
attendance has tripled.
Pastor Eddy Perez is a native of
Cuba, where he studied theology
and earned a doctor of medicine
degree. Planting two churches in
central Cuba, he faced strong
opposition from the Cuban government. In 2000, the harassment
became so intense that he had to
flee Cuba and come to the United
States. His family joined him in
Miami about one year later.
In June 2009, he led many of
the Hispanic pastors in Florida to
write a public letter to the voting
members of the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly, asking
them to cast their votes based on
faithfulness to the Scriptures. After
the vote, he led most of the
Hispanic pastors of the FloridaBahamas Synod to write a public
repudiation of the new ministry
policies and social statement.
(Continued on page 4)
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MissionConnect: Iglesia Luterana San Pedro – Miami, FL
(Continued from page 3)
Pastor Perez addressed the Lutheran
CORE Convocation in Fishers,
Indiana, in 2009, and was elected to
the Lutheran CORE Steering
Committee in 2010. He also serves
as dean for the Caribbean and
Hispanic Ministries of the NALC.
A real crisis came in August
2009, when the ELCA Churchwide
Assembly voted to approve
ordaining persons in same gender
relationships. The congregation was
100% against the ELCA’s actions,
so San Pedro passed a resolution
declaring themselves to be out of
communion with the faction of the
ELCA that was not following the
Scriptures. The following year
Iglesia San Pedro became one of the
founding congregations of the North
American Lutheran Church
(NALC).
Iglesia Luterana San Pedro seeks
to be faithful to God in a low
income community. Due to the
influence of the ELCA FloridaBahamas Synod, the congregation
recently lost one of their two
tenants. This loss led to a financial
deficit for the church. The
congregation is trusting God to
provide a new tenant and to bless
them as they are faithful to him.
Please remember Pastor Eddy
Perez and Iglesia Luterana San
Pedro in your prayers and consider
becoming ministry partners with

Congregational dinner at Iglesia Luterana San Pedro, Miami, Florida.

them. Pastor Eddy Perez can be
contacted at:
Iglesia Luterana San Pedro
3360 W. Flagler Street
Miami, Florida 33135
305-445-0626
pastoreddyperez@yahoo.com
San Pedro Youth at church dinner.

San Pedro next generation.

Pastor and Mrs. Eddy Perez .
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MissionConnect: Oromo Lutheran mission congregations
By Rev. Dennis Nelson
By clicking on the
“MissionConnect” tab on the
Lutheran CORE website
homepage, you will find a listing
of Lutheran CORE-related ethnic
ministries in the United States,
including both Hispanic and
Oromo congregations. The largest
ethnic group in Ethiopia, the
Oromo were first introduced to
Evangelical Christianity by
German and Swedish missionaries
who came to Ethiopia around the
end of the nineteenth century. So
when Oromo immigrants left their
country and settled in the West, it
was natural for them to join
Lutheran churches because of their
long historical partnership and
relationship with the Lutheran
church. There are currently fortyone Oromo congregations
throughout the United States, as
well as several in Canada,
England, Germany, Norway, and
Australia.
However, the decision made at
the 2009 ELCA Churchwide
Assembly to ordain persons in
same gender relationships has
shaken that partnership as well as
the unity within many Oromo
congregations. Some churches are
deeply divided and conflicted.
Some have left the ELCA and
some are prayerfully discerning
their future partners. Some have

joined the North American
Lutheran Church (NALC). Other
Oromo congregations still in the
ELCA live in tension and
discernment as to what they should
do and where they should go.
One of the Oromo congregations that recently left the ELCA
is Ebenezer Oromo Evangelical
Church in Minneapolis. This
congregation is led by Evangelist
Challa Baro, who is a member of
the Lutheran CORE Steering
Committee. Challa has also served
as secretary of the Union of Oromo
Evangelical Churches since the
year 2000.

Evangelist Challa Baro, Lutheran
CORE steering committee member and
leader of Ebenezer Oromo Evangelical
Church in Minneapolis, Minn.

Oromo Christians in
Minneapolis first began meeting as
a Bible study at the Augsburg

College chapel in the late 1980s.
As the number of people attending
the Bible study fellowship
continued to grow, it became
necessary to move the service from
the college chapel to Bethany
Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.
In 1995, the Oromo congregation
became an official member of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) through the
Minneapolis Area Synod.
The church continued to meet at
the facility of Bethany Lutheran
Church until 2003, when the host
congregation called a homosexual
as pastor. Facing a difficult
situation and with the help of the
synod, the Oromo congregation
was able to find another place to
meet. After the 2009 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly, many in
the Oromo congregation felt that
they needed to leave the ELCA
denomination, not just the building
where they had been meeting.
As disagreements among the
congregation continued to surface,
some key leaders wanted to stay
within the ELCA, while the
majority of active members wanted
to leave. Those who chose to stay
within the ELCA kept the building,
while those who left established a
new congregation, Ebenezer
Oromo Evangelical Church.
(Continued on page 6)

CORE CONNECTION — News from Lutheran CORE

May 2012 — Page 6

MissionConnect: Oromo Lutheran mission congregations
(Continued from page 5)
On January 29, 2012, this new
congregation began meeting at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, an LCMC
congregation near downtown
Minneapolis. Although Ebenezer
meets at an LCMC church, the
congregation remains in prayer
regarding with which church body
God wants for them to affiliate.
A mission congregation,
Ebenezer Church preaches the
Gospel in its entirety and purity,
and reaches out to welcome new
people. Their worship is vibrant
and their preaching charismatic,
and they seek to train people to do
ministry.
“This is a difficult time for
Oromo churches,” Evangelist
Challa Baro said.
“Unless we work hard in the
leadership training areas, it will be
easy for revisionist theology to
gain roots among the African
people because these theologians
use words that sound faithful but
mean something else. Such
language makes it difficult for
our laity to challenge unorthodox theology within their
denomination. So it is the call and
responsibility of the confessional
leaders to work hard to prepare the
next church leaders so that the

Ebenezer Evangelical Lutheran Church at worship.

theology of a Different Gospel,
which is not the Gospel at all,
won’t be transported to the Global
South,” Baro said.
Evangelist Baro previously was
approved for ordination by the
Minneapolis Area Synod of the
ELCA but declined to be ordained
under the ELCA bishop; he has
now been approved by both the
NALC and the LCMC. He will be
ordained in the next few months.

Please pray for Challa Baro and
the Oromo Evangelical Lutheran
Churches, and please consider
including them in your mission
support. Evangelist Baro can be
contacted at 612-998-1962.
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Lutheran CORE members elected Association for Church
Renewal leaders
At its March 12-13 meeting in
Washington, DC, the Association
for Church Renewal (ACR) elected
Rev. Mark Chavez as its president
and board chair and the Rev.
Richard Mathisen as board
secretary. Pr. Chavez, who serves
as general secretary of the North
American Lutheran Church was
previously director of Lutheran
CORE. Pr. Mathisen serves as an
intentional interim pastor in the
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod
of the ELCA and recently was a
member of the Lutheran CORE
Steering Committee.
The ACR includes leaders of
movements such as Lutheran
CORE from across the historic
mainline Protestant denominations.
Founded in 1996 and led for many
years by Rev. Jim Heidinger of the
Methodist Good News Movement,
the ACR has labored to encourage
and strengthen participating
renewal movements in the
mainline denominations. The
Pr. Mark Chavez

group offers a newsletter and its
gatherings as resources for
renewal to its member
denominations.
Pr. Chavez has been involved
with ACR for many years through
his work with the WordAlone
movement and Lutheran CORE,
and currently as a representative
of the North American Lutheran
Church.
“Ever since I’ve known Mark
Chavez, we have shared a bond of
spirit and calling for the Church of
Jesus Christ. He has the wisdom,
experience, and connections to
lead The Association for Church
Renewal in its next steps forward.
The Spirit of God is on him,”
remarked Rev. Bob Thompson,
Faithful and Welcoming Churches
president and previous ACR
Board Chair.
“It's an honor and privilege to
serve the ACR in this capacity,"
remarked the Rev. Mark Chavez.
"The ACR has proven to be a
strong support for Lutheran CORE
and other Lutheran renewal
groups. The many denominational
renewal groups in fellowship
together encourage each other as
they face common struggles.”
Secretary-elect Rev. Richard
Mathisen attends the ACR
meetings as a representative of the

Pr. Richard Mathisen

Evangelical Lutheran Confessing
Fellowship, which is a member
organization of Lutheran CORE.
“ACR is very important because
it is the only place where leaders of
mainline renewal organizations
come together regularly (twice a
year) for scripture, prayer and
discussion of the struggles they
share in common,” Mathisen said.
“ACR helps us to realize that we
are not simply fighting individual
battles within one denomination,
but are part of a larger theological
and cultural struggle within the
North American church
community,” he said.
“I love Dick Mathisen’s
commitment to stay in the ELCA,”
commented Rev. Thompson on
Mathisen’s election. “Although
ACR also includes those who have
felt compelled to separate from
their former denominations, the
Lord has called me to stay in the
(Continued on page 8)
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Lutheran CORE members elected Association for Church
Renewal leaders
(Continued from page 7)
United Church of Christ. It’s hardly
an easy place at times, but who said
calling should be comfortable? It’s
encouraging to network with others
who share this vocation.”

“The ACR has proven to be a
strong support for Lutheran
CORE and other Lutheran
renewal groups. The many
denominational renewal
groups in fellowship together
encourage each other as they
face common struggles.”
A dynamic keynote presentation
was given by noted Christian
apologist and author Alex
MacFarland on the church’s need
for an ability to articulate the faith
to an increasingly skeptical and
unbelieving world. A former
president of Southern Evangelical
Seminary, MacFarland has been
interviewed by numerous national
and international media outlets,
including, NPR’s All Things
Considered, the Associated Press,
the BBC, CBS, NBC, as well
Christianity Today, Christian
Broadcasting Network, and CNN.
He has debated such well-known
skeptics such as Michael Shermer
and the late Christopher Hitchens.

Other Lutheran participants in
the meeting included Bp. John
Bradosky of the North American
Lutheran Church and Pr. Steve
Shipman, director of Lutheran
CORE.
The ACR approved a constituency policy, which clarifies that
“any individual working to achieve
the revitalization of a historic
mainline denomination and/or
foster the planting, growth and
vitality of a denomination that
is a Biblically orthodox offshoot of such, is welcome to
participate in ACR.”

Dr. Alex McFarland

“It’s hardly an
easy place at
times, but who
said calling
should be
comfortable? It’s
encouraging to
network with
others who share
this vocation.”
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Upcoming events
July 5-8

August 14-17

September 14-15

Franklin (Nashville),
Tennessee

IMPACT! National Youth Event sponsored by Youth Encounter at
the Franklin Marriott Cool Springs; 700 Cool Springs Blvd. ·
Franklin, Tennessee 37067 (map)

Golden Valley
(Minneapolis), Minnesota

Lutheran CORE Convocation, Lutheran CORE Theological
Conference and NALC Convocation at Calvary Lutheran Church,
7520 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN. Information and
online registration available on the Lutheran CORE website.

Pontiac, Illinois

“Transforming Congregations through Discipleship: A
Discipleship and Evangelization Event” featuring Rev. Dr.
Michael W. Foss. Contact Pastors Dieter and Heidi Punt, First
Lutheran Church, at 815-844-3695.

www.youthencounter.org/impact
www.facebook.com/youthencounter
www.youthencounter.org/impact
www.twitter.com/youthencounter
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Not forgetting the essentials – Part 2
By Rev. Don Brandt
In part one of this topic I
mentioned the gradual theological
shift, among some mainline
churches, toward universalism. I
was reminded of this trend when
reading about a recent theological
conference hosted by the Salem
(Oregon)-based Westar Institute.
Westar describes its mission as
“promoting biblical scholarship.”
A number of the faculty from our
local Methodist university lead
this organization.
The featured speaker at this
conference was retired Episcopal
Bishop John Shelby Spong. His
topic: “Shifting the Christian
Paradigm from Salvation and
Atonement to Life and
Wholeness.” Bishop Spong has
always been outspoken and nontraditional in his personal
theology, so this title, though
disturbing, doesn’t surprise me.
C.S. Lewis once wrote the
following: “We all want progress,
but if you’re on the wrong road,
progress means doing an aboutturn and walking back to the right
road; in that case, the man who
turns back soonest is the most
progressive.”
There was a book published in
1972 entitled Why Conservative
Churches are Growing, by Dean
Kelley. This book, commissioned
by the National Council of

Churches, caused a great deal of
controversy. Mr. Kelley was not
using the word “conservative” to
describe a particular political
worldview. Rather, he was
describing churches with a more
conservative theological
orientation.

Pursuing
Great Commission Evangelism
in Your
Congregation
One of the book’s themes was
that one of the reasons evangelical
churches grow is because they
pursue ministry priorities that
most mainline congregations
intentionally reject—they make
serious demands of believers when
it comes to doctrine and behavior.
Another way to put it: These more
“conservative”/evangelical
congregations tend to advocate for
and expect a higher level of
commitment from their members,
including the commitment to reach
out to nonbelievers.

There comes a point—whether
in regards to our expectations or
our teaching—when accommodation and equivocation become
counterproductive. Dr. Paul
Hinlicky, in the March issue of the
Lutheran CORE Connection, put it
well. “…Mainline Protestantism is
in trouble because of a theological
failure of nerve: absent a coherent
and winsome restatement of the
faith once delivered to the saints in
the face of secular modernity’s
creeping claim over all of life,
mainline Protestantism sold itself
into servitude as a chaplaincy of
secularism. That’s the real reason
why the ELCA has never met a
culturally liberal proposal it didn’t
love. It is our sophisticated form of
ambulance chasing. But our empty
churches…are sad witness that
such love goes unrequited.”

There comes a
point—whether in
regards to our
expectations or our
teaching—when
accommodation and
equivocation become
counterproductive.
(Continued on page 11)
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Not forgetting the essentials – Part 2
(Continued from page 10)
Last month I promised some
specific suggestions for
congregations striving to be more
intentional when it comes to
evangelistic outreach. Here are
four ideas:
1. Regularly challenge and
inspire your members to witness.
Don’t just do this in your print or
online communications; raise this
challenge in sermons and in your
Sunday “minutes for mission”
presentations. If you have a
sanctuary projection system, look
for appropriate videos on the
subject of evangelism. For
example, go to SermonSpice.com
and type in “evangelism.” Lots of
videos will come up for you to
preview; many of them use humor
to make their case. (Most videos
are three to ten minutes in length.)
And consider worship dramas on
this subject. I also recommend the
many outstanding five- to tenminute worship drama scripts
available on dramaministry.com.
And again, you will appreciate the
humorous approach to this subject.
2. Offer occasional classes and/
or small groups for members who
want to learn more about effective
witnessing. Back in the early
1980’s Augsburg Publishing put
out a resource entitled Witnesses
for Christ. It emphasized the
importance of Christians crafting
their own, personal “faith story.”

These are based on each person’s
explanation as to what difference
Jesus Christ has made in his/her
life. This book is now out of print.

Too many
congregational
events are
planned with only
members in mind.
This needs to
change.
However, I’ve come across an
excellent, short pamphlet that
explains how to create a personal
“faith story.” E-mail me, and I will
send it to you. What’s one of the
most important goals in these
witnessing classes? To have
participants, on multiple occasions,
share (i.e., practice) their faith
stories with other class members.
3. Create the kind of worship
and hospitality ministries that will
dramatically increase the odds
your members will actually invite
unchurched friends to worship. For
worship content and hospitality
suggestions contact me. I will send
you previous columns that
specifically addressed these
particular challenges.

4. Create both fellowship events
and special worship celebrations
that make it easier and more likely
your members will bring friends.
Too many congregational events
are planned with only members in
mind. This needs to change.
Finally, if you don’t yet have a
website, develop one! And if you
have one, improve it! Be sure
you’ve done everything possible
to make your site user-friendly,
and make sure you keep the
unchurched in mind when it comes
to your content.
The Scriptural mandate is so
clear and unequivocal. “Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.” How, then, can
they call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can they
believe in the one of whom they
have not heard? And how can they
hear without someone preaching to
them? And how can they preach
unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good
news!” (Romans 10:13-15)

Pastor Don Brandt of Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church in Salem, Ore.,
welcomes comments at
donb@oursaviorsalem.org
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