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 The LORD is my light and my salvation.   Psalm 27 

 The Advent and Christmas activities at Lighthouse Lutheran Church were many and varied.  On 
December 1 the sanctuary got a light cleaning followed by a start in the Christmas decorating. The 
Hanging of the Greens service on December 2 saw the completion of  the decorating, followed by 
a luncheon planned by the Fellowship Committee under the excellent leadership of Lorrie Kuny.  
The Wal-Mart chicken was worth the wait. 
 

The Pfeifer Project headed by Donna Pfeifer sponsored a shopping trip to Target on December 
16.  Lighthouse’s young people assisted eight area children in making holiday selections.  Thanks 
go out to all those who contributed to a merry Christmas for these young ones. 
 

The Sunday School Advent project, the Jesse Tree, proved to be a very effective device for teaching 
Scripture.  It assisted the students in relating the events of the Old Testament to the birth of the 
Messiah.  The older folks enjoyed listening to and watching the young people as the stories were 
told and the symbols added to the tree. 
 

We were given the opportunity by Hope Community Missional Church, an LCMC congregaion 
in New Jersey, to help victims of Hurricane Sandy by contributing to its relief fund. 
 

Gift boxes were sent to our five college students—Sarah Insull, Megan Foster, Travis Whalen, Tay-
lor Whalen, and Julian Whalen. 
 

On December 15, a group of hearty volunteers enjoyed Christmas caroling at the Rochester Plaza 
Shop-n-Save. 
 

Largely through the efforts of Rich Insull, Lighthouse Lutheran has given assistance, both financial and 
with contributions of bedding and other furnishings, to a local family with pest infestation problems. 
 

Many of our members purchased Christmas gifts for people whose names were submitted by 
Churches Are Serving Together, Inc. (C.A.S.T.). 
 

All who attended the beautiful Christmas Eve Candlelight Service were blessed in remembering the 
wonderful gift to us of our heavenly Father’s beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  A choir directed by Dee 
Eppihimer and accompanied by Amos Eppihimer added to the celebration of our Savior’s birth. 
 

Wednesday evening Bible studies on the book of Hebrews led by Pastor Whalen have been a bless-
ing to those attending.  The studies will begin with a new subject following Easter.  

http://www.lighthouselutheran.org


The Fellowship Committee hosted our second Game Night on January 18.  A delicious variety of 
“finger food” was brought by the funsters, and all who attended had an enjoyable night out with friends. 
 

The distribution of the 2012 yearly report and the election of church council members were ac-
complished at the annual congregational meeting on January 27.  A luncheon provided by the 
Fellowship Committee followed. 
 

Lighthouse Lutheran Church is participating with the other churches in the New Sewickley-
Freedom Ministerium in an after-school Christian outreach program, the Good News Club, being 
held at the Big Knob Elementary School, Freedom Area School District. 
 

Many of the young people of Lighthouse Lutheran will be participating this spring in the North 
American Lutheran Church’s Youth Bible Bowl competition.  Our mentors and contestants are 
honing their knowledge of the book of Acts in preparation for this event. 
 

Thanks to the efforts of Pastor Whalen, Lighthouse Lutheran Church is listed as a participant in 
the 2013 “40 Days for Life” vigil at the Liberty Avenue location of Planned Parenthood in Pitts-
burgh.   Pastor Whalen and Pastor Win Groseclose of  St. John’s (Burry’s) Church were at watch 
from 7 A.M. to 10 A.M. on February 21.  How gratifying that our church is taking this important 
stand on behalf of the unborn, the most helpless among us. 
 

We have contributed items to the gift boxes which the Yellow Ribbon Girls send to deployed men 
and women of the U.S. armed services and have gotten replies from some who have received our 
Bibles in which we include handwritten messages from members of our congregation.  One service-
man, Pete Kern, has told us that if we were to send him children’s hats, gloves, scarves, and other 
cold weather clothing, he would see that the articles get to the needy Afghan children.  There is a 
basket in the narthex for this purpose; notes to Mr. Kern and/or the children would also be wel-
come.  In the future, Lighthouse Lutheran will be sending more Bibles to our servicemen, and if 
you would be able to write a letter to include with one of them, be assured that it will be much ap-
preciated by the recipient. 

Pastor Whalen’s Message (continued) 
slavery, Jesus instituted a New Testament in His body and blood for forgiveness of sins.  In a few 
short hours, the true meaning of Passover would be established, in that His blood would be painted 
on the wooden cross so that all who feed on His supper in faith would be spared from that de-
stroyer, death, for Jesus our Passover has been sacrificed. 
 

Why should we meet and listen to the narrative of the Passover?  Because it is the greatest story of 
love ever told.  Because we do not want to forget that our Lord became man so that He could save 
us from the destroyer and provide us with eternal life.  Lastly, because we want the children of 
Lighthouse to hear of this great deliverance from death so that they may tell their children, too.  
On this wonderful night of remembrance, we will leave the Seder meal together and commune 
with the living Jesus Christ as we eat and drink His body and blood in the Holy Eucharist, bread 
that gives life and wine that forgives sins.  See you at the Seder! 



Pastor Whalen’s Message 
And you shall tell your son on that day, saying, “It is because of what the LORD did for me when I 
came out of Egypt.” Exodus 13:8  New American Standard Version 
 

Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For 
Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.  Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old 
leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth. 1 Corinthians 5:7-8  New American Standard Version 

 

ow that Christmas has passed and Easter is quickly approaching, I want to make certain that 
we do not forget Passover.  What is that, you say?  You are not familiar with Passover?  Per-
haps you thought that only the Jewish people celebrated Passover.  Please allow me to ex-

plain a few things about the Passover celebration and get you excited about the upcoming Seder 
meal at Lighthouse on Maundy Thursday. 
 

Passover was instituted when God was preparing to lead His people out of the bondage of slavery in 
Egypt.  On this night, the Lord told His people to select a lamb without blemish from the flock. 
This lamb was to be killed, roasted, and completely eaten by the family.  In addition, the blood of 
this innocent lamb was painted on the wooden door posts and lintel of the house.  That night, 
when the Lord passed through and saw the blood, He would not allow the destroyer to enter the 
home.  If the Lord did not see the blood, the destroyer would kill the firstborn male within the 
household.  Throughout the night, the people ate the roasted lamb until it was gone, wore their 
garments in preparation for leaving Egypt, and did not step outside the house until morning.  
Lastly, the LORD told His people to continue to observe this feast forever so that their children 
would remember how He saved them from bondage (Exodus 12:24). 
 

As time marched on, Passover continued to be observed as a movable feast.  Four days before Pass-
over, a perfect lamb was selected from the flock and set apart from the others.  During the Passover 
feast, families would gather together for a meal and listen to the narrative of God’s saving grace 
through the blood of the innocent, unblemished lamb and His blessings of leading the Israelite 
exodus out of Egypt.  This special meal has a very special liturgy that permits the leader, usually the 
male leader in the household, to recount the many ways in which God blessed them.  The meal 
itself consists of roasted eggs, parsley, roasted lamb, chopped apples and nuts, and bitter herbs, 
which represent the struggles the people endured while living in Egypt.  There are also four cups of 
wine consumed by the participants during the meal, which represent their deliverance by God.  
The main point of this feast was to tell the children so that they would never forget (Exodus 13:8). 
So, why would modern day Christians be interested in a Jewish feast?  This feast is a blessing as it is 
not only a time for us to remember the saving grace of Jesus Christ, but also to teach this to our 
sons and daughters so that they will remember.  As we begin to ponder Holy Week that begins 
with Palm Sunday, our thoughts should align with the selection of the perfect lamb, Jesus Christ, 
as He is set apart from all others.  As Maundy Thursday approaches, we must fix our thoughts on 
that night with the apostles in the upper room, as they gathered for the Passover feast.  There, 
gathered together and recounting the narrative of God rescuing His people from the bondage of 



THE HEALTH NOOK 
 

S leep is one of those activities we take for granted, and most of us love to take part in it.  How-
ever, a simple activity that we pretty much take for granted can for some people create a 
health risk.  There is a division of medicine that specializes in sleep; not just sleep, but sleep 

disorders.  Research has found a disorder called Obstructive Sleep Apnea.  This disorder can cause 
serious health problems.   
 

Sleep Apnea occurs when the muscles that surround the throat become narrowed during sleep.  In 
most people the narrowing of these muscles does not affect breathing.  Those who are affected will 
experience snoring, sometimes with reduced or a completely blocked airway.  Insufficient breathing 
due to Obstructive Sleep Apnea causes your oxygen levels to fall and your carbon dioxide to rise caus-
ing you to stop breathing.  The airway must reopen for the levels to be corrected.  Typically, that 
requires the person to awaken and take a deep breath.  Occasionally, the person may awaken with a 
sensation of gasping, smothering, or choking.  
 

The main symptoms of Obstructive Sleep Apnea are loud snoring, fatigue, daytime sleepiness, cessa-
tion of breathing while asleep, restless sleep, morning headaches, dry mouth or sore throat, awaken-
ing groggy, memory impairment or a low energy level.  If you have any of these symptoms, it is pos-
sible you have Obstructive Sleep Apnea.  Untreated Obstructive Sleep Apnea can increase your risk for 
heart disease, high blood pressure, stroke, and abnormal heart rhythms, and even death.  
 

Diagnosing Obstructive Sleep Apnea is done by a Sleep Medicine Specialist who will review your medi-
cal history, do a physical examination, and perform a sleep study.  Once Sleep Apnea is diagnosed, the 
specialist will discuss with you the most effective way to maintain an open airway.  Treatment may be 
as simple as adjusting your sleep position (staying off your back), weight loss, sedative avoidance, den-
tal devices, nasal valves, and in extreme cases, surgical treatment.  The most effective non-surgical 
treatment is a mechanical device called a CPAP machine that keeps the airway open while you sleep.  
 

Men are more commonly affected than women with this disorder.  Other related factors for Sleep Ap-
nea are those of middle or older age, being overweight or obese, and having a small mouth and throat. 
 

Our bodies need restful sleep.  Sleep allows the brain, heart and all other major organs time to rest, 
allowing them to keep our bodies functioning properly on a daily basis.  
 

In Psalm 121:2-4 it says, “My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.  He will 
not let your foot slip.  He who watches over you will not slumber; indeed, He who watches over 
Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.” 
 

God does not sleep.  However, he watches over us as we do.  If you experience any of the above 
mentioned symptoms during sleep, please see your health care provider.  God wants us to be 
healthy and safe, even as we sleep.  God desires us to be His healthy ambassadors.  
 

If you have any health-related questions either on this subject matter or any other issues, please feel 
free to speak with your Parish Nurses, Bert Amsler, R.N. or Kurt DeHaven, R.N. CRNP 
 

Kurt DeHaven 
 



EVANGELISM 102 
 

M ost Christians know the importance of evangelism, and yet most statistics show that few 
Christians share their faith on a regular basis.  Evangelism is a scary thing for many Chris-
tians.  It’s not that we don’t want to share the Good News, but that we are afraid. 

For some Christians, fear comes from comparison. “I can’t preach like that guy,” “I don’t know my faith 
as well as that guy,” “I’m not a big talker,” and “I’m too scared to talk to strangers” are only a few of the 
excuses we use to shy away from evangelizing.  Fear cripples evangelism. 
 

We fear REJECTION, We fear FAILURE, We fear EMBARRASSMENT. 
 

We fear REJECTION—Deep down we want to be liked.  We hesitate to spread the message of the Gospel 
because we fear it will put a wedge between us and the ones we love.  What’s the answer for this fear?  
First, we need to value more highly the approval of God, through Christ, that is unconditional.  Second, 
we need to weigh what’s more important, the external destiny of the ones we love or their approval of 
us.  In other words, if we care about them enough, we will introduce them to the Gospel.  Third, we fear 
their reaction will be rejection, but if we present the Gospel message in a loving, discerning way, it is 
often received as a “gift of love.” 
 

We fear FAILURE—Maybe it’s not the fear of “being liked” that prevents our evangelism as much as the fear 
of failure.  Many times Christians ask, “What if I don’t know how to answer one of the questions that 
someone asks me?”  Truth is you do not need to know every theological answer in the universe to be able 
to witness.  Just share what Christ has done in your life, and if you are asked a question you don’t know 
how to answer, there is no harm in saying, “I’ll get back to you on that question.”  The Word of God en-
courages us to be “workmen” of the Word (2 Timothy 2:15).  As we study the Word and share it, we grow 
in knowledge and in wisdom, making us more prepared to answer people’s questions (1 Peter 3:15). 
 

We fear EMBARRASSMENT—No Christian relishes being out of step with culture.  We want to “fit in” and 
so we tend to shield our Gospel witnessing so nobody thinks we are one of those “weird Christians.”  
However, Christianity will always be out of step with the world.  The Gospel message is countercultural.  
The cross of Jesus, to those who reject it, will always be a stumbling block.  And yet, part of the mission 
of a disciple is to suffer for Jesus’ sake.  Sometimes that involves a little embarrassment, a little mockery, 
a little scorn.  When this happens we can take comfort in the fact that our Lord experienced the highest 
form of ridicule.  So when we suffer, we suffer with Jesus.  The question we have to ask ourselves is this, 
“Are we willing to suffer a little shame or embarrassment if it means helping others experience the same 
love and grace we have experienced?”  Evangelism naturally brings out our worst fears.  But God has 
given us not the spirit of fear, but power, love, and a sound mind. (2 Timothy 1:7) 
 

Our competence is in God, and we need not be afraid to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Let’s go 
forth with boldness, walking the walk, talking the talk, and being great ambassadors and witnesses for 
Christ.  Just as the men and woman of Acts did, let’s pray for boldness and look for opportunities to 
share our faith (Acts 4:29).  Let us stand up for our Lord who stood up for us and took our place on the 
cross. 
 

Excerpts from: Three Ways Fear Cripples Evangelism, by Dan Darling; No-Fear Evangelism, by Bill Bright; 
Fear and Evangelism, by Courtenay Dudek 

Carol DeHaven 



 Getting  Acquainted 
In this edition of “Getting Acquainted” we are pleased to feature two people who, though not 
members of Lighthouse Lutheran Church, have been a truly positive influence on our congre-
gation:  Our beloved brother in Christ, Tsena Dinssa, who has served in our morning worship 
services as guest preacher, lector, and Holy Communion assistant; and our good friend, 
Dolores Fruth, who has contributed several original works to past numbers of The Beacon, 
and offers her poem “The Disciples” in the current issue. 
 

My name is TSENA DINSSA, and originally I am from 
Ethiopia.  I graduated from Agricultural University in 
Ethiopia and served as a mission developer for the 
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yessus 
(EECMY), the Lutheran Church in Ethiopia.  I served 
voluntarily as a lay minister in the church for over 
eight years.  
  

I came to America in 2002, and I served in Washing-
ton, D.C. Oromo Churches as a preacher, teacher, 
and prayer group leader for over three years.  From 
September, 2006 to April, 2011 I served as a Pastor 
Developer, Dallas Oromo Mission.  Currently I am a 
seminarian at Trinity School for Ministry in Am-
bridge, preparing for future mission of God. 

The life history and work of Abaa Gammachiis, translator of the Bible into the Oromo lan-
guage of Ethiopia, is told in a highly recommended 1999 biography written by the Rev. Tas-
garaa Hirpoo and translated into English by the Rev. Magarssa Guutaa.  The story of Abaa 
Gammachiis, born Hiikaa Awaaji in 1856, and given the name Oneesimos Nasib upon his 
baptism in 1872, is an absorbing story of the origins of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 
Mekane Yessus.  From the foreword to the biography by the Rev. Iteffa Gobena, EECMY: 

. . . the writer bring[s] to light the struggle the Evangelical Christians went through 
during those early days due to the political and religious powers of the time.  Evan-
gelical Christianity was born in Ethiopia amidst great difficulties through the minis-
tries of many devoted indigenous preachers of the Gospel such as Oneesimos. 



DOLORES FRUTH was born in 1922 in Irwin, Pennsyl-
vania to Mildred and Paul Hellmann.  She is the eld-
est of three sisters.  She was baptized and confirmed 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in her hometown.  
Her church life has always been important to her. 
  
At the age of seven she wrote her first poem and 
from then on has continued to write poems, stories, 
and plays. 
 

In 1945 she was married to Pastor William Fruth.  
He was a member of St. John's Lutheran church in 
Freedom, Pennsylvania.  They always worked as a 
team, serving parishes in Sharon, Conneaut (Ohio), 
and New Castle before their sojourn for twenty-five 
years at Passavant Memorial Homes in Rochester, 
Pennsylvania.  This was a ministry of serving and car-
ing for epileptics and mentally retarded adults. 
 

The couple was blessed with two children—a daughter, Karin, and a son, James.  There are 
also three grandsons and a great granddaughter.  William and Dolores were members of 
Grace Lutheran Church in Rochester. 
 

William died in 2004, and the next year Dolores moved to Passavant Retirement Commu-
nity in Zelienople.  The program of this faith-based facility strives for each of its residents 
to have an abundant life.  Dolores is now a member of Seaman Lutheran Church on the 
campus and is the president of the congregation’s WELCA organization.  
 

She continues to write poems and is the creator of a yearly devotional booklet.  Some of 
her poems have been set to music.  She also contributes to the campus publication as well 
as to the website of her home church in Irwin.  Dolores has cards and poetry booklets for 
sale in the community’s gift shop, the proceeds going to the benevolence fund.  
 

Dolores considers her life rich and full in spite of health and other hardships, and she 
thanks God for His many blessings to her. 

Dolores with daughter, Karin, and 
great granddaughter, Susan, on the oc-
casion of Dolores’s ninetieth birthday.   



T 
HE SHROUD OF TURIN, so-called because of its location since 1578 at Turin, Italy,  
has, through the years, been the subject of intense disagreement.  Modern analysis 
of the shroud has not lessened the controversy.  Indeed, as the faint images on the 
cloth have continued to defy conventional explanations of their creation, the an-

grier the denials of many in the scientific community that they could be anything other than 
the work of a hoaxer.  Individuals have staked their fortunes and reputations to identify the 
picture either as the authentic burial shroud of Christ or as a fraud. 
 

I say faint images, because when the shroud was photographed by Secondo Pia in 1898, prior 
to being shut away by the skeptical nineteenth century, the sketchy markings were revealed to 
be a picture with photo-negative properties.  Viewing the photographic negatives of the im-
ages on the shroud gave the images a clarity that direct viewing did not.  Since then, the 
shroud has become the best-researched piece of cloth in the world.   
 

In 1988, carbon-14 tests carried out on the shroud caused scientists in Arizona, U.S., Zurich, 
Switzerland, and Oxford, England to conclude that it was made between A.D. 1260 and 
1390.  This conclusion has always been disputed by renowned textile authority, Doctor Flury-
Lemberg.  She describes the shroud as of very high quality, the seam being almost invisible.    
She has discovered at Masada, from A.D. 73, the same kind of seam and an identical edge, 
and at a first-century site near the Red Sea, an example of the same kind of weaving.  In 2002, 
when the shroud’s backing was removed for the first time since it had been added by nuns in 
1532 who were repairing fire damage, it was discovered that carbon dust had accumulated 
and mingled with the fabric of the shroud, a condition which could easily skew the results of 
the carbon-14 tests. 
 

The image on the shroud is no painting and belongs to no style of art.  Meticulous pollen 
analyses and the measuring of the cloth point to origins in the Near East.  A large group of 
the pollen adhering to the cloth is typical for the spring vegetation around Jerusalem, a fur-
ther group for the region around the old city of Edessa in Anatolia, and yet another group 
for the area around Istanbul.  Traces of aloe and myrrh are on the cloth, hints of Jewish 
burial rites.  The investigation of the blood traces in the weaving has shown that the large 
double print shows a scourged and crucified man, that after his death someone laid him 
upon one-half of the fourteen-foot-long band and covered him with the other half.  The 



wounds are monstrous.  His body is ripped open.  On his back can be counted 120 separate 
scourge lashes.  The right cheek up to the eye is greatly swollen.  The star-shaped tracks of 
blood around a wound at the right wrist tell how this man raised himself again and again 
against the wood in order to get his last breaths of air.  On his forehead and back of his 
head, blood welled from his hair, as though he had been crowned with a kind of cap made 
from thorn vines. 
 

Of course, a Christian’s faith does not depend on the authenticity of an object preserved 
from antiquity.  The Roman Catholic Church has never claimed that the shroud is the actual 
burial cloth of Christ and leaves its veneration to the individual believer.  However, Pope 
Benedict XVI has described the likeness on the shroud as “a truly mysterious image which no 
human artistry was capable of producing.  In some inexplicable way, it appeared imprinted 
upon cloth and claimed to show the true face of Christ, the crucified and risen Lord.”  Sister 
Maria Pierina De Michele, the creator of the Holy Face Medal (after the 1898 photograph) 
was beatified by Benedict XVI in 2010. 

Color Positive Photograph The 1898 Negative Image 

THE FACE ON THE SHROUD 



The Disciples  
 
They locked themselves in a room to pray.  
"All hope is lost," we hear them say.  
With gloom and doom they bow each head,  
Because their Savior now is dead. 
 
It is the end, they truly thought 
His promises they now forgot,  
Remembering not the wine and bread,  
Because their Savior now is dead. 
 
They ran away from guards one night  
And left the Master to His plight.  
They could not face the awful dread,  
And so their Savior now is dead. 
 
But, look, the room is filled with light,  
As Christ appears to them that night. 
It's not the end, as all have said. 
He is alive, and never dead! 
  
The disciples know the truth at last. 
The gloom and doom had quickly passed.  
Unlock the door, the Good News spread—  
CHRIST IS ALIVE and never dead. 
 

Dolores Fruth 
 



2013-2014 CHURCH COUNCIL 
        Pastor Dennis Whalen              Tom Kuny                 Norm Amsler 
                                                              Trustee                         Elder 
                                                      Council President 
 
    Dee Eppihimer             Dee Phillips            Carol DeHaven      Marsha Bischoff     
        Treasurer           Lay Representative         Deaconess        Lay Representative 
                                   Council Secretary 
The temporal and spiritual affairs of Lighthouse Lutheran Church will be guided  
for the next two years by the members of our newly-elected church council.  We 
all have reason to be thankful for their willingness to serve in this very important 
capacity, and we need to be mindful to be in prayer for them as they fulfill their 
duties on behalf of the Church of our beloved Christ.   



 

I n Catholic Ireland, Lent and Easter are even more important times of the Church year than Christ-
mas.  Lent for the Irish is a time of self-discipline and a special opportunity to be thankful for their 

blessings.  The fish that is eaten on Fridays during the forty days is usually cooked in a soup. 
 

The last week of Lent is the most important part of the fasting period.  Traditionally, no outside 
work is done on Good Friday but is a time to observe the Sacrament of Confession.  Holy Satur-
day is the day of the Easter Vigil which usually starts at 10 P.M. with the church decorated in pur-
ple-colored banners in anticipation of the arrival of the King.  All lights in the church are extin-
guished at 11 P.M. and the flame of the new Paschal candle, symbol of the Risen Christ, is pre-
sented at the altar.  
 

Easter Sunday in many homes is similar to any other Sunday or religious day.  Families get to-
gether dressed in their new clothes and attend Mass together.  The Easter feast which follows is 
usually made up of servings of potatoes, vegetables, meat, stuffing, bread, and anything else that 
makes up a good, proper Irish celebration.  Eggs would not have been eaten during Lent, although 
present in Irish households since Good Friday.  These eggs are painted with different colors and 
designs and also include the chocolate variety.  They are presented to the children after dinner. 

A St. Patrick’s Day penny postcard from the very early 1900s—shown actual size 
“Erin Go Bragh” is Gaelic for “Ireland Forever” 
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LARGE DIAMOND A 
____How many  commandments were given to Moses on Mt. Sinai? 
____How many fish did Jesus use to feed the 5,000? (Matthew 14) 
____How many stones did David use to kill Goliath? (1 Samuel 17) 
____How many times hotter did Nebuchadnezzar command the furnace 
 to be heated for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? (Daniel 3) 
 

LARGE DIAMOND B 
____How many of the books of the New Testament have only one chapter? 
____How many lepers did not return to thank Jesus for healing? (Luke 17) 
____How many waterpots did Jesus use for his first miracle? (John 2) 
____How many sheep were lost in Jesus’ parable as recorded in Luke 15? 
 

LARGE DIAMOND C 
____How many people  were in the ark, including Noah? (Genesis 6 and 7) 
____How many of the ten virgins did not take extra oil? (Matthew 25) 
____How many days was Jesus in the tomb? 
____On which day of Creation did God make the stars? (Genesis 1) 

DIRECTIONS:   Four small diamonds combine to form each 
of  three interlocking large diamonds— A, B, C  (left).   You 
must rearrange the answers to the questions (below), so that 
the numbers in the four small diamonds surrounding each 
encircled letter add up to 20. 



Church Council Meeting Highlights 
January 14, 2013   7:30 P.M. 

 

as taken from meeting minutes. 
 

Pastor Dennis Whalen, Norman Amsler, Dee Eppihimer, Tom Kuny, Cindy Morris, and 
Carol Nicoletti were present. 
 

Following devotions, the minutes of the December 3, 2012 council meeting and the De-
cember 23, 2012 congregational meeting were approved as presented. 
 

Dee Eppihimer presented the December, 2012 financial report.  The treasurer’s report will 
be filed for audit.   
 

Pastor Whalen presented his report for November 20, 2012 through January 14, 2013.   
The New Sewickley-Freedom Ministerium is starting a Good News Club at the Big Knob 
Elementary School, Freedom Area School District.  Lighthouse Lutheran will lead the ac-
tivities for two weeks; training sessions will prepare the leaders.  A copy of the pastor’s re-
port is attached to the minutes. 
 

The fundraising policy will be distributed with the Annual Meeting members’ packets and 
presented at the upcoming congregational meeting. 
 

Pastor Whalen distributed the preliminary 2012 Annual Report.  The revised version will 
be distributed to the members on January 20. 
 

After much discussion and prayer, it was council’s unanimous decision to decline the offer 
of another congregation to form a merger with Lighthouse Lutheran. 
 

Dee Phillips and Marsha Bischoff have each offered to serve as council’s lay representative.  
It was moved by Norm Amsler, seconded by Tom Kuny, and carried to add a second lay 
representative to council. 
 

At the Evangelism Committee meeting, Cindy Morris offered to keep the church’s outdoor 
sign up to date, including appropriate Bible verses.  Jack Boyd is looking into the possibility 
of renaming the sign “Lighthouse Lutheran Church.” 
 

The next council meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 18, 2012 at the church. 
 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

 



Church Council Meeting Highlights 
February 21, 2013   7:30 P.M. 

 

as taken from meeting minutes. 
 

Pastor Dennis Whalen, Norman Amsler, Dee Eppihimer, Tom Kuny, Carol DeHaven, Marsha 
Bischoff, and Dee Phillips were present. 
 

Following devotions, the minutes of the January 14, 2013 council meeting and the January 27, 
2013 Annual Meeting were approved as presented. 
 

Dee Eppihimer presented the January, 2013 financial report. The treasurer’s report will be 
filed for audit.   
 

Pastor Whalen presented his report for January 15, 2013 through February 21, 2013.  The 
Good New Club at Big Knob Elementary School has been very successful and will continue 
meeting until Holy Week.  The meetings will resume after Holy Week and continue until the 
end of the school year.  A copy of the pastor’s report is attached to the minutes. 
 

The Evangelism Committee met January 8, 2013.  A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 
 

The Fellowship Committee met January 8, 2013.  A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 
 

It was moved by Tom Kuny, seconded by Carol DeHaven, and carried to transfer the Lenten 
offerings to the benevolence fund. 
 

Following discussion, it was moved by Tom Kuny, seconded by Norm Amsler, and carried to 
allocate a $1,000 donation from a non-member as follows: 
purchase of Bibles for distribution by the Yellow Ribbon Girls to deployed service men and women; 
 

purchase of Bibles for distribution to the children attending the Good News Club; 
 

addition of funds to the benevolence fund. 
 

Tom Kuny will investigate the conversion of the outside sign to Lighthouse Lutheran Church. 
  

The next council meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 18, 2013 at the church. 
 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

 



MUSINGS 
 

Because of the recommendation of Janet McClintick, to whom the book had been given by 
Pastor Whalen, I recently read a short work by St. Athanasius entitled, On the Incarnation. 
He wrote the book some three hundred years after the Resurrection of our Lord.  In those 
three hundred years, the Christian faith was transforming the world, and one of the 
themes on which Athanasius touches is that transformation.  He points out for us that be-
cause Christ was and is with us, the world is a far different place than it would otherwise 
be.  “The renewal of creation has been wrought by the Self-same Word Who made it in the begin-
ning.” 
 

A book written by Dr. D. James Kennedy and Jerry Newcombe, What if Jesus Had Never 
Been Born?, likewise pursues the theme of the transforming power of Christ.  “Christianity’s 
Impact on the Value of Human Life,” “Christianity’s Contribution to Helping the Poor,” 
“Christianity’s Contribution to Civil Liberties,” “Christianity’s Impact on Science,” 
“Christianity’s Impact on Health and Medicine,” and several more chapters in this book 
show the degree of the world’s debt to its Savior. 
 

It is an insight that we moderns (post-moderns?) need to have driven home to us.  Today’s 
secularists have scant recognition that they enjoy the fruits of a residual Christian culture 
in an increasingly pagan society.  As they go about attempting to pull down the remaining 
influences of the Christian faith, especially in the public arena, but also in people’s private 
lives, they appear to be unaware that they strike at the foundations of the humane society 
created by that faith—rather like sawing off the branch on which they’re standing.  Perhaps 
a serious study of the character of the ancient world before the leaven of our Christ’s bod-
ily presence among us would open some eyes.  It may often seem to us that we are well on 
our way to reverting to the character of that society, with, of course, a modern spin.  When 
we feel that way, it would be well to keep in mind the perspective expressed in Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s Christmas poem— 

And in despair I bowed my head: 
“There is no peace on earth,” I said, 
“For hate is strong and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
“God is not dead, nor doth he sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good will to men.” 

Mel Roush 


