
by the word

We are an association of congregations and individuals, free in Christ,
accountable to one another, rooted in Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions,

and working together to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission 
to go and make disciples of all nations.

1st Quarter, 2012
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Engaging Our Culture: 
The Church is Mission!

                                                                  — Pastor Dale Wolf
                                                                                                  Atonement Lutheran Church, Fargo, NDAtonement Lutheran Church in Fargo, ND 
will be hosting this years annual Leadership 
Conference, April 15-18. We are very 
excited to welcome LCMC’s pastors and 
leaders. The theme for this year’s gathering 
is Engaging the Culture: The Church in 
Mission!  The Scripture text for the week is 
1 Corinthians 9:22b-23.  
The Leadership Conference is important. 
From its early days, LCMC has wanted 
pastors and church leaders to have the 
opportunity to come together for learning, 
fellowship and worship. Each component 
will be important in this year’s gathering.  

Dr. Walter Sundberg will speak on Monday 
about Lutheran understanding and doctrine 
of conversion. This is so important if our 
churches are going to make a difference for 
the Kingdom of God. Pastor John Burke 
will speak on Tuesday about how we can 
engage our culture and engage people who 
carry many burdens and do not know Jesus. 
Mrs. Rebecca Meidinger will speak on 
Wednesday about matters of sexuality and 
abstinence. In our highly sexually-charged 
culture, this message is both practical and 
important.  
We will also hear what is going on in LCMC. 
There will be a few breakout sessions and 
much time for fellowship. We will have 
a time of music, worship and drama on 

... continued on page 10

Walt Sundberg
is a professor of 
church history at 
Luther Seminary in 
St. Paul, MN. He has 
served as a pastor 
and chaplain, and is 
a prolific author.

For more info about each speaker, go to www.lcmc.net 

John Burke
is lead pastor at 
Gateway Community 
Church, Austin, TX, 
and president of 
Emerging Leadership 
Initiative. He and his 
wife, Kathy, have two 
children.

Rebecca Meidinger
is the director of 
Far Above Rubies, a 
ministry to teen girls. 
She and her husband, 
Paul, live in Fargo, 
ND, and have three 
young children.



From the Board...
     —Rev. Martha Uecker Nelson

In Mission for Christ
Since we joined LCMC, I have 

heard it said that congregations need to be involved 
both locally and globally in mission and ministry. 
It’s important to reach out to our neighbors in our 
community, but it is equally important to reach out to 
our neighbors around the world. We are commanded 
by Christ to go and make disciples. Doing this is in our 
association’s name, as well as in our very essence. We 
are to be in mission for Christ.

We already have strong connections with LCMC 
churches around the world—in Mexico, Viet Nam and 
Eastern Europe—congregations are connecting to 
ministries worldwide. Last February, we began talks 
with Ethiopian Evangelical Church, Mekane Yesus 
(EECMY) to have a partnership in the Gospel. At the 
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Annual Gathering last fall, we voted to formalize 
this relationship. We hope new global relationships 
between congregations in the LCMC and EECMY will 
grow from this partnership.

This April is the 2nd annual Theological Conference 
in Addis Ababa. Our own Rev. Kip Tyler is one of 
the keynote speakers. An invitation to attend the 
conference has been sent out to every congregation. 

We have an opportunity with the EECMY to share 
the Word of God with many who have never heard 
it. In turn, we can learn about their ministry style and 
structure, which is similar to ours. The EECMY has just 
celebrated 50 years as a church. They have much to 
share with us, and they are looking for our skills of 
running larger churches and organizational structure. 
They want pastors and other leaders to come to teach 
for a term or for a month at the seminary. Rev. Dr. 
Idosa, president of the EECMY, asked if congregations 
would consider sending books for the seminary over 
time. This is something that almost any size church 
could participate in doing.
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... continued on page 3

   Staff, Board of Trustees
   Service Coordinator: 
            Rev. Mark Vander Tuig - mark@lcmc.net
   Director of Operations: 
            Sharon MacFadyen - sharon@lcmc.net
   Administrative Assistant:
            Cathy Nichol - cathy@lcmc.net
    LCMC Communications/PR Specialist 
            Kristy Thomas - kristy@lcmc.net
   Pastoral Certification Coordinator: 
            Rev. Paul Spaulding - paul@lcmc.net
   LCMC Military Endorser: 
            Rev. Tim White - twhite@megavision.com

              7000 Sheldon Road                734.207.5400                                                                             
             Canton, MI 48187          Toll Free: 866.720.LCMC (5262)       

   LCMC Board of Trustees:
   Rev. Kip Tyler, Chair
    Rev. Becky Lee, Vice Chair
    Rev. Martha U. Nelson, Secretary
    Mr. Kirk Dean, Treasurer
    Mrs. Anne Gran
    Rev. Bruce Gamache
    Rev. John Waak   
    Rev. Bruce Wilder     

You may obtain individual contact 
information by phoning the 
National Offices of LCMC at

     734-207-5400

    or toll free: 
     866-720-LCMC (5262)

or by e-mailing:
lcmcboard@lcmc.net



    3

LCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLCMCLC

T•	 he 2012 National Gathering will be held October 
7-10 in Denver, CO. The theme is “Amabassadors 
for Christ.” Keynote speakers will be Reggie 
McNeil, Gemechis Buba and Mike Breem.

T•	 here were 13 applicants for grants from the 
Seminarian Debt Relief Fund. Each received 
$5,000, the maximum grant.

M•	 ark Vander Tuig reported on his trip to South 
America/Blessman Ministries.

M•	 ark Vander Tuig reported that 25 churches in 
Haiti are applying to join LCMC.

T•	 he upcoming EECMY Conference in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, in April was discussed. Kip 
Tyler will be a keynote speaker, and Mark Vander 
Tuig and John Waak will represent LCMC at the 
event.

T•	 he Board of Trustees met with Thrivent 
Financial representatives to thank them for their 
generous gift to LCMC that helped fund the 
Annual Gathering.

T•	 he Ministry Board reported they have compiled 
a list of volunteers for a Pastoral Mediation Team 
to use as a resource when needed.  ♦

Board Business
—Rev. Martha Eucker Nelson, 

Secretary, LCMC Board of Trustees

From the Board, continued from page 2. . .

We are building a network of congregations to be 
involved with ministry in Ethiopia. In true LCMC style, 
this network happens by grassroots efforts. Many 
congregations already have strong ties to various 
ministries. New partners are welcome. We have a 
link on our website to help make connections. There 
are many ways to get involved.

For example, our church, Hosanna!, has a ministry 
partnership in Ethiopia, which staffs a community 
center where children come to learn about Jesus. 
We help children to attend school by providing 
uniforms and supplies, and give scholarships for 

LCMC continues to see steady growth in both 
congregational membership as well as donations 
to all the general and restricted funds. 2011 ended 
very strong, with a significant budget surplus in the 
general account. We saw some significant increases 
in many of our expense accounts, but these were 
easily absorbed with the additional donations from 
member congregations. 

Financially, 2012 looks to be very similar. We saw 
a surplus in January exceeding $46,000, because 
many congregations make year-end donations in 
December and January. We have not yet heard from 
Thrivent regarding their Lutherans church body grant 
for 2012, which has been a wonderful boost to our 
program funding in recent years.  

Holding the Annual Gathering in a convention center 
for the first time was definitely a learning experience.  
A generous Thrivent grant covered over $67,000 of 
expenses not covered by registrations, as well as the 
costs associated with the New Ministry Workshop.  

This is the final year of my term as treasurer for 
LCMC. If any of you are interested and qualified to 
act in this capacity, please express your interest to 
one of the board members. The general election of 
a new treasurer will be held at the Annual Gathering 
this October in Denver.  ♦

Financial snapshot
—Kirk Dean, 

Treasurer, LCMC Board of Trustees

some to study at university. Some of the kids we 
helped have graduated, and are now helping to 
support others in need. (For more information about 
Hosanna!’s mission partnership, contact Rev. Nelson 
at marthaunelson@yahoo.com.)

I encourage you to make the commitment to be 
involved with international ministries. Jesus calls 
each of us into mission. We have an opportunity to 
respond.

“...and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” — Acts 1:8b  ♦

— Martha Uecker Nelson 
Secretary, LCMC Board of Trustees  



Word of God, Littleton, Colorado, shares this 
story about their Epiphany Celebration, thinking 
it may spark interest for other churches to do this 
next year... 

Kathleen and Jo Ann 
hosted a memorable 
Epiphany Celebratioon 
for their fellow 
members from Word of 
God Lutheran Church 
in Littleton, Colorado. 

Guests found words of 
welcome at their host’s door. 
Set within the year 2012 
were the initials 
           C — Caspar
           B — Balthasar

M — Melchior
followed by

“Christus Mansionem Benedicat,” which means 
“Christ this Mansion Bless.”

Our hostesses told us 
about the history of The 
King’s Cake.

The Epiphany devotion, 
led by Pastor Janet, was 
a study from the carol 
The Twelve Days of 
Christmas.    

For more information, contact Pastor Janet at:
pastorjanetchristiansen@gmail.com 

or visit our website at WordOfGodLCMC.org  ♦4

  
  Today’s Word:  Sanctification
                                                    — Tony Stoutenburg

Sanctification means to make holy. In its various 
forms (sanctify, sanctified, sanctifies), it appears 
35 times in the ESV, 16 in the NIV and 141 in the 
KJV.

In everyday God talk, it is not uncommon to hear 
phrases like, “God has justified us, so now we 
should work on our sanctification.” Reputable 
Christian websites contain statements like, 
“Sanctification is not instantaneous because it is 
not the work of God alone. The justified person 
is actively involved in submitting to God’s will, 
resisting sin, seeking holiness, and working to be 
more godly.”

I respectfully disagree.

The Hebrew word qadash and the Greek 
word agiasmos are also translated as consecrate, 
to hallow or to set apart. Twice in the Old 
Testament it is used to describe pagan worship 
(2 Kings 10:20 and Isaiah 66:17.) It is an action in 
Tabernacle ritual in Leviviticus 10:3.

In every other use of the term—in both 
Testaments—it is God who sanctifies, or God 
who is our sanctification. As human beings, we 
are always passive before God.

Because we are justified by the cross, we are 
free—truly free—to be ourselves, to use our 
brains in the battles of life. And when the old Adam 
raises his ugly head, then in our freedom, we use 
the Law to restrain evil in ourselves. When we do, 
we can avoid individual sins (and I recommend 
this, personally).But, since sinfulness is a state of 
being, not just a set of behaviors, the best we can 
hope for is to be slightly-better-behaved sinners.

Since even our righteous deeds are nothing more 
than filthy rags, we cannot sanctify ourselves any 
more than we can justify ourselves. It is God who 
sets us apart, consecrates us and makes us holy. 
And we do well to remember that we rely solely 
on “Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption,  so that, as it is written, ‘Let the one 
who boasts, boast in the Lord.’” (1Corinthians 
1:30-31 ESV).  ♦

An Epiphany to Remember
— Pastor Janet Christiansen
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A Word from Mark...

When we began LCMC, I had no idea what would 
become of us—and didn’t really worry about it. I 
just figured if we kept our eyes on Jesus, the Lord 
would work it out. I certainly had no idea there 
would be congregations from other parts of the world 
that would want to associate with us—but what is 
now happening is amazing! It began with a few 
congregations in Mexico, then from Vietnam, and 
now we are in 11 countries—with more on the way.

Just over a year ago, I was in Ethiopia talking about 
developing a relationship with the Evangelical 
Ethiopian Church Mekane Yesus, and we have 
made some progress. Late last year, we realized 
that our relationship with the LCMC churches in 
Vietnam would change—our evangelist was not 
allowed entrance into the country. We then turned to 
Cambodia, where LCMC is now officially recognized 
by that government, and from there we will serve 
pastors and leaders in Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand 
and Laos. Just last month, one of our pastors met 
with 25 congregations, their pastors and leaders in 
Haiti, who have now voted to join LCMC. They even 
formed a geographic district of LCMC in Haiti!  

What is most amazing about these international 
partners is what they can teach us. Someone who 
joins a church in Vietnam or any of these other 
countries doesn’t join because of anger at the pastor 
of the church they used to go to or because they 
moved to a different town. The people who join do so 
because someone introduced them to Jesus, and they 
now want to be with others who know Him as well. 
Very few churches in America of any denomination 
are growing because of conversion—if they are 
growing, it is often by transfer. We need to learn how 
to tell people about Jesus and invite them into what 
the Lord is doing in our generation.

This is not easy for us—it is not familiar to us, nor is 
it part of our history.  But it is my prayer that we will 
find a way to once again to make “mission” a part of 
the very fabric of our faith. Maybe we start by simply 
committing ourselves to “making disciples”—the 
only thing that Jesus told us to do. And one of the 
most critical qualities of a disciple is that they make 
more disciples. This is a part of what our sisters and 
brothers in these other nations have figured out—that 
the Great Commission belongs to the local church, 
and if it is going to get done, it is going to get done 
in them.

In Luther’s explanation to the third and fourth 
petitions to the Lord’s Prayer, he speaks to this call.  
He says that God’s Kingdom and His will is going 
to be accomplished, nothing will stop it. But in this 
prayer, we ask that it will come also to us, that His 
will may be accomplished also among us. We know, 
at least in part, His will—to make disciples.  I believe 
we can learn how to do this, and it may be that those 
in other countries will be able to teach us!

I thank God that this is His association, and His 
plans for it are so much more than I ever could have 
thought or imagined!  ♦

— Mark Vander Tuig,
LCMC Service Coordinator

Article Deadline for
2nd Quarter Newsletter:

April 25,  2012

Send to: 
joyminion@gmail.com
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I have traveled to Ensenada, Mexico, on a mission 
trip each summer since 2008, but always wished I 
could stay longer than a week. By the grace of God 
that dream came true last summer—I received an 
internship and worked for YUGO Ministries for six 
weeks. 

Though this internship was a dream come true, it was 
not free—I could not pay for it alone and needed help. 
Living Word Lutheran in Lantana, Florida, supported 
my dream financially and through prayer. 

During my time in Mexico, our ministry group built 
29 houses (I personally worked on 5 of them), and a 
BBQ feeding station. We also helped with multiple 
VBS sessions. Hundreds of lives changed in Mexico 
thanks to the support I received. It was tough packing 
up my bags for the bittersweet return home ... but 
I’ll return again next summer for 10 weeks!

When we are in the mission field, it is easy to love 
the children and a joy to play with them and teach 
them ... but there are also adults that we need 

Changing LivEs in MExiCO
— Matt Cantwell

to reach and 
help become 
children of God. 

Here is a story 
about Luis—our 
new brother 
in Christ. This 
is my favorite 
story from my 
last journey to 
Mexico. 

Luis spoke a 
mix of Spanish 
and English, so 
we struck up 
a conversation. 

Luis was a guy who was difficult to work with, but 
we kept on loving him and being nice. One day Luis 
came to me and asked, “Why have you been so nice 
to me?” and “Why do you believe in God?” 

Luis began telling me his story, telling me he thought 
of himself as the devil. He had been to jail, was an 
alcoholic and previously a drug addict. I explained 
how Christianity was all about grace—he could give 
it all up and become a Christian. I wasn’t forcing 
him to do it, but said when he was ready I would 
be there. I challenged him to go home and read the 
Bible, not knowing if he would.  

Luis and Matt

Working on building projects 

Matt on a hillside overlooking an Ensenada neighborhood

Photos courtesy of
Matt Cantwell

... continued on next page



Titles—to some they’re important, and to others 
nothing more than hullabaloo. What say you? For 
some, I think it depends on how the called sees him 
or herself: as one elevated, or as one humble for the 
sake of the call. For me, the later is true. American 
Lutheran Church honors me with the call and title of 
Pastor. I’m grateful. But, serving is not about a title, 
it’s about the call. Serving as a pastor is an amazing 
responsibility. It says to some in the community, “This 
one has a unique role.” Yet, I often remind myself that 
this cannot go to my head.  I stay grounded knowing 
God doesn’t call me “Pastor.” He knows me instead 
as His child and friend. 

Outside the church, however, many people don’t 
know who I represent. I seldom wear a collar, and 
they probably can’t identify me by what I wear. Now, 
wearing a collar is just fine, but for me, it’s not who I 
am. I’m an everyday Joe: blue jeans, a sweater and a 
pair of leather shoes are more my style.  Nevertheless, 
my not wearing a collar often makes life interesting.

Oddly, folks tend to mutate into something they’re 
not when they’re around a pastor. Maybe it’s because 
the reality of God’s existence confronts them—not 
because of me, but because of who and what I 
represent. Being real with people allows me to reach 
out and befriend. The way I see it, the collar’s a barrier 
to be authentic in ways otherwise not possible. Some 
have a tendency to see status, and not the call for 
which the collar represents.  It’s for these reasons and 
more that I choose to represent myself just as I am.

At the end of the day, I hope to be known only as a 
child of God with a wonderful call. I’m not a “Most 
Holy Right Reverend.” I’m just a regular guy with 
a special role. And like you, I’m a servant of the 
Lord—one who needs prayer, love and support.

Whether I’m “Pastor” or “Jason”—either is fine.  
But really, being called a friend—that’ll do! Being 
your friend: now that bestows upon me a title that I’d 
really like to have.

For more on this topic, contact Jason at
jbonnicksen@alckellogg.org  ♦

call Me “Friend”
—Jason Bonnicksen,

Pastor, American Lutheran Church, Kellogg, Idaho
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Luis came back the next day excited to tell me that 
he had read the Bible and had enjoyed it. He told me 
it was the first day he could remember not having a 
hangover. Later that day, Luis came up to me and said 
he was ready, he wanted to give his life away. That 
day, on a partially-built roof, Luis accepted Christ to 
be the Savior of his life. Later that week as we were 
saying good-bye, Luis pulled out his Bible and asked, 
“What should I read next?” 

Luis’ life had was transformed in four days. Without 
the donations I received, I wouldn’t have met Luis; if 
I hadn’t met Luis, he might not be a Christian today. 
He will now be with us in heaven because of the 
support I received. Thank you for letting me serve in 
your name. Thank you for changing lives.  ♦ 

Matt Cantwell is 19 years old and attends Florida Gulf Coast 
University. If you would like to help support Matt’s mission trip 
this summer, donations may be sent to Living Word Lutheran 
Church, 2116 Lantana Road, Lantana, FL 33462, with a memo 
note: Matt’s Mexico Mission.

Above, left: Street scenes in 
Ensenada showing existing housing

Matt with the children
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
   GettinG to Know. . .

Clear Lake, Wisconsin

First Lutheran is currently experiencing its greatest 
growth over its long history, and is poised to break 
ground this spring on a new million dollar facility. 

The congregation is a community of down-to-earth, 
hard-working people united by a traditional faith 
bequeathed to them from ages past. Ours is a simple 
trust in the saving grace of Christ and the inspiration 
and authority of His Word. We don’t boast of 
being a giant, but take heart that the Lord’s small 
mustard seed nurtures a growing Sunday school of 
85 children. 

We’re simply a band of generous believers seeking 
to reach out to our neighbors and the world with 
the love of Christ. Our departure from the ELCA was 
a challenging process, yet we are stronger for it. We 
trust God will bless those who remain steadfast in 
Him. Our mission statement captures our heart, 
“Growing God’s Family by Serving.” Thanks be to 
God!  ♦    

Growing God’s family by serving.

The seed that led the germination of the First 
Lutheran congregation of today was planted on 
a cold winter evening in 1918. An impending 
snowstorm had providentially brought two pastors 
to take refuge in our small town of Clear Lake. 

The pastors were made welcome at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. O. E. Linderson, and the ensuing 
conversation brought out the need of a Lutheran 
congregation for the village. Plans were made for 
visiting pastors and students to begin conducting 
services immediately in different homes. By spring,  
the congregation was officially chartered with 22 
communicant members and 16 children under the 
auspices of the mission Board of the Augustana 
Synod. 

Today, First Lutheran gives thanks for a current 
fellowship of some 524 souls. The congregation is 
served by Pastor Bryan Anderson, whose roots were 
in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 

—Submitted by Pastor Bryan Anderson



The history of the Belarus Lutheran Church (BLC) goes back 
to the 16th century. In Soviet times, beginning in 1919, the 
BLC was completely destroyed. Some Church buildings were 
turned into museums, warehouses, cinemas ... the majority 
demolished.

In 2009, a 4,000 sq. 
ft. abandoned cafe 
was purchased in 
Mazolova to be the 
headquarters of the 
Belaurs Lutheran 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Fellowship (BLMF). Renovations started in 2010, but BLMF 
needs funds to complete the renovations. (See chart below.)

Please pray about joinging with BLMF founder and leader, 
Valery Hryhoryk, to help rebuild Christianity in Belarus.
Contact office@eemn.org or call 505.990.1639 for more 
information.
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Left: Valery Hryhoryk 
pouring concrete

—Submitted by Eric Debelak

About Belarus:
“The government of Belarus continues 
to violate its citizens’ freedom of thought, 
conscience, and religion or belief in 
law and practice. Belarus is ruled by 
an authoritarian regime ... some human 
rights groups compare the current 
religious freedom situation in Belarus to 
that under Soviet rule.”

— U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom’s 2011 Report

Right: Valery with group

Sunday, April 15
5:30     Registration
7:00     Worship Music, Fun and 
              Fellowship  
8:00     Dessert and Coffee

Monday, April 16
8:00     Registration
9:00     Welcome and Opening 
              Worship
10:10    Break
10:40  Rev. Dr. Walter Sundberg
11:40   LCMC / Rev. Mark Vander
              Tuig
12:30   Lunch at Trinity
1:15     Singing
1:30     Walt Sundberg / Q & A
3:00     Adjourn for the Day

Tuesday, April 17
9:00     Worship with Devotion/
              Bible Study
9:30     Rev. John Burke
10:30   Break
11:00   LCMC/Rev. Mark Vander
              Tuig
12:15   Lunch 
1:15     Singing
1:30     Rev. John Burke / Q&A
2:45     Break
3:00     Breakout Session
4:00     Breakout Session

Wednesday, April 18
8:30     Worship / Devotion
9:00     Mrs. Rebecca Meidinger
10:00   Break
10:15  Mrs. Rebecca Meidinger
1:00    Closing Worship

Tentative agendaSunday, April 15, at 7 pm for those 
who can attend. The formal opening 
worship is on Monday morning. If 
you can be here Sunday evening, 
you will be blessed! The gathering 
will run through Wednesday noon. 
Many of you will be traveling, so 
we want to make it worth your 
time! Friends are welcome to 
attend, especially those who want 
to learn more about LCMC.
Registration includes breaks, lunch 
on Monday and Tuesday, and 
dessert on Sunday night. Attendees 
are on their own for the evening 
meals. ♦

Conference, continued...

For registration and lodging info, 
visit www.lcmc.net

Click on “Events,” then on 
“Leadership Conference.” 



       To build better
     relationships,

    you need the 
     right tools.

The training you need
Step by step

With PREPARE/ENRICH, 
you don’t just get a 
packet of instructions to 
gigure out on your own. 
You’ll get thorough 
training on the program, 
providing you with 
the skills you need 
to use the PREPARE/
ENRICH materials most 
effectively.

You’ll learn how to:

Administer•  the online 
assessment

Interpret•  couples’ 
reports

Provide•  useful 
feedback to couples

Guide•  couples’ 
exercises

Te• ach relationshipskills

Wor• k more effectively 
with couples

     PREPARE          ENRICH

www.prepare-enrich.com

The PREPARE/ENRICH 
Certification Workshop is 
designed to help facilitators 
learn how to administer 
PREPARE/ENRICH 
and provide feedback to 
premarital and married 
couples using six core 
and over 20 supplemental 
exercises. Learn to help 
couples identify their 
strengths and growth 
areas in categories such as 
Communication, Conflict 
Resolution, Spiritual Beliefs 
& Financial Management.

Thursday, April 9 2012

9:00 - 4:00

$175

Lunch is included

First Lutheran Church
619 Broadway N.
Fargo, ND 58102

Seminar Director:

Pam Hulstrand

To register, 
contact Pam at

612.741.6613

or

pamhul@earthlink.net

Abiding Word

Abiding Word Lutheran Church, Brenham, TX, was 
organized by a group of confessional Lutherans who 
felt their present churches had drifted away from 
Biblical teachings and Scriptural authority. Abiding 
means continuing without change. We believe God 
is always with us, continuing without change, and 
the Holy Scriptures through which we know Him 
also continue without change. 

In the months following our first meeting, we found a 
place to worship, started our constitution and created 
committees to complete all of the necessary projects. 
We built our altar, lectern, baptismal font and 
projection screen. On August 4, 2011, we joined the 
LCMC and started our search for a full-time pastor.

We held our first worship service on October 2, 2011, 
with about 180 people attending. The service was a 
blended service with traditional and contemporary 
music. Since then we have maintained an average of 
90 people per service. We have called our first pastor, 
Rev. Martin Moore, who will begin his pastoral duties 
by April 1, 2012.

The journey for Abiding Word Lutheran Church 
has just started, but our mission is clear. We know 
that God will continue to guide us each and every 
day. We must pay attention and not get in the way of 
His ultimate plan. God’s Word is our guide and we 
remember that “The Word of the Lord abides forever” 
1 Peter 1:25 (RSV).  ♦

—Submitted by Jenny Wehmeyer
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For more information, visit our website at 
www.abidingwordbrenham.org 

or email us at info@abidingwordbrenham.org 



Pastor 
Johnette 
Grefe
was ordained at 
Medicine Lake 
Lutheran Church, 
Medicine Lake, 
MT, on Decem-
ber 4, 2011. Pas-
tors Warren Bak-

er and Ingrid Aderholdt presided at the service.

Pastor Johnette was a church pianist/organist for 
43 years. She was a Lay Pastoral assistant in the 
ELCA, spending nearly 30 years filling pulpits in area 
churches. She began serving at Medicine Lake Lu-
theran in 2000. Several years ago, they left the ELCA 
and joined LCMC. Pastor Johnette also serves at Re-
serve Lutheran, Reserve, MT. She and her husband, 
John, are retired rancher/farmers. They have three 
children and five grandchildren.  ♦

o r d i n at i o n s 

—Submitted by Pastor Warren Baker

Pastor Jeannie 
Bergstrom
was ordained at Grace 
Lutheran Church, 
Nashua, MT, on De-
cember 4, 2011. Pas-
tor Warren Baker and 
Pastor Ingrid Ader-
holdt presided at the 
service.

Jeannie has a BS in biology and has worked as a 
medical technologist for 37 years. She began the Lay 
Pastoral Program (ELCA) in 2008, but did not finish 
because she was working with a group who wanted 
to leave the ELCA. She helped to organize Grace Lu-
theran in the spring of 2010, and served as its lay 
pastor until her ordination. She began taking classes 
at Beyond the RIver Academy in 2010. Jeannie and 
her husband, Larry, have three children—Dawn, 
Shawn and Becky—andd four grandchildren.  ♦ 

—Submitted by Pastor Warren Baker

Rev. Mark Lund was ordained at Living Word 
Lutheran Church, Marshall, MN, on January 22, 
2012. Pastor Mark Richardson, Augustana District 
Service Coordinator (LCMC), presided at the service. 

Pastor Mark is a graduate of Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, MN, and is serving as pastor of Word of God 
Lutheran Church (LCMC) in Canby, MN.  He is the son 
of John and Marilyn Lund of Marshall.  ♦

—Submitted by Pastor Mark Lund—Submitted by Pastor Tim Glendening  

Rev. Tim Glendening
was  ordained at Hope 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Smithfield, NE, 
on December 3, 2011. 
Pastor Keith Menter of Elk 
Horn Lutheran Church, Elk 
Horn, IA, presided over the 
service. 

After sharing their “Out of 
the Darkness” ministry on 
depression in more than 

1,000 churches nationwide, Pastor Tim and his wife, 
Jan, became members of LCMC in 2006. He received 
his clergy certification through colloquy with the 
Epiphany District in 2008 and has been active 
serving as pulpit supply throughout the Midwest. 
Tim and Jan have been married for 39 years and 
enjoy spending time with their two children and 
three granddaughters.  ♦ 

l-r: Pastors Keith Menter 
and Tim Glendening

l-r: Pastors Ingrid Aderholdt, 
Johnette Grefe, Warren Baker 

l-r: Pastors Ingrid Aderholdt, 
Jeannie Bergstrom, Warren Baker 

Rev. 
Mark 
Lund

Front row, l-r: Pastors Mark Richardson, Dave
Christensen, Tom Jacobson and Randy Freund.
Back row, l-r: Pastors Tom Stenzel, Bruce Berg, 
Mark Lund, Kelly Wasberg and Wolfgang 
Laudert.



was installed as 
the first pastor 
at Hope Luther-
an Church, Hu-
ron, SD, on No-
vember 6, 2011. 

Congregational president Rich Reimer presented 
Pastor Tom. Pastor Paul Knudson, Faith Lutheran 
church, Hutchinson, MN, presided.  Hope Lutheran 
(LCMC) began on May 22, 2011. As of Dec. 31, 2011, 
they have an average attendance of 77.

Pastor Tom has been a pastor for 21 years, serving 
parishes in Hecla and Watertown, SD. He is also a 20-
year veteran of the Minnesota Army National Guard, 
serving 10 years as a chaplain.  He is a rostered pastor 
in both the LCMC and NALC. Pastor Tom and his wife, 
Janet, have been married 23 years. Together they 
have three children, Paul, Mark and Sarah.  ♦

Rev. Charles 
Stevenson 
was ordained 
at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, 
Peabody, MA, on 
September 26, 
2010. Pastor Ray 
Phyles presided. 

Pastor Norm David delivered the sermon.  

Pastor Charles was raised in southeast Michigan. He 
has a PhD in electrical engineering and two divinity 
degrees from Yale University.  He is a professor of 
computer science at Salem State University (SSU), 
Salem, MA. He looks forward to the challenges of 
a “tent-making” ministry at St. John, where he will 
combine teaching/mentoring students at SSU with 
ministering to his congregation and conducting 
outreach programs to the North Shore Community. 
He and his wife, Joni, have four children: Ian, Colleen, 
Hannah and Keely.  ♦
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o r d i n at i o n s  /  i n s t a l l at i o n s

—Submitted by Meg Madson

Rev. Kerri Veit
was ordained and 
installed at Prince 
of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Taylor, TX, on 
February 20, 2011. 
Her husband, Gary A 
Veit (St. Paul Lutheran, 
Taylor, TX) presided 
at the ordination and 
delivered the sermon. 

Also in attendance were LCMC pastors Rev. Jon 
Bielfeldt, Rev. Scott Mann and Rev. Jack Bohls.

Kerri and Gary have two children: Benjamin and 
Ashleigh. Kerri is an avid reader of mysteries, edits 
her husband’s church newsletter and loves to 
dance.  

“Thanks be to God for all the blessings He has given 
me as I journeyed to this day!”  ♦ 

—Submitted by Pastor Kerri Veit

—Submitted by Rich Reimer

l-r: Pastors Paul Knudson and 
Tom Christenson

—Submitted by Pastor Darrel Wissman

Rev. Darrel Wissman
was ordained and installed 
at Fridhem Lutheran Church, 
Funk, NE, on January 8, 2012. 
Pastor Timothy Glendening 
presided over the service. 

Pastor Darrel’s best friend, 
Royce Corder, delivered the 
sermon. Church Council 
President Don Freitag was the 
Presenter.

Pastor Darrel has a BA and MA in education, a 
Certified Parish Ministry Associate degree in biblical 
studies, and additional hours in biblical studies. He 
served as pastor at three churches since 2000. He 
and his wife, Judy, have two grown and married 
children.  ♦ 

Pastor Darrel 
Wissman

l-r: Pastors Norm David, Charles 
Stevenson and Raymond Phyles

Pastors Gary and Kerri Veit

Rev. Tom 
Christenson



Rev. David 
Kramer
was installed as 
pastor at St. John 
Lutheran Church, 
Athol, KS, on No-
vember 6, 2011. 
Pastor Dennis 
Klinker (Faith Lu-
theran, Osborne, 
KS) presided. 
St. John’s joined 

LCMC in January 2011 as a Partnership for Missional 
Church congregation. 

Pastor Dave received his MDiv from Wartburg Theo-
logical Seminary. He previously served churches 
in North Dakota and Nebraska. He left the ELCA in 
October 2011, and joined LCMC shortly afterward.   
Pastor Dave and his wife, Joann (who is also a Lu-
theran pastor), have six living children and eight 
grandchildren.  ♦

i n s t a l l at i o n s

—Submitted by Dennis Klinker

Rev. Nick 
Henseler
was installed as 
the first pastor 
of Faith Lutheran 
Mission Church, 
Eau Claire, WI, 
on November 
13, 2011. Rev. 
Paul Spaulding 
presided and 

Rev. Mike Bradley delivered the sermon. 

Pastor Nick was a firefighter, environmental en-
gineer and   operations/production manager be-
fore getting his MDiv from The Master’s Institute 
in 2007. Before coming to Faith Lutheran, he pa-
stored Prince of Peace Lutheran in Davenport, 
Iowa, until November 2010. Pastor Nick enjoys 
motorcycling, walking, reading and cooking. He 
and his wife, Lori, have five adult children.  ♦ 

—Submitted by Dean Kallenbach

was installed at 
First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 
Iron Mountain, 
MI, on Novem-
ber 16, 2011. 

Pastor Steve Cowen from Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church in Iron Mountain, officiated. Pastor Charles 
Mzinga from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania preached the sermon.

Pastor Lindgren has been in the ministry over 30 
years.  He and his wife Judy had previously served 
congregations in Nebraska and Minnesota.  ♦

—Submitted by Pastor James Lindgren—Submitted by Pastor Mark Brickzin

Rev. Mark 
Brickzin
was installed 
at St. John Lu-
theran Church, 
Hatton, ND, 
on November 
13, 2011. Pas-
tor Curtis Til-

leraas (North Immanuel Lutheran Church, Pelican 
Rapids, MN), presided. Rev. Mark Ellingson (North-
wood, ND), Chaplain with Red River Valley Hospice, 
brought the message.

Pastor Mark and his wife, Sherry, came to serve the 
St. John congregation in August 2011.  He has served 
congregations in Minnesota and North Dakota 
since 1977. Most recently (2003-2011), he was the 
founding pastor of Christ Community Church LCMC 
of Pelican Rapids, MN.  ♦ 

l-r: Pastors Curtis Tilleraas, Mark Ellingson 
and Mark Brickzin

Standing, l-r: Pastors Dennis Klinker, 
Lorna Paulus, Diane Wagner, Jim Wagner, 
Tom Sahl and Gerald Breggren.
Seated, l-r: Pastor David Kramer and his 
wife, Pastor Joann Kramer

Front: Pastors Paul Spaulding 
and Nick Henseler

Rev. James 
Lindgren

l-r: Pastors James Lindgren 
and Charles Mzinga



Devotional Series . . .

Super Nike
— Pastor Dan Cloeter

A small temple sits atop the Acropolis in Athens in 
honor of Nike, the Greek goddess of victory. Nike, 
though, is not only the name of a Greek temple—or 
even the name of an athletic company—it is a word 
that appears in the Bible. Paul wrote that we are 
“super nike” or “super victorious” through Christ 
Jesus who loved us.

That’s an interesting comment in the context of life’s 
hurt and pain, which Paul describes in Romans 8. 
Paul says that we and our world are experiencing 
suffering due to the presence of sin.  It’s the reality of 
death, decay, sin and suffering that causes us to long 
for the eternal rather than the earthly.  Difficulties 
get our eyes off what’s temporary, placing them on 
the Eternal One who can fulfill our longings. 

The question is, does our God really care about 
us, and is He willing to help? Paul’s answer is 
“Absolutely! Yes!” First, he declares, “We know 
that all things work together for good to those who 
love God and are called according to His purpose!” 
(Romans 8:28).  Then he adds, “If God is for us, who 
can ever be against us?” (Romans 8:31).

The truth is: God is for us!  Those four words deserve 
our attention. First, GOD is for you. Your family 
may be ashamed of you and your friends may have 
deserted you, but God really cares about you!

God IS for you.  Not “may be,” not “has been, was 
or would be for you,” but “God is!”  He IS for you.  
Today.  Right now. At this very moment! There’s no 
need to wait in line or to come back tomorrow. He is 
for you right now. He’s not waiting for you to improve 

— Romans 8:31-39 —

yourself or to cut back on your shortcomings.  He IS 
for you.  

God is FOR you. I love to tell people, “If you were 
the only person on earth, God loves you so much 
that He’d send His Son to die just FOR you.” He’s 
not keeping His eye on you so He can zap you the 
moment you slip up. He’s not against you. God is 
FOR you. He’s on your side.

God is for YOU. If He had a calendar, your birthday 
would be circled on it. If He had a driveway, He’d 
have marked your initials in the wet cement. We 
even know that He has a tattoo, and what it says.  
His Word declares: “I’ve written your name on My 
hand.” How cool is that?

God once asked, “Can a mother forget the baby at 
her breast and have no compassion on the child to 
whom she’s given birth?”  That would be unthinkable, 
of course! But even if a mother could forget, God 
pledges, “I will not forget!”  (Isaiah 49:15).

God is for you. We know that’s true because Christ 
Jesus died for us, and was raised to life for us as well.  
Right now, He’s sitting at God’s right hand, speaking 
up for us! What does it matter who’s against you 
if you know Jesus is pleading for you? Though hell 
itself may be set against us, our confidence is that, 
in Christ, we’re always going to come out on top. We 
can’t lose! The victory’s assured! The resurrection is 
always the last word! 

The truth is: we are “super nike” in the risen Christ 
who loved us.  ♦
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Dates to Remember

April 16-18  Leadership Conference
          Atonement  Lutheran Church 
           Fargo, North Dakota

 April 19  Prepare/Enrich Seminar    

          Fargo, North Dakota

April 20-22  LCMC Men’s Retreat

April 21-26  Int’l Mission & Theological
                      Conference    

June 13-15  LCMC Board Meeting          
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