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We are an association of congregations and individuals, free in Christ,
accountable to one another, rooted in Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions,
and working together to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission
to go and make disciples of all nations.
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Climate Change and the LCMC
— Rev. Dan Clites,
New Ministry Development Coordinator

Much has been studied, calculated and

in Mission for Christ

Lutheran Congregations

expressed concerning global climate
changes and the possible life-altering
impact. Is our world truly getting warmer
than normal? What’s normal anyway?
In our association, we are currently going
through a climate change of our own for
the sake of impacting the world with the
gospel truth. The life-altering question that
stands before us is this: Are we getting
hotter or colder in our obedience to making
disciples as Jesus commissions us to do in
Matthew 28?
I believe our vision to develop 1,000 new
ministries over the next decade will be
world changing, because it’s red hot to
what it means to follow Jesus and make
more followers!
Our association believes that one of the
very best ways to effectively evangelize and
disciple lost or disconnected people to the
faith is to plant mission-minded congregations with well-trained, mission-minded
leadership and support. As your Coordinator for New Ministry Development, I believe
we are igniting this LCMC climate change
with a crucial paradigm shift, where developing “culturally-impacting faith congrega-

tions” is our new “normal.” It is simply what
we do because we follow Jesus. No longer
are we to just settle for status quo or “good
enough” in our congregations. Instead, we
are to live each day with a contagious commitment to the Great Commission as the
priesthood of all believers!
Over the first three months of my appointment, I have visited with several of
our association’s leaders. I am pleased to
share that our leaders want to be global
warming agents of Christ, and greatly desire their congregations to have an urgent
spiritual impact in their cities. With that
in mind, here is a 7-point planting plan for
our association:
1. Begin to earnestly pray for the Lord of
the harvest to send his laborers into
the mission fields. Wherever you go
in prayer on a daily basis, there also
goes the light of Christ! The Light of the
World automatically changes the spiritual landscape as He dispels darkness
and creates a warm and clear vision.
2. Begin seeing ourselves as 800 worldwide missional body parts working in
unity, and not just individual churches
... continued on page 10

From the Board...
— Kip Tyler
Chair, LCMC Board of Trustees

I would like to give you just a quick snapshot of

in this area. LCMC will also be hosting a Seminary
Summit in Des Moines this summer, where leadership will be meeting with the seminaries training our
pastors.

Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ
(LCMC) which has grown to 807 congregations. Of
these, 701 are in 41 states and 2 territories of the U.S.,
and the remaining 106 are in 12 other countries. New
to LCMC are congregations in Australia and Kenya.
Congregational membership has exceeded that of the
Wisconsin Synod.

Please consider registering for the 13th International
Annual Gathering of LCMC, which will be held
October 6-9, 2013, at the Adoba Hotel in Dearborn,
Michigan. The theme is “The Grace of Giving.”

LCMC has been hosting congregational council
leadership workshops throughout the year, which
has been a great support to congregational leadership. Pastor Dan Clites recently joined the LCMC
staff with a focus on assisting new ministry starts to
be successful. Dan has great experience and passion

In preparation for the event, we are asking all LCMC
congregations to share with us a photograph of what
your congregation has done over the past year in order to reflect financial stewardship, generosity and
... continued on page 3

This newsletter is a publication of LCMC, an association of churches and individuals.
Inclusion of articles is intended to provide information and does not imply official endorsement.
Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect an official position of the Association or its board of trustees.
We welcome comments, suggestions for stories, and submissions from our members.See contact information below.
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“For it is by grace you have been
saved through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no one
can boast.”
Ephesians 2:8-9

Financial Snapshot

Board Business

—Laurel Swanson,

—Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson,

Treasurer, LCMC Board of Trustees

The

financial health of LCMC continues to be
solid. During the first half of 2013, we have seen
contributions remain steady while expenses have
been slightly lower than budgeted.
As of April 30, the financial statements show a
positive net operating income for the fiscal yearto-date. Although the total year-to-date income was
lower than budgeted, expenses were also lower to
allow us to maintain a favorable outcome.
The biggest expense for the first few months were
the Leadership Conferences held in San Diego, CA,
and Birmingham, AL. Both events saw lower than
expected attendance, which ultimately created a
deficit for the association. It was the first time that
these events were not self-funded.

Secretary, LCMC Board of Trustees

• The Board met in Birmingham, Alabama, after the
Leadership Conference to continue preparations
for the Annual Gathering.

• The

theme for the 2013 Annual Gathering is
“The Grace of Giving.” We look forward to a
great event with exciting speakers and wonderful
fellowship in Dearborn, Michigan. ♦

Article Deadline for
Q uarter Newslet ter:
3
rd

August 1, 2013
Send to: joyminion@gmail.com

We added a new staff member in March, which has
increased some of the travel expenses, but we are
hopeful that the contributions will increase to cover
these expenses as well.

Prayer Warriors Wanted

During the July Trustee meeting, we will examine
the budget for 2014 and review how the addition of
the new staff position will impact the association
moving forward. ♦

Please consider signing up to “BATHE” our Annual

From the Board, continued from page 2. . .
discipleship. All photographs submitted to the LCMC
office by Wednesday, July 31, will be considered for
possible inclusion in the Gathering book. It is a blast
to see what God is doing all over LCMC!
Looking forward to seeing you at the Annual Gathering in October! ♦

— Norm Gregory

Gathering in October with PRAYER!
Thirty days before the Gathering, we would like to
start our “Prayer Warriors” on a path of prayer for
a successful Gathering. Our intent is to shower the
staff, participants, volunteers and speakers with
prayer for a Spirit-filled, God-centered Gathering.
Stay tuned for more information in the coming
months.
We are looking for Volunteers to help with the
logistics, format, coordination and computer
format—your help would be greatly appreciated. ♦

Contact Pastor Ron Winslow:
phone: 419-699-2500
email: pastorronzion111@gmail.com
3

God Showers Blessings on
Grace Community Lutheran

Today’s Word: Is
— Tony Stoutenburg

I think (hope?) I am preaching to the choir in
LCMC, but it is important that when the Lord
invites us to His Supper, he is not just inviting us
to remember what he has done for us.
When Jesus says, “This is…,”* many Christians
who otherwise claim to believe the Scriptures will
suddenly become semantic gymnasts trying to
prove He did not mean what He said. Apparently,
believing Jesus is just too hard. (John 6:60 shows
that this is not a new problem.) Listening to some
of these folks reminds me of a certain former
president’s grand jury testimony: “It depends on
what the meaning of the word ‘is’ is.” Their claim
seems to be that “is” really means “represents.”
Now when I think of something representing food,
I think of a bowl of cheap, dusty plastic apples on
a table in a discount furniture store. So let us be
clear—Jesus is not inviting us to a symbolic meal;
the bread and wine do not represent His body
and blood. Our Lord Jesus Christ promises to be
with us in all things; if all we get is fake plastic
fruit, that promise is not worth much. Since Jesus
keeps His promises, in the Supper He is really
here: in, with and under the forms of bread and
wine. Good thing, too, because “Whoever feeds
on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life,
and I will raise him up on the last day. For my
flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink”
(John 6:54-55 ESV).
What difference does it make? First, do we trust
Jesus to keep His word? Trust is a synonym for
faith. More importantly, “Unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have
no life in you” (John 6:53). So come to the table,
because He is here. For you. ♦
* Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20 and
1 Corinthians 11:24-25
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— Submitted by Bob Brown

In

May 2011, future members of Grace Community Lutheran Church left an ELCA congregation in
La Grande, Oregon. They agreed to pray, study and
research future plans. After a couple of months, 30
committed “founders” met to establish a new church
under LCMC. A Constitution and Bylaws were written and approved. A historic vacant church was rented. A search for a more permanent facility found a
small congregation in tiny Cove, OR, willing to share
their facility with us, beginning in December 2011.
In May 2012, Grace called, ordained and installed its
first pastor. We see ourselves as a “royal priesthood
of believers” and “called to serve”, which is our
mission. We are filling a niche to minister to the poor,
the rural and unchurched. Our prayers for growth are
being answered. Patience is difficult, but we see that
being rewarded as we plant seeds.
We have adjusted the traditional Lutheran worship
service to accommodate varying levels of Christian
understanding. Our members are from various backgrounds, needing a gentle approach for our worship
service and education efforts. During Bible studies
we acknowledge the Lutheran perspective.
Our congregation is healthy, growing and enjoying
our fellowship together. We are financially stable
and unafraid to experiment with new missions. A
community Bible study and breakfast for men meets
weekly. Sunday Bible classes for adults and children
and 12 mission projects are underway. Community
basketball clinics have been conducted.
Grace had no building of its own, but had a strong
desire for Biblical worship and for sharing the
Gospel. We had no permanent minister, but had
many dedicated people from Oregon and Washington
willing to furnish our pastoral needs. Small churches
take heed—with God’s help, establishing a new
church can be done joyously!
For more information, contact Pastor Susan at:
pastorsusanfox@yahoo.com ♦

A Word from Mark...
— Mark Vander Tuig,
LCMC Service Coordinator

A mazing things continue to happen across LCMC.

New congregations are forming, churches in other
countries are joining with us, and new districts are
forming as well. I continue to be surprised at how the
Lord works, and yet, our history is marked by one
miracle after another. Not everything over the last 13
years has gone perfectly, but it is clear that what was
begun with a handful of congregations, pastors and
leaders has not only survived, but continues to thrive.
To God be the glory!

But there is more! Just a few months ago, we received
an invitation from the Central Synod of the Malagasi
Lutheran Church in Madagascar. After some initial
conversation with the president of that synod and our
Board of Trustees, we have accepted their invitation
to go there to begin the conversation about how we
might best work together to advance the Gospel and
lift up the name of Jesus, not only there, but also here
in the U.S.

The first is Kenya, where 11 congregations not only
voted to become a part of what God is doing in
LCMC, but also then voted to form a new geographic
district of LCMC—the East Africa District. They are
beginning to consider planting new congregations
in Tanzania as well. These congregations have been
working with Niagara Lutheran Theological Institute and are under the able leadership of Pastor Mark
Onunda.

And new congregations are forming all across the
U.S! These are not transfers from other denominations, but groups of people who have caught the vision
that one of the most effective ways to reach people
who do not yet know Jesus—or who have said that
the “institutional church” is not for them—is to plant
new churches. This is not the old model of the “head
office” sending money and a church developer to a
town with expectations of attendance, membership
and finances. We are gathering people with a heart
to make disciples, love the Lord and their neighbors,
and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our vision for
LCMC is to plant 1,000 congregations over the next
10 years…and it has already begun!

Then in mid-May a congregation in Wagga Wagga,
Australia, also voted to join with us. Pastor John
Guilfoyle found us on the website and initiated contact. He reached out to us, inviting myself, Rev. Paul
Spaulding (Coordinator for Pastoral Certification),
and Rev. Steve Ernst (Chair of our Ministry Board),
to engage in a discernment process to see if we would
be a good fit for their new ministry. Their unanimous
vote confirmed it and we gratefully received them to
our list of congregations.

These are exciting times, and I believe it is a great
time to be the Church. I have great hope for our
congregations—we may be seeing the beginning of
another reformation, a time of renewal and revival!
As I continue to travel across our nation, I have seen
the beginnings of change. People are having fun being the church again: receiving new members, baptizing people in every age group, growing in prayer,
study and mission, and finding a renewed sense of
purpose. ♦

As of this writing, we have added two countries to
those places where congregations have voted to join
LCMC.
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Two Congregations Unite in Seattle

— Rev. Dr. Paul Braafladt

There came a day when the Apostle Paul stiffened

his back and said, “No!” This was hurled at Barnabas, who wanted to take Mark along with them on
the second journey to build up new infant congregations (Acts 15:35-41). Paul could not dismiss the
fact that Mark had bailed out in a previous mission
effort. Verse 39 puts it succinctly: “And there arose a
sharp contention, so that they separated from each
other ... Barmabas took Mark ... Paul chose Silas and
departed” (RSV).
Conflict is no stranger to Christians and Christian
church bodies throughout the world. That painful
fact makes it all the more joyous and glorious when
our Lord brings blessings to congregations and pastors who seek His will and follow it. This is happening
in downtown Seattle in two small congregations—
Denny Park Lutheran Church (DPLC), led by Pastor
Douglas Lindsay, and Lutheran Church of the Resurrection (LCR), led by Pastor Phil Lee.
Denny Park Lutheran goes way back—almost as far
back as Seattle—to April 19, 1888. They came together as Norwegian immigrants. In recent decades their
neighborhood has moved away, giving way to urban
inner city realities—apartment and condo dwellers
who live within the enforced privacy of gated surroundings. Pastor Lindsay described their recent dilemma by saying, “We were $10,000 in the hole and
wondering how we could continue. We even had to
borrow from our mission funds to pay our bills. We
had no young people. And if you don’t have young
people, it’s hard do get young people.”
DPLC moved forward in three important ways. They
voted to join LCMC three years ago. They sold a
small slice of their property for the construction of
a seven-story low-income apartment building with
underground parking for church members. They
rented worship and education space to LCR.
Meanwhile, LCR had a vastly different history. It was
6 only three years old, a break-away congregation

from Magnolia Lutheran Church (ELCA) in Seattle.
Their first service was held on Easter Sunday 2010.
Their pastor, however, was soon on his way to an
LCMC congregation in California. They called Pastor
Phil Lee, who began his ministry in August, 2010. LCR
found a temporary church home at nearby St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, for almost two years. But it was
not ideal, especially for education space. When the
rent was about to be raised, they began looking for
new space. It was discouraging. They were turned
down by church after church. To build from scratch
in Seattle was far too expensive.
LCR had inquired earlier about DPLC’s facilities. The
proposal was to rent space and to worship at a different time than DPLC. This arrangement lasted
from November 2011 until June 2012. By then both
congregations were asking, “Why should we be worshipping separately?” They soon learned they were
cut from the same theological cloth, so they joined
hands and spirits and worshipped together!
The two pastors led the way in their trust and respect for each other. Sunday by Sunday they traded
roles in their preaching and conducting the Sunday
service. As Pastor Lee put it, “Each congregation
got to know the other, including each pastor.” Serious discussions about their future together led to
Sunday, April 7, 2013. Each congregation met separately after their Sunday Service on that day. They
addressed one major question: “Shall we unite with
the other congregation, effective today?” The vote
was remarkable, some would say miraculous! The
vote was unanimous. God be praised!
There are several important decisions ahead for
this new congregation. They include not only a new
name and a new constitution, but the election of
a new church council and the issue of new Calls to
each pastor. They plan to continue DPLC’s urban
ministries, and anticipate a ministry to the low income people who would live next door in the ex...continued on page 9

G etting

to

K now . . .
Prairie Faith
Glenfield, North Dakota

KNOW Christ,
GROW in Christ,
GO share His love!

Prairie Faith is not your typical rural church! Locat-

ed in Glenfield, ND (population 91), the congregation is following God’s Spirit and seeking to impact
the lives of the greater rural community.
Glenfield Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Congregation was founded in 1888 by seven pioneer
families. Today, Prairie Faith is a multi-generational
church with a vibrant ministry and exciting future.
Since its founding 125 years ago, the congregation
continues to be a pioneer in rural ministry. In 2007,
Prairie Faith separated from their former denomination and ten-church parish, and with just $2,000 in
the bank, they forged a new path.
Prairie Faith isn’t afraid to take risks and trust God
with the results. The council is prayerful and deliberate in discernment, and yet God constantly affirms
new opportunities for ministry. Since joining LCMC,
the congregation has changed its name, began an
adult study, introduced video and contemporary music in worship, and completely revamped children’s
and youth ministry. Worship attendance has more
than doubled. In 2012, a building renovation and
expansion project was completed, allowing Prairie

Faith to host special events, including a youth program, a church council workshop and the Women of
Faith Christmas simulcast. We all are pleased to see
the building used for the glory of God.
Prairie Faith continues to grow in response to the
Great Commission. Through prayer and giving, the
congregation supports missionaries, a sister church,
a homeless ministry, a Bible camp, local food pantries and other mission projects. New residents are
welcomed with bags of groceries, and the congregation is generous in responding to local families in crisis. And for the first time, a team is organizing for a
short-term mission to Belize.
Glenfield is in the Midkota School District,
encompassing five towns and 625 square miles. Bryce
Formwalt is the full-time pastor and the only resident
pastor in the district—all other pastors serving in the
area have multiple congregations and live elsewhere.
This pastoral presence helps Prairie Faith broaden
its reach to the larger rural community. “I’ve never
served such a small church,” says Formwalt, who was
called to Prairie Faith in 2011, “but I’ve never served
a church that meant so much to its community.” ♦   
—Submitted by Bryce Formwalt
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T he L utheran C hurch
S outh S udan

B uilding

the

C hurch , E quipping

the

of

L eaders

— Rev. Jordan Long

The Lutheran Church of South Sudan (LCSS) is a young
church in an emerging nation. South Sudan gained
independence from Sudan on July 9, 2011, after a
deadly and bloody civil war that claimed 2.5 million
lives. The war left 70% of the nation’s population
under 30 years of age. This war still defines the history
of the country today. Infrastructures were destroyed
during the war, and modern development is virtually
absent in the country. There are only 100 miles of
paved roads, and 130 medical doctors offering basic
medical services. School children gather under the
trees for study.
Despite the challenges, there is hope in Christ. Guided by its mission statement “Proclaiming Hope to a
Broken World,” the LCSS brings an evangelical witness, reminding the new nation that the land of Judah also was in ruins after the Babylonian captivity
(Isaiah 61:4-6), and that God never abandoned His
people. The Prophet Isaiah also prophesized,
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because
the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and release to the prisoners.
—Isaiah 61:1
The LCSS calls the new nation’s attention to “Seek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33),
and as a result the church is thriving.

Like the rest of the country, the infrastructure of the
church remains at formative stage. Most of LCSS congregations worship under the trees, in open spaces,
fences or in the hut/tents. Despite the limitations,
the LCSS is determined to carry out its missional
mandate and call to proclaim the Good News to the
new nation. With vibrant evangelism, the church set
goals to plant 130 congregations in the next three
years and to build at least five churches each year.
Translating/printing worship materials and raising
funds for pastoral compensation are top priorities.
The church also calls for preparing and equipping
more leaders. Shaped by the life and ministry of Jesus, the LCSS engaged in the ministry of “making disciples” (Matthew 28:19). In partnership with Western Gambella Bethel Synod of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Makane Yesus (WGBS-EECMY), the
LCSS trained 12 pastors at Jackjordan Bible School
(one of the EECMY’s Bible Schools in Western Ethiopia). These pastors are sent to be incarnational salt
and light to the Word and to proclaim God’s presence in the new nation.
Internationally, the LCSS has partnered with the
Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT) and Lutheran
Congregations in Mission for Christ, and has formally established its North American headquarters
in Brookings, SD. The LCSS plans to partner with ILT
and other Lutheran institutions to translate educational materials for children, adults, lay leaders and
pastors. (The LCSS has no adult or children’s edu-

Left:
Members
of an LCSS church
gather for worship
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Right: The youth of
the LCSS, the pillars of
the church, gather on
Wednesdays and
Saturdays for singing,
prayers and devotions

cational materials in the indigenous languages of
South Sudan. With the exception of the Holy Bible
and hymnals, there are no other print materials in
the local languages.)

Preparing and
equipping leaders
of the LCSS at the
Jackjordan Bible
School

Individual congregations and friends to LCSS are invited to join in advancing God’s Kingdom in the new
nation!
For more details, please visit the LCSS website:
www. lutherancss.org
Contact Rev. Long at:
(585) 705-2805 or manpign@gmail.com

Photos courtesy of
Rev. Jordan Long

Contact Dr. Bielfeldt (vice president of the LCSS
North American Board of Trustees) at:
(605) 651-9729 or dbielfeldt@ilt.org ♦

N ews & N otes

See “the rest of the story” at www.lcmc.net/blog
Pastor Floyd Shoup celebrated his first Easter
service at St. Mark Lutheran Church, St. Joe, IN.
He is a graduate of Beyond the River Academy.
See photo on the LCMC website.
— Submitted by Vicky Shoup

St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer, KS, celebrated a
Fall Mission Festival on October 7, 2012. The
speaker was Pastor Mary Fast, Omaha, NE. She
is the founder of Pathways Outreach Ministries
in Omaha, which reaches out to those who are
marginalized by society. St. Paul Lutheran is a
member of the Prairie Valley Parish, a four-point
parish in north central Kansas served by Pastor
Tom Sahl, Vernon Mai (PMA), and lay preacher
Stan Ericson. See more on the LCMC website.
— Submitted by Pastor Tom Sahl

St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church recently
celebrated the completion of an elevator/lift,
which allows easier access to the sanctuary and
fellowship hall. See more on the LCMC website.
— Submitted by Thomal L. Heitz, Secretary

Members of the LCSS North American Board of Trustees:
l-r: Rev. Tim Swenson, Rev. Jordan Long, Dr. Dennis Bielfeldt
Photo courtesy of Rev. David Patterson

Two Congregations, continued from page 6
pected new apartment building. Pastor Lee captured
this thought when we said, “Ahead of us is choosing a new name and a new constitution that makes
clear our need to be externally focused on the urban
needs that surround us rather than be internally focused on ourselves. My hope is that this fall we can
launch into a visioning process for just this reason.”
I have worked with both congregations in various
ways in recent years in behalf of LCMC. I have interviewed and certified both pastors for pastoral ministry in LCMC. If ever I have seen the hand of God
at work among His flock with blessing upon blessing, it is here in the midst of this urban jungle we
call downtown Seattle, just across the street from a
two-square-block plot of walkways, trees, grass and
benches called Denny Park.
— Rev. Dr. Paul Braafladt, Seattle
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Climate... continued from page 1
doing their own thing the best they can. Our unity in the Holy Spirit is our power to break through
culture’s cold, anti-church climate. Let’s preach
the vision, teach obedience to the mission and
daily model discipleship of following Jesus.
3. Begin setting funding aside, even a little bit
each month, and ear-mark it for church planting. Money follows mission, so clearly and consistently articulate the compelling missional
reasons for planting. People want to give to winning causes, and winning people to Christ is our
cause! We have a God of abundance, so we are
not to be people of scarcity.
4. Begin enjoying the freedom to decide how to
use the funding. Will it be invested into a local
LCMC plant? Or, will you team-up with other
LCMC churches to plant churches in your state
or region? Either way, its more fun when several
churches share in the burden and in the success
of developing a family mission tree. Please start
laboring on this today by connecting with your
neighboring LCMC congregations.

7. Need some assistance in this Great Commission movement? Feel free to contact me for
strategic coaching by phone, Skype or in person.
My mission is twofold: to help our existing new
ministries pick up momentum, and to help other
ministries develop from scratch. Several of you
have already invited me to your churches to help
develop a climate of discipleship with a renewed
mindset of being missional in the community.
Who might be next?
Soon I will be promoting bootcamps for congregations and planters who are interested in getting the
training and equipping needed to be spiritual climate changers. Also, please take note of the church
planting and discipleship training opportunities being offered at October’s international gathering in
Detroit.
Friends, our weather climate may or may not be
warming the world with a life-changing impact,
but whether or not our LCMC is to change the
spiritual temperature of our cities is certainly a YES!
We praise the Lord for that kind of environmental
faith impact! ♦

5. Begin recognizing when God is raising-up church
plant missionaries in your midst. Sometimes
they will be ordained, sometimes not. After all,
different kinds of spiritual gifts are needed to
plant a variety of effective models. Every mission
field will be reached in a different manner. Let’s
think creatively with new wineskins for the new
wine. Remember, not every church body needs
a church building!
6. Begin taking the temperature of the changing
youth culture. To reach Generation Y (approximate ages of 12-30), we will have to do church
differently. We certainly won’t be watering down
the gospel, but we will be replacing bureaucracybuilding with body-building. If we don’t respond
with a missional heart in Christ right now, our
association will quickly become irrelevant to the
culture and die. The good news, however, is that
Jesus and His disciples are in the spiritual business of climate change!
10

For more information, contact Dan at:
507.403.3940 or dan@lcmc.net
Left:
Meeting
with pastors
from the
Des Moines,
Iowa, area
to discuss
planting
a new
congregation
in Polk City.

Right:
Meeting with
Pastor Greg
Lenz and his
leadership at
Resurrection
Lutheran in
Mankato,
Minnesota, a
new ministry
start

In Mission for Christ
To be in mission for Christ is fundamentally an ex-

pression of our identity. It is not about what we do. It
is about who we are, about what we understand and
accept as God’s purpose for us as His children. God
could have sent His angels to proclaim His message
of salvation to the world, but He chose to offer us the
privilege of participating with Him in this task. God
shares His heart with us and gives us an opportunity
to say “yes” to Him. The starting point for being in
mission for Christ is to seek to have God’s heart for
the world. This comes through prayer and through
immersing ourselves in His Word. The two become
intertwined as we pray, as we talk to Him about what
He says in His Word, and as we learn to listen to His
Spirit at work in our hearts.

As we come to grasp His heart for the world, we
seek to understand what is happening in today’s
world. For example, we read the Great Commission
in Matthew 28:18-20 and Acts 1:8, directing us to
take God’s Word to people everywhere so they become followers of Jesus. Missiological research tells
us how we are doing in fulfilling that commission.
According to Bruce Koch1, after 2,000 years there
are now 16,000 distinct people groups in the world
for which that commission can be considered to be
fulfilled. These Reached people groups have a viable indigenous community of believing Christians
able to assume the primary responsibility for evangelizing their own people group. There are another
8,000 Unreached people groups without an indigenous community of believing Christians. Only 1%
of all practicing Christians are part of Unreached
people groups. While there are non-christians in both
groups, 60% are in Unreached people groups. (Ironically, only 10% of all evangelical foreign missionaries work with Unreached people groups.)
Another way to look at the fulfillment of the Great
Commission has to do with the availability of Scripture
in a language that the people can understand. Of
about 6,700 languages currently spoken in the world,
there are about 2,000 language groups that still need

—Cheryl Jensen

a translation of at least portions of God’s Word. Two
websites—www.wycliffe.org and www.lbt.org—are
good sources of information about Bible translation.
We also read in Scripture about the persecution of
Christians. We are told to expect it, and we are told
to stand with those who are suffering. In 1 Peter 4:12
(NIV) we read: “Dear friends, do not be surprised at
the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you.” In Hebrews
13:3 (NIV) we read: “Remember those in prison as
if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are
mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.” How
can we do that unless we become informed about
Christians who are being persecuted? Websites such
as www.persecution.com (Voice of the Martyrs) are
good sources of information, and it is possible to
subscribe to weekly emails containing three urgent
prayer requests. The stories of persecuted Christians
have become one of my major sources of spiritual
encouragement. The price they are willing to pay for
their faith is a reminder to me to not take something
so valuable for granted.
For individuals and congregations who have a desire
to grow in their understanding of what is involved
in being globally in mission for Christ, I have a few
suggestions:
• Take advantage of a course such as Perspectives
or Pathways, offered in many cities once a week
over a period of about four months.
• Subscribe to Evangelical Missions Quarterly.
• Develop a relationship with an ethnic church in
your own area. In the Phoenix area we have visited Chinese, Arab, Oromo (Ethiopia), and Hispanic churches.
•

Take advantage of opportunities to hear firsthand reports of what God is doing in other parts
of world, either from ethnic Christians or from
missionaries.

...continued on next page
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In Mission ...continued from page 11
•

•

Develop a spirit of respect and humility towards
people from other cultures. Elements of their distinctive cultures prepare them to see a richness
in some parts of Scripture that we as Americans
overlook due to our own cultural blind spots.
(That isn’t to say they don’t have their cultural
blind spots. But this is why we all need each other as part of the body of Christ.) Suggested reading: The New Faces of Christianity: Believing the
Bible in the Global South by Philip Jenkins.
Pay attention to the world news, thinking particularly about what the implications are for
Christian nationals and for missionaries in those
regions. It was through news reports that we realized on more than one occasion that friends of
ours would be evacuating the country they had
been working in. We began praying for them and
for the friends they left behind before we ever got
news directly from them. Later, we heard incredible stories from them of God’s protection.

As we grow in our understanding of what’s going
on the world from a spiritual dimension, this will
continue to fuel our prayer life. Since my husband and
I are Bible translators working with a people group
in the Amazon rainforest, much of our prayer life has
been fueled by our own experience and by reports
and prayer requests we receive from colleagues, both
in the same country and in other parts of the world.
However, over the years God has also laid other
prayer burdens on my heart.
For example, prayer requests from Sudan first caught
my attention when we were preparing to go to the
field as Bible translators back in 1975. From that
point on I always paid attention to prayer requests
from Sudan, and as it became more prominent in
the news I had plenty of fuel for my prayers. It was
over 30 years later that I finally met some Christians
from Sudan and heard their stories of how God had
preserved their lives. As I told them that I had been
praying for their country for over 30 years, what a
joy it was to hear: “Your prayers were answered!”
Recently I read with joy the news that Sudanese
refugees trained in the U.S. are now returning to
South Sudan to begin their own seminary. What an
12 example of resilience and commitment! From

the time the war with Iraq began about 10 years
ago, I have been praying for Iraqi Christians. From
the time of the Arab Spring I have been praying for
Egyptian Christians. In the process, I have searched
out information from various sources to get specific
information.
Being in mission for Christ results in action, both as
individuals and as congregations, under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. It is action that flows out of who
we are, resulting from having God’s heart and from a
growing understanding of our role in the larger body
of Christ. It is action that is conceived and nurtured
in prayer, dependent on the power of the Holy Spirit
for its outcome.
As a member of two faith missions (Wycliffe and
Lutheran Bible Translators), we have had to learn to
depend on God for His financial provision. This has
been a good training ground for us to learn to depend
on Him in many other areas of our lives. Working
in an area that is challenging on many levels—
politically, spiritually, logistically—we depend on
Him for protection. When the road is long and hard,
we depend on God to keep us faithful to His call on
our lives. As we work on the translation, we depend
on Him for wisdom and for ability in the language
to produce a translation that is faithful, clear and
natural.
We depend on the Holy Spirit to teach us how to be
Christians in the culture of the people we work with,
reflecting God’s character to a people group who
previously knew nothing of His Word. The Holy
Spirit gave us the confidence in what God promised
He would do during the years before we saw any of
the fruit in the people group among whom we work.
The Holy Spirit also gives us the confidence to believe
that He will continue His work after we are gone. He
will bring to completion all that He has begun.
From start to finish, being in mission for Christ is a
response to God’s invitation to join Him!
Note
1. Winter, Ralph D. and Bruce A Koch. All Humanity in
Mission Perspective A.D. 2008 “Finishing the Task:
The Unreached Peoples Challenge,” 531-546 . ♦

O r d i n at i o n s / I n s t a l l at i o n s
Rev. Dennis R.
Beckmann

was
ordained
at
Evangelical
Lutheran Church,
front, l-r: Don Koester, Pastors Dennis Mankato, KS, on
Beckmann, Dennis Klinker, Dave Kramer,
Joann Kramer; back, l-r: Pastors Thomas April 7, 2013.

Rev. Rene D.
Vega

Pastor Dennis Klinker (Faith Lutheran, Osborne, KS)
led the service, assisted by Don Koester (president of
Evangelical Lutheran).

was ordained and
installed as associate pastor at
l-r: Pastors Rene D. Vega, Marilyn Iglesia Cristiana
González and Pablo N. Aymat
Luterana Genesis
(Genesis Christian Lutheran Church), Trujillo
Alto, Puerto Rico, on April 28, 2013. Pastor Pablo
Aymat officiated at the service, with other pastors
participating.

Dennis, a former Smith County, KS, resident and
member of St. John Lutheran Church of Athol, KS,
studied for the ministry at Beyond the River Academy.
Many members of St. John’s travelled to Mankato
to participate in the service. Dennis has served as
a called pastor at Evangelical Lutheran since April
2012.

Rene received a B.S. in science from the Univ. of
Puerto Rico and a Bachelor’s in Pastoral Studies
from Theological University of the Caribbean. He
served three years as a pastor in Puerto Rico while
completing his MBA in counseling from Phoenix
University, Puerto Rico. He then completed his M.
Div. at Christian Theological Seminary in Indiana.

Dennis and his wife, Kathy, have three grown sons
and four grandchildren. ♦

Rene and his wife, Noelia Quinones, have two
children, Zabdiel and Milady. ♦

Sahl and Don McMillan

—Submitted by Warren Baker

Rev. John
Fraser

was installed
as pastor at
Word of God
l-r: Pastors Bill White, Rod Stepehson, Larry L u t h e r a n
Lystig, John Fraser, Trina Peterson, Justin
C h u r c h ,
Kollmeyer and Knox Herndon
Peachtree, GA,
on January 27, 2013. Pastor Rod Stephenson (LCMC),
Pastor Bill White (NALC) service committee president
Bill Drury and vice president Tim Ruck participated
in the service. Pastor Larry Lystig (Pastor Emeritus,
Word of God) presided at the Holy Communion
worship service.
John graduated from Gettysburg Lutheran Theological
Seminary in 2005, and was ordained in June 2005 in
Altoona, PA. He served two previous churches before
being called to Word of God Lutheran Church. John
and his wife, Cara, have been married for 15 years. ♦
—Submitted by Carolyn Lystig

—Submitted by Pablo N. Aymat

Rev. Fred Schumacher

was ordained at Highland Lutheran
Church, Outlook, MT, on February
10, 2013. Pastor John Gerdts (Living Waters Church, Sun Prairie, WI)
led the service. Participating were
Steve Bethal (Sun Prairie, WI) who
l-r: Ellen Sedgwick presented the stole, and Ellen Sedgand Pastor Fred wick, Highland Lutheran council
Schumacher
president. Also in attendance was
Pastor David Curtwright (retired) .
Fred studied at Spirit Life Institute, Madison, WI, and
The Master’s Institute, Minneapolis, MN, before accepting the one-year call to Highland Lutheran. In addition to his duties as pastor and sole staff member at
Highland, he also serves as pastor of Faith Lutheran
Church, Wanso, MT. He is excited to work in an area
where God’s love is so needed—the “Oil Patch” is on
its way—please pray! ♦
—Submitted by Fred Schumacher
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2013 A nnual G athering
— Kristy Thomas, LCMC Communications/PR Specialist
Date: October 6-9, 2013
Location: Adoba Hotel — Dearborn, Michigan
More Info: www.lcmc.net
Click on Events, then on Annual Gathering

What would happen in your congregation if every

As a special treat, we have reserved the Henry Ford
Museum on Tuesday night. Tickets are an additional
$40.00 per person and cover dinner, plus evening admission to the entire museum (a $17 value). Tickets
will sell out fast, so register early!

household could give freely with generosity and joy?
It seems we in the American church have a priority
problem, and the challenge is to release generosity
among our people. If we can recapture our commitment to making disciples, generosity will
Sunday, October 6
come. This year’s Annual Gathering will
give us a chance to think about how we
4:00 Registration Opens
can become more generous in our finan5:30 Dinner
cial stewardship and more clear about
7:00 Opening Worship
our discipleship. If we can recapture our
Rev. Derek Johnson
commitment to making disciples, gener8:30 Dessert and Fellowship
osity will come.

Join with other pastors, leaders and
church members from all over the world
as Lutheran Congregations in Mission for
Christ celebrates its 13th Annual Gathering in historic Dearborn, MI.
Keynote speakers include:
• Pr. Kyle Idelman, author of the book,
Not a Fan
• Mr. Chuck Bentley, CEO of Crown
Financial Ministries
• Pr. Enrique Estrada, Executive
Director of Mission Mexico Interna    tional and member of the LCMC
Board of Trustees.
The event will also feature two worship
services, over 75 vendors, more than 30
special breakout sessions, local music,
Bible study and opportunities for fellowship and networking.
But what trip to the Motor City would
14 be complete without—er—motors?

Monday, October 8
Breakfast at Hotels
8:00
8:30

Registration Opens
Bible Study
Rev. Sue Gunderson
9:00 Opening and Welcome
9:15 Intro of Board and Staff
9:30 Keynote Speaker
Kyle Idelman
10:30 Break
11:00 Keynote Speaker
Kyle Idelman
12:00 Lunch
1:30 Intro of District Leaders/
   Certifiers/New Congregations & Pastors/Seminar  ians/Military Chaplains
2:00 Report of the Service
Coordinator
Rev. Mark Vander Tuig
3:00 Opening Business Session
4:00 Introduction to Breakouts
4:15 Break
4:30 Breakout Session 1
5:30 Area Caucuses
6:00 District Dinner Night
(optional)

Tuesday, October 7
Breakfast at Hotels
8:30 Bible Study
Rev. John Lewis
9:00 Keynote Speaker
Chuck Bentley
10:00 Break
10:30 Keynote Speaker
Chuck Bentley
11:30 International Focus
Pr. Tom Lovan and
Pr. Samuel Chim
12:00 Lunch
1:30 Business Session
2:30 Breakout Session 2
3:30 Break
4:00 Breakout Session 3
5:00 Move Back into Session
5:30 Area Caucuses/Election
of Board Members
6:00 Dinner in the Henry
Ford Museum (optional)

Wednesday, October 8
Breakfast at Hotels
8:30 Bible Study
Rev. David Gran
9:00 Keynote Speaker
Rev. Enrique Estrada
10:00 Break
11:30 Closing Worship Service
with Holy Communion
Rev. Greg Wallace

Schedule tentative and subject to change

Devotional Series . . .

The Joys and Challenges of Ministry
— Pastor Warren Baker
“But, you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” ” — 1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)

As

I thought about writing this article, I asked
myself, “What is important?” I am certain that the
Holy Spirit gave direction. I enlisted some help from
Pastor Mark Brickzen, a “thirty-plus-year” pastor,
and from Pastor Ingrid Aderhold, a “new, threeyear” pastor. Some of you might say I was pulling a
“Tom Sawyer,” but the reality is my thoughts were
on Galatians 6:2, that we are to “bear one anotherʼs
burdens.” So, the following comes from two pastors
I call my friends in Christ.
— Pastor Warren Baker, Jackson, MN

to balance the joys of freedom with the challenges;
and, as we seek to stand fast therefore in the liberty,
and not let ourselves be burdened again by a yoke of
slavery.
— Mark Brickzin, Hatton, ND

To me, the joys of being part of LCMC are embodied
in Galatians 5:1. I sought for many years to be in
ministry with a “body,” which, while acknowledging
the authority of Scripture, was also more flexible with
its own governing structure, allowing freedom to its
pastors and congregations. Prior to this, I had been
involved in groups more liberal in theology, yet rigid
in polity, as well as with theologically conservative
groups that had an inflexible structure.

Plenty of times I have shoveled my way into the
church building in order to build a fire in the wood
stove, and worked while wrapped in a blanket. There
are no pension plans or benefits packages. There are
no funds for curriculum, supplies, props, etc. We have
no musicians, no internet or long-distance phone
services. The tithes cover the expenses, but not a
salary. Our congregation survives on the benevolence
of individuals and other churches. We live on grace,
and that leads to true joy.

I have appreciated in LCMC the solid boundaries of
a commitment to the Word of God and the Lutheran
confessions, but equally so, having the willingness to
flex and bend when it comes to methodology. But that
also embodies some of the challenges of LCMC.
After years of experiencing uniformity, it has been
difficult for me to think and operate without the old
structures. Too much tradition, not enough tradition!
Both represent extremes and challenges. It was
difficult to plow new ground when old traditions
stood in the way, but I also found it equally difficult
to hold things together without any traditions to
provide some solid anchoring.
As LCMC continues to grow and mature, I hope we
can face the future with grace and faith, as we attempt

As I ponder the joys and challenges of ministry, I
realize I have a limited perspective since I am just
three years into my first call. I’m told many first calls
are small congregations in rural/remote locations,
thus the challenges.

We are not fooled into thinking we can make it on
our own, as individuals or as a faith community.
We rely on God. We have a dynamic prayer group.
Non-church members will ask for prayer in times of
trouble because they see the power of the Holy Spirit
here. We don’t plan outreach—our members live
their faith in the world.
The joy of my ministry is that God is at work, and I
am just along for the ride. When the smells and bells,
the glitz and glamour, are not available, one can truly
see the power of the Gospel message. It carries itself.
It only needs to be spoken. I have the privilege and
joy to do just that.
— Ingrid Aderhold, Pierce, Idaho ♦
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7000 Sheldon Road
Canton, MI 48187

Dates to Remember

June 27-30 Youth Encounter IMPACT
St. Louis Union Station Marriott
St. Louis, Missouri
September 1 Last Day for Annual
Gathering Early Bird Registration
October 6-9 Annual Gathering
Adoba Hotel
Dearborn, Michigan
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