
by the word

We are an association of congregations and individuals, free in Christ,
accountable to one another, rooted in Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions,

and working together to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission 
to go and make disciples of all nations.
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Annual Gathering: 
“Ambassadors for Christ”

— Kristy Thomas,
LCMC Communications/PR Specialist 

L CMC will host its 12th Annual Gathering, 
“Ambassadors for Christ,” October 7-10 in 
Denver, CO at the Crowne Plaza Denver 
International Airport Hotel & Convention 
Center. It is an opportunity for the 
association to come together for a time of 
fellowship, worship, networking, learning 
and spiritual growth. The central focus will 
be on II Corinthians 5:16-21.

Participants will enjoy the opportunity to 
hear engaging keynote speakers, receive 
the latest updates on happenings within 
our association and take part in worship 
services with those from other LCMC 
congregations.

Monday’s keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. 
Gemechis D. Buba, Missions Director of 
the North American Lutheran Church.  His 
focus, taken from II Corinthians 5:16-17, 
will be “Empower: The Holy Spirit Calls 
to Life.”

On Monday evening, the association will 
host a special (optional) District Dinner 
Night for those who would like to spend 
the evening with others from an affiliated 
district or who may be interested in joining 
one. To  purchase a ticket for the District 
Dinner Night, check the appropriate box on 

... continued on page 10

Gemechis D. Buba
is Missions Director 
of the North American 
Lutheran Church.
Originally from East 
Africa and Ethiopia, 
he and his wife live 
in Columbus, OH.

For more info about each speaker, go to www.lcmc.net 

Reggie McNeal
is the Missional Lead-
ership Specialist for 
Leadership Network 
of Dallas, TX. A pro-
lific author, Reggie 
and his wife live in 
Columbia, SC.

Rev. Mike Breen
has led/developed 
missional churches 
in  Europe and the 
U.S. Mike and his 
wife live in South 
Carolina, where he 
leads 3DM. He also 
has authored numer-
ous books.



From the Board...
     — Bruce Wilder

In Mission for Christ

Dear Friends in Christ:
It has been my joy to serve on the Ministry Board 
and the Board of Trustees.  When we meet in October 
for the Annual Gathering in Denver, my first term of 
service as a Trustee will end. After much prayer, I have 
decided not to seek a second term. I am convinced 
it is time for someone else to have the privilege and 
opportunity of serving in this capacity.

My congregation joined LCMC in 2004. Prior to 
that decision, my pastoral staff, church council and 
ministry leaders spent considerable time in prayer 
and discernment. This process included conversations 
with Bill Sullivan (Service Coordinator at the time), 
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the Trustees and many LCMC pastors. As we talked 
and prayed with these men and women, it became 
abundantly clear that LCMC was the “home” for which 
we had been searching.  Truth be told, our congregation 
had been in spiritual exile for a long time. We felt like 
strangers in a strange land. I thank God for the pioneers 
when LCMC was established in 2001. Without your 
courage, faithfulness and vision, most of us would not 
have found the home for which we yearned.

As I move toward the end of my official service as a 
Trustee, my hope is that we never forget or forsake:

Our Structure – The WordAlone Network was the 
midwife of LCMC. WordAlone rightfully and faithfully 
insisted that the authority and power of Christ alone 
are more than sufficient for the life and witness of 
the Church. No human being, title or office provides 
the Church with apostolic power. Throughout history, 
institutional growth is often accompanied by expanded 
bureaucracy and hierarchy. Remember, dear friends, 
we have a bishop…and His name is Jesus!
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Our Freedom - We have been set free from sin 
and death through our baptism into the death and 
resurrection of Christ. We are free for a purpose, 
which is not self-service but service to the Lord of life.  

I urge you to exercise this Gospel freedom with joy 
and wisdom, both in your personal vocation and 
by the witness of your congregation. What do non-
believers learn of God as they observe you—not just 
in worship, but at work and in your neighborhood?

Thank you for the honor of serving this association.  

Peace, love and strength in Christ,  
Bruce Wilder  ♦     3
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T•	 he Board of Trustees met in Fargo, ND, after 
the uplifting Leadership Conference.

M•	 ark Vander Tuig reported that the regional 
meetings are going well. 

T•	 he Board discussed the differences between 
Districts and Fellowship groups regarding 
insurance requirements.

T•	 he Board passed Kirk Dean’s recommendation 
to utilize Lutheran Community Foundation for 
an endowment program.

P•	 lanning continued for the 2012 Annual 
Gathering on October 7-10 in Denver, CO. The 
theme is Ambassadors for Christ, based on 

      2 Corinthians 5:16-21.

T•	 he Board prayed for Pastors Kip Tyler, Mark 
Vander Tuig and John Waak as they headed to the 
EECMY Conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

C•	 orrection: Mark Vander Tuig reported on his 
trip to South Africa (not South America). ♦

Board Business
—Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson, 

Secretary, LCMC Board of Trustees

From the Board, continued from page 2. . .

Our Mission – The older I become, the more I 
appreciate the years gone by. Yet I know LCMC 
was not formed to repristinate some perfect past 
when Lutherans enjoyed our glory days. We know—
indeed we confess—that we are simul justus et 
peccator. Even so, we are in mission for Christ by 
grace through faith. We give thanks for the saints 
who have gone before us without making an idol of 
the past. Christ leads us forward in making disciples.  
Our congregations are called by God to be centers 
for mission!

It is my pleasure to report that due to the strong 
financial condition of Lutheran Congregations in 
Mission for Christ we are in the process of establishing 
the LCMC Endowment Fund. Over the past months 
your contributions have allowed for our operational 
expenses to be paid, with funds left over.  

We believe it to be our fiscal responsibility as a 
Board to manage, husband and utilize these dollars 
in the most efficient and productive way possible. We 
will be using the Lutheran Community Foundation 
(LCF), which already manages 650 funds and 220 
million dollars.  A number of LCMC congregations 
are currently utilizing the LCF. Their professional 
management of our endowment fund will increase 
our return, even with the cost of their services. 

We hope to have a breakout session at our Annual 
Gathering to familiarize you with the new fund. We 
also look forward to membership involvement in 
proposing dispersals of endowment funds once it 
is established. We want to effectively utilize your 
benevolence and promote the LCMC mission of 
bringing more people to Christ. 

It also will allow us to better serve some of the 
designated funds that are already established within 
LCMC. ♦ 

Financial snapshot
—Kirk Dean, 

Treasurer, LCMC Board of Trustees
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Years ago, I was reading the Holiness code in 
Leviticus (17-26). It contains, among other things, 
a long list of people you can’t have sex with. When 
I came to Lev 18:9 & 11, I was confused. “Your 
sister” is defined, first as “your father’s daughter,” 
then “your mother’s daughter” and finally as “your 
father’s wife’s daughter.”

Having grown up in an intact nuclear family, I didn’t 
get it. Had Moses stuttered? Was some ancient 
monk guilty of dittogaphy? 

Then I realized that in Old Testament times, these 
are three different people. Your mother’s daughter 
is your sister. Your father’s daughter (by his other 
wife), we would call a half-sister. If your father 
married a widow who had a child, your father’s 
wife’s daughter would be what we call your step-
sister.

I saw something very important: “step-” and “half-” 
are terms the Bible seems to know nothing about. 
We read of Joseph and his brothers. Amnon and 
Tamar are called brother and sister. Even Mary’s 
husband Joseph and her son James are Jesus’ 
father and brother. Not a “step” or “half” in the lot.

The concept of the step family seems to be an 
invention of the Roman legal system. Perhaps 
there is a place for such language in the law, given 
the complex family arrangements that increasingly 
dominate our world. But pre-fixes like “step-” and 
“half-” function to put distance between people. 
Aren’t there already enough influences in our 
culture that put distance between people and pull 
families apart? As Christians, we are called to be 
ministers of reconciliation. My thinking on this led 
me to drop the word “step-” from my vocabulary.

Have no illusions about this: blending a family is 
complicated and challenging. But to the greatest 
degree possible, it is important to treat the members 
of your family as just that: family. No hyphens, no 
prefixes. And while you cannot force anyone else 
to change their vocabulary, you do have control 
over your own. Avoiding those prefixes may well 
change your own outlook and relationships for the 
better.

And another suggestion for the benefit of the 
whole family: there is no such thing as a “step” 
grandparent; they’re just grandma and grandpa.  
So, though my oldest came to me as part of a 
package deal, I have two sons. Just sons. Let me 
tell you about them sometime.  ♦

Today’s Word:  Step
                                                    — Tony Stoutenburg

Freedom in Christ is a great thing, isn’t it? True 
congregation autonomy and polity have their benefits, 
which certainly outweigh their liabilities, but there 
are times congregations feel alone and helpless 
under the low hierarchical LCMC structure. One of 
these times is when a congregation is looking for a 
pastor.  Questions arise: where do we look for our 
pastor? What process do we use? Who’s responsible 
for background checks? Seemingly, the questions are 
endless. We can help!

LCMC has created a great resource in its Call Packet 
available on the website. It covers most things a 
congregation needs to know. The LCMC Ministry 
Board also comes alongside congregations in the 
call process and connects with them regularly. When 

aware that a congregation needs help, the Board 

From the Ministry Board: So, You’re Looking for a Pastor…
gives encouragement, offers prayer, empowers, 
counsels, and connects congregations to available 
resources.

Districts are also valuable resources to congregations.  
Often districts are aware of pastors who are looking 
for a call, interims who are willing to serve, and local 
congregations and pastors who are willing to help.  
Many LCMC congregations and pastors in your 
geographical area are available to help—contacting 
those local congregations might prove worthwhile.

Freedom in Christ, congregation autonomy and 
polity, and a low hierarchical structure doesn’t mean 
congregations are alone. Take time to network, get to 
know your neighbors, and trust in the Freedom we 
have in Christ Jesus as He works in us. ♦

—Submitted by Steve Ernst
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A Word from Mark...

I recently returned from the Evangelism Conference 
in Addis Ababa, which was followed by the second 
annual Mission and Theological Conference. It was 
an honor to be a part of the conversation with the 
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. I 
am looking forward to developing this relationship 
between us, and I have just a few thoughts as I think 
back on the journey.

First, 15 hours is a very long time to spend in a silver 
tube traveling at 35,000 feet and 560 miles per hour.  
Direct, non-stop flights are great if you don’t mind 
being held captive with 300 other people in that silver 
tube for the entire time.  Myself, I like layovers!  But, 
it is a small price to pay to land in another country on 
the other side of the planet.

Second, we have everything! Addis Ababa is a 
busy and developing city with many of the things 
to which we have become accustomed here in the 
States. The nation of Ethiopia is one of the fastest 
growing economies in the world, and is a focus of 
investment by other nations as well—including the 
Chinese. Walking down any of the main streets of 
Addis Ababa you will see people from around the 
world.  But there is no place like America, and the 
poor of Ethiopia make us all look like billionaires.

Third, prosperity does not test our faith, it lulls it 
to sleep. The people of the Mekane Yesus church 
have faced persecution and martyrdom. To hear 
these survivors talk about what they experienced at 
the hands of the government under communism is 
nothing short of inspiring.  Not that they were spared 
the bruises, scars and wounds—in some cases those 
are still evident today.  Their faith in Jesus Christ, 
after having been refined by fire, is strong, clear, 
passionate and deep.

I don’t believe that my faith has ever been tested. Not 
like that. I love the freedom in which we live and the 
standard of living that we enjoy. However, strength 
only comes through resistance.

Fourth, we have much to learn, but I believe that 
the Lord is able teach us! We have the same Holy 
Spirit, we have God’s Word, we have the Great 
Commission and we have each other! The Lord has 
given us everything we need to fulfill the mission He 
set before us.  And I believe that the Lord is not done 
with us. Maybe it will take moving past our comfort 
and convenience to a deeper commitment, a greater 
passion, for us to get on with it. But I also know 
that God is much more interested in our character 
than in our comfort. Maybe it is time for us to get 
uncomfortable with the status quo.

Fifth, this year’s theme for our Annual Gathering 
and convention is, “Ambassadors for Christ.” As 
we consider our mission, the hope for primary 
evangelism and the leading of the Holy Spirit, we 
will begin to see how we might rise to the challenges 
we face as the church in America. If we are willing, 
the Lord is certainly able. In his explanation to the 
second petition of the Lord’s prayer, Luther stated: 
“the kingdom of God comes indeed of itself ... but 
we pray that it may also come to us.”  I just want to 
be a part of what God is doing!  ♦

— Mark Vander Tuig,
LCMC Service Coordinator

Article Deadline for

3rd Quarter Newsletter:

august 1 ,  2012

Send to: 
joyminion@gmail.com



Once, Haiti was simply a country with tremendous 
poverty, and devastation. I knew that there was a 
severe lack of clean water, and that malnutrition and 
starvation was rampant. I knew just a little about the 
heartbreaking history of political abuses—both by its 
own government, as well as by many others.

Now, Haiti is no longer simply a name, but it is a 
place that has captured my heart. When I think of 
that beautiful, yet devastatingly troubled country, I 
will always see the many faces of the people I had 
the privilege to serve, as well as to serve alongside. 

Wherever we went, from the capital of Port-au-
Prince, to the small mountain village of Bonodo, I 
saw a level of poverty that I’ve never seen.  It seemed 
that no matter where I looked I saw needs, and I felt 
helpless to do anything about it. Yet at the same time 
I saw beauty.  From the mountains and ocean, to the 
Haitians themselves, I was captivated. Truly the hand 
of the Creator was evident for all to see.

One of special moments I had was when a little boy 
with a severe case of scabies was brought to us for 
treatment. I had never seen anything like it—his 
head was covered with open sores, and to a lesser 
extent his entire body had been infected ... We took 
him outside and began bathing him. Although it 
seemed to embarrass him a bit, you could also see 
the obvious enjoyment on his face as we tended his 
wounds and applied medication ...  As we stooped 
down [to bathe his feet], I told the interpreter to tell 
him that Jesus had washed His disciple’s feet, and 
that it was an honor to wash his feet.  What a privilege 
it was to be used to demonstrate the love of Jesus to 
this little boy! We were also able to give his mother 
some antibiotics to treat the infection.  Please join me 
in praying that he will come to know Jehovah Rapha, 
the Lord his Healer, in a personal way. Pray that God 

will use those moments of ministry to draw him 6

An EnCountEr with hAiti
— Jenny Farrell

to his Savior, and that he will grow up to be a strong 
man who follows the Lord.

Another encounter that stands out in my mind was 
with a beautiful young woman named Florian. I 
met her on one of our clinic days, where she came 
complaining of pain and expressing tremendous fear 
that she had cancer ... After speaking to her more in 
depth, I began to discern that her real problem was 
not physical—but rather an emotional and spiritual 
one ... She expressed deep sadness and loneliness, 
and I sensed great despair ... Using the word of God 
as medicine, I shared many Scriptures. What an 
honor it was for all of us to be used as His hands of 
healing while in Haiti.

The difference between the way I live and the 
lifestyle of the average Haitian is staggering ... 
There are times when I find it very hard to process 
the whole experience, and it feels as if I’m caught 
between two worlds. My heart aches for the pain 
and difficulties that I witnessed ... I can now pray 
with an understanding and passion that I didn’t have 
before. I fell in love with the people of Haiti—they 
will forever hold a special place in my heart. ♦

Prince of Peace (Davenport, IA) began short term mission 
trips to Haiti in 2000. For more information, visit the 
Prince of Peace website: www. http://popqc.org

Jenny with some of the 
Haitians she and other 
team members worked 

with on their March 2012 
mission trip to Haiti

Photos courtesy of
Marsha Garrow

The following is an excerpt from Jenny’s article about her 
experience as a first-time missionary to Haiti. This article 
first appeared in Prince of Peace’s April 2012 newsletter, 
Community of Hope News. Used by permission.  

— Submitted by Marsha Garrow and Jenny Farrell



O n May 5th the newly formed Mid-Atlantic Lutheran 
Fellowship held its first Mission Festival: “Fulfilling 
the Great Commission.” The festival was hosted 
by Saint Paul Lutheran Church (LCMC), York, 
Pennsylvania, and was attended by over 100 pastors 
and lay leaders from LCMC, NALC and ELCA 
churches in Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

The day included worship, a keynote address, 
workshops, and of course, food and fellowship. 
The keynote speaker for the day was Pastor Ray 
Scheck from Redeemer Lutheran Church (LCMC) in 
Damascus, Maryland. Pastor Scheck spoke about how 
to become disciple-making churches. He challenged 
those attending to examine the place that Scripture 
plays in our homes. That foundational piece of family 
life is one of the goals of a disciple-making church. 
He also encouraged the participants to “disciple” 
others by inviting them to be on their ministry team, 
much like Jesus did with His first apostles. 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 was one of the key passages of 
Scripture focused on at the event. Eleven workshops 
were held, including: Moving from Membership 
to Being a Follower of Jesus, Things Even a Small 
Congregation Can Do Well, The Keys to Making 
Disciples in the Local Church, Congregational 
Revitalization. There were also displays from the 
World Mission Prayer League, The Institute for 
Lutheran Theology and others. Pastor Mark Chavez, 
General Secretary of the NALC, also addressed the 
group and led two workshops. 

The goals of the Mid-Atlantic Lutheran Fellowship 
are to build enthusiasm for the Great Commission, 
to give people new tools to better implement the 
Great Commission in their congregations, and to 
build fellowship among Confessional Lutherans in 
the area. We give thanks to God that we were able 
to work on many of these goals at our first Mission 
Festival. We look forward to growing this fellowship 
and to having more such events in the future—to the 
Glory of God! ♦

celeBrate With us!
—Sally Gausmann,

Co-pastor, Saint Paul Lutheran Church, York, PA
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O n February 19, 2012, Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
of Easley dedicated our new church home. After two 
years of faithful worship at Partee Time, a children’s 
play area, we purchased the building, moving in time 
to celebrate our second anniversary on Christmas 
Eve. The building, previously serving others as a 
place of worship, was move-in ready. Ed and Irene 
Schlosser, who had previously provided funds to 
purchase land for a future home, increased their gifts, 
allowing us to purchase the building.

Pastors and members of other South Carolina LCMC 
congregations joined in our celebration, including 
St. Paul’s, Gaffney (Pastor Bucky Brown), Abiding 
Presence, York (Pastor Charles Aurand), and St. 
Mark’s, Blythewood (represented by Mike Gibson). 
Patrick Young, currently taking Seminary Studies 
through ILT and awaiting call, also participated.  

Pastor Brown read Solomon’s words from 1 Kings 
as he dedicated the Temple he built. Our choir sang, 
Surely, the Presence of the Lord is in this Place, and 
all felt and celebrated that presence. Pastor Longtin, 
emphasising that we, the congregation, were the 
“Official Party” for the dedication, lead us in reading, 
and declaring the formal dedication.  One of our altar 
banners declares, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” so 
we all sang Martin’s hymn together. And, of course, 
we had plenty of food. God has been with us, indeed, 
as our name proudly states.  

To read more, go to LCMC’s blog: 
http://www.lcmc.net/blog/emmanuel-lutheran-church-
of-easley-dedicates-new-home/a213.html  ♦

emmanuel dedication
— Submitted by Henry Schultz

Clergy guests 
(l-r):  Pastors 
Charles Aurand, 
Patrick Young, 
Greg Longtin, 
and James 
"Bucky" Brown

Photo courtesy 
of Henry Schultz



This story starts with a church in despair: St. Mark’s 
Lutheran, Hayden, Idaho. We wanted to stay together 
but with very few members left and lots of bills, we 
decided to pray.

We used up all our emergency funds paying bills—
but we kept praying. 

One day just before Christmas, we received a check 
in the mail from a church far away who did not know 
us. It helped, and we paid our bills. Then we prayed 
some more. Pretty soon, a couple more checks 
came in from other churches with notes saying 
they just wanted to help us stay together. This was 
wonderful—other churches were helping us without 
even knowing us! We continued to pray.

Then we were faced with a major hurdle—too many 
bills with no income—and we had to let the pastor go. 
The members stepped up, taking more responsibility. 
We were still church!

After a few months of taking care of ourselves with 
guest pastors, we started paying all of our bills and 
getting a few new members, but it wasn’t right yet. 
We prayed for guidance, and God spoke to Pastor 
Dick and told him we needed him. 

He started coming to meetings and helping out. He 
said if we wanted him, he felt he was supposed to be 
with us. Wow, this was great! What did St. Mark’s 
do? We prayed about it.

Pastor Dick is our pastor now, and at our last church 
meeting Carlina (our treasurer) told us we had 
$15,000 in the bank, our bills were paid and our new 
budget was balanced to our pledges. How cool is 
prayer now? We have quite a few recurring visitors 
who call us their home—I call them new members.

I talked to my husband, Bob, and he thought if we had 
extra funds, we should “pay it forward.” Wouldn’t it 
be great if we could help someone else out? Unknown 
to Bob, I put his comments in our weekly email on 
January 24 to see what other folks would say.
8

The next day I got an email from Naomi Peterson, 
the Vice Chair of the Northwest District Council 
(LCMC). This is what her note said:

I know of a church who needs some financial 
help. They are short each month in their bills 
and soon may not be able to pay their Pastor. 
The church is Faith Lutheran in Pierce, Idaho. 
Here is their address P.O. Drawer C , Pierce ID. 
838546. E-mail address LCMCFaithLutheran@
aol.com.
 
Would you please forward this info to the appro-
priate person to consider “paying it forward” as 
Bob mentioned?

I sent Naomi’s note to our church president, Jan 
Somers (who was on vacation), and to church council 
member Karen Kimball. On January 26, I got this 
note from Jan:

I’m definitely in favor of this. When I needed 
some information, I went through the pastor of 
this church who is part-time. She is terrific and 
know this would be a worthy cause. 

I did not hear anything back, but assumed that if this 
idea was to become reality, we would have to wait 
for the council to meet.

OK, remember that prayer thing? I think Faith 
Lutheran in Pierce, Idaho, was doing that, too!

On February 10, Carlina called to tell me she had 
a “tidbit” for the weekly email note. She said the 
council had met the day before and decided they 
wanted to “pay it forward” by sending $1,000 to 
Faith Lutheran.

God has blessed us! St. Mark’s Lutheran, the church 
that was in despair and wanted to stay together not 
so long ago, was able to help another church—all 
because they prayed a lot! ♦

For more information, please contact Kathy at:
 bolamfamily@roadrunner.com

The Prayer Story
— Submitted by Kathy Bolam

Member, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Hayden, Idaho
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Spirit of Joy 
   GettinG to Know. . .

Weddington, North Carolina

It has also inspired creativity—and a few new 
traditions. For example, at Christmas we hand out 
envelopes to the congregation. Five thousand dollars 
is divided between 200 envelopes and 200 families. 
Some envelopes contain $20, others have as much 
as $100. Families are encouraged to look for people 
in need and give a “Gift from God” in love.

God’s love—and a spirit of joy—are spreading 
throughout our community.

Spirit of Joy recently spent a week deepening our 
faith and spreading a little more joy. Susan and 
Joe’s house guest, David Chotka, led a conference 
on prayer for us. Using the principles in his book, 
Power Praying—which is being translated into 21 
languages—Pastor Chotka taught us how to listen to 
the Spirit and discern the Father’s will in a deeper 
way.

Our world needs Christians—and churches—of 
deeper discernment. That’s why we’re glad to be 
part of LCMC. The Word of God is our association’s 
foundational conviction. It’s our starting point. It 
leads us to listen more carefully, discern more fully 
and reach out more boldly.  ♦    

I t all started with a tea that Susan didn’t want 
to attend. She’d just lost her 98-year-old Danish 
mother, who had lived with Susan and her husband 
for ten wonderful years. She wasn’t feeling social, 
but obligation won out. 

At the end of the tea, someone pointed at her and 
said, “You have an extra room. I’m sending you a 
seminary student. As he works on his doctorate at 
Gordon-Conwell seminary, he occasionally needs a 
place to stay.” It wasn’t a question. It was a statement 
of fact. And thus—through Susan—began Spirit 
of Joy’s connection with David Chotka, one of the 
world’s best teachers on prayer. 

Spirit of Joy is a 20-year-old Lutheran church in the 
suburbs of Charlotte, NC. We have a wonderful mix 
of young and old, traditional and contemporary, 
historically Lutheran and a little bit of everything 
else! Our mission is deeper faith, joyful community 
and reaching more. 

One of the blessings of becoming a part of LCMC in 
the Fall of 2009 was the commission and permission 
to reach more—hands-on and by ourselves! Because 
LCMC is not hierarchical, we’ve been encouraged to 
fund local outreach rather than national structure. 
This has empowered our congregation. 

—Submitted by Pastor Ed Thomas

Deeper faith...
      Joyful community...
  Reaching more



your advance registration form.
Keynote Speaker Rev. Reggie 
McNeal, who serves as Missional 
Leadership Specialist for Leader-
ship Network of Dallas, TX, will 
address the crowd on Tuesday. 
His focus will be “The Holy Spirit 
Reveals Jesus,” a reflection on 
II Corinthians 5:18-19.

On Tuesday evening, Gathering 
attendees may enjoy dinner, fol-
lowed by entertainment by Chris-
tian Comedian Ken Davis (www.
kendavis.com), or have an evening 
out in Denver. To purchase a ticket 
for the dinner and comedy show, 
check the appropriate box on your 
advance registration form.

Wednesday’s keynote speaker will 
be Rev. Mike Breen, who leads 
a movement/organization called 
3DM. “The Holy Spirit Sends Out 
to the World”, II Corinthians 5:20-
21, will be the focus of Rev. Breen’s 
presentation.

A special New Ministry Workshop 
for ministries formed within the  
past five years will be led by LCMC 
Service Coordinator Rev. Mark 
Vander Tuig after the Gathering. 
Featuring Keynote Speaker Rev. 
Mike Breen, the workshop begins 
at 2:00 p.m. Wednesday and ends 
at 2:00 p.m. Thursday. Registration 
is free and available online.

For those who are unable to 
attend the Gathering this year, 
the association plans to stream 
video of our speakers live online 
at www.lcmc.net. Video of these 
presentations will also be posted to 
our website within a few weeks of 
the event.
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Sunday, October 7
4:00     Registration
5:30     Dinner 
7:00     Opening Worship
              Rev. Phil Reimers
8:30     Dessert and Fellowship

Monday, October 8
Breakfast at Hotels

8:00     Registration
8:30     Singing/Bible Study
              Rev. Mark Graham
9:00     Opening and Welcome
9:15     Intro of Board and Staff
9:30     Keynote Speaker
              Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba
10:30   Break
11:00   Keynote Speaker 
              Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba
12:00   Lunch
1:10     Singing/Bible Study
              Rev. Amy Selby
1:30     Intro of District Leaders/
               Certifiers/New Congrega-
              tions & Pastors/
               Seminarians
2:00     State of the Association
2:45     Opening Business Session
4:00     Introduction to Breakouts
4:15     Break
4:30     Breakout Session 1
5:30     Area Caucuses
6:00     District Gatherings  for  
               Dinner (optional) or 
               Evening Out

Tuesday, October 9
breakfast at Hotels
8:30     Singing/Bible Study
              Rev. Sean Kelly
9:00      Keynote Speaker 
              Rev. Reggie McNeal
10:00   Break
10:30   Keynote Speaker 
              Rev. Reggie McNeal
11:30   International Focus
12:10   Lunch 
1:10     Singing/Bible Study
              Rev. Bruce Gamache
1:30     Business
2:45     Breakout Session 2
3:30     Break
4:00     Breakout Session 3
5:00     Move Back into Session
5:30     Area Caucuses/Election 
              of Board Members
6:00     Dinner Followed by 
              Lighten up with Ken 
              Davis (optional) or 
              Evening Out

Wednesday, October 10
breakfast at Hotels
8:30     Singing/Bible Study
              Rev. Steve Kramer
9:00     Keynote Speaker 
              Rev. Mike Breen
10:00   Break
10:30  Keynote Speaker 
              Rev. Mike Breen
11:30  Closing Worship Service
              with Holy Communion
              Rev. Janine Rew-Werling

tentative Agenda
Conference, continued...

Watch for registration and 
lodging info at 

www.lcmc.net

Click on “Events,” then on 
“Annual Gathering” 

If you plan to attend this year’s 
Gathering, we encourage you 
to register as early as possible 
to receive the lowest rate for 
registration fees and to allow 
the LCMC staff to provide the 
best possible accommodations. 
A special Early Bird registration 
rate of $120.00 will be in effect for 

those who complete registration by 
September 1, 2012. ♦



uncompleted sanctuary. On the table stood two 
wobbly candles.  They stood there in witness to the 
love of Jesus and persistent faith. 

Twice burned out by extremists, the congregation 
refused to give in to fear or hatred. Each burning 
resulted in worship and praise, a deepening of 
faith, a bolder witness to the community and the 
building of a larger church. They do this without a 
pastor. Worshipping 400 people each week, the laity 
preach, provide pastoral care, disciple one another, 
and under the power of the Holy Spirit are the body 
of the living and present Jesus.

Amazing! There I was, a prosperous American pastor 
standing in a construction site that knew nothing of 
the kind of affluence I took for granted, yet produced 
a kingdom of fruitfulness I would have given every 
last dime to buy. 

That little altar called out to me and said, “Do you 
want what I am doing here? Then come, kneel and 
weep!” This was the threshold to the blessing I had 
heard about and came to Ethiopia seeking. 

Mission is not merely about what America has to 
offer another country. Rather, it is about receiving 
the riches of heaven that are waiting for us there! ♦

“If you want to change your life and transform your 
ministry, go on a mission trip.” Suspecting that these 
words were true, I was eager to attend the 2012 
Evangelism and Theological Conference in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, hosted by the Ethiopian Evangelical 
Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY) on April 21—29. 
This was the second conference LCMC attended 
in response to the 2010 LCMC Annual Gathering’s 
decision to  pursue a possible relationship with 
EECMY. 

While I attended the Conference as a trustee 
representing our association, my burning desire was 
to know if a blessing for ministry in the USA might be 
waiting for us over 7,000 miles away. 

The conference—actually three conferences, each 
with their own unique emphasis—brought me to my 
feet. Mark Vander Tuig, our Service Coordinator, and 
Kip Tyler, our Board of Trustees Chair, each made 
astounding presentations in the spirit of LCMC. 

What made the greatest impact on me, however, was 
not what brought me to my feet, but what brought 
me to my knees. 

Following the Conference in Addis Ababa, 
approximately ten of the U.S. delegations from 
both LCMC and the NALC traveled north to attend a 
revival in Dessie, a city located in the North Central 
Ethiopian Synod of EECMY. It is one of the smallest 
synods, having only 16 congregations, yet it is one 
of the very dynamic synods ministering among both 
Muslims and the native witchcraft religions. 

As we traveled, we stopped to visit with the leaders 
of several congregations. We found Lutheran 
brothers and sisters eager to develop close and 
lasting congregation-to-congregation relationships. 
As I listened to their stories, their strategies for 
mission and their unbridled love of the Lord, the 
sheer powerhouse of faith exuding from these 
people brought me to my knees. Literally. 

Walking into a still-under-construction church, I 
gravitated toward a rickety metal table set in a still 

EECMY ConfErEnCE
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For more information, contact John at 

johnwaak@oursaviourslutheran.com

—Submitted by John Waak



The Northwest District (Alaska, Idaho, Montana, 
Oregon, and Washington) celebrated its mission in 
Christ at its Annual Gathering on April 27-28, 2012. We 
gathered at Richland Lutheran Church, Richland, WA, 
under the theme of “Ministers of God’s Grace”, based 
on I Peter 4:10-11.  

Eighty-nine people gathered for two days of keynote 
speakers, educational breakout sessions, Bible study, 
worship and fellowship.  Keynote speakers included 
Pr. Jaynan Clark, “In the Hood, Priest Work Done by 
the Priesthood”; Pr. Warren Baker, “Administering 
God’s Grace from Grassroots”; and Pr. David Drum, 
“Speaking the Words of God.”  

Our focus for the past few years has been to hear 
our Lord’s Commission, identify the mission field and 

equip the priesthood of all believers for the work.  12

o r d i n at i o n / i n s t a l l at i o n 
Rev. Shannon Bauer
was ordained and installed at Peace Lutheran Church of Watertown, Water-
town, MN, on January 8, 2012. Pastor Bruce Nelson, Interim Pastor of Peace 
Lutheran, presided at the service.

Raised in southeast MN, Pastor Shannon received his Bachelor’s degree in Re-
ligion from Gustavus Adolphus, a Master’s degree in theology from Wartburg 
Theological Seminary and a Master’s degree in Counseling from Sioux Falls 
Seminary. Since 1997, Pastor Shannon has served congregations in MN, MI, 
PA and IA in youth and family ministries. Prior to his ordination, he served as 
a Christian counselor in the Des Moines, IA, area.

Pastor Shannon looks forward to his ministry at Peace with the challenges 
of a start-up church, where new programs are developing, older programs 

are settling in, and opportunity abounds. He will be combining teaching/mentoring skills while ministering 
the congregation and community, as well as developing outreach/evangelical programs to the Watertown 
community and beyond.

Pastor Shannon and his wife, Cyndi, have four children: Joseph, Jesse, Jacob and Jalynn.  ♦ 

—Submitted by James Lindgren

northWest district Gathers 
—Pastor Ingrid Aderhold

Fellowship time

Pastor Ingrid Aderhold

Pastor Jaynan Clark

Pastor Warren Baker

Pastor David Drum

l-r: Pastors Bruce Nelson and 
Shannon Bauer
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Greetings from the sands of Camp Buehring, 
Kuwait!  I am wrapping up my year of service as a 
military chaplain with a unit of about 600 soldiers 
from Minnesota. I have found this ministry a 
fruitful place in which to proclaim the Gospel of 
Christ. Specifically, I conducted numerous pastoral 
counseling sessions, led prayers for soldiers before 
they headed out on their missions, and led a worship 
service at Camp Buehring. 

Over this past year I saw the trials that soldiers 
face during deployments—not being at the side of 
a dying grandparent, receiving the infamous “Dear 
John” break-up letters (though in this age, they come 
via Facebook or email), and seeing the more basic 
struggles of simply being away from their spouses 
and kids for a year.      

I also saw God at work in wonderful ways.  After 
several weeks of Bible and Small Catechism teaching, 
I had the honor of baptizing two soldiers on All Saints 
Sunday. I also taught two other soldiers, who elected 
to be baptized at home. The mission field today is 
ripe and ready for disciples of Christ to proclaim His 
Good News in Word and deed.

However, I think our military families face the biggest 
challenges during a deployment. My soldiers get fed 
three times a day, have their laundry washed for them 
and are given specific instructions for carrying out the 
tasks at hand.  Back at home, our soldiers’ families 
have to function for an entire year—separated 
from loved ones, with one less person to help with 
homework, clean the house, or simply be close and 
share memories. Of course, with today’s technology, 
family members and soldiers can see each other 
through Skype and similar video services, but it is 
not the same as being home.  

I want to encourage all of you to reach out to the 
military families in your congregation and in your 
community.  Many times, they might be struggling if 
one parent is deployed. By showing that you care, you 
can show God’s love to these families. If you don’t 
know where to start or don’t have anybody in your 

congregations serving in the military, I encourage 
you to seek out a local Beyond the Yellow Ribbon 
organization. This nationwide organization serves 
as a place to help volunteers connect with military 
families.    

I give thanks for all the support I received, and I 
wish you a blessed day as we continue to celebrate 
the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the 
Christ.  

Rev. Jeremy Pedersen
Chaplain, 2nd Battalion, 135th Infantry Regiment, 

Minnesota Army National Guard
Camp Buehring, Kuwait

Jpedersen001@luthersem.edu  ♦

LEttEr from A miLitAry ChApLAin
— Rev. Jeremy Pedersen

I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.
— Philippians 4:13

Above: Rev. Pedersen leading worship

Right: State Chaplain (COL) John 
Morris with Rev. Pedersen 

Below: Baptized soldiers receive 
Small Catechisms 
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“We just didn’t want to close our doors,” explains 
Irene Enlund, a founding member of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Holbrook, Arizona, population 5,079. 
“We need our church, and we didn’t believe it was 
finished.”

But the always-small congregation had dwindled 
to fewer than ten people at worship, and synod 
authorities insisted that the only reasonable course 
of action was to close the doors. Church members 
disagreed. Their assets included a suitable building, 
no debt, and a determined congregational spirit.  
Surely, some way could be found to retain their little 
church!

In December 2011, the congregation joined LCMC. 
In February 2012,  LCMC Pastor Jeff Johnson, a long-
time friend of the tiny congregation, was installed 
as its shepherd. Several LCMC churches in Arizona 
provided modest financial assistance. Slowly, former 
members and newcomers began to fill the pews 
once again. Attendance is still small, but has more 
than doubled since the end of 2011. Members are 
convinced this trend will continue.

“Small churches have a history of being stepping 
stones for young pastors and winding-down places 
for older ones,” Pastor Johnson notes. “I grew up 
in a town about the same size as Holbrook, and I 
knew if this congregation was to succeed, it needed 
leadership that was committed to being part of the 
community.“

Pastor Johnson and his wife, Mary, purchased a 
home in Holbrook and share the congregation’s 
sense of mission. “Holbrook is a very nice town 
facing more than its share of challenges—economic 
and otherwise. We believe that the congregation 
has both the responsibility and the privilege to be a 
Christian voice here. We couldn’t be more delighted 
to be part of it,” Johnson concludes.

During its recent Lenten Bible study, congregational 
members studied Nehemiah, rebuilder of the walls of 

Jerusalem.  Members saw similarities between 

Nehemiah’s difficult task and their own. “Nothing 
is impossible with God’s help,” says congregational 
president Del Novell. With God’s help, tiny Peace 
Lutheran not only has kept its doors open, but 
has begun to rebuild itself as a Gospel presence in 
Holbrook.

If you’re traveling through Arizona on I-40, stop at 
Peace Lutheran Church in Holbrook. Join us for 10 
a.m. worship and be a part of the rebuilding process 
for a Sunday. Visitors are always welcome.  ♦

pEACE LuthErAn: doors stiLL opEn!
— Mary K. Johnson

For more information, contact:
peace.lutheran.holbrook@gmail.com

Left: Pastor Johnson 
accepts letter of call 
from Congregational 
President Del Novell 

Below: The Peace 
family at Coffee 

Fellowship



Devotional Series . . .

Christ or the Church?
— Pastor Mark Graham

Which comes first, Christ or the church? 

Yes, Paul writing to the Colossians describes the church 
as the very body of Christ in the world. Indeed, it is the 
will of Christ that we act in such complete concert with 
Him, embodying His love and truth, that the world will 
see Him, even as it sees us.

But when the church doesn’t live accordingly, when 
it rejects the Headship of Jesus Christ, then we have 
decisions to make and ultimate priorities to consider. If 
that happens, we come to a crossroads of a crisis. Which 
then will be first in our lives: Christ or the church?

That time came in 2009 for us at St. John, Roanoke, 
Virginia. Perhaps it came earlier for you and your 
congregation, or maybe later, but it comes to us all. The 
debate over the authority of Scripture is the main issue. 
But the particular point of contention, of course, centers 
on the biblical doctrine of marriage and human sexuality. 
Is the Bible right on these core matters? Which is to say, 
is Christ right?  

When our former denomination determined Christ was 
wrong and mandated extraordinary changes in ministry, 
faith and obedience, our leadership believed the church 
had separated itself from Christ. So we put forth a vote 
to separate from it.

Christ or the church? We had to decide our priority. We 
could no longer have both.

When the dust on the final vote settled, and we counted 
up the casualties from the battle at this crossroads, we 
lamented great losses. This was not a little skirmish that 
later everyone could laugh off over drinks at the club. 
People—the very Body of Christ—had to decide. It was 
either follow Christ or the church. That’s a great divider, 
indeed.

“...’choose this day whom you will serve,’ declares Joshua. 
‘But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!’ ”

— Joshua 24:15

Looking back, we can see where the division basically 
came. The congregation was split into two camps, not 
exactly, but largely.

In one camp were those who had come to Christ through 
the church. Through friendships, ministries, and activities 
in the church, they had gotten to know Christ. When 
the church was questioned and challenged, it shook 
their world. The church had their allegiance, and they 
fought hard for it and for our continuing participation 
in the denomination they loved so deeply. In their eyes, 
separating from the church denomination would be 
tantamount to separating from Christ. The church came 
first, so most in this camp left for churches still loyal to 
the denomination.

In the other camp were those who had come to the 
church through Christ. At some point, they had been 
brought into a saving relationship of faith with Christ. 
It may have happened in the context of a congregation, 
but it could just as well have been through the witness 
of a friend, a neighborhood small group or other setting. 
As a result, when the church was questioned it did not 
shake their world. They could see themselves in a variety 
of church settings and organizations—as long as Christ 
was the main focus. Separating from the church was not 
the same as separating from Christ, for Christ came first. 
Most in this camp remained joyfully in the congregation.

Which comes first, Christ or the church?

In every generation, this question must be decided. If 
we choose Christ, the church of Christ always follows. If 
we choose the church, Christ may be lost in the midst of 
other priorities.  ♦
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Dates to Remember

July 5-8  Youth Encounter Impact!    
          Nashville, Tennessee

August 12-17  LCMC Family Camp
         Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp
         Kalispell, Montana

September 1  Annual Gathering Early 
         Bird Registration Deadline

October 7-10 Annual Gathering
         Denver, Colorado

October 10-11 New Ministry Workshop
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