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Christ Is risen! He Is risen indeed!

Or maybe not. actually pastors and seminary
professors who don't believe God
raised Jesus. o0
experience to the congregation | was
serving and was dismayed that
nobody in her adult Sunday School

class believed with any confidence

h‘e‘r’"}

Many faithful Christians would be
as shocked as my wife once was to
learn how many biblical scholars
who are teaching our seminarians do
not believe that God physically
raised Jesus. These scholars
generally focus t

discussions in two areas. The firstis © € Idev€ der e was

the transformative changes that took said, fian A

place in the discPBle¥8 R[§BQ! bi
resurrection t

of their spending time with Jesus.
The second centers on periodic
media reports that some archempb
has discovered the bones of Jesus,
thereby discrediting our creedal faith.

..every book of the New
Testament was written
by people who believed

God really raised Jesus
respondingtothesoal | e d

NJegsus
Seminar. o0 This se?mrmmeéde\ﬁquq that
began in 1985 comprised a group of they would eventua”y

some 150 or so seHfppointed . . .
scholars who came together die for their faith.

primarily to decide on the historical
accuracy of the deeds and sayings of
Jesus Christ. They decided on what
could be believed in the New o _
Testament by a process of voting Divinity School, reminded us at that

with beads! The result was a series of conierence that every b_00k of the
publications in t N%WT%S@@G@%N@SWQH&FHbya

masterful media campaign which pgople who believed God really
claimed that the resurrection was raised Jesus from the dead and that

doubtful, as were most of the they would eventually die for their
teachings and miracles of Jesus. faith. If the whole thing was a fraud,

My wife was appalled when we
attended a theological conference

Richard Hays, a brilliant United
Methodist New Testament scholar
and dean of Duke University

She

he probably

ing.

have sugqesteg that caII
commlttees ask two
guestions of pastoral
candi dat es:

AP8 Ya gally rb@heve iGoel 'really va¢sed

ey
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The

uy e YQH gelteve abaut the

Bi bl e?0
follow naturally.

As St. Paul counseled in 1 Corin
thians 15: nAéif C
raised, then our proclamation has
been in vain and your faith has been
in vain.o It woul
honest if people who do not believe
Jesus is risen admitted that they
consider Christianity a fraud or a
delusion and stopped claiming to be
teachers of the Church.

| have suggested that call com
mittees ask two questions of pastoral

candidates: fADo vy
really raised Jes
you believe about

rest will follow naturally.

It has been my privilege to hear
prominent theologians and New
Testament scholars witness to their

ités amazing that |
Linda finally turned to me and 6fess up before b La'?”ghgue%‘f; Fe%\ll;)//o‘?drﬂseqrém
said, fAl can't believe there are (Continued on page)
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Christ 1s risen! He Is risen indeed!

(Continued from pagédl) was able to answer that question
with a firm fiYes! o | se
the dead. But those who teach in fell into place.
our seminaries, most of whom are our Lord's Resurrection is not
devout Christians, receive their simply a past event; it is the
credentials not primarily because of  re4ization that Jesus is alive and
their commitment to the faith of the 14t he is transforming us and our
Church but because of academic \yr|d through the powerful presence
degrees earned in secular institu of his Holy Spirit. All that we do as
tions. If we are to see our congre Lutheran CORE is dedicated to
gations renewed, future pastors proclaiming the Good News of Pr. Steve Shipman, director of
need to be taught by competent Jesus crucified and risen, through ~ Lutheran CORE, can be reached by
scholars who also believe without \\hom we receive forgiveness of email at sshipman@Iutherancore.org.

reservation the faith we confess in

sins, life, and salvation.Christ is Portions of this article originally appeared in
our creeds.

risen! He is risen indeedThis is most  the Lutheran CORE Update in the March/
During a time of personal faith certainly true. April issue ofConnectionsnagazine. Re-

crisis, | realized that my doubts printed by permission.

boiled down to this: Do | believe

God really raised Jesus? When |

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
This is most certainly true!
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Registration Opens for Convocations and
Theological Conference

2012 Lutheran CORE Convocation: God. o0 The annual a whchisloelgli c
Godos Future for Upgtween the convocations of Lutheran CORE and the
iGoddés Future for Uso wi |NALGE will be Aug.t1dlp at EalvaryLyteran ehurghd
by visitors and member s at inGedemvalleys MinnCthe #AY-G corvacation will be
Convocation on Tuesday, August 14. In addition to reports held August16l7, also at Calvary.
and elections, the agenda will feature motivating and AThis theological confere
compelling keynote addresses by the Rev. Dr. Gemechis - hermeneutical principle of Biblical exegesis in the
Buba, director of missions for Lutheran CORE and the | ;theran confessional traditi@n the art of properly
NALC, and Dr. Robert Benne, director of the Centerfor  §j st j ngui shing between Law
the Study of Religion and Society at Roanoke College,  rganizers explain.
Salem, Va. Participants will experience inspirational _
worship, practical workshops and breakout sessions,and 1 'hese two words of Scrip

opportunities to fellowship with other participants andto | Ydgment (Law) and the wor.
meet a variety of vendors, ministry service providers (Gospel), must be properly distinguished in every effort to

and missionaries. reform and renew the church. . . . Confounding Law and
Gospel is the principal source of confusion in the life of the
il have often spoken of thhurggh uamd sihtis tminyi utn&reira lo
feet, spiritually speakingdaysapd Lutherafa Coggy.o

Moderat or Rev. Paul Ulring. fThi c vaorAc caonvaocgtion

help us to recognize, in the midst of that changing

|l andscape, that Christ 1is Presentations for the theological conference include:
Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden Valley, Minn., will Law and Gospel:

The Hallmark of Classical Lutheranism

host this year's Lutheran CORE and NALC convocations
The Rev. Dr. Carl E. Braaten

as well as the Lutheran CORE Theological Conference.

This is a change in venue The Law/Gospel Debate Revisited a |
grateful to Pr. Steve Dornbusch and his congregation for A Reformed Viewi The Rev. Dr. Michael S. Horton
hosting our convocation a A Lutheran Viewi The Rev. Dr. Steven D. Paulson|, 0
remarked Lynn Kickingbird, chair of the Steering A Catholic Viewi The Rev. Dr. Jared Wicks, S.J.
Commi tte'e: ﬁW'e. |l ook for wa Did Luther Get Paul Right n d
learning and motivation for mission that every Lutheran on the Doctrine of Justification?
CORE Convocation brings.o The Rev. Dr. Stephen Westerholm

Online registration (preferred) fatl three eventsill Law, Gospel, and the Beloved Community
be available soon &itherancore.orgor download a The Rev. Dr. Paul R. Hinlicky
registration form and mail it to the Lutheran CORE office, Third Use of the Law:
Lodging information will also be available on the Freedom and Obedience in Christian Life
Lutheran CORE website. The Rev. Dr. Piotr Malysz

2012 Lutheran CORE Theological Conference Applylng UG ng/GospeI D|st_|nct|on
in Preaching and Worship

The 2012 Lutheran CORE Theological Conference wil The Rev. Dr. Larry J. Yoder
examine fAPreaching and Tea The Rev. Dr. Amy Schifrin [ o



http://www.lutherancore.org
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MissionConnect:
Pueblo de Diog Compton, California

Dr. Gemechis Buba, Lutheran CORE and NALC missions director, likes to remind congregations of the challenge Lutheran CORE
and the NALC make to member congregations to support one local and one international mission partner. MissionConnect, a new
column inCORE Connectionwill seek to introduce worthy mission partners to member congregations, some of which may have
been redirecting their mission support offerings as a form of protest against the decisions on sexuality approved by the 2009
ELCA Churchwi de Assembl y. For other worthy mission minist
fiMission Connect o Thi s mont hés article is written by Pr. Denni s Ne

First Lutheran Church in
Compton was begu g
to serve the Scandinavian people ¢ X @ A

& -

1
)

moving to southern California. In
the 5006s, 600s,
community on the south side of
Los Angeles became predoemi
nately African American. Now the
majority of the residents are
Hispanic, with also a large African
American population, and as a .
consequence First Lutheran Church® % =%

was renamed Pueblo de Dios,
iPeople of Godo in P@tﬁr §aﬁ1qelé\liwa} and members of Pueblo de Dios, Compton, California.

The Rev. Samuel Nieva, moved to the United States inthe ~ poorest in the county, with high
originally from Peru, serves Pueblo 1 9 908s with his furemployyent asvell as a number
de Dios as pastor. A former photo worshipped at Angelica Lutheran  of other severe social issues.
journalist, Pr. Nieva and his family  ~prchin Los Angeles and started
planting a Latino mission with the
New City Parish.

Pastor Nieva began with
reopening the facility, cleaning it
After e|g ht years Of up, and restoring the property to

Still speaking no English, Nieva good wor king or de
very hard WOrk, enrolled in seminary. After no custodian and no secretary. Just
: finishing his studied and learning ~ my wife Ana, my children, Carlota
Pastor Nieva now English as a second languéger. and Daniel, and | going to

IeadS one Of the Nieva was sent to Comptonto stat Compt on t o st art
a new Latino Lutheran mission. He remarked Pr. Nieva of those early

most th“v'ng and faced a depressing situatdhe days of ministry. After eight years

dynamic Lutheran synod had been planning to close  of very hard work, Pastor Nieva
the congregation, and the church  now leads one of the most thriving

Latino miniStrieS in building was slated for demolition.

LOS Angeles The community was one of the (Continued on pagé)
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MissionConnect: Pueblo de Dio§ Compton, California

to attend the Latino Lutheran

Cursillo retreats. He describes
participating in the Latino Lutheran
Cursillo movene nt as fia
encounter with

(Continued from paget)

and dynamic Lutheran Latino
ministries in Los Angeles.

About 120 to 150 people attend

worship every Sunday. Pastor Nieva
combines strong Gospel preaching
with compassionate social outreach.
He believes that maintaining strong
Biblical roots is a major key to the
vitality of the congregation.

Pr. Nievabelieves that
maintaining strong
Biblical roots is a

major key to the vitality

of the congregation.

Nieva seeks to train future
church leaders and currently has
five parishioners attending a Latino
Institute for Theological Education.
Being bilingual, his desire is to
start a bilingual ministry for
second generation Latino people
and to open new Lutheran Latino
missions in Los Angeles where
people will be disciples and will
a ke gewdlisciplgss ¢ | y b,

Pueblo de Dios meets in a

Pueblo de Dios members distribute food in
their neighborhood.

Pueblo de Dios offers Bible
studies, communion and dam-
ation classes,
addition to distributing food and
clothing and working with a local building that is owned by the
health clinic. The conggation Southwest California Synod of the
also provides sewing classes to help ELCA. Because the majority of the
people develop skills and find work
in a commuity with high
unemployment.

Along with several other
southern California Lutheran
pastors, Pastor Nieva is working
with 3DM ministriesto help them
and their congregations develop
leaders and to grow as disciples of
Jesus. Nieva encourages members

Pr. Nieva leads worship at Pueblo de Dios.

people living around the church

have a very low income or are
without work altogether, most of
Rveosntdoerr fNlilevads s a

G EHCA dational office and the

Southwest California Synod.

An ELCA congregation, Pueblo
de Dios enjoys membership in
Lut heran COREOGs F
Renewal Group. Theivebsite
shows a dynamic congregation that
is reaching out and doing great
things for God. You will also find
links to several YouTube videos,
which demonstrate the good work
being done, especially among
children and young people.

Family night at Pueblo de Dios.

Please keep Pastor Samuel
Nieva and Pueblo de Dios in your
prayers and consider financially
supporting this worthy ministry.
Pastor Samuel Nieva may be
contacted at:

Pueblo de Dios Lutheran Church
804 East Rosecrans Ave.
Compton CA 90221

(310) 6082795
pueblodedioslutheran@yahoo.com



http://www.weare3dm.org
http://www.lutheransonline.com/servlet/lo_ProcServ/dbpage=framed_frameset&gid=00001127427713330111155555&pg=20101483689685800501111555
mailto:pueblodedioslutheran@yahoo.com
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Why we need Lutheran CORET Part 2

By Rev. Dr. Paul R Hinlicky This kind of convergence is true Moreover, at Lutheran CORE
also within Lutheran CORE circles.  theological conferences we can
We continue from last month At the same Lutheran CORE converge together with ecumenical
with two further reasons why conference last summer, Jim partners in similar straits as we face
struggling pastors and dedicated lay Nestingen told how he and Steve the urgent task of a new evangeliza
workers in the ELCA should come  Paulson had attended the meeting of tion and catechesis of North
to Golden Valley, Minn., in August  continuing Anglicans in South American culture inspired and
for the Lutheran CORE theological  Carolina and found brothers and directed by the aforementioned
conference. sisters in faith and confession. recovery of theological nerve.
| find that my most interesting Finally, there are pecks of
L ut h er an @rt@'ﬂj\m tEQ@giS’;\I debate and hurting folks in the ELCA, who
mutual instruction these days are have suffered for the sake of
theolog ical not for the most part my erstwhile conscience and their witness to the

Aevangelical cat hWordof God o these racdnt years
conferences work for wno abandoned ship for the false or now sulk in disillusionment at

safety of Rome (where ordained what | described at the time as an

LUtheran CO nfeSSionaI sisters cannot follow). Rather | am

learning from theologians like Mark

Convergence' Mattes, Steve Paulson and Dennis ‘]Olnlng 1 LUtheran
Bielfeldt, and from Missouri 1 :
The second reason to attend is  theologians like Robert Kolb and CORE's the()loglcal

t hat Lut heran COR&thet Bdckere ol ogi c al Conversation does Not

f K for Luth -
conterences work tor Lutheran The Lutheran CORE theolagil

confessional convergence. Speaking conference is predicated upon this requ|re anyone (o)
for myself as a more or less

. movement. We must come together
i | | tho e P
ne v.a ) g et e a. ¢ca gmd }nc?ve o%t to%evth%rrbeygnd tﬂeC © leave the ELCA
my sojourn in the 1990s in the tragic polarizations of the past
Pietism of the Lutheran church in giep past

: . Lutheran CORE ministers
Slovakia, | have been moving closer racticallv to this converaence b
to the evangelicals. | see that they P y g y

bringing together seriously confes
are alert to the urgent need ofanew . ging tog y .
L sional Lutherans who are neither
evangelization, as alert as

) . modernists or fundamentalists but
evangelical catholics are . .
. those who subscribe to the Nicene
to the need for a new catechesis.

embarrassing spectacle. We need
each other in mutual conversation
and consolation. We need mutual
correction from each other. We need
mutual inspiration to chart new
courses for new days.

Creed and the Augsburg Confession Joining in Luthe

More broadly, the evangelicals  as true explanations of Holy theological conversation does not
I knowd like my colleague, Dr. Scripture in order that we today require anyone to leave the ELCA. |
Gerald McDermott, who gave a may believe, teach and confess the  certainly have not. | have not
wonderful lecture at the last Word of God in its truth and purity ~ because | am free in the Lord to
Lutheran CORE conferenge (as I argue in an article shortly to build relations and fellowship
are moving closer and closer to appear in Lutheran Forum on wherever | find a core of
what they vaguely call the confessional subscription). (Continued on pagé)

i Gr eat Tradition. 0
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Why we need Lutheran COREI Part 2

(Continued from page)

America and beyond. | look

What Lutheran CORE forward to meeting you this August
Lutheranism intact in the ELCA . . . at the Lutheran CORE theological
and the Word and Sacraments to offers y_ou"' IS a _fl_ghtmg conference. Find your courage!
which Lutheranism bears witness ~ chance in the Spirit to let  Come and see!

beyond those denominational
boundaries. And we have every bit go of a lost cause and

as much right to join in the move on... to the really new {

.
o
s o
A .
. -
o
-

X B
.

deliberations at a Lutheran CORE thlng the Lord is domg
theological conference as those

citizens of the ELCA who joined
Goodsoil and like organizations in ~ weapons of the Spirit, which is

past decades. And you can be what theology is for us Lutherans.

assured: Lutheran CORE will never What Lutheran CORE offers you

seek or get a million dollar grant along with a surprising host of

from a PAC to finance an ELCA others, then, is a fighting chance in

takeover. Lutheran CORE has the Spirit to let go of a lost cause Rev. Dr. Paul Hinliéky is fhe Tisé Pro
renounced such destructive politics 54 move on in mutual discernment  fessor in Lutheran Studies at Roanoke
whose sour fruit our ELCA is now under the Word of the really new College in Salem, Virginia. Interested
reaping. Lutheran CORE fights, as thing the Lord is doing: the readers can read Dr.

we sing in Luther Féélignﬁ\éh%f‘@hrisﬂ%it&ihNo?tH”'e iConfessional SubscHt
the Spring 2012 issue bfitheran Forum

Upcoming Events

Carolinas Mission District Convocation at Trinity Lutheran
Church. Speakers include Rev. W. Stevens Shipman, Lutheran
CORE Director; NALC Bishop John Bradosky; Rev. Dr.

May 4-5 Gastonia, North Carolina  Gemechis Buba, NALC Missions Director; and Rev. J. Larry
Yoder. There is a registration fee. Contact Rev. Wesley Frye (828
459-7195; mtcalvarylutheran@att.neor go to
www. carolinasnalc.orfpr information.

NALC Mission Planters Conference at First Evangelical Lutheran
Church. Speakers include NALC Bishop John Bradosky and Rev.

May 10-12 Houston, Texas Dr. Gemechis Buba, NALC Missions Director. Information and
registration form available aww.thenalc.orgr contact Rachel
Sosebee (61477-5709;rsosebee@thenalc.grg



mailto:mtcalvarylutheran@att.net?subject=Carolinas%20Convocation
http://carolinasnalc.org/
http://www.thenalc.org/
mailto:rsosebee@thenalc.org?subject=Mission%20Planters%20Conference

CORE CONNECTION ¢

News from Lutheran CORE

April 2012¢ Page8

Seven Marks Soclety

By Rev. Dennis Nelson

This article is fourth in a series
of features about the various
renewal movements that are a part
of Lutheran CORE, written so that
we can get to know each other
better, be encouraged by one
another, know how to pray better
for one another, and learn from
one another.

The Seven Marks Society grew
out of a concern among members
of the Society of the Holy Trinity
(a ministerium of pastors) to be
able to include and involve lay
people and congregations in a

.

Lutheran CORE was doing, and
many had attended the Lutheran

CORE convocations in 2009 and/or
2010. They became engaged in a

conversation that led to the

Rev. Tim Hubert, STS, Seven Marks
Society leader

movement that would preserve the 5 mation of the new group

evangelical catholic voice in
American Lutheranism.

convinced that they had
something unique to offer to

American Lutheranism.

The name Seven Marks About ninety pastors, thirty

comes from the writings
of Martin Luther, who
defined these marks as
the way to identify the
true, visible Church of
Jesus Christ.

Although the Society of the
Holy Trinity is expressiynota
reform group, several members of
the Society of the Holy Trinity
were interested in the work

lay persons, seven congregations,

and one school are part of the

society. The constituency is about

evenly divided between ELCA
and NALC, with a few from the
Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod
and the micresynods.

Tim Hubert, a retired ELCA
pastor serving St Paul and Trinity
Lutheran Churches in Altamont
and Shumway, IL, respectively,
serves as vicar, or leader.

According to Pastor Hubert,
evangelical catholics believe in
being guided by the Great

-

|

Tradition of the Church throughout
the ages, but they hear that voice
with Lutheran ears. They are very
traditional in worship forms and
practices, including a weekly
celebration of the Eucharist. They
are also orthodox and confessional
in their Lutheran theology,
maintaining a careful distinction
between law and gospel, as well as
the priority of grace. According to
Pastor Hubert, AV
something new and novel, but what
the church has al
estimates that evangelical catholics
make up about 102% of

American Lutherans.

The name Seven Marks
comes from Martin
wor k., AOn t he Chu
Councliutsheér §SE Wor
Vol. 41). Luther defined these
marks as the way to identify the
true, visible Church of Jesus Christ.
These defining marks are the Holy
Word of God, Holy Baptism, Holy
Communion, Holy Absolution (the
declaration of the forgiveness of
sins), the office of Holy (ordained)
Ministry, public prayer, and the
Christian life understood as one of
crossbearing (Luke 9:23).

These essential and defining
charactestics of the church are
listed and described on the
s 0 ¢ i websjtedAscording to

(Continued on pag®)


http://www.sevenmarks.org




