
the Beacon 
 The LORD is my light and my salvation.—Psalm 27 

Pastor Whalen’s ordination service was held 
at Lighthouse Lutheran Church on Sunday, 
May 22 at 4:00 P.M.  The Reverend William 
Beck, LCMC pastor at Christ Lutheran 
Church in western New York officiated. 
 

Also participating in the service were the 
Reverend Mark Vander Tuig, LCMC ser-
vice co-ordinator; the Reverend Garry See-
feldt, LCMC pastor of Grace Lutheran 
Church in New York; youth pastor Chuck 
Horstman of St. John’s (Burry’s), who read 
the Old Testament lesson and led in the 
responsive reading of Psalm 27; and the 
Reverend Tom Smith of St. John’s (Burry’s) 
Church, who read the Gospel and delivered 
the sermon.  The organist for the service 
was Amos Eppihimer, who was joined at 

the piano for the prelude by Deanne Eppi-
himer.  Jack Dewar, Norman Amsler, Jim 
Hoffman, and Bob Morris were the ushers.   
Julian Whalen served as acolyte. 

 

The ordination dinner following the ser-
vice provided an opportunity for the con-
gregation to congratulate Pastor Whalen in 
a less formal setting.  Before dessert, he 
was presented with the congregation’s gift 
of a gold pectoral cross. 
 

The success of the dinner depended on the 
hard work of several dedicated people.  
Lorrie Kuny and Julie Whalen were re-
sponsible for the organization of the din-
ner and were ably joined by Roberta Am-
sler, Ginny Dewar, and Janet McClintick, 
all of whom deserve our hearty thanks.  
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Holy Communion Schedule 

JUNE  5  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
        12  The Day of Pentecost 
        19  The Holy Trinity 
 

JULY 3;   AUGUST 7;   SEPTEMBER 4 
 

OCTOBER  2 
                31  Reformation Sunday 

NOVEMBER  6  All Saints’ Sunday 
                  20  Christ the King 
                  27  First Sunday in Advent 
 

DECEMBER  4  Second Sunday in Advent 
                  11  Third Sunday in Advent 
                  18  Fourth Sunday in Advent 
                  24  Christmas Eve 



n January of 2010, a woman walked along through the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York admiring the beautiful paintings.  She stopped at the paint-
ing ―The Actor‖ and stared in awe.  ―The Actor‖ was painted around 1904 by 
Pablo Picasso and was a part of an impressive collection of rare artwork on dis-

play at the museum.  The painting measures a remarkable 77 inches by 45 inches 
and is over 100 years old, making this masterpiece a one-of-a-kind addition to the 
museum’s collection.  It was valued at over $130 million.  As the woman contem-
plated the artist’s brush-strokes and pondered the intricacies of his God-given tal-
ent, she lost her balance and fell into the painting, creating a 6-inch rip in the can-
vas.  The woman is fine, albeit her dignity took a hit, but the painting will never be 
the same.  In a matter of half-seconds, the value of the painting dropped by 50%, 
and the owners will never reclaim their original purchase price.  There is no tech-
nology that can correct what happened that dreadful day in January.  There is no 
person that can repair the masterpiece back to its original state. 
 

The story of ―The Actor‖ reminds me of humanity and salvation.  In the Garden of 
Eden, man was created in the image of God.  He was perfect.  God gave man do-
minion over all of the living creatures.  Adam even walked with God in the garden.  
Adam (and Eve) was pristine and flawless.  In the eyes of God, the value of Adam 
was priceless.  He was a beautiful creation sculpted by God’s own hands.  However, 
Adam lost his balance and fell.  He became ripped and broken.  His righteousness 
became flawed, and his value went from priceless to a state of indebtedness.  The 
brokenness not only affected Adam, but the entire world around him, too.  I have 
no doubt that Adam tried to repair himself.  I am certain that he and Eve tried to 
mend the tear in their relationship with God.  However, there was no technology 
that could correct what happened that dreadful day in the garden.  There was no 
person that could repair the masterpiece back to its original state. 
 

So, God gave them a promise.  God promised Adam that He would send One to 
remove the imperfection caused by Adam’s loss of balance.  In Genesis 3:15, God 
states, ―And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your off-
spring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.‖  This is the 
first promise of Jesus Christ to appear in the Scriptures (called the proto-evangelium 
or first gospel).  As time marched on, God’s promise became clearer and clearer to 

Pastor Whalen’s Message 



His people.  This promised Savior will be from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10), 
He will be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14), and born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2).  Year 
after year, century after century, the people waited to be mended.  Then, when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman.  The Father 
looked with favor upon His Son, who lived a perfect, righteous life.  The Son hon-
ored the Father by obeying the Father’s will and giving up His life on a cross.  After 
three days, He rose again from the dead and ascended into Heaven so that all who 
believe in Him may have eternal life.  The promise was fulfilled. 
 

In many ways, each one of us is like Picasso’s painting, ―The Actor.‖  We all have a 
little rip here and a little tear there.  We were born with sin that caused us to lose 
our value.  Each time we sin another little disfigurement appears on God’s perfect 
canvas.  However, unlike the painting, which cannot ever be restored to its original 
condition, the blood of Christ restores us to a condition that is better than it was 
previously.  The blood of Christ does not repair the rips and the tears, but instead 
removes them as if they never existed.  As believers, each confession of sin and each 
sip of the wine and taste of the bread at Holy Communion reinstates our relation-
ship with our Heavenly Father through Jesus Christ so that we are no longer worth-
less and in debt, but priceless in His eyes. 
 

The Theme of Redemption in Scripture 
 

In the broadest sense, the theme of all Holy Scripture is that of redemption; how-
ever there are many passages which speak to the subject with singular strength.  
Read the words of St. Paul— 

1Corinthians 6:20  For you are bought with a price: Therefore glorify God in your body. 
 

Galatians 4:4-5  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, 

that we might receive the adoption of sons. 
 

Colossians 1:14  His dear Son, in whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our 

sins 
 

1 Timothy 2:5-6  For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus; Who gave Himself a ransom for all . . . 
 

Titus 2:14  our Savior Jesus Christ, Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 

from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a people for his own possession, zealous of 

good works  



Getting  Acquainted 
This is the first in a series of articles about our members, offered to help us learn more 
about our fellow Christians at Lighthouse Lutheran Church. 
 
Ever since their marriage fifty-one years ago, Norman and Roberta Amsler have 
lived on Amsler Road in Economy Borough.  Roberta Mae (Murphy) grew up in 
Ambridge and Economy Borough, and Norman has lived his entire life in Econ-
omy.  Both Norman and Roberta graduated from Ambridge High School. 
 
After her graduation from the Sewickley Valley Hospital School of Nursing in 1960, 
Roberta worked in the emergency room and delivery room, as well as at Dixmont 
State Hospital.  Following several years spent at home raising the children, Roberta 
went to work at the Evergreen Nursing Home in Harmony, Pennsylvania.  Next, she 
was Assistant Director of Nursing at the Golfview Manor Nursing Home, and until 
her retirement in 2000, head nurse at St. Joseph’s Convent in Baden. 
 
Roberta loves to read and enjoys sitting on the back porch watching birds, deer, and 
the occasional wild turkey.  Both she and Norman like to travel. 
 
Norman graduated from Grove City College and has also taken classes at Geneva 
and Westminster Colleges.  For one year he attended the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law.  He is a retired high school teacher, having taught thirty-two years in 
the Beaver Area School District.  Also, he and his father owned a water well drilling 
business for thirteen years.  He has been on the Board of Directors of the Wallrose 
Mutual Insurance Company for forty-seven years and has served as its treasurer for 
forty-one years. 
 
Norman counts blacksmithing among his hobbies and is a charter member of the 
Pittsburgh Area Artists Blacksmith Association, serving as its treasurer for 23 years.  
He is also a member of the Appalachian Blacksmith Association in West Virginia.  
His other interests include toy trains, antique gas engines, antiques collecting, and 
family genealogy. 



Norm and Bert raised four children—David, married to Tammy; Carolyn, married 
to Rex Dietz; Daniel, married to Diane; and Douglas, married to Chris.  They have 
given their parents seven grandchildren.   
 
The couple has attended St. Matthew’s Lutheran in Wallrose, Economy Boro, 
where they were married in 1960, St. John’s Lutheran, Lovi, and Rehoboth Lu-
theran.  Roberta is still a member of Rehoboth’s 55+ group. 
 
Of Lighthouse Lutheran Church, Bert says, ―I am excited to be a part of a group 
that is eager to learn more about the Scriptures and to feel the faith and love of oth-
ers as we work together in our ministry.‖  Norm, who is Elder of our congregation, 
adds, ―I am very happy to be a member of Lighthouse Lutheran Church and feel 
more spiritually alive than I have in any other church that I have attended.‖ 



ACROSS 
1.  The father of David 
2.  The father of Isaac 
4.  The father of Solomon 
6.  The father of John the Baptist 
8.  The spiritual father of Timothy 
 

DOWN 
1.  The father of Joseph 
     (of the coat of many colors) 
3.  The father of Cain and Abel 
5.  The father of Jacob and Esau 
7.  The father of Peter 
9.  The father of Aaron and Moses 

For Father’s Day 

C o m p l e t e  t h e 
following crossword 
puzzle, using names 
of fathers of people in 
the Bible.  If you need 
assistance, reading 
the Bible passages 
indicated in the box 
should help. 

Genesis 4:1-2 
Genesis 21:2-3 
Genesis 25:21-26 
Genesis 30:22-24 
Exodus 6:20 
Ruth 4:22 
Matthew 1:6 
Matthew 16:17 
Luke 1:13 
1 Corinthians 4:17 



T he Day of Pentecost can be thought of as the birthday of the Christian Church.   
On the fiftieth day of Passover, Jews from all over the Roman Empire were gath-
ered in Jerusalem for the celebration of the Jewish festival celebrating the first 
fruits of the early spring harvest.  While the twelve apostles, Jesus’ mother and 

family, and many other of Christ’s disciples were indoors praying, they were visited by the 
Holy Spirit.   Some visit!   ―And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled 
with the Holy  Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance.‖   Joel had prophesied it:  ―And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men 
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and 
upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my Spirit.‖ 
 

The gift of the ability to speak in other languages was not wasted.   ―The multitude came 
together, and were confounded, because every man heard them speak in his own language.   
And they were all amazed and marveled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these 
which speak Galileans?   And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were 
born?’’  Peter preached to the crowd—of Jesus’ death, of His Resurrection, of the forgive-
ness of sins.  ―Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about three thousand souls.‖  Not bad for one day’s evangel-
ism!   And the Holy Spirit’s gift of saving faith makes accessible to us the benefits of Christ’s 
victory over the power of sin, death, and Satan. 
 

Following the white of Trinity Sunday, celebrated the Sunday following the Day of Pente-
cost, the liturgical color is, fittingly, the color of life and growth—green.   The work of the 
Holy Spirit in the everyday life of the Christian is now emphasized.  But that is not all.  
The Church’s mission to the world, empowered by the presence of the Holy Spirit, is an 
overarching theme of the post-Pentecost season.  And it is this theme which the LCMC is 
dedicated to serving, as revealed in its mission statement: 
 

LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS IN MISSION FOR CHRIST 
IS AN ASSOCIATION OF CONGREGATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE: 

FREE IN CHRIST; ACCOUNTABLE TO ONE ANOTHER; 
ROOTED IN THE SCRIPTURES AND THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS— 
WORKING TOGETHER TO FULFILL CHRIST’S GREAT COMMISSION 

TO GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. 
 

God grant that we at Lighthouse Lutheran Church in Freedom, Pennsylvania will be true 
to this mission not only in our words and intentions, but also in our actions! 



Above left:  The laying 
on of hands during the 
ordination ceremony 
 

Above right:  Pastor 
Whalen makes the 
first cut into the des-
sert cake! 
 

Right:  Diners are pre-
pared for a hearty re-
past.  Here we see 
Pastor Whalen’s 
mother Susan, Rick 
and Mariann Holz-
worth, and  Tom 
McClintick. 



Pastor Whalen and three of the pastors who participated in his ordination.  From left to right:  
The Reverend William Beck; the Reverend Mark Vander Tuig; the Reverend Garry Seefeld t 

Why no photo of the dedicated women who so ably prepared and served the delicious 
dinner?   They were so intent on serving the desires of the thankful diners that no 
amount of effort could have gathered them all together in one place simultaneously, 
either before, during, or after the event!   

Below:  Three of the many lighthouses on display 
at the ordination dinner.  The lighthouse on the left 
is a gift to Pastor Whalen from the McClinticks.  

Pastor Whalen displays the pectoral  cross, a 
gift from the congregation. 



 

      Evening and morning, sunset and  dawning, 

      Wealth, peace, and gladness, comfort in sadness, 

      These are Thy works; all the glory be Thine. 
 

aul Gerhardt is considered, next to Mar-
tin Luther, the premier Lutheran hymn 
writer of Germany.  English speakers are 
able to enjoy his poetry thanks to the ef-
forts of fine translators.  The Lutheran 

Book of Worship includes eleven of his poems, exceeded 
in number in that book only by Charles Wesley (12), 
Isaac Watts (13), and Martin Luther (20).  He is com-
memorated in the Lutheran Church’s Calendar of 
Saints.  Gerhardt was born in 1607 in the little town of 
Gräfenhainichen, near Wittenberg.  He lived nearly half his life during the hunger, plagues, 
and devastation of the Thirty Years’ War, which raged across Central Europe from 1618 to 
1648.  Even though in several ways his was a life of suffering, the British translator Catherine 
Winkworth wrote that ―the religious song of Germany found its purest and sweetest expres-
sion in the hymns of Paul Gerhardt.‖  
 

He received an excellent early education at the Fürstenschule in Grimma, from which he was 
graduated in 1627, though the school was almost forced to close in 1626 because of an out-
break of the plague.  His graduation from the University of Wittenberg was probably in 1642.  
Due to the grave social upheavals of the Thirty Years’ War, he did not at that time acquire a 
pastorate.   In Berlin, he worked as tutor in the family of a lawyer.  It was during this time that 
he and composer Johann Crüger, the cantor and organist at the Nicolaikirche, became friends.  
Crüger included eighteen of Gerhardt’s poems in his 1656 hymnbook, Praxis Pietatis Melica. 
 

In 1651 Gerhardt was appointed chief pastor at Mittenwalde, near Berlin, and lived there 
until 1657.  During this time he married, the couple’s first child was born and died, and most 
of his hymns were written.  Biographers consider these years as among his most content. 
 

He left Mittenwalde in 1657 to serve as associate pastor at Berlin’s Nicolaikirche.  Berlin at 
that time was a place of turmoil because of heated disagreements between Lutheran and 
Calvinist clergy.  Matters were made worse by the decision of the local ruler, Elector Friedrich 
Wilhelm I of Brandenburg, to favor the Calvinist position.  Only Reformed pastors were 
appointed to the churches, Lutheran professors were no longer permitted to teach at the 
university, and students living in Friedrich’s realm were forbidden to attend the University of 
Wittenberg.  An 1664 edict repudiated the Formula of Concord.  Gerhardt stood firm, and it 
was not long after that he was dismissed from his pastorate, despite his amiable relations with 



Since Jesus is my Friend,  

And I to Him belong, 

It matters not what foes intend, 

However fierce and strong. 

 

I rest upon the ground 

Of Jesus and His Blood, 

For ’tis through Him that I have found 

The true eternal Good. 

 

His Spirit in me dwells, 

O’er all my mind He reigns, 

All care and sadness He dispels, 

And soothes away all pain. 

  He whispers in my breast 

  Sweet words of holy cheer, 

  How he who seeks in God his rest 

  Shall ever find Him near. 

 

  How God hath built above 

  A city fair and new, 

  Where eye and heart shall see and prove 

  What faith hath counted true. 

 

  My heart for gladness springs, 

  It cannot more be sad; 

  For very joy it laughs and sings, 

  Sees naught but sunshine glad. 

The sun that lights mine eyes 

Is Christ the Lord I love; 

I sing for joy of that which lies 

Stored up for me above. 
 

Translated by Catherine Winkworth (1829-1878) 

the Reformed clergy of the city.  For a year he was without employment, during which time 
his wife died.  Very shortly thereafter, the Elector withdrew his edict, but Gerhardt’s patroness 
(the Elector’s wife!) had died, so he still had no position.  However, in 1668 he was appointed 
archdeacon of Lübben in the duchy of Saxe-Merseburg, where he died on May 27, 1676. 
 

Paul Gerhardt’s poetry celebrates the entire scope of orthodox Lutheran theology as ex-
pounded in the Book of Concord.  A perusal of his hymns will dispel any notion that this must 
be a dull exercise.  The author’s delight in God’s creation is one hallmark of his work; the joy 
of Christian redemption and the comfort offered by God to believers during their times of  
trial is an abiding characteristic as well. 
 

In 2007, the 400th anniversary of Paul Gerhardt’s birth was celebrated throughout Ger-
many.  At that time, the broadcaster Deutsche Welle aired a half-hour documentary outlin-
ing his life.  The English language version of that program is available on the Internet.  Go to 
youtube.com and search  Faith Matters: O Come My Soul with Singing. 
  

One of Paul Gerhardt’s hymns is offered below for your enjoyment. 



 Church Council Meeting Highlights 
April 28, 2011, 7:30 P.M. 

 

as taken from meeting minutes. 
 

President—Pastor Dennis Whalen, Vice President—Norm Amsler, Secretary—Carol Nicoletti, 
Treasurer and Financial Secretary—Dee Eppihimer 
 

Pastor Whalen, Norman Amsler (Elder), Tom Kuny (Trustee), Cindy Morris (Deaconess), 
and Carol Nicoletti (Lay Representative) were present. 
 

Following devotions, the Treasurer’s report was distributed by Pastor Whalen. 
 

It was moved by Tom Kuny, seconded, and approved that 10% of the offerings be desig-
nated benevolence giving.  Pastor Whalen will ask Dee Eppihimer to establish a separate 
account for the benevolence funds.  
 

It was moved by Norm Amsler, seconded, and approved to pay Pastor Whalen the standard 
government mileage allowance for visitations and a weekly rate for Sunday services.  Pastor 
Whalen abstained from the vote. 
 

Pastor’s Report  
In addition to church services at Lighthouse Lutheran Church, Pastor Whalen conducted a 
graveside commitment, participated in a community Good Friday service, and made one 
hospital visit.  
 

Other Items Discussed— 
Sunday morning worship service:  9:00 A.M.–10:15 A.M. 
 

Sunday school:  10:30 A.M.–11:30 A.M. through June 12 in the fellowship hall.  The  Sun-
day school class which includes adults and grades 7 through 12 will be lead by Pastor 
Whalen.  Sunday school plans for children pre-school through sixth grade are being final-
ized. There will be no Sunday school during the summer. 
 

Pastor Whalen will ask Al Frantz and Lorrie Kuny to co-chair the Constitutional Steering 
Committee, which will finalize the constitution to be presented to the congregation for 
approval.  A notice will be put in the Sunday bulletin asking for members of the congrega-
tion to serve on the committee.   
  

A request for volunteers to serve as worship assistants, acolytes, and altar care volunteers 
will be put in the Sunday bulletin.  Jack Dewar has taken the responsibility for the ushers. 
  

Pastor Whalen’s ordination is scheduled for May 22 at 4:00 P.M.  Pastor William Beck will 
officiate.  Julie Whalen and Lorrie Kuny are organizing the invitations and dinner. 
    

 



 Church Council Meeting Highlights 
May 19, 2011, 7:30 P.M. 

 

as taken from meeting minutes. 
 

Pastor Dennis Whalen, Norman Amsler, Tom Kuny, Cindy Morris, Carol Nicoletti, and 
Dee Eppihimer were present. 
 

Following devotions, the minutes of the April 28, 2011 meeting were presented and accepted. 
 

Dee Eppihimer, Treasurer, presented the April financial reports.  It was moved by Carol 
Nicoletti , seconded, and approved to accept the report. 
 
 

Pastor Whalen presented his report for 4-17-2011 through 5-19-2011. 
 

The current members of the Constitutional Steering Committee are Lorrie Kuny, Alex 
Frantz, Jerry States, and Pastor Whalen.  Pastor Whalen will seek one more member from 
the congregation to represent the New Brighton-Freedom area members. 
 

Following financial advice, Pastor Whalen has directed that his salary be received into a dis-
cretionary fund set up by Lighthouse Lutheran Church with Pastor Whalen as the sole owner 
of the account.  Taxes will be payable only when funds are withdrawn for personal use. 
 

It was moved by Tom Kuny, seconded, and approved that Pastor Whalen’s salary be made 
retroactive to April 18, 2011.  Pastor Whalen abstained from the vote.  Note:  Abstention 
from voting represents neither approval nor disapproval of the motion at hand. 
 

Pastor Whalen distributed the membership roll as of May 8, 2011.  He is working with the 
affected churches to have letters transferred as appropriate. 
 

Dee Eppihimer distributed a draft of an Offering Counting Sheet for the use of the Count-
ing Committee which adds a line for recording Sunday worship attendance.  Everyone ap-
proved of the format. 
 

Plans are being finalized for the May 22, 2011 ordination of Pastor Whalen.  Sixty-three 
responses for the ordination dinner have been received. 
 

Paying organist Amos Eppihimer for his services was discussed.  This matter is on the 
agenda for June. 
 



All the flags are flying 

Up and down the street, 

And as we line up near the curb, 

We hear the drummers beat. 
 

Stars and Stripes Forever, 

The band plays on and on. 

The marchers feel the heartbeat 

Of our Country’s psalm. 
 

A smaller flag is now unfurled 

Upon a hero’s grave. 

The sunlight fades beneath a cloud. 

The colors seem to fade. 

No matter if the flag is old 

Or new and crisp today, 

It will remind us of the ones 

Who gave their lives away. 
 

The red is for the blood they shed, 

The white for noble deeds. 

The blue says we will ever be 

True to our country’s needs. 
 

So fly the flag today, my friend. 

Its stars and stripes will stand 

For God and for America, 

Our strong and noble land. 

STARS AND STRIPES 
—DOLORES FRUTH 



     MUSINGS 
 

     There is a work by Charles Dickens about which one does not often hear.  It is 
The Life of Our Lord, written for his children.  Dickens never intended it for 
publication; we can enjoy it only because his son specified in his will that it might, 
after the son’s death, be published if his family were in favor of doing so.  It is an 
interpretive piece, and I’m not sure that Lutherans would agree with every 
statement in it.  But Dickens’s love for Christ comes through loud and clear.  One 
aspect of the story that I find refreshing is Dickens’s acceptance of our Lord’s 
miracles as miracles, without any attempt to explain them in naturalistic terms, as 
is so common nowadays, even among many church leaders. 
 

     However, it is a truth expressed on the first page of the book which particularly 
caught my attention.  It is a truth which all Christians accept, but the phrasing is 
such that, for me at least, a new dimension to that truth was revealed.  See what 
you think:  ―No one ever lived, who was so good, so kind, so gentle, and so sorry 
for all people who did wrong, or were in any way ill or miserable, as He [Jesus] was.‖ 
 

     Now, we are taught that we are to be Christ’s imitators.  Most of us are 
comfortable with the idea of helping ill and miserable people; we also include in 
our worship services confessions for people (us) who do wrong.  But I was 
convicted in my soul when I read that sentence, because I knew that, although I 
felt sorrow for myself when I did wrong, that same emotion did not automatically 
express itself when I observed others doing wrong, especially when they were 
doing wrong to me.  Tolerance, yes; understanding, yes; forgiveness (by the grace 
of God), yes; but sorrow for the other person?  Well . . . 
 

     How fitting it is, that as imitators of our Lord, we should feel sorrow for those 
who do wrong.  To say, in effect:  It pains me that your actions separate you from 
the blessings of God that you would otherwise enjoy. 
 

     ―How odd!‖ the world would say.  Just so.  Only by God’s grace is it possible.  
Bible commentators take care to explain that in the Bible passage which, in the 
King James Version, states that Christians are a peculiar people (1 Peter 2:9), the 
word peculiar means purchased.  But there are plenty of cases, thank God, in 
which the word in its modern sense is just as apt. 
 

Mel Roush 



BEEF PATTIES WITH GRAVY 
 

    1  egg 

1/2  cup soft bread crumbs 

   1  tablespoon finely chopped onion 

1/2  pound lean ground beef 

   1  can (10 ¾ ounces) condensed 

       golden mushroom soup, undiluted 

2/3  cup water 

1/2  cup sliced fresh mushrooms 

Hot cooked noodles, rice, or mashed pota-

toes 
 

In a bowl, combine the egg, bread crumbs, 

and onion.  Crumble beef over mixture and 

mix well.  Shape into two patties.  In a skil-

let, cook patties until browned on both sides.  

In a bowl, combine the soup, water, and 

mushrooms; pour over patties.  Bring to a 

boil.  Reduce heat; cover and simmer until 

meat is no longer pink.  Serve over noodles, 

rice, or potatoes.  Serves two. 
 


