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We are an association of congregations and individuals, free in Christ,
accountable to one another, rooted in Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions,
and working together to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission
to go and make disciples of all nations.
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Annual Gathering Offers
Variety of Breakout Sessions

in Mission for Christ

Lutheran Congregations

I f you haven’t registered yet for the Annual

Gathering, there’s still time! Don’t miss the
opportunity for fellowship and worship with
others in our association. Visit our website
at www.lcmc.net to register, or contact
Cathy Nichol at (734) 788-7476.
The theme for the Annual Gathering is
Ambassadors for Christ, and the numerous
options for each of the three breakout
sessions offer learning opportunities to
help participants be just that: more effective
ambassadors for Christ. Listed below are
the tentative breakout sessions planned for
this year’s event.

Breakout Session I
•

Estonia: Tartu Academy of
Theology—Pr. Eenok Haamer

•

Bylaw Committee Q & A

•

Thriving as a Small Congregation—
Rev. Mark Vander Tuig

•

Women of the Word—Cindy White

•

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

•

Call Process in LCMC—
Rev. Dr. Paul Spaulding

•

Prayer—Rev. Dr. Gemechis D. Buba

•

LCMC Lutheran Men—
Perry Petersen

•

Children’s Ministry: Parents as the
Primary Disciplemaker—
Denise Ginsburg

•

Stewardship: Crown Financial
Ministries—Candice Vander Tuig

Breakout Session II
•

What in Haiti Are You Doing?—
Rev. Rusty Bailey

•

Q & A—Rev. Reggie McNeal,
Leadership Network of Dallas, TX

•

Pension & Benefits—
One America and Johnson-McCann

•

Evangelism Panel—
Rev. Fred Baltz and Rev. Jaynan Clark

•

Call Process in LCMC—
Rev. Dr. Paul Spaulding

•

Lonely Scripture...or Only
Scripture?—Pr. Steven King, Sola
Publishing

•

Church Renewal: Turn Your Church
Inside Out—Dr. Kent Hunter, Church
Doctor Ministries
... continued on page 13

From the Board...
— Rev. Bruce Gamache

In Mission for Christ
Recent events in Colorado have given witness to our

human frailty. We are vulnerable to the ravages of fire
and storm. We are threatened by the depraved condition
of humanity.  LCMC will gather in Denver this October
for a different kind of witness.
Ambassadors for Christ is our theme and equipping
the saints is our goal, that every individual in the
priesthood of believers might share a vital message
with the world: in spite of natural disaster and human
debauchery we can be reconciled to God, each other
and the creation we are meant to care for.
We ask our Father in heaven to keep the presence
of Jesus foremost: in our minds, on our lips, in our

hearts.  We ask the Holy Spirit to inspire and empower
us to reach out to our neighbor with the message: be
reconciled to God in Christ Jesus.
As Ambassadors for Christ we are given authority
to speak the truth in love to everyone—not as a
condemnation, but as an invitation to come and see
what God has waiting for us as a gift of grace. Everyone
should receive the invitation and Anyone can receive
the gift.
“In Christ” we have redemption through his blood;
“In Christ” we have forgiveness of our trespasses;
“In Christ” we have wisdom and insight into God’s will;
“In Christ” we have obtained an inheritance in heaven;
“In Christ” we have the Word of Truth, the Gospel;
“In Christ” we are sealed with the promised Holy Spirit;
and “In Christ” we have every spiritual blessing in
heavenly places. — Ephesians 1:1-14 excerpt

Historically, Lutherans have been pretty good at
cultivating personal piety. However, on the issue
... continued on page 3
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“For it is by grace you have been
saved through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no one
can boast.”
Ephesians 2:8-9

Financial Snapshot

Board Business

—Kirk Dean,

—Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson,

Treasurer, LCMC Board of Trustees

Secretary, LCMC Board of Trustees

It is a pleasure to be able to report that the financial

• The Board of Trustees met in Denver, Colorado,

position of LCMC remains strong, with revenue
exceeding expenditures again for the months of June
and July.
In July we received $35,000 from Thrivent Financial,
which will once again be used to support the Annual
Gathering expenses in October. Please take the
opportunity when you can to thank Thrivent for their
continued support of LCMC programs and mission.
On another positive note: in July we made our first
$50,000 contribution into our new LCMC Endowment
account with the Lutheran Community Foundation. It
will be exciting to see this endowment grow and be
used for the goals and mission of LCMC.
Finally, I would mention again that this association
will be in need of a new treasurer this fall. Those of
you who might be interested and qualified should
contact me or one of the other board members or staff
for questions and interest that you may have. I have
certainly found the last seven years in this position to
be very rewarding.
Kirk E. Dean
1957 E. Rose Creek Parkway S.
Fargo, ND 58104-6839
Home: 701.298.3145
Cell: 701.793.0052
Fax: 701.298.3201 ♦
LCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMC

From the Board, continued from page 2. . .
of evangelism we still have lots of room to grow.
Ambassadors are not spiritual “door to door”
salesmen. Ambassadors are not “ivory tower”
gatekeepers. Ambassadors are those who surrender
their body, mind and spirit to become the voice, the
hands, the heart of Jesus to others in a world littered
with broken relationships.
Bruce Gamache ♦

to review progress on the Annual Gathering
convention center plans.

• Mark Vander Tuig, Kip Tyler and John Waak

reported on their trip to Ethiopia for the EECMY
Theological Conference.

• Rev. Abdi Tadase and his wife Sumaye (Ethiopia)
were invited to share their faith/ministry story at
the Gathering.

• Mark reported that the By-laws Task Force work

is completed and now up for review. They will be
mailed out prior to the Gathering for congregation
perusal.

• Mark explained his vision of the qualifications

and job description for a new position of
Coordinator for New Ministry Development.

• Lutherans for Life invited LCMC to attend and

bring greetings at their annual convention in
August in the Chicago area. (Martha Nelson
represented LCMC; Mark attended the Texas
Regional Meeting held at the same time.)

• We

ask congregations to uphold in prayer
those congregations under siege legally in their
transition from a former church body to LCMC.

• Kirk Dean updated the Board on the progress

for the Endowment Fund. Lutheran Community
Foundation fits well with LCMC.

• Staff job reviews will be held in August. ♦
Article Deadline for
4 th Q uarter Newslet ter:

November 5, 2012
Send to:
joyminion@gmail.com
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Today’s Word: One

— Tony Stoutenburg

The word of the day is One. Not the number; the
state of being.
I was recently at an LCMC gathering where
someone spoke winsomely of ‘hopeful signs from
Rome’ for future church unity. Oy vey.
Many of us can quote parts of Augsburg 7
verbatim. The Confessional emphasis on Word
preached and Sacraments practiced is the reason
that LCMC can exist. We are a diverse lot: albdonners and flip-flop wearers; incense burners
and praise chorus crooners; hands in the air or
hands in the pockets ... these are things about
which the Scriptures demand no uniformity
(which is English for adiaphora.)
For some reason we still get a hankering deep
within us for some sort of institutional unity. But
to turn “That they may be one” into a mission
statement is to cherry-pick and misrepresent
what Jesus prays in John 17. In verse 11, He asks
the Father to “keep them in your name ... that
they may be one, even as we are one” (ESV).
The Trinity is a sublime mystery. I defy anyone
to explain how merging two or more earthly
corporate structures into one denominational
entity will make us more like the Trinity! It sure
didn’t work for any of our predecessor church
bodies.
I believe that Jesus’ prayer is answered on
Pentecost. It is the coming of the Spirit that
makes us One; not any ceremony pushing candle
parts together or restructuring judicatories.
If I am right about that, then we are already one.
Living that out for the sake of the world is
something I will say more about next time. ♦
Editor’s Note:
Tony wants suggestions for words—send them to:
joyminion@gmail.com.
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DNA of LCMC

— Paul Spaulding,
LCMC Pastoral Certification Coordinator

LCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMC

During a recent meeting, Mark Vander Tuig had us
go around the room and share thoughts on the DNA
of LCMC. Here is a condensation of the comments.
LCMC could be described as “a church for grownups.” LCMC has a “centered freedom,” is “organic,”
and is built on “networking.”
LCMC congregations are “independent but not autonomous;” they have “freedom and responsibility.” LCMC has “structure but not bureaucracy,” and
strives to “keep the main thing the main thing.”
LCMC is “Lutheran and a-political at the same time.”
We seek to be “New Testament Lutherans.”
An organizational principle is, “It seemed good to
the Holy Spirit and to us.” (See Acts 15:28). It is “A
first century church for the 21st century.” And LCMC
is blessed to be “international.”
No doubt there are other phrases that describe this
movement called LCMC, and each of those listed
above could use explanation and expansion. But
grasping and living out the wisdom of the LCMC
DNA is essential for our ministries. The temptation
to slip back into systems we have known is always
there. May we always remain “Free in Christ and
accountable to one another.”
Has your church sponsored a
short-term missions trip?
Have your yout h worked on special
projects in your community?
Are your women’s groups ser ving in
special ways?
We’d love to hear about it!
Send to:

joyminion@gmail.com

A Word from Mark...
— Mark Vander Tuig,
LCMC Service Coordinator

Our annual convention and gathering is coming up!

(Denver, Colorado, October 7-10.) If you have never
been to a national gathering and convention, I would
encourage you to do so. It is like a family reunion
with family you like! It is where you get a real sense
of who we are and what we are all about. We sing,
pray with and for each other, worship, learn, think
and wonder about what the Lord intends to do with
us. Above all, we desire to remain focused on our
mission—helping our congregations find new ways
to fulfill the Great Commission.
This year we will be addressing some by-laws
changes and additions. Every congregation has or
will receive a printed copy of the by-laws in the mail,
and they can also be found on our website.
Someone asked me what is the nature of the
relationship between congregations in LCMC. I
think it is like the relationship between adult children
of the same parents. We know each other and have
much in common, but are focused on the work of
the Kingdom in front of us. If someone calls, we will
offer help and support.
But we also need to learn how to ask for help, so we
look to those around us or those we know who are
already doing the things we are interested in. Districts
and fellowship groups are forming all over the U.S.
and they can be a tremendous resource. And we rely
on the Holy Spirit to lead, guide and direct.
Someone else described us as a college campus
without sidewalks. We have all seen a campus where
there are nice sidewalks that no one uses. Instead,

there are “paths” all over the campus where the
students walk. We are not going to just do it “the
way we have always done it”—throw down a ton of
concrete that no one really wants. Instead, we will
wait to see where the Spirit is leading and invest in
those directions instead.
I believe one of the directions that the Spirit is
leading is to learn how to reach those who don’t
know Jesus. I have seen remarkable innovations in
our congregations who have decided they want to
reach their communities with the Gospel. More of us
need to step out in faith and try some new things—
we don’t need to “think outside the box, we need to
think inside the Book.”
Read the book of Acts—you will find a church that
was on fire with the Gospel, sharing Jesus with their
communities, raising up their children and caring for
each other. They were no different than us. In Acts
4:13, they (those first disciples) were described as
“common, unschooled men, but that they had been
with Jesus.” If they could be useful to God, then so
can we. We have the same Holy Spirit and I know
that we can find our voice!
One of the most effective ways to reach those who
are far from a relationship with Jesus is to plant new
churches, new congregations. I believe the Lord is
calling us to do just that. This is one of the ways that
we are going to carry out the Great Commission.
You will hear more about this in Denver, but I am
excited for the days ahead and believe that the best is
yet to come! ♦
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The 500 Project of the LCMC CrossAlone District
— Brad Jenson and David Norland

The 500 Project is a multi-year program of study

focused on the history and theology of The Lutheran
Reformation. The project gets its name from the
coming commemoration of the 500th anniversary of
The Lutheran Reformation on October 31, 2017. The
objective of the program is to deepen the participants’
understanding and appreciation of the very center
of our Lutheran heritage as expressed most clearly
and prominently by Martin Luther’s theology of the
cross. This was highlighted in recent history by the
scholarship of the Luther Renaissance, which began
in the 20th century.
The project begins by focusing
on a biography of Martin Luther
by the late Dr. James M. Kittleson
titled Luther the Reformer: The
Man and His Career. The author
was an renowned historian of the
Reformation era, Professor of
Church History and Director of the
Lutheran Brotherhood Foundation
Dr. Kittleson
Reformation Research Program at
Luther Seminary. Dr. Kittleson’s biography of Martin
Luther is appreciated for its readability and for its
overview of Reformation history.
Kittleson’s biography of Luther is divided into five
parts. The brief overview of the book provided here
gives individuals and congregations an idea of the
book’s content. For those who wish to undertake a
study of the book, we have provided an online link
to a free study guide. The study guide was first used
at New Life Lutheran Church in Duluth, Minnesota,
this spring. We gathered for a two-hour session each
week for five weeks and discussed one part of the
book (three or four chapters) each week.

P art O ne : T he F ormation of the Y oung M an
“Do what is in you!” This was the message of the
Church that Luther heard throughout his childhood.
Luther was challenged to work hard for his bread
and for his salvation. If anyone could be saved by
6

doing what was within them, surely it was he. Yet he
had no peace.

P art T wo : T he G enesis of the R eformer
Martin Luther’s appointment as a professor of
theology at the University of Wittenberg and his
study of the Scriptures led him to post the 95 Theses
to challenge the Church’s theology and practice of
selling indulgences. This led Luther to his initial
conflict with Rome.

P art T hree : A n O utlaw ’ s W ork
Kittleson delights in reviewing the threats against
Luther and what they ultimately produced. As the
Church moved step by step toward branding him
a heretic, Luther continued to preach Christ alone.
The Address to the German Nobility, the Babylonian
Captivity of the Church, and the Freedom of the
Christian were Luther’s written responses to the
threats. The Gospel was the one authority for
Christian life and the one message Luther faithfully
delivered at his condemnation at Leipzig, his many
writings from Wartburg, and his blazing return to the
fray in Wittenberg in 1521.

Part Four: The True Church
One of the prominent and popular scholars of the
day was the humanist Erasmus of Rotterdam, with
whom Luther had an important debate regarding the
question of free will and salvation. Luther defended
the all-sufficiency of God’s grace for salvation.
Luther’s concern for the truth of the real presence of
Christ’s body and blood in the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper was made clear in his disagreement with the
Sacramentarians, who professed a purely symbolic
understanding of Christ’s presence in the sacrament.
In this section, Kittleson also covers Luther’s writing
of the Large and Small Catechisms and provides a
good overview of the Diet of Augsburg.

P art F ive : T he M ature L uther
Luther’s weakness and points of rage are taken hand
in hand with his love of the Gospel and keenness to

comfort the conscience. Kittleson will not allow his
reader to praise the young Luther and condemn the
old, but presents us with the whole man who in his
last sermon preached to turn away from the lies of
the world’s wisdom to Christ Jesus and His Word.
***
We agree with the statement on the back cover of the
book that Dr. James Kittleson has written “a powerful
and readable life story of the great reformer.” We
hope you are inspired to organize a book study in
your congregation. A PDF file of our free study guide
to Luther the Reformer can be downloaded from the
New Life Lutheran Church of Duluth, Minnesota,
web site: www.newlifelc.org
For our next submission on The 500 Project (in
2013) in By the Word, we will highlight a resource
produced by the CrossAlone District titled The

Prepare/Enrich

—Pam Hulstrand

If you found out that one thing gave couples a 31%
greater chance of not only staying married, but
staying happily married, would you do it? Of course
you would. What is that one thing? Pre-marital
counseling that is structured and intentional.
Do you happen to be one of those ministers or
seminarians who feels ill-equipped for this vital
task? This is where PREPARE/ENRICH comes in—it
has been called “the single most effective tool for
helping couples.” For over 30 years, PREPARE/
ENRICH has been the #1 guide for helping couples
explore and strengthen their relationships.
What makes PREPARE/ENRICH assessments appealing, both for the couple taking it and to the clergy/
facilitators working with them? 1) It is all done online, and facilitators have immediate access to a 18page report giving detailed background and information about the couple before meeting with them.
2) It is all customized. The information gathered is
customized, depending upon whether the couple is
dating, engaged or married, cohabiting or not, have
children already, are older or come from different
cultural or religious backgrounds.

Cross and the Crown. This is an eight-session study
of Lutheran basics and is available from Kirk House
Publishers (www.lkirkhouse.com).
The LCMC CrossAlone District is a non-geographic
district of pastors, congregations, and laity whose
aim is to pass the torch of the Reformation to the
next generation. We encourage you to check out the
CrossAlone website for an array of helpful written
material that can be used in your congregation (www.
crossalone.us). ♦

Rev. Brad Jenson is a pastor emeritus of LCMC and is the
volunteer coordinator of the CrossAlone District.
Rev. David Norland serves as the pastor at New Life
Lutheran Church in Duluth, Minnesota.

PREPARE/ENRICH Training and Certification
As a Prepare/Enrich Seminar Director, I can help you
learn all you need to know to feel confident in:
• Interpreting the computerized results of the
inventory, and
• Using exercises in working with the couples in six
core areas such as communication and conflict
resolution.
I am available to either come to your church/
community to conduct a 1-day training workshop or
to help you connect with another Seminar Director
near you. Discounts are available for being the
hosting church. I am also available to come and train
your lay leaders in becoming Marriage Mentors using
the Prepare Enrich materials. This is an effective
ministry in multiplying the support to couples in
your congregations.
We all know the heartache of married couples in
our churches who are struggling or who divorce. I
encourage you to implement this one thing in order
to know the joy of couples who are committed and
happily married. ♦
For more information, contact Pam Hulstrand,
Prepare/Enrich Seminar Director, at:
612-741-6613
pamhul@earthlink.net
onbendedkneeministries.wordpress.com 7

Lutheran Men

— Perry Petersen
President, Lutheran Men

Abiding Word Calls
First Pastor

—Rev. Martin Moore,

Pastor, Abiding Word Lutheran Church

Men, plan now to attend the first breakout session
for Lutheran Men (LM) at our Annual Gathering in
Denver!
Our first breakout session will be held to review the
past year and to elect three new officers:
•

Treasurer — Barry Brown has served two terms.

•

New member to the Grant Request Committee
— Dan Gorell has served his two terms on the
committee.

•

President — I have fulfilled my two terms as
president of Lutheran Men.

If you have anyone whom you would like to volunteer
to fill these offices, please be prepared to nominate
them at our business breakout session. The other
positions have been filled by the current officers, as
they will each serve another three-year term.
The second breakout session will focus on how to
build a ministry for men. Pastor Wilson Metz, Word
of Hope Lutheran Church, Ashland, Nebraska, will
give a presentation entitled “No Man Left Behind
Model.” This session teaches how to build a ministry
for men in your church, fulfilling the request to
provide Bible studies for LM.
LM continues to grow each year with more
churches, more men and more Key men, along with
more contributions donated to both the Buck-aMonth (B-A-M) Loan Fund and the Committee of
100 (Gift Fund).
The newly elected President and treasurer will have a
challenge to keep the ball rolling along successfully.
Godspeed to all of you. See you in Denver. ♦
For more information, please visit the LCMC
website at: www.lcmc.net
or contact Perry at: perryp@aol.com
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Washington County, Texas, has long been known as

a place for pioneers willing to take on a challenge—a
place for new beginnings. In June 2011, a meeting
was held to explore planting a new Lutheran Church
in Brenham, Texas.
The name Abiding Word Lutheran Church was
chosen to reflect the group’s belief that Scripture is
the inspired Word of God and that the word abiding
means continuing without change. Of course, Word
refers to God’s Holy Word as recorded in Scripture,
and to Christ, and thereby to the Trinity. Thus, the
name reflects the congregation’s passionate belief
that the Triune God is always with us, continuing
without change, and the Holy Scriptures—through
which we know Him—also continue without change.
Their first worship service was October 2, 2011.
I was privileged to be installed as pastor on May 6,
2012. My wife Denise and I moved to Brenham after
serving a congregation in Victoria, British Columbia,
for the past eight years. We have two married
daughters and one granddaughter.
I served as a pastor among Churches of Christ
for three decades, but a close study of Luther’s
Heidelberg Disputation and his debate with Erasmus
caused me to reach out to the LCMC. Contemporary
authors Gerhard Forde and James Nestingen have
also shaped my understandings.
We look forward to what God will do with this dedicated group of believers at Abiding Word. It is exciting to see how much He has already accomplished
among His people as we hold forth His grace to those
around us. ♦
For more information, visit:
www.abidingwordbrenham.org
or call Pastor Moore: 979-551-6222
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Hope Lutheran Church
Cedar Hill, Texas
Know,
follow,
and serve
Jesus

Hope

Lutheran Church in Cedar Hill, Texas, a
southern-most suburb of Dallas, will be celebrating
its 30th anniversary on November, 7, 2012. Here are
a few details about our history and a brief look at
how Hope is embracing its mission.
Sixty-six congregants were present for Hope’s first
service as a mission plant in 1982. On March 6, 1983,
Hope became an official ALC congregation. They
worshiped in their newly-built building in 1985. In
1988 they became part of the ELCA, and then left
the ELCA to join the LCMC and NALC in 2010. In their
30-year history, Hope has had four pastors: Rev.
Howard Ollila (1982-1988), Rev. David Eibel (19882000), Rev. Joel Berthelsen (2000-present), and Rev.
Wendy Berthelsen (2006-present).
As time passed, Hope recognized that its collective
story is the individual story of each member. They
have gathered for worship and to be equipped for
service by learning to hear the Word of God through
encounters like the Timothy Project (Wendy’s threeyear encounter with the Word of God), small groups,
call-seminars, and various other gatherings in Jesus’
name.

These gatherings are only one-quarter of church,
and none exist as the end goal. We gather to propel
us towards the goal: to transform the world through
the Gospel. Church—ekklesia, literally meaning
called-out-ones—is also each of the baptized living
out their call at home, in the workplace, and outand-about in the world.
Hope’s story is about Doug giving guidance on the
school board, Tammy giving direction as an assistant
principal, Elizabeth helping HIV patients as a social
worker, Harriette praying for fellow residents in
the halls at her assisted-living home, Janice loving
students in her school library, Cathy serving people
and their health as a nurse, Kelly faithfully being there
for her four girls, and Carrie helping the students
in her class succeed. Hope is the cumulative story
of Jesus’ called-out-ones transforming the world in
Jesus’ name.
Transformation is happening as each member
answers the call. ♦   
—Submitted by Pastor Joel Berthelsen
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B aptism O utreach
The thought came to me about twenty months ago,
seemingly out of nowhere: “Announce to the community
that you are inviting those who are not baptized (or
don’t know if they’re baptized) to come to a Baptism
Celebration. Preach the Gospel in a public place, ask for a
response to the message and, right there, baptize those
who welcome the Good News of Jesus Christ!”
It sounded so refreshingly simple. My spirit resonated
with the thought of reaching people we likely would
never connect with by traditional methods of outreach.
Furthermore, I wasn’t even thinking about evangelism
when the idea came into my head—and I have learned to
pay attention when thoughts come to me in this manner.
Sometimes it’s the Holy Spirit. I am also cautious about
such feelings. Feelings can easily lead us astray.
I searched the Scriptures. I discussed the concept with
our other two pastors at Trinity, consulted fellow LCMC
pastors and sought the approval of the Trinity Church
Council. There were green lights all over.
I knew that the implementation of it, as I pictured it
anyway, was in harmony with Scripture—if not with how
we Lutherans usually present baptism. Usually, we make
people jump through a bunch of ecclesiastical hoops
before we’re willing to baptize them—they need to show
they’re committed to attending worship services, then
the pastor pays them a visit, then they’re invited to a
New Member (Adult Confirmation) Class, and so forth.
We do that process here at Trinity, and I appreciate the
reasoning for it.
But what about the growing ranks of people—many
of whom are “God-fearers,” and some of whom may
even know Jesus—who view the church with suspicion,
or who have been hurt by their pastor or others in the
church, or who have had little or no history at all with
the church? There are many, I fear, who are not likely to
respond positively to our usual forms of invitation, much
less welcome the gauntlet of expectations most mainline
churches place in their path. Some see themselves as
“outsiders.” Some fear that if they did attend a worship
service, they wouldn’t know how to act. We need to meet
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in

N ebraska

—Submitted by Tim White

people where they are, just as God has met us where we
are through Christ.
We scheduled the event for Sunday evening, July 29,
2012. We extended an invitation to anyone not baptized
to come and enjoy a free picnic dinner in a city park,
to hear a message about God’s love for them, and to
receive the gift of baptism. At the beginning of the
month we plastered the town with posters. We released
a “Community Digest” announcement to the local paper
and began running announcements on five local radio
stations. The publicity also included announcements at
worship services, church newsletter articles, word of
mouth, and three newspaper ads the last week of July.
Our Friday Men’s Breakfast group agreed to buy
hamburger patties and grill them. The Church Council
took responsibility for the rest of the food and the serving
setup. A local manufacturer provided the use of a new
plastic livestock water tank for use as a baptistery.
One week prior to the event I preached a sermon on
evangelism and baptism, and encouraged congregation
members to attend the Baptism Celebration for the
purpose of welcoming our guests and to add their
“energy” to the event by their numbers. By the time the
ads appeared there was a palpable, positive “buzz” in
town about the event.
On Sunday afternoon the temperature topped 100
degrees, but 130 people came out to enjoy the picnic. I
was pleased that a good number of those who came were
Trinity members. I was especially pleased that close to
half were people we had not seen before. Trinity people
got into the spirit of the event, going out of their way to
welcome our guests and getting to know them.
After Pastor Doug Zurek officially welcomed everyone
and led us in prayer, the meal was served, guests first.
We had an audio system set up and played recorded
music during the meal. After we had eaten, our praise
quartet sang How Deep the Father’s Love For Us. Then
I spoke for only 9 or 10 minutes, explaining the Gospel
of salvation and inviting those who trusted in Christ for
forgiveness of sin to come and be baptized.

There was a brief teaching on the
meaning of baptism, an instruction
on the importance of finding Christian
community (no pressure to join our
church) and why being in a faith
community with other believers
is essential. Then I led a prayer of
commitment.

There seems to be ample precedent
in the Bible. On the day of Pentecost,
Peter preached the Good News. It says,
“Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand
were added to their number that day”
(Acts 2:41). In Acts, Chapter 8, Phillip
preached to the people of Samaria,
and “when they believed Phillip as he
preached the good news of the kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized” (vv. 12-13), right
then, on the spot.

There was tremendous celebration as
30 people stepped forward for baptism.
We gave them three options for the
mode of baptism—full immersion in the
plastic tank, water poured over their
heads, or immersion in the nearby Loup
River (which still had a flow of water in
spite of the drought).
Adults and children
alike were baptized,
including two babies.

Later, the same thing happened when
Phillip shared the Gospel with the
Ethiopian official. The
man said, “Look, here
is water. What is to
prevent me from being baptized?” (Acts
8:36). And right there,
he and Phillip got
down into the water
by the road and Phillip
baptized him.

Those baptized had
earlier completed Certificate information
forms that included
address and telephone information.
This was so we could
bring them baptism
certificates later on,
but more importantly,
do follow-up ministry
when delivering the certificates.

Of course, as of this
writing, we’re only
beginning our followup.
We’re hoping
what comes next will
lead to deeply spiritual conversations
with people we otherwise would
not have had opportunity to reach.
It certainly isn’t the usual route of
catechesis followed by baptism, but
it appears the Baptism Celebration
has opened a door through which
people were willing to enter. We have
yet to see what God will do with this
process, but it’s already produced
some good fruit, and we’re remaining
open to the Spirit’s movement and
prompting. ♦

We Lutherans believe baptism is
God’s doing. We call it a “means of
grace.” I think God intended the
Baptism Celebration to happen, and
that it would demonstrate God’s
unencumbered grace for people who,
too frequently, feel judged. And if, as
we believe, God unites us with Christ
in His death and resurrection through
baptism, then why not baptize those
who hear and receive the Gospel,
and see what God does?

Photos courtesy of Tim White

For more information,
contact Pastor Tim at
twhite@megavision.com
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O r d i n at i o n /I n s t a l l at i o n
Rev. Shawn Smith
was ordained at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Maumee, OH,
on May 27, 2012. Pastors Roger Miller, Paul Doerfler and
Tom Schaeffer presided at the service.
Pastor Shawn was born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA. He
earned a degree in psychology from Duquesne University,
and received his Master of Divinity degree from Trinity
School for Ministry. His previous ministry experiences
include being on staff with the children’s ministry program
l-r: Pastors Roger Miller, Paul Doerfler, Shawn Smith
at Allegheny Center Alliance Church (ACAC) in inner city
and Tom Schaeffer
Pittsburgh, a one-year intense missionary program called
“Mission Year” in inner-city Atlanta, and rejoining the staff of ACAC to work with their youth ministry. He has
been a part of St. Paul’s Staff since the summer of 2008.
Shawn’s passion as a Christian and a pastor is to show others how the Gospel speaks practical love and hope
into everything we face in this broken world. This is particularly true in his work with teens. He desires to
make the truth of the Gospel real for them at their point of need.
Pastor Shawn and his wife Kendra have two children: Isaiah and Zoe. He loves hanging out with his family,
playing guitar, reading theology, hiking and coffee … lots and lots of coffee. ♦
—Submitted by Linda McKinsey

Pastor Don McMillan
was installed at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Blue Hill, NE, on July
8, 2012. Pastor Jamie Strickler, Bethel Lutheran, Holdrege,
NE, was the presiding pastor and preacher. The service was
well-attended by St. Paul members and ministry leaders
from the area. St. Paul Lutheran Church was established in
1898 and affiliated with LCMC in 2011. Pastor Dan Cosson
previously served St. Paul and retired in early 2012.
Pastor Don entered seminary in 1990 after a previous career
as an audiologist working in schools, industry and hearing aid
dispensing. Pastor Don comes to Blue Hill from Flagstaff, AZ,
where he had served as a chaplain with Hospice Compassus
in Flagstaff. He has also served as a Chaplain Resident at Legacy Emanuel Hospital in Portland, OR, as pastor
at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran in Flagstaff and as associate pastor of King of Glory Lutheran in Fountain
Valley, CA. Pastor Don and his wife Janis have been married for 28 years and have two children.
Front l-r: Pastors Dennis Klinker, Jamie Strickler, Don
McMillan, Joanne Kramer and Dave Kramer
Back l-r: Pastors Gale Dorn and Dave Beckman
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The discipleship emphasis of LCMC resonates strongly for Pastor Don, a native of Denver, CO. “Though my dad
was baptized as a teen, my family and I came to faith by The Great Commission at the invitation of neighbors
who welcomed us to Cross of Glory Lutheran Church. My mother was baptized on my fifth birthday, and I
was baptized alongside my brothers two weeks later.” Pastor Don has been active in church ever since, and
is passionate about journeying alongside others in faith. ♦
—Submitted by Pastor Don McMillan

Annual Gathering

Tentative Agenda

...continued from page 1

•

Not a Fan: What Does it Mean
to Follow Jesus?—
Jonathan Haseley

•

LCMC Lutheran Men: No Man
Left Behind—Rev. Wilson Metz

•

Survive and Thrive: Turning
Conflict into Growth—Dr.
Darrell Puls, Peacebridge
Ministries

Breakout Session III
•

Evangelism Panel—Rev. Fred
Baltz and Rev. Jaynan Clark

•

Ethiopia Network—Rev. Martha
Nelson

•

Board Talk—Rev. Kip Tyler and
Rev. Becky Lee, LCMC Board
of Trustees

•

Seminarians—Rev. April Dietz

•

LCMC Ministry Board

•

Inner City Ministry—Rev. Rick
Bezanson and Rev. Perry Kopatz

•

Youth & Family Ministry
Programs—Rev. Marcus Carlson

•

Lutheran Community
Foundation

•

Pension & Benefits—One
America and Johnson-McCann

•

Thriving as a Small
Congregation—
Rev. Mark Vander Tuig

•

Taking Your Church to the Next
Level—Rev. Dale Wolf ♦
Register now to attend the
breakout sessions
of interest to you!

Sunday, October 7

Tuesday, October 9

4:00
5:30
7:00

Breakfast at Hotels
8:30 Singing/Bible Study
Rev. Sean Kelly
9:00 Keynote Speaker
Rev. Reggie McNeal

8:30

Registration
Dinner
Opening Worship
Rev. Phil Reimers
Dessert and Fellowship

Monday, October 8
Breakfast at Hotels
8:00
8:30
9:00
9:15
9:30

Registration
Singing/Bible Study
Rev. Mark Graham
Opening and Welcome
Intro of Board and Staff
Keynote Speaker
Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba

“Empower” 2 Cor. 5:16-17

10:30 Break
11:00 Keynote Speaker
Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba
12:00 Lunch
1:10 Singing/Bible Study
Rev. Amy Selby
1:30 Intro of District Leaders/
   Certifiers/New Congregations & Pastors/
  Seminarians
2:00 State of the Association
2:45 Opening Business Session
4:00 Introduction to Breakouts
4:15 Break
4:30 Breakout Session 1
5:30 Area Caucuses
6:00 District Gatherings for
  Dinner (optional) or
  Evening Out

“Message” 2 Cor. 5:18-19

10:00 Break
10:30 Keynote Speaker
Rev. Reggie McNeal
11:30 International Focus
12:00 Lunch
1:10 Singing/Bible Study
Rev. Bruce Gamache
1:30 Business
2:30 Breakout Session 2
3:30 Break
4:00 Breakout Session 3
5:00 Move Back into Session
5:30 Area Caucuses/Election
of Board Members
6:00 Dinner Followed by
Lighten Up with Ken
Davis (optional) or
Evening Out

Wednesday, October 10
Breakfast at Hotels
8:30 Singing/Bible Study
Rev. Steve Kramer
9:00 Keynote Speaker
Rev. Mike Breen

“Movement” 2 Cor. 5:20-21

10:00 Break
10:30 Keynote Speaker
Rev. Mike Breen
11:30 Closing Worship Service
with Holy Communion
Rev. Janine Rew-Werling

Visit our website for registration and lodging information, speaker
profiles and more details about breakout sessions:

www.lcmc.net
Click on Events, then on Annual Gathering
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“Real Life” New Church Plant to Launch Soon

— Eric Hulstrand

“Dozens

of denominational studies have
confirmed that the average new church
gains most of its new members (60–80
percent) from the ranks of people who are
not attending any worshiping body, while
churches over ten to fifteen years of age gain
80–90 percent of new members by transfer
from other congregations.”
— Why Plant Churches? by Dr. Timothy Keller
Why do we believe in planting new churches in the
LCMC? Because it is the single most effective means
by which disconnected people who are far from God
begin the process of growing near to Christ and His
people. For at least some of the disconnected, there
is something safer and more appealing about walking
into a new church that meets in a school, theater
or community center than there is in walking into
an existing church with its traditions and alreadyestablished community.
My wife Pam and I have sensed the call of the Holy
Spirit to plant a new LCMC church in the southwest
metro region of the Twin Cities in Bloomington,
Minnesota. There is no LCMC presence for many
miles, especially to the west and the south.
Our launch date is November 11 of this year. We
have a good team around us and, like most new
church plants, could use more help. We are excited
for God’s leading in this adventure. We know it’s an
“adventure” because we are both eager and scared!
The name of our new church is ReaLife Church. Our
goal is Connecting Real People to Real Life.
For the next few editions of this newsletter I would
like to take you along on our journey of planting a
new church. There is no guarantee of our plant being successful (defined as being able to continue in a
effective, God-honoring, Kingdom-minded manner,
both financially and spiritually).
So, I am taking a risk by letting you peek into our
adventure. However, it is a risk worth taking as the
14

hoped-for outcome is to see more people realistically committed to growing the Kingdom of God—
especially (but not exclusively!) in planting new
churches.
By coming alongside us in our journey, we hope that
the Holy Spirit might inspire others to take their own
journey into helping to plant new churches. ♦
For more information,
contact Eric at:
erichul@earthlink.net

Institute of Lutheran Theology
Excerpt summarized from article by David Patterson
in ILT News, August 16, 2012

What is the Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT)?

A seminary? A Bible college? No, and no. ILT just
cannot be catergorized easily. Rather than trying to
explain what we are, let me try to explain for what
purpose we exist: the equipping of the priesthood of
believers. Everything ILT does is toward that one
end. ILT offers:
• Word at Work program
• Bible Academy Certificate program
• Professional Certificate programs
• Graduate programs
ILT offers its programs using the latest, real-time,
virtual classroom technology. ILT partners directly
with congregations—they hold us accountable to our
vision and mission. We rely upon the support of individuals and congregations in order to ensure that we
do indeed equip the Priesthood of Believers.
We at the Institute of Lutheran Theology are servants
of Jesus Christ dedicated specifically to the building up of the body of Christ—where it is—through
world-class Biblical theological education.
Call us today at: 605-692-9337
or visit us online at: www.ilt.org ♦

Devotional Series . . .

Keep Calm and Carry On
— Pastor Sally Gausmann
“When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house
where he had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem.
He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed
and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.”
— Daniel 6:10

My daughter and her husband came home from

vacation with a poster that they bought in a gift shop
that says, “Keep Calm and Carry On.” They sell these
posters on the internet, too. It’s from a campaign
that the British government came up with during
the Second World War to help the public endure the
traumas of bombing and the stresses of the conflict
going on all around them.
Perhaps this saying is a reflection of the old “stiff
upper lip” that the British are sometimes known
for. Nevertheless, I think it’s a good one because
it addresses a tendency we all have to “stress out”
when life throws us some challenges.
As I was reading the Daily Text Scripture for the day
recently from Daniel 6, I thought that maybe Daniel
could have written that little motto. It certainly
describes his attitude toward the edict of King Darius:
keep calm and carry on. The presidents, prefects,
satraps, counselors and governors wanted to trap
Daniel, get him in trouble and get him out of their
way. They knew Daniel was faithful to God, so they
plotted to get an injunction signed by King Darius.
This injunction would state that whoever makes a
petition to any god or man for thirty days—except
to King Darius himself—should be cast into a den of
lions.
Daniel, knowing full well that trouble was just around
the corner, did not change his routine. I’m not sure

if he always prayed in front of the windows, but he
likely prayed toward Jerusalem. The text says he was
accustomed to praying three times a day to his God
(the one true God), so that is just what he did—even
with the threat of certain death in a lionʼs den.
Daniel kept calm and carried on. He didn’t hide his
prayer life, and he didn’t discontinue his prayer life.
Instead, he did what he was called to do—and God
provided by sending an angel to shut the mouths of
the lions.
This witness of Daniel is a blessing to our lives of
faith. The world around us is constantly bombarding
us with distractions. We are tempted to get off course
by getting involved in all kinds of political and social
intrigue. But God calls us to stay the course, and to
keep our eye on the cross, focused on what God has
done for us in Christ. “Carry on” for us means we
will continue to worship and pray and be guided by
God’s word and the confessions of the church.
Perhaps staying the course will expose us to
suffering—or at least to some ridicule—but God will
not waver in His love for us. He will carry us through
whatever comes our way.
A gift even greater than safety in a lionʼs den has
been given to us: life eternal through the victory of
Jesus Christ. So, we keep calm and carry on—not with
a stiff upper lip, but with joy in our hearts because of
the unending love of our good and gracious God. ♦
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Dates to Remember

October 7-10 Annual Gathering
Crowne Plaza Denver Int’l. Airport
Hotel & Convention Center,
Denver, Colorado
October 10-11 New Ministry Workshop
Denver, Colorado
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