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We are an association of congregations and individuals, free in Christ,
accountable to one another, rooted in Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions,
and working together to fulfill Christ’s Great Commission
to go and make disciples of all nations.
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Annual Gathering in Des Moines!
“Growing in Christ”

— Mark Vander Tuig,

LCMC Service Coordinator

Lutheran Congregations

in Mission for Christ

Our next Annual Gathering will be held

on October 2-5, 2011, in Des Moines, Iowa.
Our theme for this year’s Gathering comes
from 1 Corinthians 3:6-7—“I planted the
seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it
grow. So neither he who plants nor he who
waters is anything but only God, who makes
things grow.”

The churches of Iowa and the Iowa District
of LCMC will be hosting our Gathering
this year and are preparing for us to
experience their offer of hospitality. These
congregations will be leading us in worship,
providing greeters and helping us to have a
great event together.
One of the biggest changes this year is our
location. We will be meeting at the Polk
County Convention Complex. This is the
first time we will not be hosted by a church—
our association has outgrown the facilities
that can host us. Each year our attendance
grows, and this year we hope for 1,500 to
gather. The Gathering hotels are all located
on the skywalk system of Des Moines and
are connected to the convention complex.
No matter what the weather, we will be able
to walk to the gathering in comfort.

Our speakers this year will also be
challenging, inspiring and encouraging!
Preaching at our opening worship will be
Bill Bohline, the senior pastor of Hosanna
Lutheran Church in Lakeville, Minnesota.
Monday morning, our Bible study leader
will be Pastor Elisha Ashley of Redeemer
Lutheran Church in Charlotte, North
Carolina.
Our keynote speaker is Pastor Greg
Ogden. From 1998-2002, Greg served
as Director of the Doctor of Ministry
Program at Fuller Theological Seminary
and Associate Professor of Lay Equipping
and Discipleship. Among the books he has
written is Unfinished Business: Returning
the Ministry to the People of God
(Zondervan, 2003).
Tuesday morning’s Bible study leader is
Dr. David Preus, former president of the
American Lutheran Church. Our keynote
will be given by Pastor T. J. Anderson.
Wednesday morning, our Bible study
will be offered by Pastor Carl Billings
of Discover Church of Brooklyn Park,
Minnesota, and our keynote speaker is
— continued on page 13

the insurance you purchase for us, and we also want
you to get the biggest bang for your buck.

From the Board...
— John Waak

Health Insurance

My grandfather was a busi-

nessman who also liked to
drive big, fancy and expensive
cars. He knew that in business, whether as a producer
or a consumer, you always have to be ready to change
your business strategy to outmaneuver your competition and to reach your financial goals.
Nowhere do we need to keep our business wits about
us more than when shopping for the church staff’s
health insurance. I am not an insurance guru. Neither
am I prepared to offer advice that will fit all the varied
insurance needs of our association. However, most of
us church staff very much appreciate and depend on

The Trustees have put forward three different insurance
plans for your consideration. While everyone would
like to have full coverage at a bargain basement price,
the reality of today’s market may require that you
shop for insurance with a new strategy. Granted, if the
medical needs of those whom you would like to cover
require a more expensive policy, that is the policy you
may need to offer. However, assuming your pastor is
in reasonably good health, you may want to explore
the possibility of purchasing a lower premium/higher
deductible plan. The higher deductible plans still offer
preventive care, and in some instances even better care
than the more expensive plans.
Major medical is the high ticket item of the insurance
policy. The shrewd businessman in you may want to
put pencil to paper and ask “If we put the financial
savings of a lower priced/higher deductible policy
— continued on page 6

This newsletter is a publication of LCMC, an association of churches and individuals.
Inclusion of articles is intended to provide information and does not imply official endorsement.
Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect an official position of the Association or its board of trustees.
We welcome comments, suggestions for stories, and submissions from our members. See contact information below.
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“For it is by grace you have been
saved through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no one
can boast.”
Ephesians 2:8-9

LCMC & NALC
L eaders M eet

Treasurer’s Report

— Kirk Dean,
Treasurer

Financially, the first four months of 2011 have been

good for LCMC and we have been blessed beyond
our needs so far this year. Contributions are running
37% ahead of budget, and year-to-date expenses are
17% below what we planned.
One item impacting these results was that the
attendance at our Leadership Conference was
considerably less than what we expected.
We will see employment expense increase the rest
of the year when our office clerical staff position is
refilled.
Two big expense items remain over budget: insurance
and travel. This is probably not a surprise to anyone,
given the continued growth of LCMC and the
escalating cost of these services in general.
We also will have a significant expense coming
later this year as we revamp our website and
communication venues with new technology.
The continued growth of contributions to LCMC
does allow us to build some reserve for future
variables. At the same time, it hopefully allows
member congregations to address their mission and
benevolence goals as well.
At the June Trustee meeting we will be considering
the 2012 budget for LCMC so we can provide a clear
explanation of our direction, goals and needs at the
October Annual Gathering. Your input on these issues
is always welcome. ♦

Article Deadline for
Q uarter Newslet ter:
3
rd

August 2, 2011
Send to: joyminion@gmail.com

— Mark Vander Tuig

Leaders in LCMC and NALC met on April 12

and
13 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to consider how they
might better work together to advance the cause of
Christ and empower congregations to carry out the
Great Commission.
th

th

Attending from the NALC was Bishop Paull Spring;
General Secretary Pastor John Bradosky; Pastor
David Wendell, Chair of the Ecumenical Relations
committee; and Mission Director, Pastor Gemechis
Buba.
Attending from LCMC was Pastor Becky Lee, Chair of
the Board of Trustees; Pastor John Waak, Vice-Chair
of the Board of Trustees; Pastor Tim White, Chair of
the Ministry Board; Pastor Paul Spaulding, Pastoral
Certification Coordinator; and Pastor Mark Vander
Tuig, Service Coordinator.
Initially some time was spent getting to know the
people around the table and gaining a deeper
appreciation for the two organizations represented
and their respective structures. Areas of discussion
included pastoral certification, training for the
next generation of pastoral leadership, training
and support for new congregations, international
missions, and areas where cooperation would be a
natural.
All who attended were grateful for the chance to
talk, listen and grow in their appreciation for each
church body, better appreciating our similarities and
differences. There was also a sense of hope for a
developing partnership in mission and ministry.
This was a great beginning to a fruitful working
relationship and a commitment was made to
continue this conversation. A second meeting is
scheduled for September in Columbus, Ohio. ♦
3

“Elevate” Reaches Community
— Paul Sorensen
“I was a stranger and you
invited me in . . .”
— Matthew 25:35

Feel the relationships. Hear

the blenders. Taste the
muffins. Smell the coffee.

Hope Church, an LCMC
mission church in north
Phoenix,
Arizona,
has
found a new way to reach
new generations. With the support of a team of
community leaders, Elevate Coffee Company was
born. As a large public coffee shop next to a movie
theater, hundreds pass through every day. They are
attracted to the art district-warehouse-type feel, live
music, networking groups, parenting courses, game
nights, soft leather chairs to “chill” with friends, and
of course, great food and coffee.
Jeff Rohwer, manager of
Elevate, commented on
the vision: “We wanted
people to come in, and
just hang out, take a
breath, have a moment,
and just relax. We want
to inspire people, so
l - r: Jeff Rohwer, Channel 10’s
Cory McCloskey, Tom Eggum, and they can inspire others.”
Pastor Paul Sorensen
Elevate has teamed up
with Tom Eggum and Water4Kids International, so
that ten cents from every cup served provides clean
water wells for children in Africa.
The coffee shop in the mall has allowed Hope
Church to open some offices next door. Access to
a community room provides meeting space for the
Alpha course and other groups led by people from
Hope.
We have seen how this place has opened a mission
field right on main street. The first time our church
launch team met, I shared a dream that we would do
more than bring people to worship. We would bring
Jesus to people in the real world. But now I am
4 amazed to see how the Lord has brought church

Today’s Word: Tolerant
It is very common to hear that Christians ought
to be tolerant. Tolerance sounds like a good
thing, doesn’t it?
Actually, no.
First, tolerate is a word that appears in
Scripture. In the NIV it appears in Habakkuk
1:3 & 13, and again in Revelation 2:20. In
each of those cases, tolerating what God has
forbidden is a bad thing. In Revelation 2:12
and in the first instance in Habakkuk 1:13, not
tolerating evil is commended by God. Only in
Romans 2:4 is God’s tolerance a good thing...
and that is because it leads to our repentance.
Just as importantly, tolerate is from a Greek
word meaning to endure. Things we have to
endure are not pleasant or good things; they
are those things we have to put up with. I guess
that is just like when Jesus tells us to “tolerate
your neighbor.”
Oh, wait. That’s not right. We are not supposed
to “put up with” our neighbor—we are to
show them God’s love. Love seeks what
is best for the other. And God has some
pretty specific ideas about how to do that...
So be intolerant. But also be loving. It is not a
contradiction, and the difference is significant.
— Tony Stoutenburg
and community leaders together to create this place
where every day we connect with those who need the
love and power of Jesus.” ♦
For more information, contact Pastor Paul at:
pauls@hopechurch.me

A Word from Mark...
A People of Prayer, Mission-

Minded, Getting Connected,
Trained and Equipped. These
four things are what will move
us into the future the Lord has planned for us. In the
last newsletter I wrote about becoming a people of
prayer—and I have heard from all over our association
that people have taken it to heart. Women and men
have gone to their knees in prayer, prayed over the
phone with and for each other, received e-mail that
were prayers, and remembered our churches and
leaders in prayer. We are becoming more and more a
people of prayer.
We must also become mission-minded.
Being mission-minded means being willing to
leave the comfort of our lives, our customs and our
traditions to engage the world with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. It means we look for opportunities to
show God’s love to all people, and invite them to
encounter the Risen Lord Jesus. This mission field is
around the world, and in our back yard. Are we open
to seeing it, and to doing something about it?
How far do you have to walk out the doors of your
church to meet someone who doesn’t know Jesus or is
not connected to a local church? I would say that for
most of us, it is not very far. God has put the ministry
of reconciliation between Himself and His creation
into our hands—it is ours. A great privilege and an
overwhelming responsibility! (See 2 Corinthians 5:
16-21).
And how are we doing?
The Lord gave us the Great Commission; the same
Holy Spirit poured out on those first disciples has
been poured out on us. He has given us His Word,
and given us each other—His Body, the church. But
the question remains: do we care about those who do
not yet know Him?
Mission needs to be central to everything that we
do. Mission ought to be a part of every discussion of
every leadership team in every one of our churches.

— Mark Vander Tuig,
LCMC Service Coordinator

And not for the sake of growing our churches or as a
remedy for shrinking attendance. We should do it for
the sake of the Kingdom, for the sake of the Gospel
alone.
Mission is next door and around the world. If we
want renewal and revival in our congregations, then
we need direct relationships with missionaries or
mission agencies—and get them in our churches.
Let them tell what the Lord is doing in their part of
the world, in the culture in which they work.
Another way to become mission-minded is to
get some people together to go on a short-term
mission trip—it is a great way to train people to
do mission work in their own back yards. Many of
our congregations offer mission trips and would be
glad to have others along. Many of our missionary
agencies are structured to offer short-term mission
trips as well. See our website at www.lcmc.net and
check out the mission agencies listed.
Being mission-minded is simply to let the mission
of the church finally become the mission of the
church! ♦

A relief fund has been established to help Christians in Ethiopia
who have recently experienced persecution by Islamic radicals.
Over 100 churches and homes have been destroyed, and over
3,600 people displaced, beaten or killed.

Please send gifts to: Ethiopian Church Relief Fund
2299 Palmer Drive, Suite 220
New Brighton, MN 55112
Please make checks payable to:
Ethiopian Church Relief Fund
Or donate online at: www.lutherancore.org
All funds received will be forwarded to the
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus.

The Ethiopian Church Relief Fund is a joint effort by:
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What Can God Do
with $1,201.00?
The

— Pastor Jon Anderson

Church of the Living Word in Hampton,
Iowa, has been living on the receiving end of God’s
generosity these past five years. Having started in
the local Godfather’s Pizza meeting room and then
the movie theater (as well as several other locations
in town), we can confirm that “the church” is not a
building. Wherever the people gather, there is church.
After five years of being a nomadic church, God led
us into a building
and a bus.

Insurance, continued from page 2. . .
into a special church savings account reserved for a
medical emergency, how long will it take before the
congregation has bankrolled the deductible, is saving
money, and is still providing for the insurance needs
of those who serve us? If this makes sense for your
situation, talk it over with all parties. There may be
options available to you that will reveal themselves
through shared creative thinking.
While great health insurance deals are something of
an oxymoron, with a little business savvy you may
get what you want, and get it for the best possible
price, too. You may even save enough to buy that
special staff person a membership at the local health
club. Now wouldn’t that be a great deal!
Love in Christ,

John Waak, Senior Pastor
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Victoria, TX
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Vice Chair, LCMC Board of Trustees ♦

First, the building:
The local school
board put two
buildings up for
sale and we bid on
one. Our intention:
repair the roof and boiler, then make it available
for the community to continue using for concerts,
sports, meetings, etc. We use the space a couple of
times a week as needed. The school board accepted
our bid, and we moved in October 2009. The school
leases space back from us, which covers most of our
heating bill for the winter months. We sold the land
we had purchased earlier, and replaced the building’s
roof and repaired the boiler. We are a community
center where people have been coming for years for
all kinds of events—where they continue to come.
Then, the bus:
We just recently
acquired
the
bus,
another
great tool—but
that’s a story for
another time.
What can God do with $1,201.00?
The bus cost $1200.00, the building, $1.
Five loaves, two fish… a great big God! ♦
For more information, contact Pastor Jon at:
jon@victimofgrace.com
or visit our website: http://www.clwhampton.org

G etting to K now . . .

The Well of Hope Lutheran Church
Pineville, North Carolina

Photos: Todd Foreman , Matt
Nunn & Todd Zielinski

“Heal - Be Real - Reveal - Worship”
We seek to live and share the faith, hope and love of
Jesus Christ through spirited relationships with God and all people

In a quaint building in the village of Pineville (south

of Charlotte, NC) is The Well. Actually, the full name
of our church and coffeehouse is Well of Hope
Lutheran Church, but you won’t find it on any sign,
billboard or pamphlet. This 130-year-old building
and the community it houses have been cultivating
a “front porch” atmosphere that has become fertile
ground for both new and lifelong followers of Jesus
to gather and build one another up in faith, hope
and love.
Inside the building is a unique gathering space
that weds our coffeehouse and church ministry in
a way that is comforting, yet visually rich. Artwork
generated by the community adorns the walls.
Throughout the building are couches, overstuffed
chairs, cafe tables, and chairs in rows similar to
other church gathering spaces. The area where
musicians offer their music and art in worship is in
the front, surrounding the altar. This “stage” is not
elevated, but recessed below the gathered crowd—
an intentional reminder that leadership and life in
the Spirit is exercised by serving with and for, rather
than over and against.
A coffee bar off to one side serves gourmet coffee
and the like. However, there are no “sales” taking
place for goods and services rendered. This coffee
has been given away for 11 years now. We share
all that we have, hoping others will see the many

gifts and blessings God has given us to bless others.
Some will join our community to share their gifts,
and others will go on to share what they have
elsewhere. We hope to be a generous people who
inspire generosity in others.
It takes a while to discover that one of the musicians
is wearing an untucked clerical collar along with
blue jeans and tennis shoes. As pastor, I welcome
those gathered with a traditional greeting and invite
all into “long order” of confession, explaining why
being a confessional community is central to shared
life in Jesus Christ. A word of forgiveness is shared,
and hymns and songs are sung together.
People are invited to read the Scripture texts from
the projected words or from their own Bibles. A very
conversational proclamation follows as the people
explore the meaning of the texts together. Following
the message is the creed and an invitation to Holy
Communion.
Rooted in tradition, yet springing up in a refreshing
way that reflects its people, The Well is a church
sharing Living Water in refreshing new ways, an
active faith community whose motto fits them: Life
is good...live it well! ♦
For more information, visit our website at:
www.the-well.org
or email Pastor Todd at: todd@the-well.org
— Submitted by Pastor Todd Zielinski 7

Shepherd of the Falls Mission Trip to Vietnam

— J. P. Kruckeberg

Recently the members of our church, Shepherd of the

Falls Lutheran (LCMC), American Falls, Idaho, supported
me in a mission trip to Vietnam. I joined Children of Peace
International (COPI) for a two-and-a-half week medical
mission trip to orphanages.

COPI
was
organized in the
mid-1990’s to
provide home,
education,
m e d i c a l
attention and
love to more
than
6,000
orphan children
Dental medical team
in 14 orphanages
and schools, hospital, and clinics throughout Vietnam.
For me, it was a return trip. I served in Vietnam in 197071 as a young lieutenant. My mission was to serve as an
advisor to South Vietnamese soldiers. During my tour
of duty there, I witnessed the terrible plight of the street
kids. I saw kids scrounging and stealing to stay alive, and
young girls prostituting themselves as a way of life. For
a long time, I had felt a call to serve there in a mission of
a different kind.
COPI exists to serve the people of Vietnam by developing
the capability of the people to help themselves. God
provided me an opportunity to serve, and our congregation
witnessed joy in their support. Though we could not
openly evangelize in communist Vietnam, God’s light
was made to shine by our service to the most needy….His
precious little ones.
Shepherd of the Falls Lutheran is a new plant church,
LCMC, as of November 2010. Many of us left St. John’s
in American Falls when the majority there voted to remain
with the ELCA. We do not have a pastor. We are all called
ministers of His Word. Our Methodist brothers and sisters
in American Falls have graciously opened their church
doors for our services.
God has been so good in sending His Spirit. Many of us are
8 now recognizing the gifts by His gracious blessings.

It is truly a new day
for Shepherd of the
Falls Lutheran as we
courageously stand
in faith to His Word.
May God continue
to bless Lutheran
Congregations
in
Mission for Christ. ♦
Sweet orphan girl wanting to be held

HIV-Positive orphans in quarantine

Young orphan boys at lunch
J. P. playing with HIV-Positive babies

Women’s Corner
Big Sky Women Gather

—Karen Duffey

Forty-three Big Sky Women of the Word from six central

Montana towns gathered for a Spring Gathering on April
16, 2011 in Belgrade, Montana. Our speaker, Wynne
Gillis, asked us to “Be Still and Know” during the Holy
Week before Easter. We had time for meditation, worship
and Holy Communion. We voted on a mission statement,
coordinator and secretary/treasurer. We will meet again in
the fall in Chester, MT ♦

For more information, please contact Karen at:
duffey4462@msn.com

Illinois WoW Gathering
— Holly Schurter
Women of the Word, Illinois, held a Spring Gathering on

March 15, 2011, at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Emden,
Illinois. Over 50 women from seven LCMC congregations
met to share ministry ideas, hear a presentation from Emily
Schoenhals about the Roblealto mission/ministry in Costa
Rica, discuss how to organize in a way that allows us to
fellowship, share ministry and mission, develop ongoing
relationships in Christ, and enjoy lunch and fellowship.
WoW groups shared ministry ideas in the form of table-top
displays. Projects included: ideas for making Fair Trade
items available to a congregation, pillowcase dresses, and
Continued on page 12

Iowa WoW Gathering
—Kathy Taggart
Immanuel Lutheran Church, Waukee, Iowa, hosted the

2nd Annual LCMC Women of the Word Spring Gathering
on April 9, 2011. Representing 23 Iowa LCMC
congregations, 150 women stood together with a heart for
Jesus Christ and a calling that compelled us to say, “Use
me, Lord, to your glory!!”
The event was filled with worship, small group time
and guest speakers as we sought ways to share ideas,
resources, energy and prayer. Prior to the Gathering,
congregations submitted information for a Resource
Booklet. Submissions included what each church does
for missions, outreach, small groups, favorite study books

and Bible studies, and recipes. Complete listings and
contact information for all 43 Iowa LCMC congregations
were also supplied. A hard copy was available for each
church. Copies may be requested electronically. More
resources were available on display at the event with tables
Continued on page 12
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O r d i n at i o n s / I n s t a ll at i o n s
Rev. Tak Lee

was installed
at Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church (CELC),
Brooklyn, NY,
on March 27,
2011. Joining
l-r: Roger Chan, Pastor Mark Vander
Pastor Lee were
Tuig, Pastor Tak Lee and Ines Lee
his wife Ines, son Jeremy, and friends, ministry collaborators, members of the congregation, and pastors from local and interstate churches.
Tak is filling the position of Pastor Ian Cheung, who is
currently serving as a full-time pastor in Hong Kong.
Tak’s presence and service at CELC is significant to
the continuation of the work needed by this growing
and spiritually youthful congregation. Roger Chan,
President of CELC, states: “It is a new challenge to
continue serving this community without stopping
pastoral work. I think it is God’s blessing that we
have Pastor Lee to serve with us. ♦
—Submitted by Pastor Tak Lee

Rev.

Craig
E.
Nelson

Pastor Craig Nelson (on left) with nine local
pastors. Pastor Martha Nelson and Dr. Phil
Bauman (on right) presided over the service.

Craig was installed at Calvary Lutheran Church,
Lee, IL, on November 28, 2010. Rev. Martha
Nelson, Hosanna! Lutheran Church, St. Charles, IL,
presided over the service. Dr. Phil Bauman, former
missionary supervisor in Hong Kong, delivered the
inspiring message.
Craig received his M.Div. from Luther Seminary, St.
Paul, MN. He formerly pastored two ELCA churches
in Wisconsin before joining LCMC in January 2010.
Craig has been in ministry for over 25 years. He and
his wife, Barb, have six children. ♦
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—Submitted by Barb Nelson

Rev. Tom
De Groot,

Rev. Joyce
Rossen

l-r: Pastors Brian Metke, Joyce Rossen and
Tom De Groot; Paul Jacobs, Council V.P.

Tom and Joyce were installed as pastors at Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Pell Lake, WI, on
May 1, 2011. They join Pastor Metke on Trinity’s
pastoral team to meet the spiritual needs of the
surrounding area as a growing community of faith.
Tom will continue to serve in his present role at the
church as the Director of Discipleship and Family,
and in addition will be leading a Saturday summer
worship service. Joyce will serve as Trinity’s
chaplain pastor, as well as continuing to serve as a
licensed counselor through the church’s Christian
counseling ministry. ♦
—Submitted by Pastor Tom De Groot

Rev. Ed

Truelson

was ordained
and installed
as
pastor
at St. John
Lutheran
Pastor Truelson in middle with green stole Church, Dime
Box, TX, on
December 4, 2010. Pastor Jon Bielfeldt, St. John,
Thrall, TX, presided at the service. Many local
pastors of different faiths, all four of Ed’s children
and many other relatives and friends were present
and participated in the festivities.
Ed received his seminary training in the Theological
Education for Emerging Ministries (TEEM) program,
ELCA. He has served at St. John’s since August 2006,
first as a Synodically Authorized Minister (SAM)
under the ELCA and since June 2010 as an LCMC
contract pastor. ♦
—Submitted by Pastor Ed Truelson

Disaster Comes in Many Forms

— Pastor Michael Bonham

Weeks ago, I was invited to write a brief summary

update regarding the latest news from the Gulf
Shores, Alabama, area and the oil spill. Honestly,
this has been a hard thing to focus upon. Since the
last update, we have experienced the tsunami in
Japan and the resulting critical nature of the nuclear
reactors there, one of the worst tornado strikes in
the Southeast in years, and floods in the Midwest.
Regardless of how disasters come, be they manmade or natural, the imprint remains for years, if
not a lifetime.  
In many ways, our situation is no different than what
others will face in the days to come. Businesses in
our community are cautiously optimistic in the
hopes of recovery. However, there are still very
few jobs available for those out of work because of
the oil spill. Summer vacationers are not booking
reservations as in the past. Restaurants are still
operating at below-profit clientele. Many who have
jobs are woefully underemployed, either through
reduced wages or low hours being made available.
A major component of our industry in the Gulf is the
Seafood and Charter Fishing industry. While there
are plenty of fish in the Gulf of Mexico, people are
simply not booking charters. The price of diesel
fuel is very high, and charter prices are probably
prohibitive for many people. Thus, we continue to
see families in this industry desperate for help.
We, the People of Peace Lutheran Church in Gulf
Shores, have been very blessed. Gifts from within
the congregation, from members and congregations
of LCMC, and from State of Alabama grants have
privileged us in being able to distribute over
$250,000.00 to those in need.
Each disaster brings with it many challenges. Common
reflections for those who face them is disbelief as
expressed through statements such as: “How could
this happen?” “I never thought I would be in a
position to ask for help!” “Why did God allow this to
happen?” It is the church that brings with recovery
the proclamation of the Gospel in answering these

questions. I wish I could go into greater detail. But,
your support of the congregations working directly
in these areas actually saves lives physically and
spiritually.
Recently a young lady contacted our church. She
said she was suicidal. Because of your support, she is
now getting the intense treatment she needed. She
had no insurance, and we were able to work with
the facility and pay for her care on a flat fee. She
is recovering and now has something we all need—
hope.
Her hope is founded in now having a community
that has faith—faith in God, and faith in her. She
now knows Jesus in her life and was baptized Easter
morning. Her life is different because you, the people
of LCMC, cared enough to send resources that we
might reach out to help.
Congregations in the tornado alley and along the
path of the floods will need your support. It is proper
that the focus on support shifts to those areas. Your
support will be needed in funds, materials and
physical presence. Remember your brothers and
sisters in harm’s way. Support those congregations
on the front lines in disaster recovery. Pray that they
have the strength, endurance and resources to meet
the overwhelming needs.
Thank you, Lord, for your church, especially Lutheran
Congregations IN MISSION FOR CHRIST!

We have definitely been
in the news down here.
Check this out:
http://www.fox10tv.com/dpp/news/gulf_oil_spill/
little-church-gives-in-big-ways-after-oil-spill?
For more information, contact Michael at:
pastorbonham@gmail.com ♦
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Illinois WOW, continued from page 9. . .

Iowa WOW, continued from page 9. . .

of course, quilts. Emily Schoenhals shared her experiences
in Roblealto, Costa Rica, and emphasized the need for
support for this ministry to children and families. Emily
and her husband, Pastor Mark Schoenhals, spent a year
working with the mission.

showcasing favorite study books, a variety of mission and
outreach project samples, and materials available through
Sola Publishing.

We discussed how to organize regionally. Illinois is a
large, diverse state—it seemed best to invite each LCMC
congregation to join us, but to honor any congregation’s
wishes to affiliate with a geographically-closer group. We
decided to divide into three districts: northern, central
and southern Illinois. Each district will hold district-wide
events as they choose, and the entire state/region will meet
either annually or bi-annually. Our steering committee will
study these issues, and make further recommendations at
the Fall Gathering.
The Gathering concluded with a leisurely lunch, special
music from St. Peter’s Singing Servants, and a worship
service, including Holy Communion.
Living Waters Lutheran Church of Peoria will host the
Fall Gathering. ♦

For more information, please contact Holly at:
holly.schurter@yahoo.com

Visiting Alabama?
Good

— Helen Etienne

Shepherd Lutheran Church, Florence,
Alabama, extends an invitation to all those visiting
or thinking of relocating here in the Shoals areas.
You will find us on the corner of Cloyd and Darby.
Established
in
1970, we are
a small, loving
congregation
made up mostly of
northern retirees
and those who
have transferred
due to jobs.

For more information, please contact Helen at:
hsetienne@comcast.net ♦
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Immanuel’s Pastor Curt Joseph and Pastor Mark Vander
Tuig, LCMC Service Coordinator, spoke at the event.
Both emphasized the power the Holy Spirit has in
transforming lives, and our role as we offer ourselves to
God’s purpose.
The guest speaker for the Gathering was Iris Doolittle.
A professionally trained pianist, Iris has been a stroke
survivor since the age of 28. She has found a way to
continue to use her God-given gift as she devotes herself
to making a joyful noise! Her love and commitment to use
her gift is an inspiring challenge to all of us to step up and
praise and serve God, without fear or excuse, for “I can
do all things through Christ Jesus who strengthens me!”
From the feedback given at the Gathering we see great
excitement for finding more ways to connect through
women’s retreats, statewide events and social media
venues. There are plans underway to expand how we stay
connected as Women of the Word. We look forward to
more events, shared congregational efforts and an active
role by the Women of the Word at the Annual Gathering
to be held in Des Moines this fall.
Many hands and hearts were involved in this effort,
and a special “thank you” goes out to the women from
Altoona’s Lutheran Church of the Cross (LCC) and
Our Saviour’s Lutheran in Callendar who joined forces
with Immanuel. They helped with the planning and the
small group leadership, and contributed toward the food
provided to participants. An extra “thank you” goes to
Gwen Labovitch from LCC who helped shape our small
group discussions and trained our teams.
A free will offering was collected, and from that generous
gift a donation was sent to the Iowa LCMC office. ♦

For more information, please contact
Colleen Smith at:
wowiowa@gmail.com

Ladies!

Do you have news about your activities or events that you’d
like to share with readers of By the Word? Please send info
and photos to joyminion@gmail.com

Tentative Gathering Schedule
Sunday, October 2

Tuesday, October 4

4:00 pm Registration
5:30 pm Dinner at Polk County
Conventions Complex
(The Plex)
7:00 pm Opening Worship:
Rev. Bill Bohline
8:30 pm Dessert and Fellowship
Time

Breakfast at Hotels
8:30 am Singing and Bible Study:
Dr. David Preus
9:00 am Keynote Speaker:
Rev. T. J. Anderson
10:00 am Break
10:30 am Keynote Speaker:
Rev. T. J. Anderson

Breakfast at Hotels

1:15 pm Singing
1:30 pm International Focus
1:45 pm Business/Anniversaries/
Milestones
2:30 pm Breakouts 2
3:30 pm Break
4:15 pm Breakouts 3
5:15 pm Move back into Session
5:30 pm    Area Caucuses and
Election of Board
Members
6:00 pm   Evening out in
Des Moines

Monday, October 3

8:00 am Registration
8:30 am Singing and Bible Study:
Rev. Elisha Ashley
9:00 am Opening and Welcome
9:15 am Introduction of Board
and Staff
9:30 am   Keynote Speaker:
Rev. Greg Ogden
10:30 am Break

11:00 am Keynote Speaker:
Rev. Greg Ogden

12:00 pm Lunch at The Plex

1:30 pm Singing
1:45 pm Introduction of
District Leaders/New
Congregations and
Pastors/Seminarians
2:15 pm State of the
Association
3:15 pm Opening Business
Session
3:45 pm Introduction to
Breakouts
4:00 pm Break

4:30 pm Breakouts 1
5:30 pm Area Caucuses
6:00 pm District Gatherings
for Dinner at The Plex or
area restaurants

12:00 pm   Lunch at The Plex

Wednesday, October 5

Breakfast at Hotels
8:30 am Singing and Bible Study:
Rev. Carl Billings
9:00 am Keynote Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba
10:00 am Break
10:30 am   Closing Worship Service
with Holy Communion:
Rev. Jaynan Clark

Annual Gathering,

continued from page 1. . .

Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, currently
serving as the Missions Director
for the North American Lutheran
Church. Gemechis is a dynamic
and passionate speaker, carries a
leadership role with the church in
Ethiopia and has a tremendous heart
for evangelism.
Preaching at our closing worship
service is Pastor Jaynan Clark, the
Executive Director of Word Alone
Ministries.
Special guests at our gathering will
include leaders from the Evangelical
Ethiopian Church Mekane Yesus, the
president of the Nicaraguan church,
LCMC and other international
leaders. There will be a dramatic
mime presentation of the life and
ministry of Jesus on Tuesday night
that you won’t want to miss.
As always, our Gathering will
include a whole variety of breakout
sessions on topics that are of interest
to all of us—pastors, leaders and
members of our churches alike.
Make sure you set aside these dates
for our Gathering in Des Moines
and join together with others for a
time of encouragement, inspiration
and challenge as we continue to be
Lutheran congregations in mission
for Christ! ♦

Annual Gathering Registration
Registration packets will be ready soon. Watch for online registration
information and other news about the Gathering on our website.

www.lcmc.net
Have Questions? Contact Sharon for more information:
sharon@lcmc.net
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The Shalom Ministry Team

T

An exciting resource for hurting LCMC congregations

he Shalom Ministry Team is a volunteer group of ten pastors and two
lay leaders. While they have no power or authority, they will listen,
advise, and offer help and understanding in seeking God’s direction.
Here is a brief overview of the services the Shalom
Ministry Team provides by request only.

• Conﬂict Resolution

Pastor Warren Baker

When a congregation requests help from the Shalom Ministry Team,
the congregation is responsible for transportation and lodging expenses
of the team. An optional free-will offering to develop and sustain this
ministry is suggested.

• Supply Interim Pastors

The Shalom Ministry Team maintains a list of pastors willing to accept
an interim call for both short term and long term. The Team can also
help a congregation with the call process, if requested. A small fee is
charged for this service.

Pastor Michael Bonham

• Outreach and Education
Winifred Churchill

Beyond the River Academy is a teaching program recommended by the
Shalom Ministry Team. The purpose is to raise up leaders of the church
who have a sense of call from God to serve as ministers and pastors in
the office of public ministry.

Beyond the River Academy

The academy has 21 students in the United States and Turkey, of which
nine are in full time ministry serving LCMC congregations in five states.
The theme here is “Pastors Teaching Pastors.” Academy teachers include
Pastors Rusty Bailey, Michael Bonham, Lee Harder, Joe Lambert, and Kent
Wallace. Web site is www.beyondtheriveracademy.org

Emily Hagedon

October 2 - 5, 2011

Pastor Lee Harder

Answering the Call

Shalom Ministry has answered the call from nine churches for help with
conflict issues. Also, Shalom Ministry has provided more than seven
churches with interim ministers. Pictured here are Pastor Warren Baker,
Shalom chair; Pastor Michael Bonham; Winifred Churchill, BTRA recorder,
web master; Emily Hagedon, BTRA registrar, administrative secretary; Pastor Lee Harder, BTRA chair; Pastor Joe Lambert; and Pastor Kent Wallace,
Shalom vice chair.

Shalom Ministry Team

Pastor Kent Wallace

Bible Study Leaders:
Pastor Elisa Ashley
Dr. David Preus
• Pastor Carl Billings
• Contacts
Rev. Gemechis
Buba
for Shalom
Ministry
Keynote Speakers:

The people pictured here serve on the Shalom Ministry Team, along with
• areRev.
Dr.members
Greg Ogden
five other LCMC pastors. In addition, most
board
of Beyond •
the River Academy and have been so for five
•
• years.
Rev. T. J. Anderson

Gifts for Shalom Ministry
As you prepare your benevolence giving for the
coming year, we ask that you prayerfully consider
financially supporting this important ministry.
Please send your gifts to:
Shalom Team Ministry
PO Box 15
Spirit Lake, IA 51360
References available for past services upon request
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Pastor Joe Lambert

Pastor Warren Baker, Shalom Chair
Pastor Kent Wallace, Shalom Vice Chair
1215 No. 15th St.
Box 188
Worship PO
Preachers:
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Esterville, IA 51334
Callender,
IA 50523
• Opening
- Pastor
Bill Bohlin
Church: 712-362-2821; Cell: 712-330-2018
Church: 515-548-3423; Cell: 515-351-9451
- Pastor
Jaynan Clark
Email: pastorwarrenrlc@yahoo.com• Closing
Email:
heartsdesireranch@juno.com
Winifred Churchill, Resource Leader
Phone: 507-752-7586

Emily Hagedon, Resource Leader
Phone: 507-752-7086

Devotional Series . . .

Working From Rest

— Pastor Glenn Harless,

Thanksgiving! Lutheran Church, Bellevue, Nebraska
Jesus said: “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches.
Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit.
For apart from me you can do nothing.”
— John 15:5 (NLT)

H

ow is your rhythm? No, I’m not talking about your
ability to dance or move to music or to a drum beat.
I’m referring to the rhythm of your life; the ebb and
flow between your work and a Sabbath rest.
A few years ago I was challenged by some friends of
mine in the 3DM movement to radically rethink my
understanding and practice of Sabbath rest. I had
always struggled to observe a Sabbath rest from my
work. I rested from my work—I took one day off a
week—but it still seemed there was often precious
little time to rest. When I did rest, it seemed that
I often settled for something far less than intimate
time with the Lord.
My friends surprised me by suggesting that I had
things backwards, that I needed to learn to work
from my rest in God— in other words, that the
resting comes first, that it all begins in Him. This little
insight into the Scriptures has been helping me to
discover a new rhythm for my life.
In Genesis 1, human beings were created on the
sixth day. We were the crown of God’s creation,
and we were given a magnificent job description:
“Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern
it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky,
and all the animals that scurry along the ground.”
And “God looked over all he had made, and he saw
that it was very good!”
Then in Genesis 2, after finishing His work of creation,
“God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy,
because it was the day when he rested from all his

work of creation.” Now look carefully at the text.
Human beings were created and given their work
orders on the sixth day, but the first full day of their
existence, the seventh day, was spent joyfully and
intimately resting in the presence of the Creator.
Unlike the Creator, who rested from His work, we
were created to work from our rest! If that is true,
then we should see this kind of rhythm in Jesus’ life
as well.
And all through the Scriptures we do see Jesus living
out this rhythm as He intimately communed with
His heavenly Father. Whether it was early in the
morning, or before a significant decision, or before
a kingdom breakthrough, time and time again we
see Jesus working from His rest in the Father.
If this was Jesus’ rhythm, then we should also see it
in His teaching to His followers. Nowhere is this more
clearly taught than in John 15. Jesus said: “Remain
[abide, rest] in me, and I will remain in you. For a
branch cannot produce fruit [work] if it is severed
from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless
you remain in me. Yes, I am the vine; you are the
branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them,
will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can
do nothing.”
There it is; the same gracious invitation to the
precious rhythm of life! Just as we were created
to work from our rest in God, so we can only bear
fruit as we remain in Him. It’s all about finding our
rhythm “In Him!” ♦
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