
Advent and Christmas, 2013 were busy times at Lighthouse Lutheran.  Preparations for the sea-
son included a cleaning of the sanctuary and the Hanging of the Greens service.  Socks and under-
wear continued to be collected for distribution to boys and girls through Compassion Ministries 
of Unionville United Methodist Church.  We participated in the Churches Are Serving Together 
(CAST) Christmas gifts program through the efforts of Carol DeHaven and contributed to provid-
ing warmth and shelter for local people in need through the efforts of Rich Insull.  Our young 
people were guided by Donna Pfeifer as they helped some of our area’s needy children in Christ-
mas gift shopping, which was followed by a pizza lunch and the story of Jesus’ birth.  Gift boxes 
were sent to our college students, the singing and handbell choirs practiced and performed, and a 
candlelight service was held on Christmas Eve. 
 

Wednesday evening Bible Study on the book of Joshua resumed on January 8 and continued 
through February 26.  Janet McClintick will proceed with her excellent study following Easter. 
 

Lighthouse Lutheran continues to offer interested families, community events, doctors’ offices, 
and others Christ-centered children’s books donated by our members.  Our supply of books is 
always in need of replenishing and all contributions, including donations of money, are thankfully 
received. 
 

Since January 15, a group of prayer warriors has been gathering on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
P.M. in the church’s sanctuary.  These services have been suspended because of the Wednesday 
Lenten services, but will resume following Easter.  All are encouraged to attend and offer their 
praise and petitions to the Lord.  Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them. 
 

The third annual Game Night, sponsored by the Fellowship Committee, was held on January 17.  
Delicious snacks and plenty of good fellowship were the rules of the evening. 
 

The annual congregational meeting was held on January 26.  The 2013 yearly report was distrib-
uted to the membership, and the 2014 members of Church Council were elected.  The meeting 
was followed by a luncheon provided by the Fellowship Committee. 
 

Lighthouse Lutheran’s young people will be participating in their second Bible Bowl on Sunday 
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Matthew 6:1-18  So when you give to the needy . . . And when you pray . . .[and] When you fast . . . 
 

uring the season of Lent, you will undoubtedly hear many people refer to Lent as a time of 1) 
giving to the poor, 2) prayer, and 3) fasting.  Traditionally, these three were used as a form of 
Lenten penitence which was meant to bring the believer into a closer relationship with God.  
During the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus preached on these three (among other) virtues and 

how they manifest themselves within the believer.  I find His words to be encouraging as well as 
humbling, for they are prefaced with, “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, 
to be seen by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in Heaven.” (Matthew 6:1)  
These penitential efforts are neither supposed to boost our pride nor somehow make us more holy 
in the eyes of the Lord.  In fact, these acts are carried out by each of us for the benefit of each of us.  I 
would like to take a look at each of these three from the eyes of Jesus. 
 

Jesus says that when we give to the needy, our actions should not be announced to the world with 
great fanfare.  Our giving should be simple, secretive, and sincere.  Our offerings should come from 
generous hearts that desire to give back to God what was first given to us.  He wants us to be good 
stewards and love our neighbors in kind and benevolent ways that only come from hearts filled 
with the love of Jesus.  In Proverbs, Solomon writes, “A generous man will prosper; he who re-
freshes others will himself be refreshed.” (Proverbs 11:25)  These acts of penitence are meant not 
only to help less fortunate persons but are also meant to refresh the givers.  Although this (i.e. to 
give something of value away to another with no expectation of return) goes completely against the 
teachings of the world around us, it is completely in line with the Holy Scriptures.  We will be 
blessed by these acts of kindness in ways we cannot imagine.  Another of Solomon’s Proverbs is, “A 
generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.” (Proverbs 22:9)  The 
world tells us to hold on to everything.  The Word tells us to share and help others so that one’s 
“generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:11) 
 

Jesus also has something to teach about praying.  Of course, we are called to come together in prayer 
during Sunday morning worship.  Additionally, we at Lighthouse Lutheran Church hold a 6:30 P.M. 
prayer meeting every Wednesday before Bible study, during which we pray for individual cares and 
concerns as well as those of the world.  During the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says that prayer is 
not meant to be made a spectacle.  Once again, it is not a show produced to demonstrate to others 
one’s holiness.  In addition, our prayers should not be put on display to boost our own sense of self-
pride.  Prayer, especially during Lent, is a time to come closer to Jesus than we may have ever come 
before.  Prayer is quiet conversations with the Heavenly Father in which we may thank Him for all 
that has been given to us, as well as requesting His loving intervention in our lives.  There is no one 
else in the entire world to whom we can bring our deepest troubles and know that He not only 
hears, but mercifully understands and desires our utmost good.  “Prayer of the upright pleases 
[God]” (Proverbs 15:8) and “[God] hears the prayers of the righteous.” (Proverbs 15:29).  
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THE HEALTH NOOK 
 

A sthma is often considered a disease of childhood, but it is becoming increasingly prevalent 
among older adults.  Asthma significantly reduces both the psychological and physical quality of 
life among older adults and accounts for exorbitant health care costs.  There are more asthma-

related deaths among older adults than any other age group.  Asthma that begins in adulthood is more 
likely to persist throughout the lifespan compared to asthma that begins in childhood.  Of the 25.7 mil-
lion Americans who have asthma, 18.7 million are adults, of which 3.1 million are over 65. 
 

Symptoms of asthma in older adults are similar to those in younger adults, the most common being wheez-
ing, chest tightness, and shortness of breath.  These symptoms can occur anytime throughout the year, but 
usually during certain seasons, or during times of infections.  As adults age, there is a decline in lung func-
tion and modifications of the airway.  These changes will place the older adults at a higher risk for not only 
asthma, but pneumonia, bronchitis, or viral infections, which in turn can cause a higher risk of death. 
 

Diagnosis of asthma in older adults can be challenging for the healthcare provider.  A patient’s history 
of symptoms is a key component for diagnosing asthma in the older adult.  Other key components for 
diagnosis are the onset of symptoms, precipitating and/or aggravating factors, family history, allergies, 
and tobacco usage history.  Knowing the answers to this information, along with the results of tests, 
such as pulmonary functions tests, allows the health care provider to make a diagnosis of asthma. 
 

Once the diagnosis of asthma is made, treatment is the last step.  Asthma management in older adults is 
the same as in other age groups.  The disease process is treated with medications that control the asthma 
and medications that treat the aggravating factors.  Besides medications, avoiding some of the aggravat-
ing factors, such as any foods or fragrances that can cause the asthma attack will be suggested.  Once the 
asthma is controlled, educating the patient becomes a primary component of asthma management, par-
ticularly in the older adult.  Patients and their family members should be included when discussing the 
treatment plan.  The important teaching points include how to optimize environmental control and 
avoidance measures, how to avoid environmental tobacco exposure and/or stop smoking, and how to 
ensure proper inhaler technique. 
 

Treating asthma in the older adult is challenging but very important, as the disease is often misdiag-
nosed and undertreated in the adult age group.  Asthma was once thought of as a disease of childhood 
but is now becoming a serious disease of the older adult if left undetected and treated.  Asthma can be 
treated, and older adults are able to live full and productive lives with the disease.  If untreated however, 
asthma will be detrimental to the health of the older adult. 
 

Genesis 2:7 tells us, “the Lord God formed the man from dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.”  If we are unable to breathe, we are not 
living beings.  Therefore it is vital to know the symptoms, and if you should experience any of them, visit 
your healthcare provider and adhere to the plan of action he or she sets out for you that will allow you 
to live a long life, even with asthma. 
 

As always, any health-related questions or concerns, or suggestions for future publications, please feel 
free to contact one of your parish nurses, Kurt DeHaven, Bert Amsler , or Judy McCready. 
 

Reference source for this article comes from The Journal for Nurse Practitioners. 
Kurt DeHaven 

  



EVANGELISM 105 
God as the Evangelist 

 

W here did the words evangelism, evangelist, and evangelize come from?  Actually, they have a 
strong biblical heritage.  The original word evangel is a Greek word meaning good news.  
In old English it was known as godspell and later simplified to gospel.  To deliver the ev-

angel, or the gospel, is to evangelize or to do evangelism.  
 

In the Old Testament, the word most commonly used is to herald good news.  The earliest heralds 
were runners who carried the good news of victory in battle (2 Samuel 18:19-33).  In time, the idea of 
the victory message was enlarged to include God’s total salvation, and the herald became all God’s 
people and, ultimately, the Messiah (Isaiah 40:6-11 and 52:7).  
 

In English we have almost always translated the verb evangelize, as preach or proclaim the gospel.   
This translation  has, through the years, essentially removed the task of evangelizing from those who 
have thought of themselves as others rather as preachers.  We are not all evangelists.  We are not all 
preachers.  But we are all witnesses to God’s good news, who need to be attentive to God the Evangelist.  
 

God is personally involved in both the desire and the activity needed to bring new life to all people.  
God speaks to all creation, to chosen servants, and to all people.  God’s greatest desire is to get our 
feet moving.  Above all things it is our feet that are “beautiful upon the mountains” as we seek to 
be God’s runners, heralds, and witnesses.  We often think that witnessing and evangelism are 
mostly about being wonderfully gifted speakers, and since few of us are, we figure that lets us off the 
hook.  Moses reminded God that he could hardly carry on a normal conversation because he was 
“slow of tongue” (Exodus 4:10-12).  But God was less interested in his mouth than in his feet.  This 
is true for us, as well.  If we move our feet for God—that is, if we go where God leads us—we are re-
minded both by Scripture and by the Spirit, “I will be with you”.  
 

In evangelism, God uses all.  Was Mother Teresa an evangelist?  Probably not.  Was she a witness?  
Absolutely!  Did she have a part to play in evangelism?  Without question.  
 

It has already been said that we are not all evangelists, but that we are all witnesses.  It is probably 
time to distinguish between these two complementary roles and responsibilities.  

 

Different people have different gifts.  Some are evangelists, and some evangelists are preachers, but 
some are also plumbers or homemakers or pediatricians.  Many gifted evangelists are soft-spoken, 
and that could be you.  Evangelists sense that telling others of God’s gift in Christ is their passion 
and is naturally what they do with love for God and love for those needing to hear the gospel.  We 
may all have this desire and opportunity from time to time, too.  To be such Christians, witnessing 
means learning how to move our feet, and tongues, in our churches and in our everyday environ-
ments to the tune of the gospel, following the rhythm of God’s Holy Spirit.  
 

In the New Testament, hundreds of pages describe how we should live in response to the grace of 



God.  Dozens of pages describe how a few of Christ’s disciples, the apostles, carried out their as-
signed mission of taking the gospel to the ends of the earth.  A few pages describe the impact ordi-
nary Christians have on others as they live out God’s salvation and become a divine fragrance, re-
freshing the world.  And one exceptionally helpful text informs us all how to bear witness with both 
feet and lips when the opportunity presents itself:   
 

“In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.”  (1 Peter 3:115 NIV) 
 

Can you see a threefold responsibility here?  First, establish in the center of your own hearts the 
priority of Christ as Lord.  Second, as you live your lives, exuding the gospel fragrance brought by 
the presence of Christ in you, be ready to answer people’s questions about the hope that you have.  
And third, when the opportunity comes, speak in love to people, with gentleness and respect.  
Learning how to make this simple yet profound formula our daily reality is the goal for the rest of 
the journey. 
 

“Thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads in every 
place the fragrance that comes from knowing Him.”  (2 Corinthians 2:14) 
 
Portions taken from the book, Witness: Learning to Share Your Christian Faith by Ron Crandall 

  

Carol DeHaven 

Pastor Whalen’s Message (continued from page 2) 
 

Lastly, I especially appreciate what Jesus had to say about fasting.  Not many of us fast anymore. 
Fasting can be the omission of food for a period of time (e.g. for one day or for one meal) or refrain-
ing from a particular food (e.g. chocolate or meat).  This is meant to deny the body of something 
that is expected or desired.  As our bodies start to tell our minds that something is missing, our 
minds should focus on Christ and pray for His strength for us to endure.  It will also remind each 
of us of the painful trials our Savior endured in order redeem our souls.  Jesus says in Matthew 
that, while we are fasting, we should not go about announcing our intentions to the world either 
through our words or our looks, but instead go out into the world so that no one knows our sor-
rows and cravings.  Throughout the Bible, prophets and righteous men would often fast when they 
needed to make difficult decisions in life.  Their pious abstinence brought them into closer connec-
tion with the will of the Almighty. 
 

I am amazed that throughout Christendom, almsgiving, fasting, and prayer have all worked to-
gether during the Lenten season with fasting as the lynch pin between them.  The money we would 
have used to purchase the food we are refraining from can be given quietly to the poor and needy. 
The time we would have spent eating that food we are refraining from can be spent quietly with 
our Lord in prayer (after all, if it is fasting without prayer then it’s just a diet).  It is my prayer that 
perhaps these three—almsgiving, fasting, and prayer—can help us come closer to Christ this Lent 
than we have ever been before. 
 



B oth Lois Howe and Mel Roush were 
born and grew up in New Brighton, 
Pennsylvania and lived there until they 

were married in 1984.  Since that time they 
have lived in Rochester in a house for which 
Lois’s paternal grandfather was the contractor.  
Lois’s father worked with his father on the 
house when he was a teenager in the mid-1920s. 
 

Lois was born on April 7, 1944.  She graduated 
from New Brighton High School in 1962, 
where she greatly enjoyed being a clarinettist in 
the marching band.  She continued this musical 
interest at Geneva College as a member of the 
Golden Tornadoes Marching Band.  She graduated from Geneva College in 1966 with a Bachelor 
of Science in Education degree and became part of the Rochester School District’s faculty that fall.  
In 1970, she earned a Master of Education degree from Slippery Rock State College, now Slippery 
Rock University.  An interesting aside—Lois was the second grade teacher of one of Lighthouse Lu-
theran’s members, Ray Hall. 
 

When Lois was growing up on Marion Hill, she and her travel-loving parents motored several times 
to the West Coast.  At a more local level, she has, from a very early age, enjoyed spending time at 
Conneaut Lake, Pennsylvania, where her parents built a home in 1970. 
 

Lois’s reading has greatly increased in volume since she bought a Kindle reader.  She enjoys Chris-
tian historical fiction and non-fiction.  “Survivor” and British dramas on PBS are included in her 
television viewing.  She enjoys cooking, and looks forward to the times when she can prepare treats 
for Lighthouse Lutheran’s Sunday social times.  She shares with another member the vice-
presidency of the Geneva Women.  For several years she has served as judge of elections in the 
Rochester precinct where she and Mel reside. 
 

Mel was born on October 23,1938.  He graduated from New Brighton High School in 1956 and 
from Geneva College in 1960.  He took a position in the fall of 1960 on the faculty of the South-
west Butler County School District, now the Seneca Valley School District, remaining there until 
his retirement.  In the summer of 1962, he attended a five-week German Language Institute at Al-

Getting  Acquainted 
This is the twelfth in a series of articles about our members and friends, offered to help us 
learn more about our fellow Christians at Lighthouse Lutheran Church. 
 

LOIS AND MEL ROUSH 



bright College in Reading, Pennsylvania, funded by the Federal government as part of the National 
Defense Education Act.  In the summer of 1965, mixing business with pleasure, he attended classes 
at the University of Northern Arizona and found time to do some traveling in the Southwest.  Dur-
ing the summers of 1967 and 1968, he toured parts of the British Isles and Germany. 
 

Music and photography have, for many years, been two of Mel’s favorite interests.  He has also en-
joyed wading in the shallows of the world of publishing, producing for some years the Grace Visitor 
of Grace Lutheran Church in Rochester, New Brighton History of the New Brighton Historical Soci-
ety, and Lighthouse Lutheran’s The Beacon.  In this connection, an autobiography written by Mel  
in 1951 for junior high English contains this sentence: “At times in seventh grade, some friends 
and I started to start a school newspaper, but only one issue got out.” 
 

Lois and Mel are happy that at this time in their lives they are blessed to be a part of God’s family 
at Lighthouse Lutheran Church. 
 

 

Lois at four years of age enjoying  
a picnic at Conneaut Lake Park 

Mel and his brother Bob in 1944, 
during World War II 



S hown here are the confirmation certificate and 
confirmation lapel pin of Norm Amsler’s father, 

Lawrence, 1893-1962.  Lawrence served in Germany 
and France during World War I in the Light Field Ar-
tillery of the United States Army. 
 

Among the remembrances of his father, Norm has post-
cards which Lawrence sent from Europe during the war.  
This is the message from a beautifully-executed Ger-
man Easter picture postcard to Norm’s Uncle Howard: 
 

Dear Howard,                                                   3/25/19 
     I wish you a Happy Easter. 
     I suppose you will get lots of eggs this year.  I do not 
know whether the rabbit will come around over here or not. 

Your Brother,  
Lawrence 

Lawrence’s confirma-
tion lapel pin (shown 
enlarged)  displays the 
Luther Rose.  The pin 
is about the same di-
ameter as a penny. 
The confirmation cer-
tificate measures 11 
inches by 12 inches. 

 
Lawrence in his 
U.S. Army uniform. 





ACCORDING TO THY GRACIOUS WORD, 
In meek humility, 
This will I do, my dying Lord, 
I will remember Thee. 
 

Thy body, broken for my sake, 
My bread from Heaven shall be; 
The testamental cup I take, 
And thus remember Thee. 
 

Gethsemane can I forget? 
Or there Thy conflict see, 
Thine agony, and bloody sweat, 
And not remember Thee? 
 

When to the Cross I turn mine eyes, 
And rest on Calvary, 
O Lamb of God, my Sacrifice, 
I must remember Thee; 
 

Remember Thee, and all Thy pains 
And all Thy love to me; 
Yea, while a breath, a pulse remains, 
Will I remember Thee. 
 

And when these failing lips grow dumb 
And mind and memory flee, 
When Thou shalt in Thy Kingdom come, 
Jesus, remember me. 
 

                    —James Montgomery  1771-1854 



Each of Lighthouse Lutheran’s 
new members received a white 
rose on New Members’ Sunday, 
February 23. 

Judy McCready, Joe Port, 
Nikki Port, Emily Zbrzezny, 
Caine Zbrzezny, and Paula 
Nobile during the liturgy of 
reception into membership.  
Glenna and Richard Haddox 
and Patricia McDanel are 
also new members of Light-
house Lutheran Church. 

Karen and Jim Frantz, 
with the assistance of the 
Fellowship Committee, 
prepared the reception 
for our new members.  
The ice cream cake was 
a big hit, as were the de-
licious biscotti varieties 
homemade by Jim. 



Joshua as a General 
 

T he current subject of Lighthouse Lutheran’s Wednesday evening Bible studies, so ably 
led by Janet McClintick, is the book of Joshua.  This book, under the devoted guid-
ance of Donna Pfeifer and several mentors, is also being studied by our young people 

in preparation for the 2014 Bible Bowl.  It relates the history of the people of Israel as they 
were led by Joshua into the land of Canaan after their exodus from slavery in Egypt and forty 
years of wandering in the wilderness.   
 

The generalship of Joshua should be regarded as the generalship of God with Joshua as the 
human channel through which it was directed.  There were several things which marked 
Joshua out for leadership.  He was of the house of Joseph, which at that time had the most 
authority in Israel.  Also, his grandfather was Elishama, who was himself a leader, directing 
the tribe of Ephraim through the wilderness.  Then too, Joshua had been in contact with 
Egyptian civilization and culture.  This contact would help him greatly in his great task of 
forging his people into a nation.  Joshua had great faith and courage, as had been shown forty 
years earlier when he favored the invasion of Canaan from Kadesh, an opinion which nearly 
resulted in his being stoned to death.  He had already shown military prowess as commander 
of the force of Israelites which repelled the attack at Rephidim of the Amalekites.  All these 
gifts, training, and experience were fused into a dynamic force by the touch of God.  Joshua 
has been called by some a bandit and aggressor, but he was, as stated in The New Bible Com-
mentary by Davidson, Stibbs, and Kevin, “simply a servant carrying out the commands of his 
superior.” 
 

The conquest of Canaan took place in three stages.  First, the capture of Jericho and Ai 
opened up the passes into the interior of the country, allowing a wedge to be driven between 
the northern and southern sections of the country.  The second stage of the campaign was the 
conquering of the southern confederacy.  Finally, the northern confederacy was overcome. 
 

As a preliminary step to the capture of Jericho, Joshua sent out two spies who were hidden by 
the harlot Rahab.  These spies brought back a report that the inhabitants of Jericho were al-
ready demoralized.  Before the start of the campaign, Joshua made it clear that the conquest 
would be a holy war.  He ordered the people to sanctify themselves, and the ark of the covenant 
went before the people as a sign of the presence of God.  The miracle of the Jordan crossing was 
a clear sign that the conquest of Canaan was God’s will.  At the encampment at Gilgal, the Isra-
elites were circumcised as a sign of renewed covenant with God.  
 

When the Israelites came to Jericho, Joshua obeyed the command of God in ordering the Is-
raelites to march silently around the city in front of the seven priests who blew seven trumpets 
and who had the ark of the covenant carried behind them.  This they did once a day for six 
days.  On the seventh day, the procession encircled the city seven times.  At the end of the 



march, the people shouted, and the walls came down.  The people went into the city and killed 
all the inhabitants except Rahab and all who were in her house with her, according to the 
terms of the agreement between her and the spies. 
 

From Jericho, the people of Israel went to Ai, and here again it is made clear that the campaign 
is holy.  Previously, at Jericho, a man named Achan had taken “of the holy thing,” (a Babylo-
nian garment and some gold and silver) which God had commanded not to be done.  There-
fore, the first attack on Ai was a failure for the Israelites.  When it was discovered that Achan 
had done this, he and his family were put to death.  The second attack on Ai was a success.  
The victories at Jericho and Ai opened up the passes into the interior of the country. 
 

The news of Joshua’s great military successes reached Gibeon.  The people of this city, fearing 
that a like fate would come to them, sent men to Joshua disguised as those who had traveled 
from a far country.  These men were able to secure a pact between the Israelites and themselves 
promising the people of Gibeon their lives.  When the plot was discovered, the Gibeonites re-
ceived the curse that they would be the servants of the Israelites from then on.  This curse was 
really a blessing because it meant that the Gibeonites would forever be attached to the congre-
gation and the altar of the Lord—especially a blessing when one considers that they would be 
weaned away from the Canaanite religion, which was polytheism of an especially lewd and orgi-
astic kind, and included human infant sacrifice.  The military significance of this event was 
that it helped Joshua to drive a wedge still further into central Canaan. 
 

When the king of Jerusalem, Adoni-zedek, heard of this league between Gibeon and Israel, he 
formed a great confederacy.  The southern confederacy included Adoni-zedek and the kings of 
Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon.  This great force laid siege to Gibeon, and the 
Gibeonites appealed for help to Joshua.  The Israelites marched by night to Gibeon, and a 
panic was thrown into the allied force of the southern confederacy by God.  They broke and 
fled past Upper and Lower Beth-horon towards the western plain.  God intervened and sent a 
great storm of hailstones.  It was at this time that God lengthened the day (Joshua said in the 
sight of Israel, "Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon") so that Joshua 
was able to win the battle.  After the fighting was over, the five kings of Makkedah were 
brought out of the cave in which they had sought refuge and the captains of the Israelites put 
their feet upon the necks of their prisoners, symbolizing complete subjugation.  Then the kings 
were slain and their bodies displayed on trees until evening.  They were then entombed in the 
cave where they had fled for shelter.  This victory at Gibeon inaugurated a campaign which 
eventually brought the whole of southern Canaan under Israel’s control. 
 

Joshua’s success in the south aroused the alarm of the  northern kings.  Jabin, king of Hazor, 
formed a great confederacy against Israel.  This confederacy took in Jabin’s nearest neighbors, 
but the call to arms extended to the kings of the hill country to the north, to the remains of the 
southern confederacy, and to the “plains south of Chinneroth.” 



  The northern confederacy rallied northwest of the Sea of Galilee at the Merom River.  The 
forces were composed of chariots and cavalry.  Joshua was encouraged at this time by the assur-
ance of God’s presence and of victory.  A sudden attack delivered the opposition into the hands of 
Israel.  The city of Hazor was burned and the inhabitants killed, but the cities that stood on their 
mounds were not bothered. 
 

In M. F. Unger’s Archaeology and the Old Testament, we read, “Although the power of the Canaanites 
was broken by the destruction of Jericho and Ai and as a result of the southern and northern cam-
paigns, yet the inhabitants were not wholly exterminated,” because “although the Canaanites were 
completely massacred when a city was taken . . . in many cases the city itself was not destroyed, and not 
a few of the people who had escaped by flight or were in hiding returned to the conquered cities, and 
years afterward, when the tribes of Israel scattered to settle, they met with sporadic resistance.”  
 

When the land had been divided between the nine and one-half tribes, before the people of Reu-
ben, Gad, and Manasseh departed to their territory on the other side of the Jordan River, Joshua 
solemnly warned them not to let their isolation make them forget their allegiance to Jehovah. 
 

During Joshua’s last days, he gave two addresses—the first to the leaders of the people, and the sec-
ond to the people themselves.  In the first he called for the leaders’ faithfulness to God and warned 
them that apostasy would mean the turning of all the good they had known to evil.  In his second 
address, he stressed the truth that none of Israel’s victories were of their own winning.  He told his 
people to serve the Lord in truth and sincerity, and solemnly the covenant was renewed. 
 
Detail of the crucifix by 
Hans and Matthäus 
Schamm, 1610, in the 
west vestibule of the 
St. Vitus basilica at 
Ellwangen, Germany.  
Above Christ’s head in 
Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin are shown the 
initial letters of the 
phrase ordered by 
Pilate, “Jesus of Naz-
areth, King of the 
Jews.” 
 

The representation of 
the crucifix with which 
we are familiar today 
dates from the 10th 
century.   
 

Photo by   
Andreas Praefcke 



Church Council Meeting Highlights 
January 13, 2014 

 

as taken from meeting minutes. 
 

Pastor Dennis Whalen, Norman Amsler, Dee Eppihimer, Tom Kuny, Carol DeHaven, Marsha Bischoff, 
and Dee Phillips were present. 
 

Following the opening prayer and devotions, the minutes of the November, 2013 council meeting were 
approved as presented. 
 

Dee Eppihimer presented the November, 2013 financial report.  Net income for November was 
$7,269.00.  The  checking account balance was $25,554.79 and the interest-bearing account balance was 
$93,646.12.  The treasurer’s report will be filed for audit.  
 

Following a suggestion by Dee Eppihimer, it was moved by Norm Amsler, seconded by Carol DeHaven, 
and carried, that $789.84 be moved from general expenses to the reserve fund. 
 

Pastor Whalen presented his report.  Richard and Glenna Haddox and Patricia McDanel joined Light-
house Lutheran in December.  A copy of the pastor’s report is attached to the minutes. 
 

The Fellowship Committee met December 3, 2013.  A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 
 

The Evangelism Committee met December 3, 2013.  A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 
 

Bob Morris has agreed to be nominated for the office of church trustee.  Norm Amsler is presently the 
only nominee for church elder.  Votes will be taken on these two positions at the Congregational Meet-
ing on January 26. 
 

The next Council meeting will be held at the church on February 17, 2014 at 7:00 P.M. 
 

Pastor Whalen closed the meeting with prayer. 
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as taken from meeting minutes. 
 

Pastor Dennis Whalen, Norman Amsler, Dee Eppihimer, Tom Kuny, Carol DeHaven, Marsha Bischoff, 
and Dee Phillips were present; Bob Morris was absent. 
 

Following the opening prayer and devotions, the minutes of the January 13, 2014 council meeting were 
approved as presented. 
 

Dee Eppihimer presented the January, 2014 financial report.  Net income for January was $7,446.00.  
The checking account balance was $20,201.45 and the interest-bearing account balance was $100,000 
after $6,353.88 was moved from general expenses.  The treasurer’s report will be filed for audit.  
 

Pastor Whalen presented his report.   Five membership forms have been given to people expressing an 
interest in joining Lighthouse Lutheran.  A copy of the pastor’s report is attached to the minutes. 
 

The Fellowship Committee met February 11, 2014.  A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 
 

The Evangelism Committee met February 11, 2014.  A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 
 



Tom Kuny reported that the consensus of the membership, as revealed by the recent questionnaire, is 
that a larger church building will be needed to accommodate Lighthouse Lutheran’s growing member-
ship. 
 

It was moved by Norm Amsler, seconded by Carol DeHaven, and carried that Pastor Whalen and 
Tom Kuny discuss rental arrangements for the coming year with Jack Boyd of Unionville Methodist 
Church.  
 

Carol DeHaven informed Council that Bob Morris will be contacting officials at St. Felix Catholic 
Church regarding the placing of a Lighthouse Lutheran sign at the corner of their church’s property. 
 

The following Council officers were elected—Tom Kuny, president; Pastor Whalen, vice president; Dee 
Phillips, secretary. 
 

It was moved by Norm Amsler, seconded by Pastor Whalen, and carried that Travis Whalen be paid 
$200 and expenses to paint the fellowship hall.   
 

Following a suggestion by Tom Kuny, it was moved by Pastor Whalen, seconded by Marsha Bischoff, 
and carried to buy  two wall-mountable coat racks for the fellowship hall. 
 

Dee Eppihimer will investigate the purchase of a safe.  Several options for placement of the safe were 
discussed. 
 

The next Council meeting will be held at the church on March 17, 2014 at 7:00 P.M.    

Pastor Whalen closed the meeting with prayer. 

continued from page 1 
 

March 30, beginning at 3:00 P.M.  This year’s event will be at Zion Lutheran Church in Brent-
wood.  Donna Pfeifer is the able sponsor of this activity, assisted by several mentors.  This year’s 
study is the book of Joshua, and our youth have been hard at work, hoping for the big prize. 
 

During Epiphany, Pastor Whalen blessed several of our members’ homes in a tradition that 
goes back hundreds of years. 
 

On February 1, Kurt DeHaven conducted an American Heart Association certification class in 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation techniques.  Instructions on adult, child, and infant CPR were 
given, as well as instructions for using the automated external defibrillation machine. 
 

February 23 was New Members’ Sunday.  See page 11 for photos and more information. 
 

Wednesday evening Lenten services at Lighthouse Lutheran begin at 7:00 P.M.  Prior to each 
worship service, a 6:00 P.M. meditation and “meager meal” of soup and bread are offered. 
 

The tentative date for Lighthouse Lutheran’s third annual anniversary dinner is April 26.  
Stuffed pork chop will be the entrée. 
 

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for the week of June 23—27.  “Jungle Safari” is the theme, 
and plans are already underway for the decoration of the sanctuary and fellowship hall.  Jungle-
related items are needed, especially artificial trees. 


