
The Mother’s Day Tea on May 12 offered an enjoyable time for the attending mothers, grandmothers, 
daughters, friends, and children.  This was an effort of the Hospitality Committee, guided by committee 
member Janet McClintick.  
 

The Wednesday evening Bible studies continue, Janet McClintick leading the way through the chal-
lenges of the Revelation of Jesus Christ to John. 
 

A very good way to show your support for our military people is to contribute to the Yellow Ribbon 
Girls, an organization which collects and sends supplies to our deployed troops.  There is a basket in the 
narthex for the reception of Bibles, greeting cards, letters, DVDs, CDs, pictures, batteries, Ziploc bags, 
travel-size shampoo, boot insoles, granola bars, beef jerky, chewing gum, packs of nuts and crackers, mi-
crowaveable food including popcorn, ramen noodles, powdered drink mixes, etc. 
 

Carol DeHaven, chairperson of the Evangelism Committee, is forming a circle to serve family, friends, 
neighbors, and others who are in immediate need of prayer.  Adding your name to the signup sheet in 
the narthex will make you a part of this important prayer ministry. 
 

Lighthouse will be welcoming to our pulpit in the coming weeks two seminarians of the Trinity Episco-
pal School of Ministry—Joanne Martin on May 20 and Clay Huffman on June 24. 
 

Alexandria and Katarina will be confirmed in the Christian faith on Pentecost Sunday, May 27.  Be sure 
to read their remarks concerning this important step elsewhere in this issue of The Beacon.  A reception 
for the newly confirmed will follow worship. 
 

Lighthouse Lutheran’s spaghetti dinner fundraiser for the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America 
is scheduled for June 2 in the Unionville United Methodist Church fellowship hall.  To volunteer your 
time and talents, please see Rich Insull or Lorrie Kuny.   
 

June 11 through 15, those attending  Lighthouse’s 2012 Vacation Bible School will enjoy “Adventures 
on Promise Island.”   Pre-school through sixth grade children will visit a place where they are encour-
aged to discover God’s lifesaving love.   Bible School will end with a social gathering at 8:00 P.M. on Fri-
day, to include the parents of the attending children.  Amanda Weidner will, as a part of her Senior year 
project, be leading the planning of VBS, assisted by Donna Pfeifer. 
 

Father’s Day will be celebrated at Lighthouse on June 17 with a breakfast following morning worship, 
hosted by the Hospitality Committee.  
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 Pastor Whalen’s Message 

n 1516, Sir Thomas More wrote the book Utopia, which described a fictional island off the 
Atlantic coast that was portrayed as being perfect in every way.  Initial reaction to the book 
and its philosophy was highly favorable.  Not much has changed over the last five hundred 
years.  The book is still widely read throughout the world, and its concepts of the perfect 

society have been sought generation after generation.  For example, communism promised equal-
ity for all through government; the Anabaptists (the Amish) promised a simple, peaceful life 
away from the rigors and sins of modern society; and even modern technology has promised se-
curity and equality through vigilant surveillance.  Yes, mankind is still searching for Utopia and 
we are certainly far off from it today. 
 

Why do we search for the perfect society?  It is my belief that each and every one of us has been 
made in the image of God.  As such, in the backs of our minds we long to return to the Garden of 
Eden.  In the Garden, animals rested alongside man; the Garden kept itself watered and trimmed 
without intervention from man; and food was free for the taking.  One could argue that ever since 
man was thrown out of the Garden, he has been struggling to fight his way back in.  However, in 
doing so, we have lost sight of the One who can bring us back into the perfect place of resting. 
We try to create our own flawless, unspoiled, safe haven.  In doing so we fail to realize that our 
creation will always be flawed because of sin.  As such, any society that we create ultimately es-
tablishes ourselves as god.  In other words, it is only perfect (in our minds) because we have ele-
vated our own desires above the desires of our Father.  In the end, all man-made formulations of 
Utopia will fail.  Perhaps that is the message of Sir Thomas More.  After all, the underlying 
meaning of Utopia is “no (eu) place (topos)”. 
 

Certainly, Utopia cannot be created by man.  Nonetheless, “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).  Even though mankind was thrown out of the Gar-
den of Eden because of his sin, that which God created from the beginning was perfect.  “He has 
made everything beautiful in its time.  He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet [mankind] 
cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end” (Ecclesiastes 3:11).  God has indeed 
created a perfect place for His children, which is called Heaven.  There will be no crying or pain 
or tears (Revelation 21:4) and, when we meet Christ in Heaven, we will be made like Him (1 
John 3:2).  Our sins will be no more and we will no longer be tempted to do evil, for there will no 
longer be any sin. 
 

As I write this newsletter article, I cannot help thinking about our one-year anniversary celebra-
tion.  Our congregation is ecstatic to be together and it shows.  We laugh with one another and 
truly enjoy each other’s company.  However, let us not forget that not one of us can create the 
perfect place on earth.  Lighthouse is not Utopia.  Lighthouse is a congregation of believers who 
have dedicated their lives to following Jesus Christ.  Because of sin, we will sometimes experi-
ence pain within our congregation.  Yet, we must continually focus on loving our God and each 
other.  While we walk upon this earth, we will only enjoy a foretaste of perfection through the 
Word and Sacrament, provided that Christ is our focus.  Perfection awaits us when we are with 
our Lord forever in His perfect kingdom. 



 T homas More, mentioned in Pastor Whalen’s article 
in this issue of The Beacon, lived in 16th century 
England.  Born in 1478, he had been, in his earlier 
years, a member of Parliament.  As time passed, 

More became increasingly influential in government, even to 
being secretary and personal advisor to Henry VIII.  In 1521, 
the King, with the editorial assistance of More, responded to 
Luther’s criticisms of the Catholic Church with a work 
known as the Assertio, for which Pope Leo X rewarded 
Henry with the title Fidei defensor (“Defender of the Faith”).  
Religious polemics between More and Luther followed, serv-
ing to confirm More in his conservative Catholic beliefs. 
 
The King appointed More Chancellor in 1529.  However, 
despite the early friendship between him and the King, he 
was caught up in the controversy resulting when the pope 
denied the King a divorce from Catherine of Aragon—she 

had failed to provide Henry with an heir.  More became increasingly uncomfortable with the 
King’s determination to establish himself as the Supreme Head of the Church in England in order 
to get his divorce, and desired therefore to resign his chancellorship.  In 1532 King Henry finally 
allowed More to step down.  A devout Catholic, More accepted Parliament's right to declare Anne 
Boleyn the legitimate Queen of England, but he refused to acknowledge the Crown’s supremacy 
over the Church in England.  He steadfastly refused to take the oath in support of such supremacy.  
Furthermore he publicly refused to uphold Henry’s annulment from Catherine.  More’s enemies 
now had enough evidence for an accusation of treason.  But More had been careful never to be 
heard to deny that the King was Supreme Head of the Church in England, and his defense would 
be “silence shows consent”—that is, his accusers were legally bound to interpret his silence as con-
sent.  But the King would have his man, so the Solicitor General, Richard Rich, was brought in to 
testify that More had, in his presence, denied that the King was the legitimate Head of the English 
Church.  More was sentenced to be hanged, drawn, and quartered, but the King commuted this to 
execution by decapitation.  The execution took place on July 6, 1535.  While on the scaffold he 
declared that he died “the King's good servant, but God's first.” 
 
Thomas More was a humanist and a friend of that most famous of Christian humanists, Erasmus, 
rival of Luther.  While Christian humanism sought to reform the corrupt Church of medieval 
Christendom through intellectual and ethical means, Protestantism did so on theological grounds.  
Erasmus, being a Renaissance intellectual, placed reason above Scripture.  Luther had concluded 
that Scripture must be placed above human reason.  Erasmus attacked Luther through his treatise, 
On the Freedom of the Will.  Luther responded with his On the Bondage of the Will.  To Luther, 
what Erasmus had to offer was a heretical doctrine in which man cooperates with God in order to 
secure his place in Heaven.  This is in contrast to Protestantism’s insight that salvation is a com-
plete work of God made possible only by His grace, the doctrine of “sola gratia.”  Luther's most 
important colleague was Philipp Melanchthon, educated by the humanist teacher Johannes Reuch-
lin, who had contact with other humanists, Erasmus in particular. 



G eorge Alexander Nicoletti III and 
Carol Jean Hoffman met while 
working at Zayre’s Department Store 

in Baden.  She was a senior in high school, 
and he was attending Robert Morris College.  
Carol’s mom told her she couldn’t get mar-
ried until George had a job that would sup-
port them.  So he left Zayre’s and worked at a 
mill in McKees Rocks while he finished his 
degree.  They were married at Rehoboth Lu-
theran Church on May 29, 1976. 
 

George graduated from Quaker Valley High 
school in 1973 and earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Administration from Robert Morris University and his MBA from West Virginia 
University.  George’s job in retail management with Fisher’s Big Wheel gave them the opportunity to 
live in Ambridge, Weirton, Wheeling, Dover (Ohio), Butler, and finally back to Economy Borough.  
He is now the vice president – business development for Leisure Luggage. 
 

Carol graduated from Ambridge Area High School in 1975 and earned her Bachelor of Science in 
Business from Point Park University.  She obtained her Certified Administrative Professional (CAP) 
certification through the International Association of Administrative Professionals (IAAP).  Carol 
has been an executive assistant in the health care field most of her career.  After 15 years at Butler 
Memorial Hospital, she went to work for UPMC Health Plan in 2004 and is currently supporting 
the vice president of eMarketing and Digital Strategy in UPMC Corporate Communications. 
 

Carol’s hobbies are reading, vacationing at the beach, and crocheting.  In his spare time, George 
likes to golf, hunt, and fish.  Together they enjoy traveling and eating out.  They have two children.  
Brian is living in Florida, and Amy is living in Robinson Township. 
 

Carol and George have been active in many Lutheran churches throughout their travels, returning 
to Rehoboth Lutheran Church in 2000.  Over the years, Carol has served as a Sunday School 
teacher, Sunday School superintendent, and church council member.  Carol is currently serving as 
Lighthouse Lutheran Church’s Lay Representative and council secretary.  They feel blessed to be a 
part of the Lighthouse Lutheran Church congregation and look forward to helping the congrega-
tion grow in its ministry. 

Getting  Acquainted 
This is the seventh in a series of articles about our members, offered to help us learn more 
about our fellow Christians at Lighthouse Lutheran Church. 
 

GEORGE AND CAROL NICOLETTI 



THE HEALTH NOOK 
 

S tatistics show that women are less likely than men to be diagnosed with coronary heart dis-
ease.  However, heart disease has become the number one reason for death in woman, sur-
passing breast cancer. 

 
Symptoms for coronary heart disease include chest pain, chest tightness/pressure, shortness of 
breath with exertion, and fatigue.  Among the risk factors for heart disease are a sedentary life-
style, elevated blood pressure, overweight, smoking, and elevated cholesterol.  Along with these 
risk factors, being a diabetic or having a family history of heart disease predisposes a person to 
have heart disease. 
 
Most medical studies show that the two most potent heart disease risk factors are high cholesterol 
and smoking.  Cholesterol levels can be checked with a simple blood test.  High cholesterol can be 
controlled through diet and/or prescription medication.  Smoking cessation should also be done as 
soon as possible.  There are a number of products on the market today, or through prescription, to 
help you to stop smoking 
 
The importance of routine physical exams cannot be stressed enough, especially if you have any of 
the above-mentioned risk factors.  The diagnosis of heart disease can be determined through a 
physical exam and blood work, along with other testing.  If heart disease is diagnosed, it can be 
treated and kept in check with medication and/or lifestyle changes. 
 
One lifestyle change that is important is eating a heart-healthy diet.  Eating a diet rich in fruits and 
vegetables, including whole grain and high fiber foods, eating fish twice a week, less salt, less trans 
fats, and less cholesterol will help minimize the risk for heart disease.  Another important lifestyle 
change would be exercise and weight loss. 
 
Heart disease is not just a man’s disease; women must be aware of the symptoms described above 
and what to do if any of these symptoms should occur. 
 
If you are diagnosed with heart disease, you must be compliant with treatment so you will live a 
long and healthy life.  Continue to get your blood pressure checked, know your cholesterol levels, 
and follow closely with your health-care provider. 
 

Proverbs 4:23 tells us, “Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.” 
 
As always, if you have any questions regarding heart health or any other health related questions, 
please feel free to discuss them with one of your Parish Nurses.  Bert and Kurt would be more than 
happy to help you in any way they can in your journey to good health. 
 

Kurt DeHaven 



OUR 2012 CONFIRMANDS 
Alexandria and Katarina have recently completed the Confirmation course of study with Pastor 
Whalen, and on May 27, the Day of Pentecost, they  will be confirmed in the Christian faith at 
Lighthouse Lutheran Church.  In anticipation of this event, the girls share with us some thoughts 
about this very important time in their lives. 

T his past year, I have gotten the honor of going through the Confirmation experience.  I 
have tried to go through this twice before but it has never worked out. Now, knowing 
that I am going to be confirmed at Lighthouse Lutheran Church has made the experi-

ence all the better. 
 

In our classes, we would meet once a week.  We would usually meet on a Sunday evening.  With 
my dad being the teacher, it made class even more enjoyable.  I also got to go through it with 
my sister, Katarina.  With both of them there with me, it has given me more confidence to ask 
questions about things that I don’t understand.  I have immensely enjoyed having Katarina and 
my dad with me! 
 

To be confirmed, we have to memorize the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments.  Before I get confirmed, I have to recite all three of those to Mr. Amsler.   I 
am a bit nervous, but I am sure I’ll be fine.  Also, we talked about Holy Communion and Holy 
Baptism.  I have a better understanding of what they mean and why we do them. 
 

Throughout the year, I have had some very memorable experiences.  We got to go to take a trip 
down to St. Patrick’s in Pittsburgh to see and climb a replica of the stairs Jesus climbed the day 
he was sentenced to death.  We got to climb all 28 stairs on our knees which started to hurt 
about after the tenth one.  Climbing those stairs really made me realize how much pain Jesus 
went through.  Just the stairs don’t compete with the pain He went through.  Another memora-
ble experience is all the funny things my dad did to help us remember stories.  I would remem-
ber the funny story and then connect it to the Bible verse or story.  Another trip we got to take 
was down to St. Anthony’s Chapel in Pittsburgh.  We got to see hundreds of relics from Bible 
times.  They actually had a complete skull and a vial of blood for someone.  We do not worship 
these relics, but it does make the Bible seem more ‘real’. 
 

It is very important that I am confirmed.  Once I am confirmed, I can become more involved in 
the church.  I can be an assistant and participate in church meetings.  Also, after 13 years, I am 
finally confirming what my mom and dad did at Baptism.  I am confirming my own faith.  Now 
understanding it makes it better. 
 

I would just like to thank my dad for always answering my questions no matter what they were.  
I don’t think I could’ve made it all the way without him.  I would also like to thank all the 
members of Lighthouse for supporting me in everything I do.  Lastly, I would like to thank 
God.  Without Him, none of this would have been possible. —Lexi  



I t’s been an enormous pleasure go-
ing through Confirmation, espe-
cially with my father.  I think that’s 

what makes it so special and important 
to me – knowing I’m growing closer to 
my Father in Heaven with my father 
down here on Earth.  We used a cur-
riculum based of Luther’s studies and 
ideas and met in the evenings after din-
ner on Sundays.  It was always remark-
able learning more about our Lord and 
growing closer with Him every time we 
got together.  Most times, it was even a 
bit of fun.  My dad always knows how 
to explain different things in amusing, easy ways.  It got laughs out of both Lexi and me, and it 
helped us to remember what was being taught and explained.  We mainly studied the two sacra-
ments: Holy Baptism and Holy Communion.  My dad helped us comprehend what each sacra-
ment meant when it came to being a Lutheran.  Lexi and I were also given the task to memorize 
and understand the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, and the Ten Commandments.  How-
ever, our studies during Confirmation didn’t just include sitting around and reading through a 
curriculum.  Lexi and I also had the amazing pleasure of seeing the Crèche in Pittsburgh in 
which is the only official replica of the Vatican Crèche in Rome.  In addition, we, along with 
other members of Lighthouse Lutheran Church, went to view hundreds and hundreds of relics 
at the St. Anthony’s Chapel.  It was kind of weird seeing all of the relics and realizing that the 
bones, skulls, vials of blood, and pieces of cloth were from people in Jesus’ time.  It was almost 
unreal.  We also made a point to stop at St. Patrick’s Church in the Strip District of Pittsburgh 
to see the 28 stairs Jesus climbed.  We got to kneel on each of those hard marble stairs and say a 
prayer as we remembered what Jesus Christ did for us on that dark day on the cross.  And I must 
say those stairs were sure hard to climb up on your knees!  In fact, I nearly fell over a few times.  
Needless to say, climbing up those rough stairs was a very moving experience that I was incredi-
bly grateful for.  This whole experience has just been a pleasure as it makes me a stronger Chris-
tian.  I will declare that I’ve always looked to God in my troubles and I am so thankful He is 
there for me.  I’m someone who has so much trouble living with the guilt of doing wrong.  
When I clearly know I’ve done wrong, I can always turn to God and ask for His forgiveness.  In 
fact, I feel it helps me grow even more close to Him.  I’m sincerely glad He is my Lord and Sav-
ior, and that I shall be saved. This experience has helped tremendously to understand God and 
what we believe.  I’m so thankful especially for my dad for helping me understand all of this, and 
I hope that all who have yet to go through this have the same enlightening experience like I did.  
I’m so excited to finally be confirmed into Lighthouse Lutheran Church. —Katarina  



“We have to finish the race set before 
Lighthouse Lutheran—to bring God’s 
message of grace and love in the 
time and space that’s allotted to you 
here in Freedom.” 

“We do things on God’s timing.  A year 
and a half ago we were a bunch of 
sheep without a shepherd.  God chose  
a shepherd, the best shepherd,  that 
takes care of us and shepherds us. 

“Always 
Sunday I say to myself, Thank the good 
Lord, how wonderful this has been and 
what an experience to be with all of you 
this past year.”  



“This is the light-
house to help 
bring those peo-
ple into a safe 
harbor.  That’s 
our calling, a 
part of the Great 
Commission.”  

Always wonderful sermons . . . Every 
Sunday I say to myself, Thank the good 
Lord, how wonderful this has been and 
what an experience to be with all of you 
this past year.”   



T he late afternoon 
and evening of 
Sunday, April 29, 

2012 was a time of celebra-
tion for the congregation 
of Lighthouse Lutheran 
Church.  Tom Kuny was 
the very able master of 
ceremonies for the occa-
sion of our first anniver-
sary.  He and Elder Norm 
Amsler offered opening 
remarks, after which a delicious stuffed pork chop dinner prepared by Janice’s Catering 
Services of Ambridge, and augmented by the efforts of the Hospitality Committee, was 
enjoyed by all.  After the repast, the Lame Ducks Barbershop Quartet, of which our own 
Alex Frantz is a member, did a fine job of entertaining us.  The group then repaired to the 
sanctuary to view Mel Roush’s video presentation showing glimpses into the past year at 
Lighthouse Lutheran.   Back in the fellowship hall, dessert featuring the anniversary cake 
was served.  Our very special guest, Pastor William Beck, inspired us to persevere in the 
faith as we look forward to what God has in store for us in the future.  Tom Kuny read a 
letter from Pastor Tom Smith, missionary to Croatia, a progress report on his work there 
which Lighthouse Lutheran helps to support.  Pastor Whalen was presented with a gift 
from the congregation, a framed picture of a lighthouse and its keeper surrounded, yet 
safe, from the raging sea.  In his following remarks, he reminded us of our mission in the 
world—to bring people into the safe harbor of  God’s salvation. 



A Circle of Bible People 

1. Adam’s second son (Gen. 4:2) 
 

2. Jacob’s first wife (Gen. 29:23) 
3. Father of a spy (Num. 13:5) 
 

4. Father of one who 
    rebuilt city walls (Neh. 3:2) 
 

5. Grandfather of  
    Zechariah (Zech. 1:1) 
 

6. Son of Ruth 
    and Boaz (Ruth 4:17) 
 

  7. Saul’s chief 
      herdsman (1 Sam. 21:7) 
 

  8. A troublemaker in 
      Shechem (Judg. 9:26-41) 
 

  9. Grandmother 
      of Timothy (2 Tim. 1:5) 
 

10. Mother of Isaac (Heb. 11:11 KJV) 
 

11. The first father (Gen. 4:1) 
 

12. Naomi wanted this 
      to be her name (Ruth 1:20) 

Some Bible people 
had very short names— 

only four letters.  Make a circle 
of these names, putting one letter in 
each of the blocks.  The last letter of 
the first name is the same as the first 

letter of the second name, and 
so on until the circle 

is completed. 



Church Council Meeting Highlights 
March 26, 2012, 7:30 P.M. 

 

as taken from meeting minutes. 
 

Pastor Dennis Whalen, Norman Amsler, Dee Eppihimer, Tom Kuny, Cindy Morris, and 
Carol Nicoletti were present. 
 

Following devotions, the minutes of the January 23, 2012 council meeting and January 29, 
2012 congregational meeting were accepted as presented. 
 

Dee Eppihimer presented the January, 2012 and February, 2012 financial reports.  It was 
moved by Norm Amsler, seconded by Tom Kuny, and carried, to designate the 2012 
Wednesday Lenten offerings as Benevolence offerings. 
 

Pastor Whalen presented his report for January 23, 2012 through March 26, 2012.  A copy 
of the Pastor’s Report will be attached to the minutes.  
 

Council received the minutes of the March 6, 2012 Evangelism Committee meeting. 
 

Council received the minutes of the March 6 2012 Fellowship Committee meeting.  An 
April 29, 2012 First Anniversary dinner is being planned. 
 

Concerning the dispersal of Benevolence funds, it was decided to evaluate quarterly the 
Local Individual in Need funds, and the Local, National, and International Charities and 
Missions funds semi-yearly. 
 

The need for a mission-based fund-raising policy was discussed.  Pastor Whalen will check 
with other LCMC congregations. 
 

It was moved by Tom Kuny, seconded by Norm Amsler, and carried to accept and pay for 
delivery to Lighthouse Lutheran the contribution by Rich Insull’s father’s congregation of 
150 Lutheran Book of Worship hymnals. 
 

Tom Kuny was directed to place a second order for Lighthouse Lutheran coffee mugs.  Six 
from the original order remain. 
 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 



Church Council Meeting Highlights 
April 23, 2012, 7:30 P.M. 

 

as taken from meeting minutes. 
 

Pastor Dennis Whalen, Norman Amsler, Dee Eppihimer, Tom Kuny, Cindy Morris, and Carol 
Nicoletti were present. 
 

Following devotions, the minutes of the March26, 2012 council meeting were accepted as pre-
sented. 
 

Dee Eppihimer presented the March, 2012 financial reports.  The Audit Committee submitted 
its report.  The financial statements represent, in all material aspects, the financial position of 
Lighthouse Lutheran Church as of December 31, 2011 in accordance with generally accepted 
principles.   
 

Pastor Whalen presented his report for March 27, 2012 through April 23, 2012.  After speak-
ing with its Dean of Student Affairs, Pastor Whalen has volunteered to act as mentor to semi-
narians of the Trinity School of Ministry, the Anglican seminary in Ambridge and the pre-
ferred seminary of the NALC.  Seminarians will be afforded opportunities to preach at Light-
house Lutheran in the presence of Pastor Whalen.  June 16-18, July 14-23, and September 21-
24 are the dates of the pastor’s vacation. 
 

Council received the minutes of the April 3, 2012 Evangelism Committee meeting. 
 

Council received the minutes of the April 3, 2012 Fellowship Committee meeting.  The  April 
29 First Anniversary dinner, the Mother’s Day Tea, and the Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of 
America fundraiser at Unionville United Methodist Church are being planned. 
 

A letter accepting 150 Lutheran Book of Worship hymnals was sent to Rich Insull’s father’s con-
gregation. 
 

A proposed fundraising policy was put together from an Internet search of Lutheran Church 
fundraising policies and distributed to Council members for comment and suggestions at 
May’s meeting. 
 

Lighthouse Lutheran’s application to the state for tax exempt status has been denied due to the 
lack of a dissolution policy.  The Amendment of Articles of Incorporation has been amended, 
adding the standard Dissolution Clause.  The application will be resubmitted. 
 

The Trustees of Unionville United Methodist Church are very happy with Lighthouse 
Lutheran Church’s congregation and have voted not to change the rent for the next year.  
 

Pastor Whalen closed the meeting with prayer. 



The Swearing Issue 
 

     As Christians, we know that God forbids the taking of His name in vain.  There was 
a time when the name of God was revered so highly that when any one of the names 
for God was written by the Hebrew scribes in the course of copying the Scriptures, it 
was required that a clean pen be used.  Further, when the word Yahweh was written, it 
was required that not only the old pen be laid aside, but also that the scribe bathe and 
put on clean clothing before writing that holiest of words. 
 

     Well, it’s a long time between then and now, and its certain that the scriptwriters of 
modern sit-coms do not have a large stock of roller balls on hand, though the expres-
sion, “Oh, my  - - - !” (I decline to write the expression in its entirety because of its blas-
phemous nature when used in everyday speech) is becoming ever more common in the 
dialogue which they write. 
 

     Many fine reasons for curbing one’s tongue are given at the Internet web-site, 
www.cusscontrol.com, hosted by  James V. O’Connor, who is the author of Cuss Control, 
the Complete Book on How to Curb Your Cursing.  For example: 
 

Swearing Imposes a Personal Penalty 
    It gives a bad impression 
   It makes you unpleasant to be with 
   It endangers your relationships 
   It’s a tool for whiners and complainers 
   It reduces respect people have for you 
   It shows you don't have control 

It’s a sign of a bad attitude 
It discloses a lack of character 
It’s immature 
It reflects ignorance 
It sets a bad example 

Swearing Is Bad for Society 
   It contributes to the decline of civility 
   It represents the dumbing down of   
      America 
   It offends more people than you think 
   It makes others uncomfortable 

It is disrespectful of others 
It turns discussions into arguments 
It can be a sign of hostility 
It can lead to violence 

Swearing Corrupts the English Language 
   It’s abrasive, lazy language 
   It doesn't communicate clearly 
   It neglects more meaningful words 

It lacks imagination 
It has lost its effectiveness  
 

Of course, for the best words on this subject, see Exodus 20, verse 7. 
 

http://www.cusscontrol.com


MUSINGS 
 

     Down through the ages, the moon has been credited or blamed as the cause of a 
great number of earthly occurrences.  The moon’s influence on human behavior, as 
well as its effect on the animal and plant world, have been extensively debated, even 
within the orthodox scientific community.  But far more fascinating is the undis-
puted fact that without the moon, life on Earth as we know it would be impossible; 
and not only a moon, but the specific moon which we have.  
 
     A couple of examples:  In revolving around our planet, the moon keeps the tilt 
of the Earth’s axis stable, and you will remember that it is that tilt which causes the 
seasons.  The seasonal difference in heating between the poles and equator pro-
motes a wide range of climatic zones conducive to life, without veering from one 
temperature extreme to another.  Do you want to have oceans full of life?  Better see 
to it that the water is kept circulating.  The interaction of the moon’s and the 
Earth’s gravity contributes significantly to this circulation.   And the moon could 
not perform these services and many others without being, within close tolerances, 
the mass, size, and distance from Earth that it is. 
 
     Mathematical calculations have been done which reveal that the possibility is vir-
tually zero that the moon could have, by pure chance, all the attributes necessary to 
sustain the conditions for earthly life.  The answer of secular scientists (not all scien-
tists are of that stripe) is that because the attributes are there, it shows that the pure-
chance possibility does exist.  Is someone in denial here? 
 
     It seems that the more deeply one delves into the workings of God’s creation, the 
more the truth of Scripture will be appreciated by those willing to accept it—“The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows His handiwork.”   Yet 
no amount of data will be enough to convince some that there is a supernatural 
Cause for the universe and for life on Earth.  Which brings to mind another pas-
sage—“The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’ ” 
 

Mel Roush 



FRESH STRAWBERRY PIE 
 
                                1  qt. strawberries 
                                1  cup sugar 
                                ½ tsp lemon juice 
                                ¼ cup water 
                                 3 Tblsp cornstarch 
                                 1 tsp butter 
                                 1 baked pie shell 
 
  Make a sauce with 2 cups of strawberries and the sugar, 
  water, cornstarch, and lemon juice.  Hint: Mix the cornstarch 
  and water before adding the other ingredients. 
 

  Cook in microwave until thick. 
 

  Add butter.  Cool. 
 

  Line pie shell with the remaining strawberries, hull end down.    

  Spoon cooled sauce over the strawberries. 
 

  Refrigerate several hours until set. 
 
                                                        
 
 


